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Opening Session Eighth Month 3rd, Afternoon 
 

At Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, held in the Stillwater 

Meeting House near Barnesville, Ohio, from the 3rd to the 

7th of Eighth Month (inclusive) 2021.  

This meeting is being conducted with 20 Friends in the 

meeting house and 25 Friends participating through 

Zoom and the Owl platform. 

 

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 

Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 

and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 

have said unto you.  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 

unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 

your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  Ye have 

heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto 

you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go 

unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I.  And now 

I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come 

to pass, ye might believe. - John 14:26-29 

 

Our Yearly Meeting has been saddened by the death 

of our Clerk, Phil Helms. The Quarterly Meeting 

Representatives of our last yearly meeting met together 

and asked Seth Hinshaw to serve as interim clerk this year.  

We are glad to have several visitors: Heather 

Mikolaj of Waysmeet Meeting; Simon Lamb, Lilia Fick and 

David Raymond, Ottawa Meeting; Thais Carr; Darlene 

Stanley and Nancy Craft, North Carolina Yearly Meeting; 

Tom Etherington, Mullica Hill Meeting in New Jersey; Jeff 

Marquardt; Shannon Brown; and Hope Foster of 

California.  
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Query Summaries 

 

The Meeting read the first three queries and 

approved the following summaries. 

1st Query. Are meetings for worship well and 

punctually attended? Is our behavior therein conducive to 

meditation and communion with God? Do we maintain a 

waiting spiritual worship and a free gospel ministry? Do we 

welcome others to share this fellowship with us? 

YM Summary. During the past year, conditions for 

our meetings for worship have been influenced by 

limitations intended to reduce the COVID-19 

epidemic.  Some members have attended in their 

meetinghouse to the extent allowed by local government 

guidelines; other members have chosen to stay at home, 

sometimes worshipping there while others were at the 

meetinghouse.  Early in the winter two meetings began 

offering Zoom sessions at the usual First-Day morning 

time, allowing gathered worship for Friends in many 

different places – members, affiliates, and visitors from all 

over the world. In the spring, one meeting worked out how 

to hold hybrid meetings, having an online connection with 

Friends worshipping in the meetinghouse.  We have 

cherished our time gathered together either way. Online 

visitors unfamiliar with our way of worship have learned 

from our example and precept to join us in behavior that is 

conducive to meditation and inward communion with 

God.  We use written material, both online and in person, 

to help explain how being still during worship assists us in 

hearing the direction of the Lord for our lives. We 

encourage one another to be faithful in delivering a 

message or vocal prayer received from the Holy 

Spirit.  Friends worshipping in person have often found it 

difficult to see how others are feeling while wearing masks, 

but we have learned to read nonverbal expressions and 
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have recognized again our human limitations. As has often 

been the case in the past, many Friends have felt their own 

insufficiency in offering invitations to worship with 

us.  However, using an online platform has made it easier 

for other Friends to invite other people, even strangers, to 

join us for worship.  We are impressed with how effectively 

those newcomers have been welcomed into our deepening 

worship and fellowship.  

2nd Query. Do we cherish a forgiving spirit, and 

strive to “walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us”? Is each 

one of us careful for the reputation of others? Are we ever 

mindful to love our neighbor as ourselves? If differences 

threaten to disrupt the Christian harmony among the 

members, is prompt action taken?  

OYM Summary. We believe we often succeed in 

manifesting Christ’s love for others. We find that we can 

love a person without approving how they think or the 

things they say or do. We sometimes are enabled to 

acknowledge our own failings and our consequent need for 

forgiveness. That recognition, along with God’s help, often 

helps us overcome every hinderance to forgiveness, 

allowing us to focus more on similarities than on 

differences. Many of us feel supported by other meeting 

members, appreciating their kind words and actions.  We 

do not always agree with each other, but understanding 

another person’s beliefs and circumstances often helps us 

accept them. We are generally mindful of others’ 

reputations and stay away from negative gossip, although 

we don’t always do this as well as we should. We feel 

blessed with Christian harmony among us in almost all 

regards.  When that harmony seems threatened, we are 

learning how to address differences openly and lovingly, 

sometimes simply by accepting them. We remember that 

such love is not of our own doing but derives from that love 

which will outlast everything (1 Cor 13:13). We try to be 
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good neighbors, understanding that with his parable of the 

good Samaritan, Jesus taught that the neighbors we are to 

love include all humankind. 

3rd Query. Are our homes places of peace, joy, and 

contentment? Are they an influence for good in the 

neighborhood, community, and country? Do we set a good 

Christian example for our children to follow? Are Friends 

careful that their children realize that our loving Savior 

will faithfully guide them through life, as they are willing 

to accept and obey Him? Do we help our children to read 

and appreciate the Bible?  

 

YM Summary. Some of our homes are empty of loved ones, 

others serve as neutral ground for family members in 

conflict, some acknowledge disharmony and the hard work 

of settling differences, and others are thankful for the 

peace, joy and contentment from the Lord with which they 

are blessed.  In our current pandemic times of isolation, 

discord, violence, and distress in our communities, nation 

and planet, we have been less able to share our homes’ 

peace with other people and must make extra effort to show 

our love and concern for others. Most of us do not have 

children in our homes at this time. We try to be 

good Christian examples for the children and 

grandchildren in our lives and neighborhoods, and to the 

adults as well, whether we are their parents or not. We 

want to witness to our faith in God’s power and love in 

terms appropriate for the hearers.  Our grown children 

follow their own paths, which in some cases but not all 

embrace our beliefs and practices.  Many of us continue 

prayerful for our children and grandchildren, that all 

may know and obey the living Savior. Some of our children 

do read and appreciate the Bible. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

The Yearly Meeting Treasurer’s report was 

read. The meeting appreciates Denny Rockwell for his 

faithfulness over the past year and years, particularly 

handling the many different line items in the budget. 

Report, 7/1/2020 through 6/30/2021 

 2021 Budget 2021 Actual 

   
Revenue   
Book Sales                15.00  
Monthly Meeting 
Donations         17,800.00  

Other Donations           1,500.00  

Restricted Donations              200.00  

   $   19,515.00  
   
Disbursements   
Ad Hoc Committees  $             500.00                       -    

Agenda Committee                   25.00                  (25.00) 

Clerk's Expenses                 200.00             (200.00) 

Copy Machine Supplies                 200.00                       -    

FCNL                 500.00             (500.00) 

Friends Center                   25.00                  (25.00) 

Friends Disaster Service                 250.00             (250.00) 

FWCC                 500.00             (500.00) 

                   25.00                  (25.00) 

Hominy Center                 100.00             (100.00) 

Insurance              2,800.00             (2,593.00) 

Junior Yearly Meeting                   50.00                  (50.00) 

Outreach Committee                   25.00                  (25.00) 

OYM Property Trustees                 500.00             (500.00) 
Peace & Human 
Relations                 100.00             (100.00) 

Printing              1,250.00             (777.00) 

RSWR                 250.00       (250.00) 
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Travel Fund              3,100.00            (3,100.00) 

Walton Home           10,000.00          (10,000.00) 

Water                 225.00             (355.50) 

WFCF                   50.00                  (50.00) 

  $       20,675.00   $     (19,425.50) 
Revenue over 
Expenditures - Gain/(Loss)    $              89.50  

 

Checking Balance    6-30-21    $ 18,424.95  

Property Trustees    $       6,654.57  

OYM General Funds    $     11,770.38  

1. The Historical Committee was authorized to 

draw up to $2,500, from the Chester E. Hartley 

Fund, for painting needs.  (They did not draw 

on any of these funds) 

2. $7,000.00 was paid to the Friends Center 

Building project.  This was authorized at last 

year's session. 

OYM Physical Assets 

Walton Retirement Home and campus 

248 acres of farmland 

Friends Center and garage 

Plummer House 

1 freestall barn and 1 hay storage building 

Machinery shop and shed 

2,000 bushel corn crib 

1 non-producing gas well 

40 tree orchard 
Taber house 
 
 
 
  
Funds Invested w/ 
Fiduciary Trustees: 7-01-20 Bal 6-30-21 Bal Change 



13 

 

1 

Chester E. Hartley 
Maintenance      15,505.16          17,830.93  

 
$    2,325.77  

2 General Funds      58,172.59          46,832.58  
 $ 
(11,340.01) 

3 

Sale of Property to 
OFS      84,861.19          75,387.63   $  (9,473.56) 

4 

Legal Services 
Contingency  $  21,200.00   $     24,380.00  

 
$    3,180.00  

    $179,738.94  
 
$   164,431.14  

 $ 
(15,307.80) 

       

       

  
Changes to Fund 
Balances:     

1 Annual Distribution  $    2,325.77     

2 

Donated to Friends 
Center Building 
Addition 

 $ 
(20,000.00)    

2 

Donated to Friends 
Center Building 
Addition 

 $ 
(20,000.00)    

2 

Lease Payments by 
Olney (2 years)  $    2,000.00     

2 Annual Distribution  $    6,659.99     

3 Annual Distribution  $  10,526.44     

4 Annual Distribution  $    3,180.00     

  Total Changes 
 $ 
(15,307.80)     

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dennis Rockwell, 

OYM Treasurer, 08/02/2021 
 

OYM Property Trustees 

The Yearly Meeting Property Trustees provided the 

following report. We thank them for their work and 

accept their report.  
OYM Property trustees, as a group, had an inactive year 

this past year.  Concern and issues with the Meeting house from 
past years are still with us.  Hopefully next year will be more 
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proactive in terms of remedying some problems.  We do not need 
an allocation at this time. 

For the trustees, 

Robert Rockwell 

Financial Report 

Beginning Balance 7/01/20 $6,407.42  
  

Revenue:  
OYM Allocation 500.00 

 $500.00  

  
Expenditures:  
Fire Extinguisher Service 252.85 

 $252.85  

  
Ending Balance 6/30/2021 $6,654.57 

 

Representative Meeting 

The Representative Meeting reported on its 

work the past year. Copies of the Yearly Meeting 

Handbook are available today, and a PDF will be 

made available on the yearly meeting website. The 

Yearly Meeting deliberated on the proposed query. We 

appoint Charles Thomas Jr., Sylvia Thomas, and 

Thomas Rockwell to contact the Monthly Meetings, 

collect responses, and forward a recommendation to 

the Representative Meeting. 
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Report of the Representative Meeting to Ohio Yearly 
Meeting 2021 

The Representative Meeting held its usual two 
sessions the past year, with the appropriate number of 
attending members drawn from all our meetings at both 
sessions. The sessions were held by Zoom, with the spring 
session accompanied by the Owl technology at Stillwater.  

The fall meeting made two appointments to yearly 
meeting committees: Merritt Petrone to the Outreach 
Committee and Earl Smith to the Historical Committee.  

Salem Quarterly Meeting brought some concerns to 
our meeting that were forwarded to Ministry & Oversight 
for further deliberation: a proposed change to one M&O 
advice and a recommendation for providing better eldership 
during worship over Zoom.  

We were saddened to report on the deaths of two 
important members of the Representative Meeting, whose 
Christian influence will remain with us. Marie Kirk Hawkins 
was a long-time member of the body who brought a ready 
fount of knowledge of earlier decisions and events. Phil 
Helms had served as clerk of Representative Meeting for 
eight years prior to becoming clerk of the yearly meeting; we 
will miss his jovial spirit and depth of perception.  

A concern was brought to the meeting that we 
consider the following proposed administrative query. As 
the Representative Meeting is not authorized to approve 
changes to the Discipline, this proposed query is forwarded 
to the yearly meeting for its discernment: 

Proposed 6th Administrative Query:  Are mechanisms 
in place to ensure smooth functioning of the Body if 
one or more of its officers is incapacitated? 
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In considering Phil’s passing, the Representative 
Meeting authorized the Quarterly Meeting Representatives 
from last year to meet again to seek divine guidance for 
recommending an interim YM clerk.  

Our spring meeting considered three additional items 
of business. It authorized the use of Zoom and Owl for yearly 
meeting sessions this year. A concern regarding the 
distinction between resident and active members was sent 
to the monthly meetings for their input, and a report is 
scheduled to be presented this week. Third, the meeting 
approved the revised recommendations of the Prayer & 
Listening Committee.  

The only item of our business requiring specific 
attention of the yearly meeting is the proposed 
administrative query.  

Olney Friends School 

We received and read a letter from Olney 

Friends School. The Yearly Meeting thanks Olney for 

its role hosting us during yearly meeting week. We 

also appreciate Olney and hope to maintain a healthy 

relationship into the future. 

Olney Friends School 
61830 Sandy Ridge Road 
Barnesville OH 43713 
7/30/2021 

Ohio Yearly Meeting 
P.O. Box 397 
Barnesville OH 43713 
 

Dear Dave and OYM friends, 
Thank you for your continued support of Olney 

Friends School. It is hard to believe that we are close to the 
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end of this summer. We are in the midst of planning for the 
next academic year, cleaning up our campus, and repairing 
some parts of our buildings. We will welcome guests 
attending the Ohio Yearly Meeting in a few days’ time. We 
just said farewell to the participants of the Christian 
Education Camp. We also enjoyed having members of our 
Board of Trustees on campus for the first in-person board 
meeting since October 2019! 

During our virtual class reunions, which were held 
soon after Commencement this year, we requested alumni 
to donate funds to the school to repave our driveway. The 
project will cost $70,000. I am happy to report that we have 
met that goal. Funds are either already with us or on their 
way. Thank you very much to all those who contributed to 
this cause. We would like to highlight and appreciate the 
$23,000 donation from Stillwater Monthly Meeting and the 
$25,000 gift from an anonymous donor towards the 
driveway project. Thank you.  

Given the turbulence of the past 18 months, it did 
not surprise us when we fell short of meeting our Annual 
Fund goal for the 2020-2021 fiscal year, but we still reached 
85% of that $300,000 goal. Knowing that we had surpassed 
the same goal in the preceding two fiscal years and that the 
past year has strained resources around the entire globe, 
the Board of Trustees resolved to maintain this year’s 
Annual Fund at the $300,000 mark. In effect, the Annual 
Fund makes it possible for students to receive financial aid 
to attend Olney, which strengthens the socioeconomic 
diversity of our student body. That diversity has long been at 
the heart of our teachings, and we are stronger for it. May I 
request you to please donate to Olney Friends School so that 
we can meet this year’s goal? 

As always, we would love to know where you are and 
how you are doing. Please write a piece for the Olney 
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Current, check in on our website, and follow our social 
media. 

With Olney love, 
Anne M. Taber and Christian N. Acemah (Head of 

School) 
[Handwritten note attached] 

Dear friends, please know that your ongoing support 

means everything to Olney Friends School. We appreciate 

you more than we can express, but will keep trying. Thank 

you for being our founding fathers and mothers, and for 

making our work possible, yesterday, today, and on. 

Audit & Budget Committee 

The Meeting appoints Burton Doudna and 

Robert Becerra to join David Eley and Beverly Shull 

on the Audit & Budget Committee for two years. 

North Carolina Yearly Meeting Epistle 

The epistle from North Carolina Yearly 

Meeting was read. Having two of their members 

joining us through Zoom has been a blessing this year 

as our Yearly Meetings endeavor to maintain ties 

during a time of difficulty and challenge. 

North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative) 
Seventh Month 20, 2021 

To our dear Friends of Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, 

We received and welcomed Friends Earl Smith and 
David Eley from your yearly meeting and are grateful for the 
continued visitation between our yearly meetings. We feel a 
special connection with Ohio Friends arising from our shared 
faith and practices and the travel of Friends among us. If 
according to Divine will, we anticipate that our yearly 
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meeting will have representatives present when you meet 
later this year. 

So Friends are not to meet like a company of people 
about town… but to wait upon the Lord, and feeling his 
power and spirit to lead them, and order them to his glory, 
that so whatsoever they may do, they may do it to the praise 
and glory of God, and in unity in the faith and in the spirit 
and in fellowship in the order of the gospel. [Works of 
George Fox, Epistle 313 (1674) – volume 8, p. 70] 

We gathered by Zoom for our 324th annual sessions, 
Seventh Month 14th to 18th, 2021. We began our gathering 
with the above reading, which expresses our intention to 
worship and obey the guidance of God. Our theme this year 
is the consideration of our first Query dating back to 1682: 
How does Truth Prosper among you? 

We heard from representatives of each of our 
Monthly Meetings during the course of our gathering. As 
they spoke earnestly and with an open heart about the 
current sense of their Meetings, a common theme arose. 
Meetings have struggled through the pandemic year with a 
feeling of lack of cohesion, they have grieved the loss from 
the death of members, and have yearned to be together 
physically. Friends noted the challenges of virtual Meeting 
for Worship – the way it worked for some and not others. 

There was gratitude for the way virtual meeting 
allowed Friends to attend our Meetings even though they 
are distant or have limited mobility and cannot physically 
attend. Still, there was concern moving forward with hybrid 
meetings from Friends who do not want technology in 
Meeting for Worship. Overall, there was a sense of hope and 
optimism for our ability to rebuild our Christian Body, and a 
gathering energy toward that end.  

In addition to recovering and learning from the 
pandemic, we continue to wrestle with our homogeneity, 
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and labor with implicit, institutional, and systemic racism in 
our Meetings, schools, and communities.  

We are still working on revising our faith and 
practice, but the core of our faith and practice remains the 
same. We share a belief in the direct, perceptible, and 
immediate guidance of God in every moment of our lives, 
individually and as a community. We worship in silence in 
our Meetings, without a plan or program, and experience 
the Holy Spirit moving among us and using us as instruments 
of Truth. We agree with Elton Trueblood, who said, 
“Quakers have not abolished the priesthood, instead, they 
have abolished the laity.” And yet, we expect our Meetings 
to nurture and cultivate the gifts of ministry, eldering, and 
service in the individual lives of members and stand ready to 
record ministers who are consistently called to organize 
their lives around the Gospel Order. We believe members 
are called to make our Meeting outposts of the Kingdom of 
God and become well used in the service of the gathered 
Meeting. We are explicitly and proudly Christian, seeking to 
follow the radical teachings and loving example of Jesus 
Christ in our lives. We treasure the scripture and find great 
wisdom of the Spirit in those sacred words, listening for the 
motion of the Spirit which animates them.  

We embrace our peculiar combination of faith and 
practice as a treasure and welcome the chance to share 
these gifts with Friends everywhere, even as we cautiously 
hope to avoid the idolatry of confusing our faithfulness to 
process with our faithfulness to God.  

We have gathered together again this year to 
lovingly practice this tradition of Quakerism with others who 
are drawn to these ways of ancient Friends. We hope to 
deepen and broaden our faith community together in the 
coming years. We welcome visitation among all yearly 
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meetings and pray Friends may feel open to join us next 
year.  

On behalf of North Carolina Yearly Meeting Conservative, 

Anne Olsen, Clerk 

Following a brief time of worship, the meeting 

adjourned until 10 am tomorrow. 

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends,  

Eighth Month 4th, Morning Session. 

And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 

and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.  

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 

findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. - Luke 

11:9-10. 

 

The Clerk having neglected to bring the list of 

Quarterly Meeting Representatives at the last session, 

their names were called at this time. They are all present. 

Salem QM: Nancy Hawkins, Christopher Bender, 

Conrad Lindes, Elvina Krekler, and Sharon Helms 

Stillwater QM: Kathy Kovalick, Earl Smith, and 

Burton Doudna 

Rockingham QM: Susan Smith, David Eley, 

Charles Thomas Jr., and Dave Casterline 

Friends appointed to the Nominating Committee 

are Mary Alice Pino, Elvina Krekler, Charles Thomas Jr., 

and Michael Kinch. The names of Friends appointed in 

Stillwater QM are not available at this time.  

 



22 

 

We are glad to have several visitors: Marilyn Vache, 

New London Monthly Meeting, New England Yearly 

Meeting; Angela Hopkins, New York Yearly Meeting; 

Bobby Trice, Baltimore Yearly Meeting and FCNL; Reza 

Ardhian, Indonesia; Jeff Marquardt, New Castle, 

Delaware; and Reb McKenzie, Quaker City Unity Friends 

Meeting.   

Query Summaries 

The Meeting read the fourth through the sixth 

Queries and approved the following summaries.  

4th Query. Believing our bodies to be the temple of 

God, are we concerned to attain a high level of physical and 

mental health? To this end are our lives examples of 

temperance in all things? Do we avoid and discourage the 

use and handling of intoxicants, tobacco, and improper use 

of drugs?  

OYM Summary. We try to take care of our health, 

mental and physical, be temperate and appreciate the gifts 

we have been given. In these stressful times, we are 

challenged to avoid overeating, anger and fear and 

excessive use of technology including TV. We have found 

prayer, reading the Bible and other helpful books, 

forgiveness, work, doctor visits, exercise, physical and 

mental, and being more aware of God and God’s creation to 

be among the activities that are helpful. Though we are 

generally free of alcohol, tobacco and drugs not everyone is 

in unity with this testimony. Occasionally  we have found 

an opportunity to speak to others in and out of our meeting 

community of our concerns. Some feel a more active 

encouragement could be helpful at times. 

5th Query. Are we sensitive to the needs of those 

around us who may be in less fortunate circumstances? Do 

we prayerfully consider how we can share one another’s 

burdens when the need arises? Do we counsel lovingly and 
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prayerfully with those members whose actions in any 

phase of life give us grounds for concern?  

OYM Summary. During the time of COVID-19, 

political and social unrest, we are aware of the increasing 

need of prayer. Some have been able to donate money, time 

and skills. While we don’t wish to impose on others or be a 

burden, there is a need to be attentive, sometimes in new 

ways, to be aware of needs on various levels and be 

supportive in new ways as well. There have been 

opportunities for loving counsel blessing all involved and 

bringing greater understanding of areas in our lives that 

need work. 

6th Query. Do we live in the life and power which 

takes away the occasion of all wars? Do we, on Christian 

principles, refuse to participate in or to cooperate with the 

military effort? Do we work actively for peace and the 

removal of the causes of war? Do we endeavor to cultivate 

good will, mutual understanding, and equal opportunities 

for all people? 

OYM Summary. We live our lives following the 

commands of Jesus Christ, who said, “Love your enemies, 

do good to those who persecute you.” We oppose both 

violence and revenge, though some of us find ourselves 

challenged to live continually in that life and power which 

takes away the occasion of all war.  We do on Christian 

principle refuse to be directly involved in military efforts 

other than paying our taxes. In response to our current 

world situation, to the violence, rioting, hate and distress 

around us, we pray and seek guidance to do His will, we act 

carefully with kindness and love whether we agree with 

others or not, and we remember that “a soft answer turneth 

away wrath, but harsh words stir up anger” (Proverbs 

15:1). Some of us work to ameliorate the effects of climate 

change or support efforts to foster conditions leading to 

peace; others have participated in vigils, demonstrations or 
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personal interventions on behalf of people whose basic civil 

rights have been denied.  We do our best to follow the 

Golden Rule: Do unto others as you would have them do 

unto you. We believe that all of God's people are created 

equal in His sight and that we are to treat each other the 

same way. We wait on the Lord, read Scripture, and make 

an effort to support goodwill for all people.  

 

Membership Report 

The Membership Report was read. We appreciate 

the careful work of Michael Kinch, the Yearly Meeting 

Recorder, as well as the Monthly Meeting Recorders. The 

Meeting mourns the passing of several Friends who 

contributed their gifts to us in past years, and we trust the 

Lord will help us grow in grace with our new members. 

We also heard the answers from the Monthly 

Meetings regarding categories of membership. Mike 

provided us with an excellent summary of these answers. 

The current use of resident/nonresident membership 

categories no longer seems a useful distinction, and the 

Yearly Meeting believes the time has come to drop this 

distinction.  

 

Membership Report for OYM 2021 

Total Membership Seventh Month First, 2020 (lastyear) 422 

   

Gains:   

 Births or Adoptions 0 

 Certificates Received 0 

 Requests 3 

   

 Total Gains 3 

   

Losses:   
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 Deaths 9 

 Certificates Transferred 0 

 By Request 3 

 Membership Discontinued 1 

   

 Total Losses 13 

   

 Net gain / loss for year -10 

 

Total Membership as of Seventh Month First, 2021 412 

   

 Full Members 263 

 Affiliate Members 110 

 Affiliate Associate Members  0 

 Associate Members 23 

 Sojourning Members 0 

 Waiting 16 

   

 Total (same as above) 412 

   

Membership Summary (including Associate Members) 

 Membership under 5 years 0 

 Membership 5 to 18 years 14 

 Membership 18 and older 398 

   

 Total (same as above) 412 

   

Resident Status of Members  

 Resident Members 108 

 Non-Resident Members* 304 

   

 Total (same as above) 412 
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*Members shall be considered non-resident when they live at least 

30 miles from the meeting house and attend less than one First Day 

meeting a month.  

 

School Report (members attending schools) 

 Attending Pre-School 0 

 Attending Olney Friends School 3 

 Attending Public Schools 8 

 Attending Private Schools 2 

 Attending Home School 0 

 Attending College 3 

   

 Total 16 

 

 

Weddings 

 Number of weddings under the care of Monthly Meetings:  0 

 Number of members married this year under the care of Friends:  1 

 Number of members married this year NOT under the care of 

Friends:  

2 

   

 Total Friends married:  3 

 

 

Gains 

 Births and Adoptions: None 

    

 Requests    

 9/20/2020 Crow Cowen  Stillwater MM 

 5/16/2021 James Clifton Marlborough MM 

 2/14/2021 Aaron Curtis Salem-Upper S MM 
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Losses 

 Deaths 

  9/26/2020 Virginia Schurman  Rockingham MM 

  7/16/2020 Bernard “Bernie” Naylor Stillwater MM 

  9/26/2020 Clarence Wilbur Stanley Stillwater MM 

  8/30/2020 Charles R. Stanley  Salem-Upper Sprngfld MM 

  8/20/2020 Brian S. Newlin  Salem-Upper Sprngfld MM 

  6/10/2020 Nathan R. Kirk Middleton MM 

  9/13/2020 James E. Stratton Middleton MM 

  1/1/2021 Marie Kirk Hawkins  Middleton MM 

  3/30/2021 Philip W. Helms  Crossroads MM 

     

 By Request 

  9/20/2020 Alta Hoffman  Marlborough MM 

  4/21/2021 Nancy E. Dodge Stillwater MM 

  5/23/2021 George Partridge Jr. Crossroads MM 

     

 Discontinued 

  2/14/2021 Adrian M. Rush  Crossroads MM 

 

Names of those married 

 6/27/2020 Sara Esther Kirk  Middleton MM (not under the care of Friends) 

 4/23/2021 Ezekiel Rockwell Stillwater MM (not under the care of Friends) 

 6/12/2021 Susan E. 

Warrington 

Salem-Upper MM (under the care of Kent  Friends 

Meeting) 

 

Names of Ministers recorded this year: None 

Names of Elders recorded this year: None 

Names of Overseers recorded this year: None 
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Overview of discussion of membership categories 

Active Participation review by monthly meeting recorders 

Stillwater 

At Stillwater Monthly Meeting, we would appreciate more 

clarity on the intent of the categories currently used. This would 

help us better determine what categories make the most sense 

moving forward with the changes in accessibility to attendance and 

participation. Are we seeking to determine the life of the Meeting? 

How alive and active is its participation currently? If so, the current 

categories fall short in accuracy for our Meeting. While many may 

not attend Meeting regularly, having that connection is important 

to their spiritual life. Their Quaker beliefs impact their day to day 

existence. Using distance from the Meeting as an indication of 

participation, or involvement, is no longer as accurate. With the 

introduction of newer technology, such as Zoom, we have seen an 

increase in attendance, and active participation, in Meetings for 

Worship, Meetings for Business and Committee Meetings, as well 

as our small groups for Query Answers. Members living at a 

distance can more easily join the members physically present in the 

Meetinghouse. Our Meetings have been enriched by the added 

fellowship and ministry.  

Care needs to be taken in what defines active participation. 

For some, the connection to the Meeting as a member is important 

in their lives. If the wording were changed to active and inactive, 

there is concern that inactive could be seen as a negative. If they 

are in a place in their lives where they cannot make themselves 

physically present, their connection might be inadvertently viewed 

as lesser if labeled inactive. The presence of their beliefs and 

connection to the Meeting may be seen as dismissed. 

Should we look at modifying the 1st Query, or possibly 

adding a new one that focuses on how we support the Life of the 

Meeting? Do we support the members of our Meeting with 

outreach and continued support? 
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Should we be focusing more on the understood Life of the 

Meeting? Should we be working more in our outreach to members 

that are not regular attenders and finding out how we can support 

them better? Are we actively supporting members at a distance? 

We are not clear on what should be suggested moving 

forward. More information on the use of this information would be 

helpful. We agree the current labels can be somewhat misleading 

for our Meeting. If the labels are changed, care needs to be taken 

in the words used and the definition. Clear definitions will be key. 

Chestnut Ridge 

Residential status does not make for an active status. 

Speaking for myself; Zoom has allowed me to be more active in 

committee meetings; but I have not attended regularly scheduled 

meeting for worship by Zoom yet. 

I see that attending meeting for worship at least once a 

month is used as a guideline for the active status. I try to attend 

Chestnut Ridge (my home meeting) once a month, at least. Another 

meeting I attend fairly regularly is Stillwater. 

Chesterfield 

Residential and faithful attendance is not necessarily the 

same.  We have folks within walking distance we seldom see and 

others who drive miles faithfully.  Generally Zoom has not impacted 

Chesterfield as we are unable to Zoom from the meeting house (I'm 

told due to insufficient signal).  I guess the question is, what do you 

want to measure?  Do we want to know where folks live or do we 

want to know what % regularly attend meeting? 

Rockingham 

This is from the minutes of Rockingham Monthly Meeting 

this fifth month: 

Dave Casterline has brought us a question from the yearly 

meeting recorder concerning whether resident – non-resident or 

active-inactive – best describes our members.  Upon consideration, 
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we realize that with our changed circumstances since a year ago, 

the active – inactive spectrum is more relevant to our membership 

situation than the resident – non-resident dichotomy.  We ask Dave 

to convey that to the yearly meeting recorder.  In addition, we 

sense that it is important to participate in both meeting for worship 

and meeting for business.  We are thankful that the Zoom platform 

now allows many people who cannot be with us in person to 

participate nevertheless with us in worship. 

Middleton 

We did count those who participated via Zoom as active 

members. Zoom video has been used in Middleton Mtg for our 

Monthly Business meeting. Having their participation in this way 

has been an encouragement to our small meeting. Some who are 

skeptical about the technology have become more accepting. The 

affiliates who can join in this way become more active. We would 

like to somehow make it possible for them to join us in worship too. 

 

Crossroads 

The most active members of Crossroads, other than me, 

live in other states. One in North Carolina and the other in 

Tennessee.  Our resident members only take part in work around 

the meetinghouse.  As you mentioned in your e-mail, we have 

several regular attenders that are in different countries. Some have 

expressed the feeling that Crossroads is their home and I feel they 

request membership in the future.  Some are hoping that a 

meeting will be formed near them. 

    Crossroads has taken the idea that all membership 

happens at the Monthly Meeting level. We have decided that the 

most active and regular attenders have earned the right of full 

membership. Both of them are also active in yearly meeting 

committees and duties. 

     Because of the lack of contact or availability of 

communication, one of our members is being released from 
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membership.  It does not seem right to keep someone on the books 

just to have a name on the list. 

    These are my thoughts in particular order.  I hope at least 

part of them make sense and can be useful. 

 

Keystone 

We find both designations “active/non-active” and 

“residential/non-residential” to be unhelpful and unclear in 

measuring participation. 

We recommend abandoning “residential/non-residential” 

designations, and we are unclear as to the usefulness of 

measuring participation with “active/non-active” language.  

Marlborough 

Marlborough Monthly Meeting of Friends discussed the 

item placed before the Recorders on 5th Month 16th 2021. 

We do not think it necessary for record keeping of 

Resident/Non-resident. 

We do not feel there should be a change to Active/non-

active. 

Considerable concern was expressed that the status of 

Active not be a prerequisite for participation in business. 

 

Salem-Upper Springfield 

It is our general sense that designating memberships as 

active vs. inactive and resident vs. nonresident does not currently 

serve a purpose for our meeting, particularly in gathering a number 

for publication in the yearly meeting minutes.  With the advent of 

Zoom meetings drawing participants from all over the country and 

the globe, an affiliate designation noted beside a member’s name 

also has limited, if any, use.  One Friend suggested that 

active/inactive designations might be useful in determining who 

would be available in business or committee work.  Whether 

designated or not, the small body of those who are actively 

attending know, it would seem, who is available.  In the same 
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sense, the attending body would know which members nearby 

might be served by M&O.  There are also ways of being “active” 

even if not an attendee at weekly meetings, perhaps even as a 

nonresident wishing to serve at a distance. 

We value all our members and wish to encourage them in 

any way that we can, not by designations, but rather by being 

grateful they choose to continue their membership in Salem-Upper 

Springfield Monthly Meeting. 

Summary 
Monthly meetings are united in understanding that 

residential and faithful attendance is not necessarily the same. 

Residential status does not make for active status. Using distance 

from the meeting as an indicator of involvement is no longer as 

accurate. We do not think it is necessary for record keeping to use 

Resident/Non-resident. 

There is less unity on the use of Active/In-active 

designations. For some meetings, the active-inactive spectrum is 

more relevant to their membership situations than Resident/Non-

resident. Other meetings do not see Active/Non-Active as relevant 

to their meetings (and the yearly meeting as a whole) and feel there 

should not be a change to use Active/In-active. 

Care needs to be taken in what is taken to define active 

participation. If the wording were changed to “active-in active,” 

there is a concern that “in-active” could be seen as negative. The 

presence of an “in-active” member’s beliefs and connection to the 

meeting may be seen as dismissed. 

We are not clear on what to suggest moving forward. One 

meeting raised the possibility of modifying the 1st Query. Perhaps 

there should be a greater focus on understanding the life of the 

meeting in this query. Should we be working more on our outreach 

to members that are not regular attenders and finding out how we 

can support them better? Are we actively supporting members at 

a distance?  
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The Zoom platform has been helpful by allowing people 

who cannot be present in person to participate in worship and 

business meetings.  Other Friends have been able to be more active 

in committee meetings.  Some who are skeptical about the 

technology have become more accepting.  Yet one meeting is 

unable to hold Zoom meetings from the meeting house because of 

insufficient signal. 

 

Following a brief period of closing worship, the meeting 

adjourned until 2pm.  

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, 

Eighth Month 4th, Afternoon session.  

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. 

When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy 

went and sold all he had and bought that field. Again, the 

kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 

pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away 

and sold everything he had and bought it -. 

Matthew 13:44-46 

Query Summaries 

The Meeting read the seventh and eighth Queries 

and approved the following summaries.  

7th Query. Do we observe simplicity in our manner 

of living, sincerity in speech, and modesty in apparel? Do 

we guard against involving ourselves in temporal affairs to 

the hindrance of spiritual growth? Are we just in our 

dealings and careful to fulfill our promises? Do we seek to 

make our Christian faith a part of our daily work?  

OYM Summary. For the most part, we see ourselves 

as living a simple lifestyle. We try to be sincere in our 

speech and to encourage each other to examine our choice 

of words with care. We are modest in our dress and take 
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care not to incur undue expenses or to be distracting. In all 

these things, we trust our Guide for discernment of what 

we are being called to do, and we value faithfulness to each 

person’s calling more than the details to which each of us 

is called.  Many of us risk allowing temporal affairs to take 

us away from the presence of the Lord and a sense of His 

peace, but during the COVID-19 pandemic some have 

experienced a slower pace of life, allowing them more time 

for spiritual pursuits.  Many of us pray and/or read 

Scripture regularly as a spiritual practice, and some 

members have been participating in online Quaker 

seminars and spiritual programs.  We believe that we deal 

justly and respectfully with other people. While some of us 

are careful to promise only what we feel we can fulfill, 

others recognize that at times we take on more than we are 

able to handle. We try to make our Christian faith a part of 

our everyday life in our paid jobs, volunteer work and 

homes. 

8th Query. Are we faithful to Christ’s command to 

avoid swearing oaths? Are we watchful for and faithful to 

Christ’s promptings to share with others our testimony 

against the use of oaths? Do we avoid gambling and 

speculation based on the principles of chance? 

OYM Summary. When the situation presents itself, 

we avoid swearing oaths. Some have found occasion to 

explain this testimony. Some feel that in today’s climate of 

losing respect for knowledge, or truthful speech and honest 

intent, we could be prompted to be more persistent and 

courageous in speaking up for the Truth. Nearly all of us 

avoid gambling, games of chance and speculation. Some 

donate money rather than participate in raffles. Some are 

lobbying against building a casino or foregoing tax rebates 

funded by casino revenue.  
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Walton Home Report 

We read a letter from the Walton Home Board and 

the annual report by Jamie Helmick, Executive Director. 

We rejoice in the ongoing health of the Walton Home, 

providing a healthy and nurturing environment for its 

residents. Jamie provided some additional information 

regarding some of the recent renovations, which resulted 

in every resident now having a handicapped-accessible 

bathroom. He also mentioned that with the difficulty in 

maintaining the staff levels, existing staff have stepped up 

and continued a high level of care for the residents. 

Ministering to the spiritual needs of the residents has 

continued, with Jamie stepping in to fill gaps during 

periods of visiting restrictions due to the pandemic. We 

thank Jamie for being such a caring and conscientious 

director! 

Walton Retirement Home Inc. 

President’s Letter & Annual Report 

Eighth Month, 2021 

Walton Home Board, President’s Letter 

Eighth Month, 2021 

Dear Friends and friends, 
This past year of COVID-19 pandemic is one I'm sure 

none of us want to see again. I believe this is especially true 
of the health care/nursing home kinds of business. Few of us 
can really appreciate the challenges those folks have had to 
deal with. 

I can't find the words to properly express my 
gratitude to Jamie and the staff working with him for the job 
they have done to try to keep all the residents of Walton 
safe.  There have been very few cases of COVID-19 at 
Walton.  Keeping Walton safe and uninfected has required 
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from all the staff long hours at work and short hours at 
home with their families. 

Please remember Walton's staff and residents in 
your prayers and your contributions.  Thank you. 

Bob Rockwell, President 
Walton Retirement Home Board    

Walton Retirement Home Annual Report 
Eighth Month, 2021 

Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 
Galatians 6:2   

My Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your careful prayers and consideration 
this past year. The generosity many of you have shown both 
personally and collectively to Walton, her staff, and me 
personally was so encouraging. Words will fall short in the 
giving of thanks. But know you made a very positive impact 
on the souls of many at a very trying time.  

By the grace of God, Walton continues to excel in 
providing a nurturing home for all who come her way. We 
also enjoy strong relationships with all the governing and 
licensure bodies tasked with inspecting and regulating our 
industry. Walton earned a deficiency free survey with the 
Ohio Department of Health in one of the hardest years in 
health care in recent memory. To God be the glory! 

We continue to struggle with staffing. We are so 
thankful to have the faithful souls we do and would not have 
the success we enjoy without their sacrifices. They are many 
and often. Our Director of Nursing, Nancy Napolitano, has 
been a bulwark of strength, calm, and compassion. We are 
greatly indebted to her especially. We are in need of more 
faithful souls to share the daily workload and provide a 
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better balance of work and personal life for the staff. We 
continue the search diligently.  

We took advantage of the building closure and low 
census to perform some needed remodeling. We were able 
to accomplish great things this past year despite the 
plethora of challenges and still finish with a surplus of 
$48,771. 

The ever-changing landscape of rules and regulations 
keeps our pencils sharp and laptops warm. 

The Fiduciary Trustees continue their faithful support 
and management of our investments. We are grateful to 
have the peace of mind that comes from having a strong and 
growing endowment.   

I encourage you to participate in the corporation 
meeting hosted at Walton Home in the meeting room on the 
lower level (our usual meeting place) and via Zoom on 4th 
day @ 3:30pm. Our accounting compilation and a more 
detailed overview of the year will be discussed at that time 
as well. All are welcome!   

Respectfully submitted,  
Jamie A. Helmick 
Executive Director 
Walton Retirement Home    

P.S.  Please contact me by phone (740-425-2344) or 
by email (executivedirector@waltonhome.org) if you would 
like more information on our wonderful work or to have one 
of our monthly newsletters mailed to you. 

 

Following a brief period of closing worship, the 

meeting adjourned so Friends can attend the Walton 

Corporation Meeting, also held here at Stillwater. 
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Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, 

Eighth Month 5th, Morning session.  
 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

husbandman.  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit 

he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he 

purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.  Now ye are 

clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.  

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 

of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except 

ye abide in me.  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 

abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 

fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

John 15: 1-5.  

 

We are glad to welcome among us Angela Hopkins. 

We have also received two travelling minutes for Friends 

from North Carolina Yearly Meeting – Nancy Craft and 

Darlene Stanley. It has been a blessing to have them join 

us by Zoom this year. We fondly remember previous visits 

by Nancy and Darlene over the past years. The clerk will 

endorse the minutes on behalf of the Yearly Meeting. 

 

Query Summaries  

The Meeting read the ninth Query and the 

Administrative Queries, and the following Yearly Meeting 

summaries were approved.  

9th Query. Are we sensitive to the problems of 

family living? Do we offer counseling to couples both before 

and after marriage? How are we helping individuals, 

married couples and family units to strengthen and enrich 

their lives? 
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YM Summary. We believe that we are sensitive to 

the problems of family living and stand ready to help, as 

prompted by the Lord. All family units have problems, even 

single people. Geographic distance and the pandemic have 

resolved some issues, while new issues have arisen. Some 

of those around us experience stress resulting from multi-

generational households, health concerns, and child-

raising issues, but have found some relief from receiving 

support from Friends in the meeting.  

 Counsel to couples before the wedding usually 

takes place through clearness committees, which have been 

remarkably successful in assisting the couple in discerning 

the right way forward. Some couples realized they were not 

compatible and either postponed a wedding or opted not to 

marry. An important element has been to remind the 

couple not to become involved in a physical relationship 

until after they have come into full communion with each 

other and the Lord. One means of strengthening marriages 

has been a course prepared by the Tabers based on the 

book, The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman.  

    Meetings have endeavored to strengthen and 

enrich the lives of Friends through a variety of activities. 

Spending time together such as one meeting’s New Year’s 

Eve game night can be helpful to the entire family. Zoom 

has made it possible to connect with the wider community 

of Friends and share our experiences with empathy. In 

difficult discussions, we try to listen deeply until they find 

the answer coming to them from within. Offering 

unsolicited advice from a faith community may be 

awkward or unwelcome, but we have found that waiting for 

an opening can guide our steps into His Will. 

1st Adm. Query. What new meetings have been 

established? Have any meetings been discontinued? 

OYM Summary. No meetings have been established 

or discontinued.  
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2nd Adm. Query. Are schools encouraged for the 

education of our youth under the instruction of teachers in 

sympathy with us? Is each Meeting making effective efforts 

to aid parents in the suitable religious instruction of their 

children? 

OYM Summary. Some meetings have youth who 

attend, although First Day school was suspended during 

the deeper part of the pandemic. Some Friends have a 

concern to do more regarding their suitable religious 

instruction.  

3rd Adm. Query. Have the General Queries been 

read and deliberately pondered and answered in all our 

meetings? Have the Advices been regularly read? Is the 

best possible time chosen for their reading, suitable for 

deliberate consideration of them by all Friends and 

attenders for their individual, spiritual refreshment? 

OYM Summary. Meetings report the General 

Queries have been read, deliberately pondered, and 

answered by each meeting. Advices are read at a time 

chosen by the reader during the worship each First Day.  

4th Adm. Query. Are former minute books, all 

interment charts and all records of similar importance, 

stored in a suitable fireproof safe or vault? 

OYM Summary. Most interment charts, former 

minute books and records of similar importance are stored 

in a vault or fireproof safe (primarily Salem, Olney, and 

Swarthmore) and on microfilm. Digital versions of some 

records are maintained by many meetings, including some 

in a safety deposit box that are periodically updated. Some 

records are currently held by individual Friends, with some 

burial charts stored in meeting houses.  

5th Adm. Query. Are our meetings for business 

regularly held; fully and promptly attended? Are they 

conducted in a loving and solemn concern to make 

concerted effort toward unity of spirit? 
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OYM Summary. Meetings for business are held 

regularly, some by phone or online teleconferencing. Most 

resident Friends attend, and Zoom has made it possible for 

new Friends and/or attenders to join with us. Meetings for 

business are held in a loving manner with an effort toward 

unity of spirit. One meeting expressed a concern to be more 

mindful about maintaining the spirit of worship during 

business meetings.  

Fiduciary Trustees 

The Fiduciary Trustees provided the following 

report. We appreciate their careful management of the 

various funds in their care and are pleased to hear they can 

distribute a 15% return on investments. We approve their 

responsible recommendations regarding the gas well and 

ask that they provide us with an update at our next yearly 

meeting.  

Fiduciary Trustees of Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends 
Report for the Year Ending Sixth Month 30th, 2021 

For the fiscal year ending 6-30-2021 the Fiduciary 
Trustees are managing the following trust funds: 

 

Our income and expenses for the 2020-2021 fiscal 
year were: 
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The Fiduciary Trustees have agreed to pay 15.0% 
return on the trust funds in our care as the Annual 
Distribution for the fiscal year ending Sixth Month 30th, 
2021. 

When reviewing the recently closed fiscal year, and 
the value of our investments, the Fiduciary Trustees 
concluded that an Annual Distribution greater than the 
typical amount distributed in recent years was called for.  In 
recent years, our investments have increased in value at a 
pace that is faster than we had expected to be sustained.  In 
fiscal year 2020-2021, the value of our investments 
increased more than 22%.  We feel much of this value 
increase has been influenced by the fiscal stimulus efforts of 
the federal government over the past two years in response 
to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the U.S. and 
global economy.  We expect that influence will taper off, and 
possibly reverse some value gains, with time. 

For many, many years the Fiduciary Trustees have 
maintained a “Reserve Fund” which is intended to absorb 
the daily, monthly, and year-to-year variations in the value 
of our investments so the monthly meetings and the Yearly 
Meeting related accounts can be reasonably comfortable 
that their account has a stable value.  This “Reserve Fund” 
has grown significantly above our target level so we felt it 
was appropriate to reduce the fund closer to our target.  You 
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might recall that in the 2017-2018 fiscal year the Fiduciaries 
made a second distribution half way through the year to 
reduce the amount held in the “Reserve Fund”.  The 
committee will continue to monitor the value of the 
“Reserve Fund” and strive to be prudent in how it is 
managed. 

The Fiduciaries currently have one (1) home loan 
outstanding with Ohio Yearly Meeting members and one (1) 
mortgage loan outstanding with the Walton Retirement 
Home. 

The Ohio Yearly Meeting “Sale of Property to OFS” 
fund is valued at $64,861 as of Sixth Month 30th, 2021.  We 
will continue to hold the balance of this fund and allow it to 
accrue interest until we receive instruction from the Yearly 
Meeting to take other action. 

In Ninth Month 2020, as directed by the Committee 
on Financing Educational Concerns, the Fiduciary Trustees 
distributed $8000 to the families of four (4) Ohio Yearly 
Meeting children attending Olney or private secondary 
schools.  Also as directed by the committee, $14,886 was 
sent to Olney Friends School from the income generated by 
the Education Trust Funds which we hold in support of 
scholarships, a Christian Quaker presence, the library, 
repairs and improvements, and athletics at Olney. 

Ohio Yearly Meeting members may or may not be 
aware that there is a gas well on the Yearly Meeting 
property known as the Plummer Farm.  This well was drilled 
in 1980 in the hope that it might generate sufficient 
amounts of natural gas and or oil, which could then be sold, 
to generate income for Olney.  The well never produced 
enough gas or oil to make it commercially viable.  Eventually, 
the natural gas coming from the well was connected to the 
Plummer Farmhouse to be used for operating a furnace and 
generating hot water.  Over the years the amount of gas 
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from the well has declined and it is now used only for 
producing limited amounts of hot water. 

The Fiduciaries have had a growing concern for a 
number of years that the above ground equipment, installed 
when the well was drilled, has not been maintained, is 
rusting away, and poses somewhat of a safety risk.  We are 
not aware of any efforts to maintain the well output for over 
25 years and we do not know if the well is leaking natural 
gas into the environment.  Don Guindon, the Olney Farm 
Manager, has expressed a desire to be able to return the 
area around the well to use for farming purposes. 

The Fiduciaries are aware that the Plummer House 
Committee is planning to install a natural gas heater in the 
upper level of the house and is contacting Columbia Gas 
about installing a gas line, and meter, to supply the 
house.  We feel that, with this action, it would be wise to 
have all natural gas appliances in the house connected to 
one source for efficiency and safety purposes. 

The Fiduciary Trustees feel we are reaching a point in 
the life of the gas well that the appropriate, responsible, and 
most cost-effective action would be to actively consider 
retiring the well.  This would require us to “plug and 
abandon” the well in a manner that meets the requirements 
of the State of Ohio. 

With the approval of the Yearly Meeting, the 
Fiduciary Trustees plan to gather more information on the 
process of retiring the well, reliable contractors, and the 
cost.  We will work with Olney Friends School since the 
school is listed with the State of Ohio as the owner of the 
well; Ohio Yearly Meeting owns the land but Olney owns the 
lease for the well.  We discussed this topic with Olney at the 
annual lease review in Sixth Month.  We would plan to take 
more information to the Representative Meeting in Eleventh 
Month. 
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Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Fiduciary Trustees, 

David E. Warrington 
President 
Fiduciary Trustees of the Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends 

 

Financing Educational Concerns Committee 

The Financing Educational Concerns Committee 

reported on its work over the past year. We appreciate their 

work assisting teenagers with their educational needs, and 

a parent of one of the children shared his appreciation as 

well.  

Financing Education Concerns Committee Report 

Eighth Month 2021 

Scholarships for OYM Children Trust Fund 

Members of the Financing Education Concerns Committee 
have considered the distribution of income generated by the 
Scholarships for OYM Children Trust Fund this year. The funds are 
intended for high school age members of the yearly meeting who 
are attending Friends schools, other private schools, or who are 
homeschooled.  This year, we are aware of two members of high 
school age attending Olney Friends School and one attending 
Brooklyn Friends School. 

As usual, the net income from the Scholarships for OYM 
Children Trust Fund has been reduced by the Inflation 
Accumulation rate set by the Fiduciary Trustees.  The income 
generated and available this year is $18,896.90. The funds that 
are not awarded each year accumulate in the Trust Fund as 
unrestricted funds, and these are available in addition to this 
year’s income. 

In 2020, we awarded $2,000 each to the families of the 
four students who qualified for this support. For the approaching 
school year, there are three members eligible. The committee 
proposes that each of the three students’ families be awarded 
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$4,000 for a total disbursement of $12,000. The balance of the 
distribution available will remain in the accumulated, unrestricted 
funds for future use.  

As always, we ask that meetings with members who meet 
the criteria for Ohio Yearly Meeting scholarship funds make the 
committee aware of their names.  

Education Trust Funds held for the benefit of Olney Friends School 

After consideration, we concur with David Warrington’s 
recommendation concerning the distribution from the Education 
Trust Funds for Olney Friends School. The school will receive 
$38,210.20 which represents the net income for these funds 
minus the Inflation Accumulation for the year which is credited to 
the trust funds. 

The Committee, 
Beverly Kirk Shull 
Janet Hammer 
Rebecca Hawkins 
Debora Taber 

Travel Fund 

The committee managing the Travel Fund 

forwarded the following report. A committee member 

mentioned that the committee anticipates a significant 

need for FWCC travel in 2024. The Yearly Meeting thanks 

them for their faithfulness planning for travel assistance.  

Travel Fund Committee Report 2021 

   Travel fund requests were less this year due to 
virtual meetings being held instead of in-person meetings 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  We paid the 
registration fees for Sylvia Thomas and Earl Smith to attend 
the virtual FCNL annual meeting held in November 2020. We 
also paid the registration fee for Beverly Shull to attend the 
virtual FWCC meeting held in March 2021.  Our other two 
FWCC representatives were not able to participate.  
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Balance 07/01/2020                                $6,741.77  

Income  
OYM allocation                                    $3,100.00  

Interest                                                       $8.82  

Total Income                                   $9,850.59  

Expenses  
FCNL representatives $150.00  

FWCC representatives                          $150.00  

Total Expenses                                $300.00  

Fund Balance 06/30/2021                     $9,550.59  

  The Travel Fund Committee would like to request 
$2300 for the upcoming year, a decrease from what we 
normally request due to our lower expenses.  The FCNL 
annual meeting will be held virtually again this year.  There 
will be a one day virtual meeting for FWCC.   We have 
prepared a five year budget and use this to base our request 
to the Yearly Meeting.  This request, which we realize is a 
large part of the Yearly Meeting budget, tries to minimize 
the yearly fluctuation in our budget requests from the Yearly 
Meeting. 

  In answer to the two questions approved by 
Representative Meeting for each Committee to 
consider:  we do feel like the Lord is guiding our work as a 
committee as well as the work of the representatives that 
we support with travel funds.  We feel that the current 
number of four members serving on this committee is ideal. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janet Hammer, clerk 
Dennis Rockwell, treasurer 
David Eley 
Robert Becerra 
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Olney School Farm Report 

The Olney School Farm report was read. This was a 

very interesting account of farm activities. Don Guindon 

has a video presentation that will be given later this week. 

The life in the farm and synergy with the school have been 

a delight for all parties.  

 

Olney School Farm Report to Ohio Yearly Meeting 
2021 

The Olney School farm continues to operate on 
environmentally sound principles using the land more fully 
while maintaining stewardship and ecologically balanced 
practices.  Our organic farm was recertified Sixth Month 8th, 
2021. 

The Ag Science class worked on pasture maps to 
figure out a rotational grazing system for the beef 
cows.  They worked on invasive species control by cutting off 
the seed heads of Johnson grass to reduce reseeding.  Paper 
was also made from the leaves.  Winter plans are for setting 
up a 350 gallon fish tank in the greenhouse for aquaponics.  

The hoop house and Sunnyside garden provided the 
school with spinach, lettuce, arugula, chard, beets, kale and 
radishes throughout the Spring.  We are now getting carrots, 
tomatoes, herbs, beans, summer squash, garlic, peppers and 
some greens.  Later we will have onions, winter squash, 
melons, sweet potatoes, milling corn, and sweet corn.  Due 
to good electric fencing around the gardens, we have been 
successful with squash, sweet potatoes, and sweet corn. 

We got the Farmall A tractor running and now are 
able to cultivate corn and hill potatoes.  We were able to 
purchase a feed grinder mixer, manure spreader and a used 
Ford three bottom plow with generous contributions from 
alumni classes.  We still need a hay bine, grain drill and a 45 
hp tractor. 
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LIVESTOCK:   
Beef –twenty-three were sold locally and two were 
taken to “Custom Killing” for meat 
processing.  Fifteen calves have been born. 

Goats have been rotationally grazing the overgrown 
parts of the campus and the goats are finally being 
used as I’d hoped they would when we first got 
them.  In the past, maintenance would have spent a 
lot of time clearing these banks. 

Pigs – Two pigs were processed providing 410 lbs. 
meat 

Chickens – There are 400 broilers to be processed 
and 94 layers providing lots of eggs. 

Turkeys – We raised seventeen turkeys for 
Thanksgiving. 

Other farm projects included: fence row cleaning, 
cutting down dead ash trees, pruning the five apple trees 
remaining, stump grubbing and tree removal in the old 
orchard, equipment repairs and maintenance, building 
wagon bed and rebuilding a two-wheel trailer. 

Don Guindon, Farm Manager and Cayce Morrison, 
Assistant Farm Manager. 

Plummer House 

The committee managing the Plummer House 

reported on its activities. We are always glad to hear of 

their progress maintaining and improving the Plummer 

House, which was almost demolished in 2007.   

 

Plummer House Report to OYM – 2021 
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The grant money received in 2020 provided us funds 
for heating the upstairs of the Plummer House for use in 
winter.  The heating had been provided by whatever heat 
from a downstairs wood burning stove came upstairs and 
single electric heaters in the bedrooms. We had decided on 
zone heating for the building since the whole building would 
not always be used at the same time.  The house originally 
had a gas furnace which proved to be very expensive to heat 
the whole house.  The first phase of the heating project was 
completed in 2018 when a “Mini Split” system was installed 
in the kitchen for heating the downstairs rooms. The funds 
this past year were used to purchase a gas heating system 
for heating the upstairs in the amount of $2,490.00 and 
additional funds were spent on hardware for installation of 
gas lines.  This system should be sufficient to heat the 
upstairs bedrooms and the bathroom already has a newly 
installed electric heater.  This system is in the process of 
installation.  When installation is complete, Columbia gas 
will complete connections for providing gas to the 
house.  The property has a gas well which provides just 
enough gas for the water heater.  It is uncertain whether the 
well would provide sufficient gas for the house if it were 
renovated which would cost a considerable large amount of 
money. 

The building has had very little use in 2020 due to the 
pandemic.  It was used by an individual for quarantining due 
to the pandemic in exchange for maintenance and Olney 
had their Halloween party there.  The building was 
maintained, and small projects were completed by 
volunteers.  Damage to the ceiling tiles in the middle 
downstairs rooms from a water leak several years ago was 
repaired.  The yard and grounds have been faithfully 
maintained by Brenda Beal, daughter of Marie Bundy.  We 
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look forward to making the building available for public use 
in the near future. 

Financial Report:  Balance 7/31/20 $5,047.26  
     

  Income: Total Income $0.00 
      

  Expenses: Electric $346.16 

   Water $200.00 

   Gas Heater $3,000.00 

   
Miscl. $34.68 

     

   Total Expense $3,580.84 
     

   Balance 6/30/21 $1,466.42 

Ohio Yearly Meeting for Ministry & Oversight 

Ohio Yearly Meeting for Ministry & Oversight reported on 

its labor this week. The labors of M&O during worship by 

Zoom over the course of the pandemic has brought 

encouragement and spiritual nurture to multiple 

attenders, resulting in several becoming members. The YM 

thanks M&O members for their faithfulness.  

Report of OYM M&O 2021 

Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because 

ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. Labor not for the 

meat which perisheth, but for the meat which endureth 

until everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto 

you. – John 6: 26-27 

We received some edifying ministry to open our 
session this year. 

• Art thou called to the ministry of the Heavenly 
Father, individually or corporately? Open up and 
invite in the Holy Spirit for the precious new 
anointing. 

• Christ saves from Satan’s power. 
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• The sharing of Truth gives encouragement.  

We are thankful that we can gather together in 
person this year as well as those attending via Zoom. We 
appreciate all who come. We had eight visitors outside OYM 
during the first session.  

Many have felt the isolation from the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. As Friends turned to Internet 
connections, using the Zoom platform for worship, 
fellowship, business and question/answer dialogs, we are 
blessed to know that God has a plan. Members report that 
worship times are real and covered, people attend from 
around the globe, and that the dialog about Friends 
methods and practices have been fruitful. Some have found 
more time to read either devotionals, Friends writings, and 
the Bible.  

Members have suffered from physical health 
problems or deaths in the family. Fervent prayers were 
made that God would hold them up, heal them, and nurture 
them as was His will. We also recognize the stress Friends 
face when being overworked. We as a community would like 
to be better able to assist each other to cope with the 
stresses that some have faced disproportionately.  

Many times we do not realize how our lives do speak 
when our desire is to serve our God, our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. When we act with God’s leading, we feel peace 
and joy which helps us know we are being faithful. Our hope 
is that we grow in grace, being made aware of opportunities 
to share the wonderful Light that we have been given. We 
do need to encourage ourselves to not only to listen to our 
leadings but to act upon them, fulfilling our part the Lord has 
given us to do. Some felt caution in their hearts to mind 
personal control and simplicity in their lives, allowing more 
time with God and family. 
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We have seen blossoming gifts through contacting 
Friends through e-mail and traditional means the past year, 
although we know more can be done to encourage one 
another in their gifts.  

O teach us, Lord, that we may teach 
The precious things thou dost impart; 

And wing our words that they may reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart. 

Kenneth Doudna, 12/5/1996 

On behalf of OYM M&O,  
Mary Alice Pino and Burton Doudna, clerks 

Prayer & Listening Committee 

The Prayer & Listening Committee made its final 

report to the Representative Meeting over the past year, 

and most of its recommendations were adopted. Its work 

now complete, the Yearly Meeting lays it down and releases 

its members.  

Following announcements and a period of closing 

worship, the meeting adjourned until 10am tomorrow.  

 

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends,  

Eighth Month, 5th, Afternoon Session.  

How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one 

of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a 

revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done 

unto edifying.  If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let 

it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; 

and let one interpret.  But if there be no interpreter, let him 

keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, 

and to God.  Let the prophets speak two or three, and let 

the other judge.  If any thing be revealed to another that 
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sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.  For ye may all 

prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be 

comforted.  1 Corinthians 14:26-31.  

 

We are glad to welcome among us Tom Roberts and 

Brad Jackson from Western Yearly Meeting.   

Lois Edgerton sent the following letter we heard 17 

years ago, but which is appropriate for us today.  

 

Greetings from the Edgertons! 

Tony’s mother, Elsie, was an avid reader. This message was 
tucked away in one of her books. It was written by Dorothy 
Hutchinson.  

“The Spirit gives power to act significantly – not 
necessarily to succeed. We must not be closed to new 
light in the spiritual or intellectual. No matter how hard 
we study, it is through prayer that one achieves the 
openness – the ability to say what God wants us to say. To 
receive the free gift of strength is to pray. One sometimes 
embraces hopelessness as an escape from action. There is 
a form of prayer that, unless it leads to action, is an 
escape. Prayer is never an end in situations where there is 
room for constructive action. Prayer is a preparation; we 
hand the problem to God and He hands it right back. The 
prayer on how to act is always answered constructively. If 
one is not open to action as the result of prayer, perhaps 
one had better not pray. Action is a required release; 
don’t pray unless you offer yourselves. Prayer makes us 
sensitive to God’s love for his children.” 

If you are like us, the hopeless escape continues to 
present itself. There is an urge to give up on trying to 
create Heaven on Earth. However, the urge to bend to the 
Spirit – to act significantly in our small arena – prevails. 
We add our voices to the chorus of those who call for a 
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more equitable sharing of world resources. We stand with 
those who seek peaceful solutions to conflicts, large and 
small. In our small way, we support causes we feel are 
working to alleviate poverty and oppression and are 
working for the common good of all peoples of the earth. 
We believe heaven on earth cannot be achieved any other 
way. We believe God’s will and power leads us into action 
when and where there is a need. We must not turn from 
that Love and Power that calls us to live simply, cherish a 
forgiving spirit, and work to take away the occasion of all 
wars. We pray for the day when His will is done. 

Tony and Lois [Edgerton] 

Christian Education Camp 

We heard the report of the Christian Education 

Camp, which met for three days a few weeks ago with the 

theme “What a Friend we have in Jesus”. Their annual 

reports are always a joy to hear, as the campers learn about 

Christ Jesus and the activity of the Holy Spirit among us. 

Jo Mae Rockwell reported that half of the counselors and 

campers are either Friends or have family ties. Six day 

campers came from a local Methodist congregation. We 

appreciate the sacrifice of time and energy that goes into 

the planning and execution of the Camp.  

Christian Education Camp 2021 
Christian Education Camp was held this year, Seventh 

month 19th through 21st, at the Olney Friends School.  Our 
theme this year was “What a Friend we have in Jesus”. We 
were blessed to have 6 day-campers, 10 overnight campers, 
11 high school age counselors plus 6 full time adult 
counselors.  Some of our committee members were not able 
to participate in camp as much as they would have liked.  

We had extra help with things for camp from several 
local Friends.  Robert Rockwell and Robert Stratton built, 
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started, and managed our campfires. Kay Smith and Robert 
Stratton helped with driving for some of our activities off the 
Olney campus.  Debra Taber, Marisa Becerra, Lynn 
Boughman and Marie Bundy helped with some food 
acquisitions and preparations.  We had many yummy snacks 
donated by Winifred and Robert Stratton, Kay Smith, Barb 
and Dave Warrington, plus the campers’ families. We are 
greatly thankful for all the prayers that were sent to God for 
camp! 

Camp was quite different this year. We took extra 
health precautions- frequent hand washing, served food, 
used disposable tableware, ate outside, careful room 
assignments for overnight accommodations, masks when in 
buildings and in close encounters with non-family 
members.  Due to Olney not having a cook, we ended up 
purchasing and cooking our own meals during camp.  This 
was quite a challenge but because of Kathy Kovalick’s 
capable leadership, JoMae, Dave, and Barb’s willingness to 
help with kitchen duties, and assistance from the teen 
counselors to help serve, everyone had their fill of delicious 
food. 

Marie also continued facilitating an activity called 
“What’s It”, each morning, she brought in a plant or pictures 
of plants and field guides for the campers and counselors to 
help identify the mystery plant.  Each guess was placed in a 
container.  During the evening meal, the name of the plant 
was revealed and those who identified the plant were 
currently acknowledged. 

Mornings were filled with Bible lessons and art 
time.  Jean Cooper taught the older campers and the teen 
counselors in Bible lessons while Lily Rockwell, assisted by 
Barb, led the younger campers in Bible lessons.  Jo Mae and 
her helpers facilitated art time.  Camp shirts were decorated 
with acrylic paint and fabric medium.  Making geckos or 
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lizards made of beads was an especially popular craft to 
make this year.   

Sunday evening, everyone enjoyed swimming at the 
Barnesville pool.  Monday afternoon was also spent at the 
Barnesville Park hiking around the lake, playing on the 
playground, and enjoying water balloons.  Monday evening, 
we appreciated having a cookout/potluck in the Locust 
Grove with Stillwater Meeting and other local friends and 
some campers’ families.  We participated in a very 
entertaining Scavenger Hunt using Bible verses to find the 
appropriate missing word. Once the missing word was 
identified then teams were able to complete the 
action.  S’mores and singing around the campfires concluded 
our evening.  Tuesday afternoon, we enjoyed Putt-Putt Golf 
at Barkcamp free of charge.  A snack and a quick swim in the 
lake for those who wanted to get wet rounded out that 
outing.  After supper on Tuesday, we all participated in skits 
– Shadrack, Meshach, and Abednego; Paul and Silas in 
prison; and Jesus healing the paralyzed man that got 
lowered through the roof – helped us think creatively about 
friendship.  Tuesday night concluded with a teaching and a 
simple re-enactment of The Lord’s Supper for the older 
campers and teen counselors.  Seeds were planted and the 
adults involved were positively impacted by that 
experience.  We were blessed to have hot but dry weather 
and safety throughout camp. 

The summary of camp does not adequately describe 
the ministry of Christian Education Camp.  Seeds of Christ’s 
love, forgiveness, guidance, and salvation are sown in many 
hearts.  There are friendships that develop, memories are 
made, happiness, security and God’s love are felt at camp. 
Some campers have already stated they want to come to 
camp next year. 
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2022 camp is planned to take place on the Olney 
Friends School campus from Sixth month 19th through the 
22nd.  We continue to need all your prayers and financial 
support for this ministry.  As there are many children and 
teens that need assistance in coming to camp, prices 
increasing, and the uncertainty of Olney’s capabilities to 
provide kitchen staff, we would humbly request the Yearly 
Meeting to prayerfully consider increasing our annual 
allocation slightly from what it was in 2019 ($1,500). 
Financial Report 

8/1/2019     $2,145.86  Beginning Fund Balance 

Camp Revenue   

           8.17  Bank Interest 

         1,200.00  Yearly Meeting Funding 

        910.00  Camper fees  

        328.00  Donations 

  $ 2,446.17  Revenue 

    

Camp Expenses   

  $ (973.00) Paid to Olney Friends School for Board. 

 (105.00) Background checks 

             (30.00) Pool rental 

 (543.04) Groceries  

 (16.45) Crafts  

 (40.15) Postage  

 (5.00) Copies & Pictures 

  $(1,712.64) Expenses for 2021 Christian Education Camp 

 $   733.53  Net Gain/(Loss) 

       

7/31/21 $0 Cash on hand 

   2,879.39  Belmont Savings Account Balance 

 $2,879.39  Camp Fund Balance 
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Friends Center Committee 

The Friends Center Committee gave us an exciting 

report on its activities the past year. We rejoice in the 

committee’s construction of the Taber Room Addition, 

which nears completion and which expands the 

functionality of the Morlan for events and for providing 

space for refreshments. Several Friends have worked hard, 

including Robert Rockwell, Dennis Rockwell, and David 

Male. We look forward to the upcoming Friends Center 

events and encourage everyone to consider which ones best 

meets their needs.  

Friends Center Report to Ohio Yearly Meeting 2021 
In a year of opportunities to rediscover our priorities, 

the Friends Center Committee has been busy improving our 
facilities in Barnesville and learning new ways to reach 
people beyond our active resident members.  We feel called 
to offer a message of hope rooted in the Christian and 
biblical testimonies of our forebears and relevant to the 
language and conditions of our time. 

In 11th Month, Ken Jacobsen led our first ever online 
retreat via Zoom from his home in Wisconsin, “Healing in the 
Gospels and in Ourselves.” In 3rd Month, Brian Drayton 
returned to us, again via Zoom, from New England with Jay 
O’Hara for a weekend on, “Climate Crisis and Spiritual 
Wholeness.” Our third weekend program, “What Does it 
Mean to be a Friend?” led by David Male, became our first 
experiment with a hybrid or blended gathering, with two or 
three attending from the Friends Center while another 20 or 
so Zoomed in from as far away as the British Isles. With 
Stillwater Meeting we hosted Quaker Spring’s first hybrid 
gathering in 6th Month, with 7 members of the Planning 
Committee on site and over 100 attenders on Zoom 
worldwide. 
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The Quaker Spring group was the first to experience 
the not-quite-finished but usable Taber Room addition to 
our physical home in the Morlan. Since then that space has 
hosted a Rockwell Family Reunion and most recently Richard 
Simon’s 90th birthday celebration, comfortably 
accommodating more than 50 guests who never could have 
squeezed into the old living room. We are grateful both to 
have this addition and for the contributions of time, money 
and vision that made it possible. It is mostly now complete, 
except for a few furnishings, and mostly paid for. Thanks to 
all who made this possible. Come enjoy it when you can. 

We continue to ask ourselves how these blessings 
can be used to serve Friends both within and beyond Ohio 
Yearly Meeting with the Gospel of Love and Hope for our 
times. We have started building a more interactive 
website.  We are considering facilitating weekly or monthly 
Zoom gatherings. We have decided on four weekend 
programs for the coming year. The first, planned for 10th 
Month 1-3, facilitated by Diane Reynolds and Constance 
Bair-Thompson, and described more below, will look at how 
to do hospitality and outreach in the age of Zoom. Then in 
11th Month, Ken Jacobsen will continue our Gospel series 
with “Where is the Kingdom of Heaven, the Reign of Love?” 
In 3rd Month David Male will host the “Four Doors to 
Meeting for Worship” weekend that was cancelled in the 
Spring of 2020, and in 4th Month Susan Smith and other 
committee members will hold a time to explore “The Garden 
of Prayer.” 

We want to do more than our usual weekends. We 
want to engage our monthly meetings in   growing together 
into these new ways that the Holy Spirit of the Living God is 
inviting us into membership with one another, even when 
we cannot or do not gather physically on 1st Day mornings. 
We want to reach out in love to those who are still very 
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much a part of us whose family commitments, work 
requirements or other service opportunities make us feel far 
away from one another, and we want to be the place that 
people who have moved elsewhere can know as a home to 
which they can return. Please join us the first weekend in 
October, share with us your ideas, your struggles, your 
yearnings to be part of the blessing of our ancient faith 
tradition that has so much to offer ourselves and our 
troubled world. 

Gathering with Christ, Experiencing the New Creation 
Spring 2022 

The focus of this weekend arises from new questions 
being raised about how to do hospitality and outreach in the 
age of Zoom. The weekend will gather Ohio Yearly Meeting 
Friends from our “home community” together with other 
Quakers and people from other faith communities to 
explore what unites us, as seekers and sharers of the new 
creation that Christ has promised us.    

Here is the story so far: (Read it that way.) 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, 

“Behold, I am making everything new.”1 So, if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation; everything old has passed 
away; see, everything has become new.2  For neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything, but a new 
creation is everything.3  In other words, neither following nor 
disregarding law-based practices is anything, but living in a 
new creation is everything. In Christ, God was reconciling 
the world to himself, not counting our trespasses against us, 
and entrusting to us the message of our reconciliation to 
God through Christ.4      

We each have our story – perhaps a story both of 
encounters with the new creation and of our longing for 
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it.  What are we experiencing now that feels like this new 
creation?   

How does our past help us live in Christ’s new 
creation, individually and as a community?  How does our 
past hinder us? How do we share our experience of the new 
creation with each other, in person and at a distance (online 
and otherwise)?  How do we care for each other?  How do 
we welcome fellow seekers into the fabric of our 
community? 

Through worship, journaling and our own 
experiences, past and present, we will explore Christ’s 
promise to us, individually and as communities of 
faith:  “Behold, I make all things new.” 

1. Revelation 21:5      2. 2nd Corinthians 5:17     3. Galatians 6:15     4. 2nd 
Corinthians 5: 18-19 

Friends Center of Ohio Yearly Meeting Treasurer’s Report 

7/1/2020 - 6/30/2021 

$ 10,996.46 Beginning Balance 7/1/2020 

  

Funds received 
$ 22,550.00 Taber Room Donations 

40,000.00 From funds held by Fiduciary Trustees 

3,465.00 Event fees and donations 

7,000.00 Loan from OYM Fiduciary Trustees 

45.11 from Ohio Yearly Meeting 

$ 73,060.11 Total funds received 

  

Funds dispersed 
$ 76,982.48 Improvements - Taber Room construction 

 1,303.84 Maintenance, Cleaning and Supplies 

1,430.19 Utilities 

190.29 Promotion 

14.13 Miscellaneous 
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$ 79,920.93 Total funds dispersed 

  

 $ 4,135.64 Ending balance 6/30/2021 

Friends Center Taber Room Project Financial Report 
7/31/2021 

$ 80,528.80  Total cost as of 7/31/2021 

-73,380.00  Total contributions 

$7,148.80  Funds yet to be raised 

A loan of $7,000 was received from the OYM Fiduciary 
Trustees so that all suppliers and contractors have been paid, but 
repayment of this loan and additional improvements will require 
additional funds to be raised. 

Funds received so far have come from the following 

sources 

$ 10,000.00 Friends Center Funds 

20,000.00 OYM from sale of OFS property 

10,000.00 Kathryn Jacobsen bequest 

27,875.00 OYM members 

2,700.00 OYM Monthly Meetings 

  2,805.00 Other Gifts 

$ 73,380.00 Total contributions 

Comparison between total cost and original estimate 

$ 80,528.80  Total cost 

71,600  Original estimate 

$ 8,928.80   cost in excess of estimate 

This resulted from three primary areas 
$ 4,715.00 site prep 

2,789.00 building shell 

2,114.00 Heating & A/C 

$9,618.00 Total 
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The site prep cost included additional work to 
improve drainage around the building to correct basement 
flooding issues and a concrete subfloor in the crawl space 
under the addition. A decision was made to install a steel 
roof rather than the shingles in the original estimate for the 
building shell, and we knew well ahead of time that the 
estimate for the Heating and A/C was considerably low, so 
this was not a surprise. Cost savings in other areas, primarily 
due to labor provided by Bob and Denny Rockwell, reduced 
the cost overrun somewhat. Some work still to be complete 
but not originally estimated include baseboard and other 
trim and furnishings. 

Agenda Committee 

The Agenda Committee report was read. Sharon 

Helms announced that the committee has received $1,954 

in donations, so the committee does not need the requested 

amount. We may have a second Owl device tomorrow, so 

our hybrid experience may improve. Sharon has done an 

exemplary job in her year of loss, coordinating both the 

Gathering and Ohio Yearly Meeting. The Agenda 

Committee has been inspired by the Lord in many ways to 

enhance our experience of the Lord, whose touch makes all 

things new.  

Agenda Committee Report 2021 
          The work involved in preparing a Hybrid Yearly 

Meeting was an adventure in detail.  The technical 
challenges were met by a very resourceful group from nearly 
all of our Monthly Meetings.  Working with the already 
established team at Stillwater Monthly Meeting has brought 
about what promises to be a Spirit led Yearly Meeting for 
Friends all over the world.   

       The pandemic continues to cause trepidation and 
concern for many and we are happy to be able to bring the 
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Yearly Meeting to them in comfortable safe places.   A few 
Friends are led to join physically at the Stillwater 
Meetinghouse but we will all be together in the Lord. 

      Please continue to pray for those affected by this 
disease and for those yet exposed.  We look forward to a 
year when we can all be together in the same place for 
Yearly Meeting but we now know that there are Friends 
joining us that previously were not able.  We plan, Lord 
willing, to continue using the combination or hybrid meeting 
to have as many souls together as possible. 
     Thank you to all who worked so very hard to make this 
hybrid meeting possible! 

In the love of Christ Jesus, 

Charles C. Thomas, Jr., Sarah Parsons, Conrad Lindes, Nancy 
Hawkins, Robert Rockwell, Loisanne Rockwell, 
Terry  Wallace,  Bridget Casterline, Constance Bair-
Thompson, Sharon Helms. In loving memory of Philip W. 
Helms   1950 – 2021  who was supportive to his passing. 

Agenda Committee Financial Report 

06/30/2020 through 6/30/2021 

Starting Balance 06/30/2020 2,762.77 

Income 

 Donations for Zoom support 150.00 

  OYM Allocation 50.00 

  Dividend Credit 1.43 

  Total income 201.43 

Expenditures  

  Donation to Technical Improvements  

  Stillwater Meetinghouse…….................. 500.00 

  Total expenses………………………...................... 500.00 
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Income minus expenses 

Ending Balance 6/30/2020 ………….................... 2,464.20 
 

 

The Agenda Committee requested allocation.. $1000.00 

 
Committee to Support and Coordinate Outreach 

The Committee to Support and Coordinate 

Outreach gave the following report. The committee has 

actively pursued electronic opportunities to reach other 

people throughout the past year. The Ohio Yearly Meeting 

website has links to the various worship opportunities and 

study sessions where seasoned Friends from our Yearly 

Meeting answer questions. We are thankful for the 

faithfulness of the committee in its various projects.  

Report of the Committee to Support and Coordinate 

Outreach, 2021  

Our work, to support and coordinate outreach, is to 
foster connections between Monthly Meetings and those 
people who might hear and follow our message to turn to 
Christ’s spirit within ourselves, which will deliver us from evil 
thoughts and deeds and to lead us in the bearing of our daily 
inward crosses of humble obedience and love.   

For some time, our primary medium for doing this 
has been our website and email contact with seekers and 
isolated Friends.   Over the past year, the use of online 
worship, teaching, and study groups has grown dramatically. 
We have felt the Spirit of Christ among us while in worship 
with Friends and interested people from every continent but 
Antarctica.  Several Monthly Meetings now have their own 
online availability for business meetings and worship.  We 
encourage informal collaboration among Meetings to refine 
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the process of holding “hybrid” meetings (simultaneously in 
person and online). 

Online resources that we created in addition to the 
website include: 

• Online Bible studies; 

• Reading of Traditional Quaker Christianity, reading 
and discussion of other Friends’ writings; 

• A series of talks, with audience discussion, on 
Fundamental Beliefs of Conservative Friends; 

• A library of podcasts from recordings of the latter 
talks.  We have developed a small but loyal following 
and we have used the podcasts to announce events 
such as the Conservative Friends Gathering and 
Yearly Meeting Sessions. 

• A “Meeting for Questions” where Conservative 
Friends chosen by this committee are available to 
answer questions from any who join the sessions. 
We are reminded of the Valiant 60 who, at the 

beginning of the Friends movement, travelled all over 
England and the world to spread our understanding of the 
gospel. Through their obedience and selfless efforts, 
thousands became Friends.   However, it was necessary for 
these individuals to come into communion as meetings for 
us to become God’s “peculiar [personal, own] people,” a 
Society, standing as a city on a hill to show how Christ would 
have all people live.   This responsibility now stands with our 
Monthly Meetings. Outreach is hollow if it is not followed up 
with “Inreach” - systematic, continuing Society building and 
maintenance on the foundation of Christ, who has come to 
teach His people Himself. 

This committee can best support and coordinate this 
work if each meeting would name at least one 
representative to it.  This will enable the committee to learn 
and share what efforts meetings have found to be 
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fruitful.   We hope that each Monthly Meeting continues to 
keep ALL its members updated on the opportunities for 
worship and fellowship that now exist online. 

Financial Report 

Starting Balance 7/1/2020 $1,780.63 

 Income $   241.00 

 Expenses (podcasts, Zoom, Domain, site 

hosting) 

$401.91 

 Net for the year $1,619.72 

Ending Balance 6/30/2021  

$1,619.72 

Budget request: $25.00 

Following announcements and closing worship, the 

meeting adjourned until 10 AM tomorrow.  

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, 

Eighth Month 6th, Morning Session 

Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. O my God, I trust 

in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies 

triumph over me. Yea, let none that wait on thee be 

ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without 

cause.  Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths.  

Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of 

my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. - Psalm 25:1-5.  

We are glad to welcome among us Pat Dallmann, an 

attender at Marlborough Meeting, and Ruth Gaston of 

Warwick Meeting, Britain Yearly Meeting.  

Epistle Committee 

The Epistle Committee supplied a draft epistle with 

additional words for the epistles to North Carolina and 

Iowa. The Meeting is very appreciative of the work of the 
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committee and approves the epistle with some minor 

changes.  

Epistle for Ohio Yearly Meeting 2021 
The Ohio Yearly Meeting has met for 143 years 

within the Stillwater Meetinghouse in the beautiful rolling 
hills of southern Ohio.  We wait in the stillness to find an 
inward felt awareness of Christ’s Spirit within.  While we 
rejoice in the amazing outward beauty of this campus where 
at least 29 species of birds have been spotted and a herd of 
goats graze in a nearby pasture, our inward eyes are 
centered on the unfathomable, eternal world. 

We are a double gathering this year after the 
pandemic:  the familiar gathering of ourselves on Stillwater 
worship grounds among the comforting hills, and the new 
and unfamiliar gathering of ourselves online from the 
worship spaces of our many homes across miles and 
oceans.  As we learn to bring these two parts of us together 
for Yearly Meeting sessions, we ask, What is the tie that 
binds, that makes us one?  Again and again we hear and feel 
it is the Living Christ who gathers us into one community, 
one communion of Love. 

At Yearly Meeting, Ohio Conservative Friends begin 
each morning session with Bible reading, as in meeting for 
worship, we gather and wait in the presence of Jesus 
Christ.   At first people read scripture silently from wherever 
they are led to start.  As different individuals feel led to read 
various passages aloud, they do so without comment.  Christ 
who inspired the writers of Scripture guides our 
reading.  Whether from the road to Emmaus (Luke) or the 
road to Ethiopia (Acts) Christ comes to teach, to edify, and 
to train us in righteousness (2 Timothy). 

Later in the mornings we have conducted business 
either as a Yearly Meeting, or as the Yearly Meeting for 
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Ministry and Oversight.  Our afternoons have included more 
Yearly Meeting business.  All such times of business begin 
with meaningful times of worship, which are frequently 
favored with Gospel ministry.   

Two of our evenings were devoted to worship.  On 
another evening we explored what it means to be a friend. 
Much discussion continued throughout the week involving 
teens, as well as, older Friends about how being a friend 
applies to being a Friend. On a third evening the Friends 
Center held an open house for the Taber Room expansion of 
the Friends Center, which we have been led to build for 
those known and unknown to us who seek to gather with us 
and the living Teacher. 

Our prayers are for all people as well as those Christ 
has brought to us for nurturing  and healing. 

--Nancy Hawkins, for the Epistle Committee 

 to North Carolina Yearly Meeting: 
 For many years, Nancy Craft has reminded us to care 

for the temples of God that we are by staying physically 
active.   Although we did not have her walking among us this 
year, we were blessed to have both Nancy and Darlene 
Stanley with us online as we sought the Lord’s will.  We hope 
that way will open for Darlene and Nany and other North 
Carolina Friends to come and be with us in person in the 
years ahead.  We would surely benefit from some of the 
strength evident in your latest epistle to us. 

 To Iowa Yearly Meeting: 
 Friends in Iowa gather at the Hickory Grove 

Meetinghouse, once a part of Ohio Yearly Meeting.  Our 
histories are intertwined and there remain family ties that 
keep us connected, but inter-visitation between us has fallen 
off and we suffer from the loss of it.  We pray that way will 
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open for visitation between our Yearly Meeting to resume, 

and that we might be strengthened thereby. 

Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee recommended Friends 

to fill our various committees and appointments. The 

Yearly Meeting expresses its thanks to Charles Thomas, 

Jr. for his faithfulness convening the committee over the 

year. We appreciate the committee’s discernment and 

approve the appointments. The names of Friends will be 

incorporated into the list at the end of the Yearly Meeting 

minutes. Friends were reminded that members of the 

Representative Meeting are appointed by the Yearly 

Meeting (Discipline, page 20).  

Nominating Committee Report to Yearly Meeting 

Nominating Committee would like to propose the 

following appointments to serve the Yearly Meeting. 

ADULT LEADERS for JUNIOR YEARLY MEETING & YOUNG 

FRIENDS 

No names to propose. 

AGENDA COMMITTEE 

2024 Sharon A. Helms, Sarah Parsons, Charles C. Thomas, Jr 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CAMP COMMITTEE 

2024 Kathleen M. Kovalick 

COMMITEE to COORDINATE & SUPPORT OUTREACH 

2024 Henry C. Jason, Jr, Charles C. Thomas, Jr 

EPISTLE COMMITTEE (Two-year terms)  

2023 Kenneth P. Jacobsen, David Male 

FIDUCIARY TRUSTEES 
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2024 Shelly Ann Rockwell, David E. Warrington 

FINANCING EDUCATIONAL CONCERNS 

2024 Rebecca J. Hawkins, Debora Hope Taber 

FRIENDS CENTER COMMITTEE 

2024 John Chapman Benson, Constance Bair-Thompson, 

Robert J. Rockwell, Frances I. Taber 

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 

2024 Seth Hinshaw  

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

2024 Lois Edgerton, Seth Hinshaw 

PEACE & HUMAN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

2024 Richard D. Wetzel 

PRINTING COMMITTEE 

2024 Sharon A. Helms, Carey L. Newlin, Anne Marie Taber  

REPRESENTATIVE MEETING 

2024 Wilma Crawford, Burton M. Doudna, Nancy A. Hawkins, 

Janet Hammer, Sarah Parsons, Mary Alice Pino 

REPRESENTATIVE to FRIENDS COMMITTEE on NATIONAL 

LEGISLATION 

2024 Earl Smith 

REPRESENTATIVES to FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE for 

CONSULTATION 

2024 Henry C. Jason, Jr, David Male 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT COMMITTEE 

2022 Charles C. Thomas, Jr, Earl Smith 

2023 Conrad Lindes, Dennis Rockwell, Kim Richard Palmer 

2024 David W. Casterline, David Male, Kent Palmer 
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TRAVEL FUND COMMITTEE 

2024 David F. Eley 

TRUSTEES of OHIO YEARLY MEETING PROPERTY 

2024 Kevin D. Roberts, Robert J. Rockwell 

WALTON HOME BOARD  

2024 Margaret Marie Bundy, Sharon A. Helms, Cindy McGee, 

Robert J. Rockwell, Karen Lee Walsh 

WIDER FELLOWSHIP OF CONSERVATIVE FRIENDS 

 2024 Nancy A. Hawkins, Sharon A. Helms, Michael Kinch, 

John C. Smith 

OYM RECORDER 

2022 Michael Kinch 

ASSISTANT OYM RECORDER 

2022 Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

We have no names to bring forward for ADULT 

LEADERS for JUNIOR YEARLY MEETING & YOUNG FRIENDS.  

We may be able to suggest some Friends to Representative 

Meeting in 11th Month, but it is worth mentioning that it has 

become harder and harder to fill these positions.  

Friends will note the addition of the TECHNICAL 

SUPPORT COMMITTEE that was established by 

Representative Committee in Fourth Month.  Varying term 

expirations were chosen to reduce the risk of losing 

significant expertise in any particular year. 

We would like the Yearly Meeting to clarify who 

appoints members of Representative Committee.  Is it the 
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Yearly Meeting Nominating Committee, or the individual 

Monthly Meetings?   

Representative Committee has directed all 

committees to go through a self-examination process.  

Answers to specific queries are to be included in Yearly 

Meeting reports.   The following statement summarizes our 

considerations… 

We do feel the spirit of Christ in our work and 

continue to pray over each name brought before us. We 

have found that a pre-published agenda helps us to 

prayerfully consider business before we meet. The size and 

composition of our body seems right to us.   

Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends 

The Wider Fellowship Committee provided the following 

report. We rejoice in the blessings of the Gathering this 

year, creating space for Friends to encounter the Lord over 

Zoom in the company of Friends from five continents. We 

also appreciate the work of the committee throughout the 

year.   
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Wider Fellowship Committee of Conservative Friends 

Report 

This committee experienced deep trial in the loss of 

our member and the editor of "The Conservative Friend", 

Philip W. Helms. We thank our Heavenly Father for gifting us 

with his help for a time, knowing that his release is in our 

Lord's all-knowing and perfect plan. We have not yet chosen 

an editor for the paper. 

We are so thankful for the Friends who gathered the 

weekend of 6/11-13 this year to worship in the Name 

(essence) of Jesus. We have found the virtual meet-up to be 

so helpful during our sheltering-in-place duration.  We have 

also met new people of like-mind in this way We found our 

worship during this gathering to be deep, and pulsating with 

the Holy Guide. 

One attender wrote an encouraging letter which we 

are sharing with her permission. "Thank you, so much, for 

your faithfulness in organizing last weekend's Gathering of 

Conservative Friends. For the past several days, I have been 

reflecting on what a marvel it was. If I am correct, Friends 

from five different continents (!) were gathered together in 

the power of the Living Christ. People Zoomed in from Africa 

(Thomas); Asia (Reza); Europe (Ruth); South America 

(Daniel), and, of course, various locations in North America. 

We knew, experientially, what it means for there to be one 

body and one Spirit, one God and Father of all, who is above 

all and through all and in all. (Ephesians 3:4-6.) 

“In some small way, the Gathering put me in mind of 

the gathering of God's People described in the second 

chapter of Acts. During that event, the power of the Holy 

Spirit broke down barriers of language so that the people 
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could be One in the Lord. In our own Gathering last 

weekend, the power of the Holy Spirit, coupled with the use 

of the modern technology, broke down barriers of 

geography so that we, too, could be One. Thanks and praise 

be to God! Events such as the Gathering would not occur 

without faithful Friends to organize and facilitate them. 

Thank you for your quiet, Spirit-led service. In Friendship, 

Sara Scribner, Lubbock (TX) "   

All those who gathered with us in Sincerity and Truth 

are an encouragement to Ohio Yearly Meeting members. 

We are thankful for each one who joined us. 

For the Committee, 

Nancy Hawkins, John Smith, Michael Kinch, Anne Marie 

Taber, Terry Wallace, Sharon Helms 

"Waiting on the Lord in silence does not consist in having 

thoughts about God, or revelations of the doctrines of truth; 

waiting on the Lord is primarily about feeling God in the 

heart, in an inner peace that is experienced in Him. From this 

feeling in the heart (if the Lord wills) comes thoughts 

regarding God, and even revelations of the doctrines of 

truth, but these things are not what our souls should seek, 

but to feel Christ internally in the heart. If this feeling, or 

measure of light, or flame in your heart is properly served, 

works as a yeast spreading in your mind and changing your 

thoughts, like a seed sprouting from His nature within you, 

like a dawn that emanates rays of light through the clouds, 

doing manifest things within you, directly and immediately 

presenting to you the Truth as it is in Jesus, so that believing 

in it you will be perfected and transformed and may know 

and experience Christ." 
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Rafael Celis 

Financial Report for 06-30-2020 through 06-30-2021 

Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends 

The Conservative Friend account  

 Because of the illness and passing of the Editor no 

issues were published this year. 

Starting Balance (06-30-2020) ……………….  506.76 

Expenditures:  ……………………………….....  .00 

Income:   

 Subscriptions, Donations ….………………..  90.00 

 Interest………………………………………....  .00 

Balance in TCF account………………………..  596.76 

_____________________________________________________ 

Gathering Account   

 

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic the Wider 

Gathering of Conservative Friends was held on 

Zoom.   
Starting Balance (06-30-2020………................ 1,310.95 

Expenditures: ……………….............................. 0.00 

Income:  

 Donations………………………….................... 35.00 

Balance in Gathering account..……….............. 1,345.95 
_____________________________________________________  

WFCF respectfully requests  $ 25.00 for the upcoming 

year's activities. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon A. Helms 

Treasurer  

Historical Committee 

The Meeting read the report of the Historical 

Committee. We have enjoyed visiting the Heritage Rooms 

and perusing materials available for distribution or in the 
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current silent auction. Tom Roberts has scanned the photos 

in the filing cabinet and is making them available to 

interested Friends.  

Historical Committee Report 2021 

The historical committee has hosted very few visitors 

to the Heritage Rooms this year.  In person attendance at 

meeting for worship has been low due to COVID-19.  Two 

memorial services at Stillwater resulted in a few visitors. 

One of the services mourned the loss of historical committee 

member Bernie Naylor. We inventoried the books and 

pamphlets stored in the Heritage Rooms by the Wider 

Fellowship of Conservative Friends and the Outreach 

Committee.  The list has been shared with these 

committees. 

Members of the Historical Committee were very 

happy to be able to get together and clean and discuss 

further plans. We have decided to offer some of the 

duplicate books in our collection to individuals and other 

meetings.  A list should be available at the Yearly Meeting. 

We intend to organize the remaining books into categories 

so that they can be used for research in the Heritage Rooms. 

Only on rare occasions, with permission, are they to be 

removed from the Heritage Rooms. 

One of the dresses that had been on display was 

removed due to its poor condition and the fragile manikin. 

The committee would be interested in a source of 

dressmaker forms or manikins to display clothes. 

A member of the Friends Center Committee 

expressed interest in the possibility of a quilt to hang on a 

wall of the new room at the Friends Center.  We were able 

to identify a crazy quilt that could be so utilized.  Marie 
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Bundy offered to sew a sleeve on it so it can be hung on the 

picture rail that is being installed.  We found a drawing by 

Barbara Bachovzeff featuring Olney students posing as early 

Quakers holding meeting for worship in the woods.  We plan 

to get it framed and offer it to the Friends Center. 

The Heritage Rooms will be open during the Yearly 

Meeting. Come see what we have to offer. 

Historical Committee: 

Marie Bundy, Gwendolyn Giffin, Earl Smith, Mary Alice Pino, 

Anne Marie Taber, Loisanne Rockwell, convenor, Kathryn 

Smith, Seth Hinshaw. 

Quaker Spring Report 

The following Quaker Spring report was read. Their 

event this year had a lot of life and was an early use of the 

Zoom and Owl interfaces at Stillwater, with some Friends 

joining at Stillwater and others online. It was a meeting of 

Friends across all our differences, held in recognition that 

we worship the same Lord and can do so as one body. We 

appreciate hearing their report. 

Report  to Ohio Yearly Meeting 

Quaker Spring Hybrid Gathering at Stillwater 

Meeting and online, Sixth Month 21-24, 2021, 

The Quaker Spring community and the Planning 

Committee extend their heartfelt thanks to Stillwater 

Monthly Meeting for allowing the use of the meeting house, 

and for modelling hybrid meeting capability; helping to 

make Quaker Spring in Barnesville, Ohio possible this year. 

In this year of pandemic isolation and fears, the 

visual broadcast to our international body of Friends, of our 
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small core group worshipping in the ancient meeting house 

in the ancient way, and of breaking meeting by shaking 

hands, proved to be healing and reassuring to all. 

We have received many expressions of joy and 

thankfulness that specifically name how Friends found that 

the meeting house and the practice of conservative Friends 

touched their hearts. 

Quaker Spring plans to continue the offering of 

online short retreats throughout the year, to which Ohio 

Yearly Meeting members are a welcome presence.  

Our days: 

Holding Prayer 

Meeting for Bible Reading 

Waiting Worship (some programmed offerings 

leading into worship) 

Meeting for Discernment 

Queries offered for discernment: 

Wading into Troubled Waters: Brokenness in Our 

Lives and World  

What is your direct experience of God’s love? 

What is it about Quaker Spring that enables us to be 

authentic in our brokenness and in our love? What helps us 

consent to the presence and action of Christ in our lives? 

How can we carry the love we experience at Quaker Spring 

into the suffering world?  

Attenders by Yearly Meeting: 

Baltimore YM 17 

Bolivia Holiness Friends YM 3 

Britain YM 5 

Canadian YM 1 
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Honduras YM 2 

Iowa YM 1 

Lake Erie YM 6 

Nairobi YM 18 

New England YM 16 

New York YM 3 

North Carolina YM 1 

North Pacific YM 1 

Ohio Valley YM 4 

Ohio YM 12 

Pacific YM 3 

Philadelphia YM 7 

Southern Appalachian YM & Assoc. 4 

Western YM 1 

Unaffiliated 2 

111 Zoom attenders registered, typically 50 to 90 attended 

most sessions. Eight planning committee members held 

worship and provided Zoom technology in the Stillwater 

meeting house. 

On behalf of Peace and Human Relations Committee 

and Friends Center Committee, 

Sylvia Thomas, David Male and Earl Smith 

Following announcements and a time of closing worship, 

the meeting adjourned until 2 pm.  

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, 
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Eighth Month 7th, Morning Session. 

Peace and Human Relations Committee 

The meeting heard the report of the Peace and 

Human Relations Committee. It is one of our oldest 

committees, and we appreciate its ongoing efforts, 

including the current concern for care of the environment. 

Sylvia Thomas shared that the pandemic reflects a 

spiritual crisis in which it can be difficult to discern how to 

effectively share concerns in these complicated times. We 

can speak to the despair of our time if we can be the 

peacemakers who can get along with other people and 

groups of people.  

Associated with the Peace Committee report are the 

reports on FCNL and FWCC. FCNL has been active on 

many fronts, including legislative initiatives based on 

Quaker values. Our FWCC representatives have been very 

active, sharing our understanding of the Gospel with others 

in meaningful ways. We thank our representatives for 

making themselves available to these bodies to promote a 

deep spiritual presence. Although Friends are not always 

in unity with the wording of the reports, we believe our 

representatives serve an important role in these 

organizations.  

Peace & Human Relations Committee Report 
8/2021 

In the past year, the Peace and Human Relations 

Committee was unable to have a committee meeting with 

the whole group. The three members who could access 

Zoom on computers had several informal conversations, 

which served well to encourage each other in very painful 

times. 

In 2020, our dear Friend Bernie Naylor passed 

away. Other members have cycled off, and one has felt a 
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need to withdraw from the committee. The convenor has 

failed to reach some members to learn if they are willing and 

able to be in touch. We are thankful that Richard Wetzel has 

offered to continue in service on the Peace Committee. 

There is both a need to be more engaged with our current 

members, and to draw upon newcomers to the committee. 

We are planning monthly online discussions, and invite 

Friends and visitors to join us, to lend your thoughts and 

leadings, and even perhaps to join the committee. 

This July, four of us were finally able to meet 

together in a Zoom room. Two members in an area with 

poor connection shared a computer and helped each other 

with technical issues. We hope this may work for other 

members. We need to try more ways to communicate and 

reach out to each other, to not allow Friends to grow apart 

or feel isolated, and to mend our friendship. 

The strongest concern felt by all present is the 

climate crisis, which encompasses so many other issues of 

grave concern. 

Over the past year, George Partridge shared his 

deep abiding concern for the environment, and the suffering 

likely to result from the climate crisis, in Zoom conversations 

with Earl and Sylvia. There is strong interest in carrying 

forward George's leading for us. We plan to focus on the 

climate crisis, starting a monthly discussion, and seeking 

opportunities to learn more. We are interested in exploring 

the Green Sabbath movement with our meetings and 

neighbors. 

BUDGET: 

The Peace Committee has $445.00 to disburse in 

charitable donations; but has been unable to meet, so no 

decisions were made last year. In our recent meeting we 
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selected some charities that do work on the climate and 

environment: Quaker United Nations Office, Quaker 

Earthcare Witness, and Interfaith Power and Light. We have 

provisionally approved making donations to these groups. 

Hand-outs will be sent out so that we are all informed. 

With these donations in hand, if the yearly meeting 

sees fit, Peace and Human Relations Committee asks for 

$200.00 for the next year. 

For the Peace and Human Relations Committee, Sylvia 

Thomas, convenor 

FCNL Representatives Report, including excerpts from the 

Friends Committee on National Legislation Report to Yearly 

Meetings, 2021 

The COVID–19 pandemic shifted both how the 

Friends Committee on National Legislation works and the 

urgency of our advocacy to heed God’s call to care for 

people who are vulnerable. Thanks in part to individual 

Friends' efforts, recent legislation will cut child poverty in 

half this year and increase food assistance.  

The need to adapt in a pandemic also led to new 

opportunities. Online gatherings throughout the year have 

given FCNL general committee members valuable 

opportunities to be in community with other Friends and 

gain new levels of training that support Quaker meetings 

across the country. Earl Smith and Sylvia Thomas took part 

in the advocacy meetings with congressional staff via zoom, 

during the annual meeting. We were joined by Friends from 

Wilmington, Ohio Valley, and Lake Erie Yearly Meetings to 

petition Congress to pass the George Floyd Policing Reform 

Act. The heartfelt concern, and the accessibility of Zoom, led 

to the large Ohio contingent. We valued meeting with the 
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other Ohio Friends from different meetings and regions of 

Ohio.  

A record 700 people joined the FCNL online Annual 

Meeting last year, nearly half attending for the first time. 

Nearly 200 General Committee members from 32 Yearly 

Meetings and Friends organizations approved legislative 

priorities for the 117th Congress as well as a budget that 

builds on FCNL’s strong financial footing. The murders of 

George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and so many other Black 

Americans by certain police officers gave new urgency to 

FCNL’s work on racial justice.  

FCNL’s citizen advocacy helped restore access to Pell 

grants for inmates and launch new initiatives to address the 

crisis of missing and murdered Native women. Internally, 

FCNL began an intensive focus with staff and general 

committee members to address systemic racism and white 

supremacy as it manifests in our organization.  

This year also brought a crisis for U.S. democracy and 

faith in our government. FCNL continues to pursue 

accountability, truth-seeking, and deep listening in its work 

to confront racist, nationalist, and militaristic ideologies and 

practices everywhere. 

FCNL is engaged in several efforts to end support for 

violent conflict and to make peace building a priority in the 

new administration, including ending support for the Saudi-

led war in Yemen, extending the New START missile 

agreement with Russia, and repealing the 2002 

Authorization for the Use of Military Force. 

Some OYM members have taken part in the virtual 

worship times with FCNL staff on Wednesdays. More than 

1,000 young adult advocates participated in the virtual 

Spring 2021 Lobby Weekend to end police violence. 
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 The FCNL Education Fund has assumed ownership of 

the William Penn House, a guest house on Capitol Hill, in 

Ninth Month 2019. The space will be used for educational 

programming and advocacy training.  

Recognizing William Penn’s history as a slave owner, 

the William Penn House board approved changing the 

venue’s name to Friends Place on Capitol Hill. With this 

change, the board affirmed the need to continue reckoning 

with Quakers’ complicity in slavery and racism and to work 

toward dismantling the foundations of white supremacy.  

FCNL continues its decade-long work to press for 

bipartisan action on climate change. This summer a new 

class of young adult Advocacy Corps organizers will focus on 

building bipartisan support for a price on carbon and a 

sustainable, low-carbon economy. 

The date for the next Spring Lobby Weekend is Third 

Month 12th-15th, 2022. Young adults from 18 - 30, and older, 

are encouraged to attend. Please think of persons in your 

family, meeting or acquaintance who would benefit from the 

positive experience of training together and speaking truth 

to power. The Peace Committee would be glad to contact 

them with Spring Lobby information, or they can learn about 

young adult program opportunities at 

www.fcnl.org/youngadult.  

Sylvia Thomas & Earl Smith  

FWCC Representatives Report to Ohio Yearly 

Meeting – 8th Month 2021 

As was the case in the first half of 2020, committee 

meetings continue to have been held over Zoom, and 

Friends became more comfortable and proficient with the 

http://www.fcnl.org/youngadult
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technology as the year progressed. The largest undertaking 

was the Section of the Americas biannual meeting held over 

10 days in Third Month 2021.  The theme was “Here ... for 

just such a time as this.” [Esther 4:14]. Thanks to countless 

volunteers, translators, technical consultants, and especially 

the hardworking Section of the Americas staff, it went 

smoothly. There were 330 registrants, more than twice the 

usual number of attenders. In places where the internet was 

more limited (Peru, Bolivia, and Cuba) the quality of the 

video and sound (for live music especially) suffered, but we 

could all sense the enthusiasm of the musicians and 

speakers.  

There were multiple opportunities to worship 

together in worship styles reflective of the diversity of 

Friends in the Americas. David Male, on behalf of 

Conservative Friends, guided the unprogrammed worship 

session one evening. In David’s words, “FWCC is a place 

where the particular message of Ohio Friends seems 

especially useful and appreciated.  Something about the way 

we conduct ourselves in worship, business and fellowship 

resonates with Friends across the spectrum of theological 

and cultural differences among the various branches and 

yearly meetings, and since it is the business of FWCC to 

recognize and appreciate our common history and purpose, 

we play an important role despite our small numbers and 

quiet voices.  Friends who may still hesitate to engage with 

Friends outside the conservative Quaker hedge might be 

surprised to discover the eagerness with which we are 

received in FWCC when we come with humility and mutual 

respect.” 

The Traveling Ministry Corps, formed initially to 

facilitate face-to-face meetings among Friends in the 
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Americas, had to be re-envisioned given the travel and 

visitation restrictions of the pandemic. Conferences were 

held for young adult Friends in Latin America and Cuba (an 

average of 250 participants in every event). The TMC 

ministers in the US have offered workshops on discernment 

and have facilitated international online worship gatherings 

regularly for several months.  

There are multiple program groups providing 

opportunities for service by representatives and other 

interested Friends. In addition to the TMC, the groups 

include Representative Engagement, Convocations, 

Development, and Correspondence.  

The World Gathering of Friends originally slated for 

2023 in South Africa has been postponed by one year. Many 

Friends are concerned about the travel distance and 

expense associated with this planned gathering; perhaps 

virtual attendance will be enabled although all recognize the 

value of in-person connections. 

Beverly Kirk Shull has agreed to serve an additional 

two years as Treasurer of the Section. In this role, she serves 

on the International Finance Committee, the Section of the 

Americas Executive Committee, and on the Section Finance 

Committee.  

Representatives from Ohio Yearly Meeting, 

David Eley 

Henry Jason 

Beverly Kirk Shull 

Olney Hostess Fund and Monteverde Friends School 

The meeting heard the report of donations to the 

Olney Hostess Fund and to the Monteverde Friends School. 

We thank Friends for their faithfulness. 
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Report of Olney Hostess Fund and Monteverde Friends 

School Donations 

Olney Hostess Fund 

 Salem QM $100.00 

 Stillwater & Rockingham QMs $80.00 

Monteverde Friends School 

 Salem QM $160.00 

 Stillwater & Rockingham QMs $80.00 

Audit & Budget Committee 

The Audit & Budget Committee and the Treasurer 

provided the following budget. The committee reviewed the 

records and found them to be in order. The committee 

reports that Dennis Rockwell has done an excellent job. 

Denny has agreed to continue as treasurer, and Marie 

Bundy has agreed to continue as assistant treasurer. We 

approve the recommended budget with one small change.  
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Ohio YM 2022 Budget 
Ad Hoc Committees $500 

Agenda Committee 25 

Christian Ed. Camp 1,500 

Clerk’s Expense 200 

Copy Machine Supplies 100 

FCNL 500 

Friends Center  25 

Friends Disaster Service 250 

FWCC 500 

Historical Committee 25 

Hominy Center 100 

Insurance 3,000 

Junior Yearly Meeting  0 

Outreach Committee 25 

OYM Property Trustees 0 

Peace & Human Relations 200 

Printing 1,000 

Rt. Sharing of World Resources 250 

Travel Fund 2,300 

Walton Home 10,000 

Water 250 

WFCF 50 

  

Total Disbursements $20,800 

 

Reminder: the Treasurer has standing authority to 

draw up to $5,000 from General Funds with Fiduciary 

Trustees.  

$7,000 was loaned to the Friends Center Building 

project. Up to $12,000 was authorized at the 2020 session.  

Quarterly Meeting Representatives 

The Quarterly Meeting Representatives reported on their 

work this week. The Yearly Meeting thanks them for their 

work and we are glad to approve the recommendations of 
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Charles Thomas Jr. and Robert Wilber to serve in 2022. 

The meeting approves the appointment of a Second 

Assistant Clerk, and that person could be appointed by the 

Representative Meeting this year. Appreciation was 

expressed from the floor for Seth Hinshaw, the interim 

clerk this week. 

Report from the Quarterly Meeting Representatives 

To Ohio Yearly Meeting, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

We have met twice, using the hybrid, by Zoom-in 

person facility at yearly meeting this year, to consider to 

whom God would lead us to suggest as clerk of the yearly 

meeting for the coming year.  After some consideration, it 

was quite clear to us to suggest the name of Charles 

Thomas, Jr., whom we know as Chip. We have inquired of 

Chip, and he is willing to accept that appointment, if the 

yearly meeting so decides.  (Chip was one of the 

representatives appointed to the yearly meeting by his 

quarterly meeting.  However, he was ill and did not attend 

our first meeting when we became clear to suggest his name 

for Clerk.  He did attend our second meeting.) 

We, the quarterly meeting representatives, were also 

united in our appreciation of the gifts and very long service 

of Robert Wilber as reading and assistant clerk.  We suggest 

that he continue to be appointed in that service and note 

that Bob is willing to do so. 

We understand that previous yearly meeting clerks 

have devoted a number of hours in that service each week 

all year long, as well as the labor that is obvious to us during 

yearly meeting.  We propose adding another member to the 
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clerking team who would be a second assistant clerk, 

working closely with the clerk throughout the year and 

during yearly meeting, but not usually in this case being 

called upon to read documents, for Bob Wilber’s gift of a 

loud and clear voice is unmatched among us.  We trust that 

should the clerk become suddenly unable to serve in that 

office, this second assistant clerk would be particularly ready 

to assume the duties of the clerk temporarily, assisted by 

Bob with his memory of proceedings stretching back 

decades. We suggest that in the future, when there might be 

a different balance of gifts among the three Friends at the 

clerk’s table, a different assumption of duties could be 

suitable. 

We, the representatives, have found unity on a name 

to suggest for the second assistant clerk, a name which had 

occurred also to Chip.  As we are continuing in discussion 

with that Friend, we are not yet clear to propose it. At this 

point we can only assure the meeting that the Friend we 

hope to propose has many years of membership in and 

service with the yearly meeting. We hope that the yearly 

meeting will be willing for us to submit our suggestion to 

Representative Meeting at its regular fall meeting. 

The Representatives for 2021:  David Casterline, 

David Eley, Charles Thomas, Jr., Susan Smith, Christopher 

Bender, Nancy Hawkins, Sharon Helms, Elvina Krekler, 

Conrad Lindes, Burton Doudna, Kathy Kovalick, Earl Smith   

Closing Minute 

We have now reached the end of our business. We 

came together in a new and wonderful way in the presence 

of the Light of the Lord, holding our first-ever hybrid yearly 

meeting with Friends in the Stillwater Meeting House 
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accompanied by many Friends joining through an Owl and 

Zoom interface. Over the past week, we have examined the 

faithfulness of ourselves and our meetings through the 

answering of the Queries, to see where we have been true 

to God and where we need to pray for more guidance. We 

have heard of the investment of time and energy by our 

various committees, acting on their specific charges to 

witness to the life-giving presence of the Holy Ghost and to 

take care for our members. The Walton Home reported on 

recent renovations and on its spiritual nurture of the 

residents in its care, and the Friends Center opened the 

Taber Room to expand its offerings and capacity to serve. 

We have prayed together, read the Scriptures together, and 

sharpened each other in the Spirit. Overshadowing our 

time together has been the passing of Phil Helms, who 

contributed to us in so many ways and is already sorely 

missed.  

This week we have recognized that just as the Spirit 

bears witness to Christ Jesus, we are bearing witness to 

Him. The Lord is moving among us, engaging us in new 

service. Several committees have been actively engaged in 

outreach using Zoom, reaching people on all permanently 

inhabited continents on the globe. We have a steady 

rotation of opportunities for worship, study, and fellowship 

that has helped people to connect their hearts with our 

Savior. God loves people whether they are aware of it or 

not. One of our evening programs considered what it means 

to be a Friend in the twenty-first century. Several of our 

members have been active with Quaker Spring, a growing 

community of Friends who gather to worship our Creator 

without reference to the Quaker divisions of an earlier 

century. Although at times we worry about fewness of 

numbers, we were reminded that God wants us to know 

that He is in charge regardless of numbers and that He will 
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provide. Do we have only three loaves? Christ Jesus says 

“It is enough.”  

Because of Christ Jesus, we can have and fully 

experience everlasting life. The mighty God of all creation 

longs to welcome us home to the fellowship of saints. We 

desire that our words, the way we treat others, our gifts 

and callings, and indeed our lives may testify to the good 

tidings of great joy which shall be to all people. We give 

Him all our praise!  

We now conclude, purposing to gather again on 

Eighth Month 2, 2022, if the Lord permits.  

Representative Meeting Minutes 2020 to 

2021 

Eleventh Month 21, 2020 

At the fall session of the Representative Meeting of 

Ohio Yearly Meeting, held Eleventh Month 21, 2020. This 

meeting is being conducted by an internet 

teleconferencing platform called Zoom. 
The scripture for the day was John 9:1-7. 
We have 14 representatives with us, with someone 

present from each of our monthly meetings. We are also 

glad to have Evelyn Groves and Bob Rockwell with us 

today.  
The committee appointed at our spring session to 

bring names of Friends to clerk this body recommended 

re-appointing the current clerks Seth Hinshaw and Janet 

Hammer. They are re-appointed for a three-year term.  
The Nominating Committee recommended two 

Friends to serve on yearly meeting committees. They are 

Meritt Petrone for Outreach and Earl Smith for the 

Historical Committee. They are appointed for three-year 

terms, to end at yearly meeting in 2023.  
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Salem Quarter Concern 

Salem Quarterly Meeting forwarded the following 

two items for our consideration: 

1. We ask the Yearly Meeting Ministry and Oversight 
Meeting to make a simple change in the 2nd Ministry and 
oversight query. Rather than putting a dash between the 
one long sentence we suggest a period in place of the 
dash and a capital "T" to begin the next sentence.  

2. A concern has been raised about how to gently elder 
new attenders. The Zoom meetings are very helpful in 
bringing in new members, but many are not familiar with 
ministry given by the Holy Spirit, and there is a need for 
eldering. We need prayers and advice from the Yearly 
Meeting Ministry and Oversight members on how to handle 
situations in meetings where speakers go beyond Our 
Guide.  

The clerk will forward these items for M&O to take 

up. For the second concern, we hope to encourage Friends 

to share with new attenders in the meantime. Some 

concerns arising from the Zoom meetings have been 

handled already, and ongoing discussions held over Zoom 

may be helpful times of further sharing. We want these 

discussions to be conducted as a labor of love in a tender 

spirit that will nurture us all in our callings, and not 

leave anyone feeling unwanted or excluded.  
As our nation continues to experience difficulties 

arising from the ongoing pandemic, the needs and 

sufferings of people around our nation were briefly 

brought before the meeting. We were encouraged to pray 

for divine assistance for addressing these problems and to 

seek to do our part in helping to bring healing to others in 

our communities.  
We now conclude, purposing to gather together on 

Fourth Month 17, 2021.  

Fourth Month 17, 2021 

At the spring session of the Representative 

Meeting of Ohio Yearly Meeting, held Fourth Month 17, 
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2021. We are using an Owl device to coordinate among 

five Friends gathered at Stillwater and other Friends 

joining by Zoom. 
We have 15 Representatives here, representing all 

monthly meetings, in addition to several visitors: Dennis 

Rockwell, David Male, Bob Wilber, George Partridge, 

David Raymond, Lilia Fick, Sylvia Thomas, and 

Constance Bair-Thompson.  

Proposed Administrative Query 

The meeting received the following communication 

from Charles Thomas. We unite with his concern and 

recommend that the yearly meeting consider approving 

this new Administrative Query. Friends mentioned a 

concern for simplicity in business. Representatives are 

asked to mention these concerns to the monthly 

meetings.  

Dear Friends, 

I am writing to those appointed to Representative 
Meeting, in preparation for our gathering on Fourth 
Month 17th. 

We are all aware that Ohio Yearly Meeting is 
aging.  However, there is a characteristic of our advancing 
years that we might not be considering as closely as we 
should.  In the past few years… 

• The Registrar had a serious operation close to Yearly 
Meeting time. 

• The Clerk of Representative Meeting had a heart 
attack. 

• The Treasurer had a heart attack. 

• And the Recorder had a heart attack. 

Fortunately, when these incidents occurred, 
Friends and family members were able to step in as they 
were needed.   But we should not neglect the warning 
signs our Lord may be sending us.   We do not have 
uniform procedures to address cases when His servants 
are unable to do their work. At the very least we could be 
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reminding those officers who do have assistants that they 
should be working closely together so that the assistant 
can temporarily fulfill the duties when the primary 
officeholder is incapacitated until the group can appoint a 
new or interim officer. 

There are many other measures and procedures 
we might consider, but in the meantime, I would like to 
suggest that at the upcoming Representative Meeting we 
add the following to our administrative queries. 

Proposed 6th Administrative Query:  Are 
mechanisms in place to ensure smooth 
functioning of the Body if one or more of its 
officers is incapacitated? 

I have been in touch with the Clerk of 
Representative Meeting and he has added this to the 
agenda. 

It is also worthwhile to recognize that the Clerk of 
Yearly Meeting is presently going through significant 
health challenges.  Our focus for him has been on prayer, 
as it should be.   But this does not relieve us from the 
responsibility to be ready to help carry his burden when 
necessary. 

In Christian Love, 
Chip Thomas 

The meeting mourns the recent passing of Phil 

Helms, who ably served as our yearly meeting clerk the 

past years. We ask the Quarterly Meeting 

Representatives from last year to gather as soon as 

practical and appoint a Friend to serve as yearly meeting 

clerk for 2021.  

Agenda Committee Report 

The Agenda Committee forwarded the following 

report. The meeting thanks the committee for its 

recommendation. This “hybrid” Owl/Zoom meeting today 



98 

 

gives us an indication of how the technology will operate 

during yearly meeting. We approve the report and hope 

committees can provide reports one to two weeks before 

the yearly meeting opens.  

Agenda committee recommends that Ohio Yearly Meeting 2021 
be a hybrid meeting, 

with Zoom online communications and Friends gathered at 
Stillwater Meetinghouse. 

In our current pandemic situation, this combination will 
accommodate those wishing to attend in person as well as those 
using Zoom. 

The Agenda committee will be investing in the latest technology 
being used at the Stillwater Meetinghouse. 

We encourage all committees and anyone reporting to YM, to 
meet and send a digital report to the YM Clerk a week before the 
first session begins or as decided upon by Representative 
Meeting today.    

The Agenda Committee of OYM 

Robert Rockwell, Loisanne Rockwell, Constance Bair-Thompson, 
Charles Thomas Jr., 

Conrad Lindes,  Nancy Hawkins,  Sarah Parsons & Sharon 
Helms  

A concern has been raised regarding the 

distinction between resident and active members, and 

how to complete the annual membership reports. Having 

held many meetings by Zoom the past year, several 

Friends have been able to actively participate even 

though they live at a distance. We ask the recorders to 

bring a recommendation to the yearly meeting this year 

that will help clarify the statistics.  
The Prayer & Listening Committee summarized 

responses from local meetings regarding the committee’s 

report to last yearly meeting and produced a revised list 

of recommendations. We thank the committee for its 

labors over the past year as meetings have considered the 
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committee’s suggestions. Friends are united in using the 

proposals the coming year on a trial basis.  

Prayer & Listening Committee Report 

Introduction 
In Fourth Month of 2019, Representative Committee 

formed a Prayer & Listening Committee in response to a 
concern that the Yearly Meeting structure and practices 
were contributing to overwork and burnout.   That 
committee spent more than a year listening to different 
bodies of our community.  At the 2020 Yearly Meeting, they 
presented several proposals to address the issue.  These 
were distributed to Monthly Meetings for their 
deliberation.  Quarterly Meetings then summarized the work 
of the Monthly Meetings. 

This document presents a final summarization of the 
discernment process that has been going on since the 2020 
Yearly Meeting sessions.  The original proposals have been 
altered to reflect the input by Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings.    

Representative Meeting is being asked which of 
these proposals should be implemented, laid aside, or 
referred to Yearly Meeting. 

It is the altered proposals that Representative 
Meeting will want to focus on.   These are listed on page 
104. 
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Sessions (for reference only)    
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consideration by Representative Meting)  
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Original Quarter Responses   105 

Original Proposals Presented at 2020 Yearly Meeting Sessions (for 

reference only)  
Committee 

1. Committees will be encouraged to complete their 
work before Yearly Meeting time. 

2. Friends will be advised not to serve on more than 
three committees.  Nominating Committee should 
take this into account during their considerations. 

3. Around Second Month of each year, each committee 
should go through a self-examination process…   
• This query should be answered: Do we feel the 

power of Christ leading us in the work of our 
committee?  Is it time to lay down this committee 
or incorporate its functioning into another?  Can 
this committee function better with more or 
fewer members? 

• Answers to the first two questions will be 
incorporated into the Committee’s report to 
Yearly Meeting.  Committees are encouraged to 
make their answers short as in “Yes” or 
“No”.  Based on answers to these questions, the 
Yearly Meeting can take the appropriate action. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/135i1Fb-rw8CWqcVaqYuCVA4_eIZogPEJ/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/135i1Fb-rw8CWqcVaqYuCVA4_eIZogPEJ/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/135i1Fb-rw8CWqcVaqYuCVA4_eIZogPEJ/edit#heading=h.30j0zll
https://docs.google.com/document/d/135i1Fb-rw8CWqcVaqYuCVA4_eIZogPEJ/edit#heading=h.1fob9te
https://docs.google.com/document/d/135i1Fb-rw8CWqcVaqYuCVA4_eIZogPEJ/edit#heading=h.1fob9te
https://docs.google.com/document/d/135i1Fb-rw8CWqcVaqYuCVA4_eIZogPEJ/edit#heading=h.3znysh7
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• If practical and agreeable, those members whose 
terms are up may share if they are willing to 
continue. 

• The committee will communicate with 
Nominating Committee the answer to the third 
question, and the names of those Friends ready 
to commit to another term.  Nominating 
Committee will use this information to make 
their recommendations to Yearly Meeting. 

Nominating Committee may remind committees of 
this process in time for their work to begin. 

Queries 

1. When practical, query answers should be made 
available before Yearly Meeting starts.  They can be 
posted on the website and/or printed and offered to 
those registering at Yearly Meeting. 

2. Before reading the answers to the Queries, the Clerk 
should ask the Meeting if they have been properly 
reviewed.  Then Clerk can then determine if the 
answers and summaries should be read aloud before 
approval.  

Spiritual 
1. A new query could be added that asks what new 

things the Lord may be calling us to do or what 
opportunities Friends’ gifts may be brought to bear 
on currently.  

2. Agenda Committee should be directed to focus more 
on worship and fellowship in its planning.  

Technical 
1. Encourage committees to use online technologies (such as 

Zoom) 
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2. Establish a Technical Support Committee to establish 
online meeting standards and assist with this and any 
other technologies.  

Summaries of Quarter Responses 
Two Quarterly Meetings suggested that these proposals be 
tried out for a year before official adoption. 

Committee 

1. Committees will be encouraged to complete their work 
before Yearly Meeting time. 

Meetings approved of this proposal.  One Meeting 
suggested changes to include written reports. 

2. Friends will be advised not to serve on more than three 
committees.  Nominating Committee should take this 
into account during their considerations. 

Meetings generally approved this proposal, but 
some concern was expressed that the wording not 
appear to demanding.   Interest was shown in 
expanding these responsibilities to include more 
than committee work. 

3. Around Second Month of each year, each committee 
should go through a self-examination process… [Details 
omitted here.  See original proposals] 

Meetings supported this proposal.  However, there 
was interest in the query appearing less 
negative.   One Meeting reminded us that while 
administrative work may not always feel led by the 
power of Christ, the greater work it supports may be 
so led. 

Queries 

1. When practical, query answers should be made available 
before Yearly Meeting starts.  They can be posted on the 
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website and/or printed and offered to those registering 
at Yearly Meeting. 

Meetings approved of this proposal.  One Meeting 
suggested emailing clerks as an additional 
distribution mechanism.  

2. Before reading the answers to the Queries, the Clerk 
should ask the Meeting if they have been properly 
reviewed.  Then Clerk can then determine if the answers 
and summaries should be read aloud before approval.  

No unity was found on this proposal. 

Some found it confusing.  Several meetings felt that 
there was value in reading answers at Yearly 
Meeting time. 

Spiritual 
1. A new query could be added that asks what new things 

the Lord may be calling us to do or what opportunities 
Friends’ gifts may be brought to bear on currently.  

No unity was found on this proposal.  

Some Meetings approved.  One felt wording could 
be clearer. Several believed that the concern was 
covered by existing queries. 

2. Agenda Committee should be directed to focus more on 
worship and fellowship in its planning.  

No unity was found on this proposal.  

There was recognition of the value of Worship and 
Fellowship.  But there was also an understanding of 
the importance of our business and the usefulness 
of hearing reports.  Support and confidence were 
expressed for the current work of the Agenda 
Committee. 

 Technical 
1. Encourage committees to use online technologies (such as 

Zoom) 
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There was strong agreement with this 
proposal.   One meeting suggested a sample list of 
technologies. 

2. Establish a Technical Support Committee to establish online 
meeting standards and assist with this and any other 
technologies.  

There was good agreement with this proposal, 
although one Meeting expressed concern with 
language that might detract from the fact that true 
guidance comes from God.  Another Meeting 
suggested wording to broaden the scope. 

Revised Proposals based on Quarter Responses (for consideration by 

Representative Meting) 
These proposals will be tried out for a year before official 
adoption. 

Committee 

1. Committees will be encouraged to complete their work and 
submit written reports to the Clerk before Yearly Meeting 
time. 

2. Friends should give serious, prayerful consideration before 
agreeing to be on committees or hold an office (such as Clerk, 
treasurer, etc.).   It is recommended that such service be 
limited to three positions.   More than this may weaken the 
ability to serve effectively when needed. 

Nominating Committee should exercise similar caution in 
order that individuals not become overburdened. 

3. Around Second Month of each year, each committee should 
go through a self-examination process…   

• This query should be answered by the committee as a 
whole: Do we feel the power of Christ leading us in the 
work of our Committee? Are there changes to 
Committee size that might make us more effective? 
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• Answers to this query will be incorporated into the 
Committee’s report to Yearly Meeting.  These answers 
can be brief or in-depth, but they should be directed 
by the Spirit. 

• Individual committee members should consider if 
they continue to feel led in service to the 
committee.  This is particularly important for those 
whose term is up. 

Close communication with Nominating Committee during 
this process will benefit all parties. 

Queries 

1. When practical, query answers should be made available 
before Yearly Meeting starts.  They can be posted on the 
website, emailed to Monthly Meeting clerks, or printed and 
offered to those registering at Yearly Meeting. 

Technical 

1. Encourage committees to use online technologies (such as 
Zoom, email, or conference calls). 

2. Establish a Technical Support Committee to establish general 
guidelines and to assist with technologies or technology-
related decisions. 

Original Quarter Responses 
Committee 

1. Committees will be encouraged to complete their work 
before Yearly Meeting time. 

Salem:  Friends agree that all committees should complete 
their work and send their reports well before Yearly 
Meeting time, as much as possible. 

Stillwater: Committees reports should all be submitted 
ahead of Yearly Meeting. 

Rockingham:  Friends who must attend many committee 
meetings during yearly meeting can find their 
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fellowship time limited.  Email and Zoom may help 
with completing more work ahead of time.  We 
suggest adding “...and to submit written reports to 
the YM clerk....”. 

2. Friends will be advised not to serve on more than three 
committees.  Nominating Committee should take this 
into account during their considerations. 

Salem: We feel that Friends should prayerfully determine 
how many and which committees they are led to 
serve.  Also, it is felt that we should not forbid service 
on more than three committees, but neither should 
we demand it. We are aware that some have added 
responsibilities such as elders, overseers, clerk, 
etc. There is a preference that this be worded more 
like, “Friends should give serious, prayerful 
consideration as to whether they should serve on 
more than 3 committees as doing so may weaken 
their ability to serve effectively when needed.” We 
agree Nominating Committee should consider this 
when making proposals to Yearly Meeting. 

Stillwater: It is suggested Friends serve on no more than 
three committees. 

Rockingham:  Friends will be advised not to serve on more than 
three yearly meeting? committees.  Nominating 
Committee should take this into account during their 
considerations. 

3. Around Second Month of each year, each committee 
should go through a self-examination process…  [Details 
omitted here.  See original proposals] 

Salem: It is felt that this process must be spirit-led, 
and some issues need to be visited in the various 
committees.  This Query could be reworded to be 
less negative and to trust the Spirit, rather than 
requiring monosyllabic responses. Some feel an 
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Administrative Query for all committees seems 
appropriate, and could give us an annual fresh look 
at each committees relevance, purpose and future. 

Stillwater: We support the self- examination process of all 
committees. Members whose terms are up should share 
whether they are willing to continue. 

Rockingham:  We note that while administrative work may not 
always feel led by the power of Christ, the greater work it 
supports may be so led.  Also, committees should be 
encouraged to add temporary members as needed to 
complete their work without increasing the size of the 
committee permanently. 

Queries 

1. When practical, query answers should be made available 
before Yearly Meeting starts.  They can be posted on the 
website and/or printed and offered to those registering 
at Yearly Meeting. 

Salem: Friends support this measure and agree that the 
Quarterly Meeting summaries could be made 
available prior to their reading at Yearly Meeting. 

Stillwater: We would encourage all query answers to be 
submitted in a timely manner to respective 
clerks:  Monthly Meetings to their Quarterly 
Meetings and then Quarterly Meetings to the Yearly 
Meeting clerks. Summary answers should be 
provided to all Friends clerks via e-mail prior to 
Yearly Meeting. Some members find value in 
consideration of summary query answers and hope 
the clerk will continue to read them, as way opens. 

Rockingham:  Approved as presented.   

2. Before reading the answers to the Queries, the Clerk 
should ask the Meeting if they have been properly 
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reviewed.  Then Clerk can then determine if the answers 
and summaries should be read aloud before approval.  

Salem: Some prefer reading aloud as a unifying experience, 
and to accommodate visitors and guests, and some 
are in agreement that the Yearly Meeting clerk be 
able to waive the reading of the summaries during 
open sessions if deemed appropriate to save time. 

Stillwater: It may be possible to shorten Yearly Meeting by a 
day or two if queries are reviewed ahead of time so 
they will not need to be read aloud in OYM sessions. 

Rockingham:  We need the query answers in our YM business 
process to remind us who we are.  We would like the 
quarterly meeting and YM summary answers to be 
available ahead of time. We find value in having and 
hearing the quarterly meeting answers in addition to the 
summaries.  At yearly meeting, the QM answers should be 
read aloud along with the summaries.  An exception is the 
administrative queries; we suggest providing the QM 
administrative query answers in writing, and reading only 
the summaries aloud. 

Spiritual 
1. A new query could be added that asks what new things 

the Lord may be calling us to do or what opportunities 
Friends’ gifts may be brought to bear on currently.  

Salem: Some do not agree with the new spiritual 
query. Some feel this to be covered by Ministry and 
Oversight Query 2C.  We would encourage 
participation in M & O, because all are welcome. 
Some understand the question to be, “What new 
things are we being led to do that we aren't currently 
doing and what gifts do we have that we aren't 
using.” If so, we would like to see the wording of 
such as proposed Query, before we make any 
judgment. From a timing perspective some foresee 
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having to start answering Queries for the year before 
Yearly Meeting is over in order to answer 10 queries, 
1 a month, get the answers to Quarterly Meeting to 
be summarized, approved and then on to Yearly 
meeting.) 

Stillwater: Some feel a new query could be helpful in 
addressing the development of individual and 
corporate spiritual gifts, helping us grow in 
understanding and listening. Or, another question 
might be added to query #5, such as: “What can we 
do to be more involved in our local communities?” 

Some are uncertain of the need for a new 
query or whether a new approach to the old 
queries is called for, considering each in the 
Light of what new things the Lord may be 
calling us to do in response that would be 
more appropriate. 

Rockingham:  We rarely look forward corporately for any reason, 
nor do we often look around corporately to find 
opportunities for service to others.  This query can help us 
look beyond our own established business and behavior.   

We suggest as clearer wording: “A new query 
could be added that asks what new things the 
Lord may be calling us to do and how Christ would 
have us use Friends’ gifts.”. 

2. Agenda Committee should be directed to focus more on 
worship and fellowship in its planning.  

Salem: Friends feel we have had a good balance of business, 
worship and fellowship at OYM, and some would like 
more worship and fellowship. Suggestions might be 
more helpfully conveyed to Agenda Committee as 
such, rather than “direction”. 

Stillwater: Agenda Committee does a good job of planning. 
Members find the worship and fellowship portions of 
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OYM most uplifting. Input (to the agenda committee) 
from individuals or meetings would probably be 
appreciated. 

Rockingham:  We welcome a focus on worship and fellowship 
but note that we may lose something if we do not hear 
the committee reports, as they are doing the work of the 
meeting.  The reports are not very time-consuming and 
offer news from parts of the yearly meeting that we are 
not personally involved with.  We would appreciate 
having the reports available in writing ahead of yearly 
meeting. 

Leaving more empty agenda space for informal fellowship 
would be all right (assuming in-person meeting). We do 
not need more time slots devoted to corporate worship. 
The half-hour of worship before each business session 
should not be reduced because of pressure to get 
business done. 

Technical 

1. Encourage committees to use online technologies (such as 
Zoom) 

Salem: Friends support this measure and feel Zoom 
has been a good tool. 

Stillwater: Yes, this helps to alleviate the need for 
travel. 

Rockingham:  We would add to the list of example technologies 
“... (such as Zoom, email, or conference calls).”.   

2. Establish a Technical Support Committee to establish online 
meeting standards and assist with this and any other 
technologies.  

Salem: Friends generally support this measure with reservations 
regarding establishing “online meeting standards, etc.” 
and wish to emphasize that the Lord is our “guiding 
standard” during meeting and would wish any online 
meetings to remain guided by Him as He sees fit at each 
meeting. While in agreement with the formation of such a 
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committee, this creates a new committee which will 
require members. 

Stillwater: Yes, this will be needed. Even during “normal” yearly 
meetings it would be good if remote members could 
participate via Zoom. 

Rockingham:  We suggest “Create a Technology Committee to 
establish and maintain online meeting standards and 
assist with this and any other technologies or technology-
related decisions.” 

 
[End of report] 

 
The meeting thanks Bob Rockwell and Denny 

Rockwell for facilitating our hybrid meeting today. 

 
No further business coming before us, we now 

conclude, intending to gather again on Eleventh Month 

20, 2021. 
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Committees 
Agenda Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Sharon A. Helms 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
Term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting Email Phone 
Number 

Charles 
Thomas, Jr 

EX_OFFICO 
Yearly 
Meeting 
Clerk 

MARLBOROUGH charles.c.thomas.jr@ 
gmail.com 

(610) 347-
0843, 
CELL:(609) 
304-1575 
(Chip) 

Sharon A. 
Helms 

EX_OFFICO 
Registrar 

CROSSROADS philandsharon04.01@ 
sbcglobal.net 

(248) 360-
2074, (248) 
464-1018 

Constance 
Bair-
Thompson 

EX_OFFICO 
Assistant 
Registrar 

CHESTNUT 
RIDGE 

bairthompson@ 
gmail.com 

CELL:508-
278-2355 

Bridget 
Casterline 

EX_OFFICO 
Assistant 
Registrar 

MARLBOROUGH gothamgoeswest@ 
gmail.com 

(610) 431-
9380 

Nancy A. 
Hawkins 

2023  MIDDLETON nanquaker@aol.com, 
nanquakernh@gmail.com 

(330) 429-
4686 

Conrad 
Lindes 

2023  SALEM UPPER 
SPRINGFIELD 

clindes@ 
yourfriendinChrist.net 

(440) 884-
0338 

Loisanne 
Rockwell 

2023  STILLWATER 
 

740-425-
2013 

Robert J. 
Rockwell 

2023  STILLWATER rrockwell1938@yahoo.com (740)425-
2013 

Terry H. 
Smith 
Wallace 

2023  KEYSTONE 
FELLOWSHIP 

 
(717)-585-
2882 

Sarah 
Parsons 

2024  MIDDLETON consuir@aol.com HOME:(770) 
512-0330 
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Description 

The Agenda Committee is composed of seven 
members plus the Yearly Meeting clerk and Registrar and is 
named by the Yearly Meeting Nominating Committee. Terms 
of service are for three years, with staggered expiration dates. 

The work of developing the written agenda for yearly 
meeting sessions should begin in First Month for Event 
Contract and updated costs with Olney Friends School. The 
agenda should be ready for distribution by Sixth Month, with 
planning meetings held as needed. The agenda lists items of 
business to be considered at each session, as well as other 
scheduled events during that week. The agenda also provides 
information on accommodations, meals, youth activities and 
other items of interest to members and visitors.  The basic 
format of the agenda is helpful in reminding Friends of the 
anticipated flow of Yearly Meeting business through the 
week. 

The committee is responsible for delegating planning 
for evening programs for yearly meeting week and for making 
the necessary arrangements for their presentation. Members 
of this committee are also responsible for arranging for yearly 
meeting members to conduct the morning worship groups 
during the week. It is important to keep in contact with Olney 
Friends School personnel as arrangements are being made 
since we make use of their facilities. The Agenda Committee 
should see that the agendas are printed or copied, stapled 
and distributed to all monthly meetings. 
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Audit & Budget Committee 

Appointed by Yearly Meeting in Session.  
Term of service is 2 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Burton M. Doudna 2022  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Robert Becerra 2022  STILLWATER 

 
Description 

The yearly meeting of 2003 directed that there be four 
members of the Audit and Budget Committee, with staggered 
two-year terms. Two members are named each year from the 
floor of the yearly meeting. The committee is to 

- Audit the books of the yearly meeting treasury.  It is 
helpful if the YM treasurer gives to the committee 
immediately after their appointment the yearly meeting 
financial record book and bank statements, as well as a copy 
of the treasurer's report to the yearly meeting. 

- Prepare a proposed budget for the yearly meeting 
for the coming year. The budget is usually reported to the last 
business session. It is helpful for the various committees of 
the yearly meeting to inform the Audit and Budget 
Committee of their fiscal needs soon after its appointment. 
The committee considers the balance of all requests as it 
prepares the budget. Individual requests by particular 
committees are usually not approved by the yearly meeting 
prior to considering the proposed budget. In its budget report 
the A&B Committee should include explanation of changes 
they propose from the previous year, as well as any other 
conditions they deem helpful in understanding the budget. 

- Recommend OYM members to serve as treasurer 
and assistant treasurer for the coming year. This 
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recommendation usually is part of the budget report given on 
Seventh Day. 

- In consultation with the treasurer, make 
recommendations to the yearly meeting for changes in 
procedures to expedite the fiscal functions of the yearly 
meeting. For example, in its 2003 report, the committee 
suggested that the treasurer, early in the fiscal year, forward 
to each yearly meeting committee its approved 
appropriation. Each committee would then be responsible for 
handling its own receipts and disbursements. 

Christian Education Camp 

Clerk/Convener: Johanna Mae Rockwell 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
Term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Barbara K. Warrington 2022  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

David E. Warrington 2022  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Margaret Marie Bundy 2023  STILLWATER 

Gwendolyn Giffen 2023  STILLWATER 

Johanna Mae Rockwell 2023  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Kathleen M. Kovalick 2024  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

 
Description 

The purpose of the Christian Education Camp 
Committee is to provide oversight, support and assistance 
with planning and execution of the Christian Education Camp. 
The Camp is a two to four day period of time of interacting 
with our first through eighth grade children to assist and 
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encourage them in their understanding of and desire for a 
growing relationship with Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

The committee is to seek out an individual or 
individuals who can assume the leadership. The Leader is to 

- Discern an appropriate theme for group focus. 
- Make annual reservations with Olney for use of campus 

facilities. 
- Direct outreach and publicity toward potential campers. 
- Arrange for adult supervisors and senior and junior 

counselors and provide other resources. 
- Select a camp treasurer and calculate probable need of 

Yearly Meeting financial support, expenses and camper 
fees. 

- Make an annual report to the Yearly Meeting. 
Committee members are encouraged to share their 

talents and gifts as they are able, such as by being counselors, 
in craft instruction, overseeing recreation activities, helping 
lead worship programs, or teaching. All committee members 
are asked to especially pray for the camp, campers, and 
counselors before, during and after the camp sessions. Gifts 
and qualities needed to be a member of this committee are a 
"willingness to be a worker for the Lord". 

The camps held in the past have always been Christ-
centered and Spirit-led. While children of Ohio Yearly 
Meeting have been the targeted campers, all children have 
been welcomed. Many campers are children of former OYM 
members or friends of campers. We have seen the workings 
of the Lord in so many aspects of the camps. When we 
allowed Him to work, in His perfect timing, the camps have 
been wonderful times of learning about and experiencing 
Him. 

Custodians 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
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Member Tenure Meeting 

Loisanne Rockwell IN_PERPETUITY Appointed 1990 STILLWATER 

Seth Hinshaw IN_PERPETUITY Appointed 2009 MARLBOROUGH 

Beverly Kirk Shull IN_PERPETUITY Appointed 2010 STILLWATER 

Kimberly A. Newlin IN_PERPETUITY Appointed 2010 SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

 
Description 

The Custodians of the Records preserve in a suitable, 
safe manner all OYM records of importance, including those 
of subordinate meetings, and the historical records of Olney 
Friends School and the Walton Retirement Home. Four 
Friends currently serve, including one from each quarterly 
meeting. The Yearly Meeting decided in 2010 that the 
Custodians had charge of the records in the vault at Olney 
Friends School and the vault in the Salem Meeting House. 

The Custodians meet as required to manage the 
records or to deposit additional records. No ongoing funding 
is required. A written report is made to the yearly meeting 
following or anticipating any important records activity. It is 
helpful for members to have analytical minds, historical 
interests, and some knowledge of OYM history and structure. 

Epistle Committee 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee. 
Term of service is 2 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2022  MIDDLETON 

Michael Kinch 2022  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 
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Kenneth P. Jacobsen 2023  STILLWATER 

David Male 2023  STILLWATER 

 
Description 

Note, this description has not yet been approved by Yearly Meeting. 

The Epistle Committee discerns which epistles, or 
portions thereof, should be offered to the yearly meeting to 
be read aloud during the sessions.  Usually, four to six 
selections are made.  Most epistle documents are sent to 
FWCC where they are put on a website for our viewing. Those 
documents and any that are sent directly are viewed by 
members who may bring forward selections for discernment 
at the committee meeting held the day before the opening 
session of yearly meeting when epistles or portions thereof 
should be selected to offer to the yearly meeting to be read 
aloud during sessions.  

The Epistle Committee is also charged with writing 
letters to be sent to other groups of Friends, primarily yearly 
meetings, as messages from Ohio Yearly Meeting in session. 
The committee usually reports on Sixth Day, to allow for any 
revision of letters that may be needed. 

It is customary for the Epistle Committee to write 
epistles to Friends Everywhere and to Iowa and North 
Carolina Yearly Meetings (Conservative). Committees 
sometimes feel drawn to compose additional letters. 
Examples are messages to the various groups of Christian 
Friends with whom our members have had fellowship, or 
absent members of our own YM. Although the committee 
should not feel required to write all such groups in a given 
year, it is appropriate to keep in touch with those to whom 
we feel especially close in the family of Friends. 
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The writing of epistles opens an important avenue for 
ministry from OYM to other Friends. Accordingly, members of 
the committee need to be open to leadings to include 
spiritual messages as well as conveying the important themes 
of our time together during YM week. Letters should have 
some content unique to their recipients, but it may be 
appropriate to use certain paragraphs in more than one 
letter. 

Epistles should be presented to the clerks in a form 
easy to read. The final copy for mailing is arranged and signed 
by the YM clerk after approval by the YM.  
  



120 

 

 

FCNL Representatives 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
Term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Sylvia E. Thomas 2022  STILLWATER 

Earl Smith 2024  STILLWATER 

 
Description 

OYM members named as representatives to the 
Friends Committee on National Legislation are contacts for 
communicating concerns between the FCNL and OYM. It is 
hoped that at least one representative will attend the annual 
FCNL meeting in Washington, DC, in Eleventh Month. 
Financial help for attending the meeting may be requested 
from the OYM Travel Fund. A report of the highlights of the 
meeting should be presented to the yearly meeting and may 
be similarly shared with other meetings and individuals. 

If an FCNL staff person is present during yearly 
meeting week, representatives should assure that the Agenda 
Committee has set a time and place when the staff person 
may meet with concerned individuals. In addition, at least one 
representative should see that the staff person is welcomed 
and that his or her needs are met. 

Although there have in recent years been no meetings 
among OYM representatives to FCNL during the year, 
coordination among them is important in planning possible 
attendance at the annual meeting and in welcoming a staff 
person. It is helpful if the representatives name a convener 
from among themselves. The convener or another 
representative should prepare a brief report to the yearly 
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meeting, highlighting the representatives' relevant actions 
during the past year. 

OYM representatives to the FCNL should have current 
experience with OYM and a desire to learn about the work of 
the FCNL. They should have a real concern to understand, and 
to help others understand, the legislation that Friends hope 
will help toward a more just and peaceful world. 

FWCC Representatives 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
Term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Beverly Kirk Shull 2023  STILLWATER 

Henry C. Jason, Jr 2024  MIDDLETON 

David Male 2024  STILLWATER 

 
Description 

OYM's representatives to the Friends World 
Committee for Consultation, Section of the Americas, are to 
facilitate communication between the two organizations. 
They can help the Section understand the yearly meeting's 
concerns and help interpret to the yearly meeting the work 
and the needs of the FWCC. The FWCC expects yearly meeting 
representatives to raise money for the Section, especially 
through appropriations from their yearly meeting. 

Representatives are expected to attend the annual 
meeting of the Section of the Americas, customarily held in 
Third Month in a hotel in a different location each year. (That 
annual meeting is open to any Friend wishing to attend.) 
Representatives get priority from OYM in being chosen to 
represent it at FWCC Triennials, held every three years in 
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various locations throughout the world. In addition, the FWCC 
asks many representatives to serve on working committees, 
which usually meet at least once a year (often in the fall), as 
well as at the annual spring meeting. Some OYM Travel Funds 
are available for attending these meetings, by request. Some 
funds may also be available from the Section. 

If FWCC personnel are present at yearly meeting, OYM 
representatives should see that their needs are tended. 
Retiring representatives retain their duties through yearly 
meeting week. Terms for OYM Representatives to FWCC 
should be for three years, in order to mesh with the Section's 
expectations of representatives. 

Representatives should be concerned Friends with 
current experience in OYM as well as an interest in worldwide 
Quakerism. They should be able to articulate their faith and 
ideas, have a zeal to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ, be able 
to travel when called upon, and have a degree of tolerance 
for various cultures and religious expressions. 
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Fiduciary Trustees 

Clerk/Convener: David E. Warrington 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee. 
 Term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Jamie Helmick EX_OFFICO Walton Home 
Manager 

Coopted Community 
Member 

Carey L Newlin 2022  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Robert Becerra 2023  STILLWATER 

Beverly Kirk Shull 2023  STILLWATER 

Shelley Ann 
Rockwell 

2024  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

David E. Warrington 2024  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

 
Description 

The Fiduciary Trustees of OYM were incorporated 
under the laws of the State of Ohio in 1924 to hold real 
property, stock, and other securities on behalf of Ohio Yearly 
Meeting. The real estate holdings of OYM include the lands 
and facilities currently used by the Walton Home and those 
leased by Olney Friends School, Inc. These properties are 
legally held in the name of the Fiduciary Trustees on behalf of 
OYM. 

Various monthly meeting funds, graveyard funds, and 
similar endowments are sometimes placed with the Fiduciary 
Trustees. The endowment funds for OYM purposes, the 
Walton Home, and those to benefit Olney Friends School are 
part of the trustees' portfolio. These funds are invested by the 
trustees in order to realize investment return and in some 
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cases, value appreciation. Portions of the funds may also be 
used for loans (primarily to OYM members). Annually, at the 
end of the fiscal year (Sixth Month 30, as of 1992), a portion 
of the income earned and appreciation in value during the 
preceding 12 months is paid to those bodies having funds 
deposited with the trustees. The amount of the annual 
distribution depends on the success of the investment 
program for the year, expenses incurred, and funding a 
modest reserve fund to act as a buffer against fluctuations in 
asset valuation. 

The organization, authorities, and membership of the 
Fiduciary Trustees are completely described in the By-laws 
which were last revised and approved by Representative 
Meeting in Eleventh Month 2010. Representative Meeting or 
the Yearly Meeting must approve all amendments to these 
By-laws. 

There are currently five trustees who serve three-year 
appointments as nominated by the Nominating Committee 
and approved by OYM during the annual Eighth Month 
meetings. The business manager of the Walton Home is 
considered an ex-officio, non-voting member. As is customary 
for an incorporated body, there are four officers of the 
Fiduciary Trustees: president, vice president, treasurer-
assistant secretary, secretary-assistant treasurer. 

The trustees meet regularly four times a year in 
addition to holding called meetings as the need arises. 
Meetings are currently held in First, Fourth, Seventh, and 
Tenth Months. Decisions on the annual distribution of income 
are finalized at the Seventh Month meeting to permit smooth 
completion of reports to OYM. A special meeting during 
yearly meeting week in Eighth Month is sometimes held to 
elect officers; otherwise officers are elected at the Tenth 
Month meeting. Knowledge of investments and sound 
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business acumen are both valuable assets for individual 
trustees. 

Financing Educational Concerns Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Beverly Kirk Shull 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
Term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Janet Hammer 2022  CHESTERFIELD 

Beverly Kirk Shull 2022  STILLWATER 

Rebecca J. Hawkins 2024  MIDDLETON 

Debora Hope Taber 2024  STILLWATER 

 
Description 

The Committee to Finance Educational Concerns was 
first appointed in the year 2000, "to have charge of financing 
educational concerns and educational outreach. This might 
include scholarships, work with Yearly Meeting youth, 
support for the Friends Center, and/or other concerns which 
arise." (Minutes of ad hoc committee, approved by Yearly 
Meeting 1999) 

The committee brings to the Yearly Meeting 
recommendations for the use of funds held by the Fiduciary 
Trustees for educational purposes, when circumstances 
necessitate a change in their application. Legal advice is 
sought as needed to ensure that the committee's 
recommendations honor the intent of donors. When funds 
have been designated for scholarships, the committee 
determines policy for their distribution within guidelines 
approved by the Yearly Meeting and furnishes the Fiduciary 
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Trustees a list of students who are to receive aid. The 
committee will be in charge of supervising the use of other 
funds for educational concerns that may become available. 
The committee works with the Fiduciary Trustees as needed. 
It meets during yearly meeting week and additional times 
during the year as the work requires. It reports to the Yearly 
Meeting annually. 

Friends Center Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Susan Smith 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
Term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Burton M. Doudna 2022  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Kenneth P. Jacobsen 2022  STILLWATER 

Richard A Simon 2022  STILLWATER 

Diane Reynolds 2022  STILLWATER 

David Male 2023  STILLWATER 

John C. Smith 2023  ROCKINGHAM 

Susan Smith 2023  ROCKINGHAM 

John Chapman Benson 2024  STILLWATER 

Constance Bair-Thompson 2024  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Robert J. Rockwell 2024  STILLWATER 

Frances I. Taber 2024  STILLWATER 

 
Description 
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The Friends Center Committee meets five or six times 
a year, sometimes by phone or electronic conferencing, to 
oversee the work of the Friends Center, "a retreat and 
conference center for exploring Christian unprogrammed 
Quakerism and its meaning today."  The committee 
establishes policy for the use of the Center for its own retreats 
and other events, including hospitality for OYM members. It 
plans programs at the Center and oversees maintenance and 
improvements to its building and grounds. Members share 
responsibility for arranging for leadership for each activity, 
hosting each event, and developing publicity. Local members 
of the committee also share in housekeeping and 
maintenance tasks. One member of the committee serves as 
treasurer. Another member serves as registrar, sending out 
information and receiving inquiries and registrations for each 
Friends Center event.  One or two members serve as host for 
each event, communicating with the weekend's facilitator 
and being present during the weekend to coordinate meals 
and meet participants' other outward needs. Some members 
of the committee should be acquainted with Friends in other 
yearly meetings to facilitate reaching out for leadership and 
participants. The committee makes an annual report to Ohio 
Yearly Meeting. 

Historical Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Loisanne Rockwell 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee. 
 Term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Margaret Marie Bundy 2022  STILLWATER 

Mary Alice Pino 2022  MIDDLETON 



128 

 

Earl Smith 2024  STILLWATER 

Kathryn Elizabeth Smith 2022  STILLWATER 

Anne Marie Taber 2022  STILLWATER 

Gwendolyn Giffen 2023  STILLWATER 

Loisanne Rockwell 2023  STILLWATER 

Seth Hinshaw 2024  MARLBOROUGH 

Description 

The principal responsibility of the Historical 
Committee is the care of the Heritage Rooms in Stillwater 
Meetinghouse. The convener of the committee may also 
serve as the contact person for the Belmont County Tourism 
Council, as well as for others wishing to arrange tours of the 
Meetinghouse and the Heritage Rooms. Members of the 
committee may act as tour guides. 

The committee presents to the yearly meeting a 
written report of their activities and a financial report for the 
year. Funds are often requested from the yearly meeting. 
Money paid by tour groups arranged by the Belmont County 
Tourism Council is usually retained by the committee. The 
committee also sells books and souvenirs. Money is needed 
sometimes for painting and improvements. 

The committee has a short business meeting during 
yearly meeting and at least one all-day meeting in the spring 
or summer for cleaning the Heritage Rooms as well as any 
necessary business. Committee members take turns opening 
the Heritage Rooms and acting as hosts or hostesses at Olney 
Commencement and yearly meeting sessions, as well as at 
other meetings held at the meetinghouse. 

Since the Book and Children’s Literature Committee 
has been laid down, the Historical Committee has the 
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responsibility of keeping on hand in the Heritage Rooms 
copies of Mind the Heavenly Treasure by Gary Bowell; “Living 
A-Top of the World” by Charles Morlan; the pamphlets “A 
Brief Introduction to Conservative Friends,” “Welcome to our 
Meeting,” “Advices and Queries,” and other OYM literature 
as well as Bibles to be handed out to children of OYM at age 
eight. We cooperate with the Committee to Coordinate and 
Support Outreach and the Wider Fellowship of Conservative 
Friends to accomplish these tasks formerly performed by the 
Book and Children’s Literature Committee. 

The committee evaluates old clothing, papers, and 
other artifacts offered for display in the Heritage Rooms. If 
such objects are found useful for that purpose, they are 
assigned accession numbers and recorded. Not all items can 
be accepted because of space limitations. 

Historical Committee members should have an 
interest in preserving Quaker heritage. In addition, some 
should have clerical and record keeping skills or artistic talent 
for planning exhibits. It is also helpful for someone to be 
available on short notice. 

Junior Yearly Meeting 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
Term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

No Friends serving at close of 2021 sessions. 

Description 

This committee provides a service to parents as well 
as to children and young people during YM sessions. We offer 
a program during business sessions of the yearly meeting, 
giving the children a time for special attention and allowing 
parents more freedom to participate in the business. The time 
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with the children gives an opportunity to share the Christian 
gospel of Jesus Christ, to study the Bible, to help the children 
understand our reasons for being Friends, and also to have 
fun with outings, crafts, games and such. We want to be an 
encouragement to them in their lives. Young Friends, usually 
from grades 7-12, meet with designated committee members 
in a similar program of Christian Quaker study. Committee 
members usually help the children and Young Friends give an 
evening program to all the YM attendees on Seventh Day 
evening. 

The program for Junior YM and Young Friends may 
vary year to year, as does the number of participants and their 
ages. It is necessary to provide a morning and afternoon 
program for each day. We start with the children attending 
the first portion of each YM business session, being there for 
prayer and introduction of visitors. Next the children go to a 
prearranged place to have their own activities, prayer and 
time together. Generally we visit the Walton Home on 7th day 
morning to practice our program for 7th day evening before 
a small audience. We have sometimes asked particular older 
Friends to speak with the children on a topic of life 
experience. This helps to enrich the children's contact with 
others in the YM. 

Infants, toddlers and preschoolers are sometimes 
cared for by volunteers, sometimes it has been needful to 
organize paid childcare. This committee makes arrangements 
for these younger children as needed. 

A report is given to the YM to be read during 7th day 
morning business session. The leaders give a report of the 
week's Junior YM session that is read during this same 
business session. For two or three decades Junior YM was 
held as a business meeting with clerks, reading epistles, 
appointing a committee to write epistles to other junior 
yearly meetings and to Friends in other places of the world. 
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This has not been done recently. Instead each child has 
helped to write part of the report about Junior YM sessions 
that they attended. This then is passed on to the YM as a 
report from the children. 

The committee should meet 3 or 4 times a year 
before. The first meeting should be no later than Third or 
Fourth month to start planning the program for the coming 
yearly meeting. This allows new members of the committee 
time to ask questions, helps the committee members to all 
get acquainted, and allows for finding areas which the 
committee may need assistance from people outside the 
committee. 

A modest allotment from the yearly meeting budget 
helps to pay for an evening meal together, craft supplies, 
teaching guides, snacks and has paid childcare for 
preschoolers and infants. 

The love for children and their personalities is very 
important for a committee member. One needs to be 
forthright, patient, tolerant, have self-control, and honesty. It 
is helpful to have individuals with different strengths: 
entertainers, organizers, craft enjoyers and folks who will 
share of themselves. The members of this committee create 
the setting of the Junior YM and Young Friends sessions. 
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Memorial Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Seth Hinshaw 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee. 
Term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Evelyn M. Groves 2023  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Timothy Lillie 2023  MIDDLETON 

Lois Edgerton 2024  MIDDLETON 

Seth Hinshaw 2024  MARLBOROUGH 

Description 
The Memorial Committee assists in the production of 

memorials of members who have lived exemplary spiritual 
lives. Each memorial should illustrate the operations of divine 
grace in the deceased so as to inspire future generations to 
know the fulfillment of coming into submission themselves. 

Although the Discipline states that memorials are to 
be produced by local meetings, the Memorial Committee 
since its inception in 1971 has taken an active role in the 
composition of memorials. The Committee usually meets 
with the family and meeting of the deceased to collect 
information, then creates the first draft. The draft is sent to 
the family for review. Once the text has been completed, the 
proposed memorial is forwarded to the Representative 
Meeting for final approval, printing, and distribution. 

Committee members should have one or more gifts 
related to the committee's work. Perhaps most valuable is the 
gift of discernment, especially as it relates to weighing the 
desires of the meeting and of the family. Gifts for collecting 
and evaluating information about the decedent are 
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particularly valuable. Last, a concern for producing an 
accurate account of the Friend's life with an emphasis on 
conveying the influence of the Holy Ghost upon him or her is 
critical. While the spiritual fruit and labor of the person are 
worthy, capturing that person's faith in Christ Jesus should be 
the goal of every Memorial. 

Nominating Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Charles Thomas, Jr 

Appointed by Monthly Meetings.  
Term of service is 2 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Evelyn M. Groves 2022  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Janet Hammer 2022  CHESTERFIELD 

Rebecca J. Hawkins 2022  MIDDLETON 

Seth Hinshaw 2022  MARLBOROUGH 

Kimberly A. Newlin 2022  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Meritt Petrone 2022  CROSSROADS 

Earl Smith 2022  STILLWATER 

John C. Smith 2022  ROCKINGHAM 

Janet Hammer 2023  CHESTERFIELD 

Michael Kinch 2023  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Kathleen M. Kovalick 2023  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Elvina M. Krekler 2023  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Mary Alice Pino 2023  MIDDLETON 
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Loisanne Rockwell 2023  STILLWATER 

Charles Thomas, Jr 2023  MARLBOROUGH 

 
Description 

The Nominating Committee consists of two members 
appointed by each Monthly Meeting, with alternating two-
year terms.  Each year's appointment is reported to the 
Quarterly Meeting immediately preceding that year's Yearly 
Meeting sessions, and is included in the Quarterly Meeting 
reports given at the opening session of Yearly Meeting.  The 
terms of Friends thus named begin after the close of that 
year's Yearly Meeting, and continue through the next two 
Yearly Meeting sessions. 

The Clerk of Nominating Committee is an ex-officio 
member of the Printing Committee. The Nominating 
Committee's purpose is to find, through God's Guidance, right 
persons to serve on yearly meeting committees. Once it has 
become clear, through the process described below, how 
many people are needed to fill committee positions, the 
Nominating Committee is encouraged to wait in worship to 
see which names they are led to and then to consider the 
questions in the following paragraph. 

In choosing the right persons, we take into 
consideration the following: Have they been faithful in 
attending committee meetings in the past? Have they voiced 
a desire to serve on a certain committee? Does the 
Nominating Committee consider them to be suited or 
especially gifted in the area of consideration? Are they willing 
to serve? What is the balance of men and women, age 
differences, and the geographic spread of a committee, if 
these factors seem important in the work and dynamics of 
that committee? The Nominating Committee clerk should, 
early in the year, compile a list of committees with the names 
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of those whose terms expire. The committee members from 
each monthly meeting should then be provided with the 
names of the members of their own meeting whose terms on 
each committee are expiring. If it seems right to them, and 
keeping in mind the qualifications listed above, the members 
of the committee should contact those in their meeting 
whose terms expire and ask if they are willing to serve again. 

It is suggested that the members of the Nominating 
Committee meet as a body in Fourth Month, in the morning 
on the day Representative Meeting meets in Salem, Ohio, to 
consider all appointees and together arrive at members to 
serve on the various committees. Each new appointee must 
be asked if he or she is willing to serve. The committee should 
meet early in the week at Yearly Meeting to finalize the 
appointments. The clerk should send each committee 
member timely a notice of each of these meetings. 

A report of all proposed new appointments, listed by 
committee and date of service expiration, should be given to 
the Clerk of the YM. The Nominating Committee should be 
available during the YM sessions to fill any additional 
appointments that may be necessary. During YM this 
committee should meet and choose someone to be in charge 
of the next year's activities. 

Some committees have persons that are not members 
of OYM. The names of those persons should be suggested to 
the YM Nominating Committee consideration before they are 
contacted or asked to serve. 

At the close of the YM sessions the Nominating 
Committee clerk is requested to send a written report to each 
Monthly Meeting clerk, the Representative Meeting clerk, 
and the printing committee. This report should be a complete 
list of all committee members, including new appointments, 
listing their terms of service.  This is necessary since some 
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committees may need to meet before the printed minutes 
are distributed. 

Outreach 

Clerk/Convener: Conrad Lindes 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
The term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Conrad Lindes 2022  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Allistair Lomax 2022  ROCKINGHAM 

Kim Richard Palmer 2022  STILLWATER 

John Chapman Benson 2023  STILLWATER 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2023  MIDDLETON 

John C. Smith 2023  ROCKINGHAM 

Henry C. Jason, Jr 2024  MIDDLETON 

Charles Thomas, Jr 2024  MARLBOROUGH 
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Description 

As Christians, we in Ohio Yearly Meeting have a charge 
to spread Christ's good news to the whole world.   The ideal 
means for this is through direct personal contact, sharing the 
gospel of Christ’s love for us and His presence, in Spirit, within 
every human soul as the Word of God to speak to us and as 
the Light that reveals our faults and leads us to 
holiness.  Thus, the essential place and responsibility for this 
personal outreach and for welcome seekers and new 
members is the Monthly Meeting.   This Committee’s role is, 
as its title states, to coordinate and support that Monthly 
Meeting work.   To make this possible, Nominating 
Committee members should seek out the members of their 
Monthly Meetings with the greatest gifts and availability for 
outreach, even if they live at a distance from the Meeting 
House, to name to the Committee to Coordinate and Support 
Outreach so that each Monthly Meeting is represented on it. 

The internet provides us, cloistered as we sometimes 
seem to be, an unprecedented opportunity to proclaim our 
unique version of that good news to every comer of the globe. 
The primary charge of this committee is to be continually 
yearning and listening for the Word of God to speak through 
us, in written rather than in vocal ministry, to Friends and 
seekers the world over. 

Ohio Yearly Meeting has "conserved" the Truth and 
Light which the first Friends proclaimed, but we have hidden 
it under a bushel basket, where its flame is dying. Though we 
are now few in number, we Friends of this Truth and Light 
have the opportunity to put that Truth and Light on a 
candlestick to enlighten the whole world. Members of this 
committee should burn with the desire to share our 
wonderful Good News and should be willing and able to 
spend the time to do that, primarily  through their own 
Monthly Meetings, and then through correspondence and 
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phone calls with individuals from anywhere in the world who 
might discover us and want to learn more about Christ within. 

Each Monthly Meeting should be excited and willing 
to take on the opportunity for growth through its local, in-
person outreach.  Ideally, then, at least one Friend from each 
Monthly Meeting should serve on this committee so that they 
can learn from one another's Monthly Meeting work and 
coordinate and support that work among the Monthly 
Meetings.  In addition, as members of this committee, they 
will be the contact point for the work of the whole Yearly 
Meeting to reach out to the world.   When online inquirers 
find themselves to be in unity with us and desire to join, they 
will need to do that through a Monthly Meeting, which can 
be facilitated by correspondence with individual committee 
members. 

The Outreach Committee maintains a website which 
currently includes: 

The committee meets in person once a year, at the 
Friends Center, the day before the opening session of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting. Throughout the year, we maintain 
conversation with one another through emails and through 
online meetings every 6 weeks. One committee member 
serves as its treasurer, and some members with the needed 
skills and interest maintain the website. One member serves 
as the correspondent.   He or she receives and replies to all 
email inquiries that come through the website and passes 
them on to two other committee members, in rotation. EACH 
MEMBER of the committee is responsible to respond, at least 
initially, to these inquiries, and to maintain correspondence 
with those inquirers who continue to show interest. 
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Committee Schedule:  

1. In person committee meeting at Yearly Meeting 
sessions. Finalize the report for YM at this time, and 
email the report to the YM Clerk in Word format. 

2. Meet online, using Zoom or another means, every 6 
weeks. During these meetings: 

o receive reports of each Monthly Meeting’s 
outreach work since that last meeting and 
plans for the future. This is an opportunity for 
cross-pollination of ideas; 

o review the inquiries received through the 
website since that last meeting, the responses 
to them, and the current status of 
correspondence with inquirers. 

▪ The committee Correspondent is to 
make an initial reply and pass on the 
inquiry and his/her response to two 
committee members, selected in 
rotation, who also are to respond at 
least once to the inquirer; 

▪ the correspondent will maintain a list 
of inquirer’s names, email addresses, 
any other known information 
regarding location, phone number, 
etc., and the current status of 
correspondence with each one. 

▪ The names of inquirers with whom 
there has been no active 
correspondence for 2 years, or who 
have joined OYM, will be dropped from 
the list. 

o Review the website content and appearance in 
the light of performance reports for Google 
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and others, and in the light of input from 
visitors to the site, to continually work to 
improve the effectiveness of the site in 
communicating our understanding of the 
gospel as widely as possible. 

3. During the last online meeting before Yearly Meeting 
sessions, prepare a preliminary report for Yearly 
Meeting. 

4. During the first online meeting of the calendar year, 
prepare to be give books to Olney seniors. 

o Decide which book(s) to give, with the intent 
of providing these graduates with a valuable 
reminder of OYM Friends’ experience of the 
living, inward Christ. 

o Communicate with Onley to find out how 
many seniors will be graduating. 

o Communicate with the OYM Historical 
Committee to acquire and store those books. 

o Arrange with Olney for the books to be 
presented, on behalf of Ohio Yearly Meeting of 
the Religious Society of Friends, Conservative 
in a meaningful ceremony. 

Peace and Human Relations 

Clerk/Convener: Sylvia E. Thomas 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
Term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Lois Edgerton 2022  MIDDLETON 

Kathleen J. Rothwell 2022  CHESTERFIELD 
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Robert J. Rothwell 2022  CHESTERFIELD 

Shawna A. Roberts 2023  STILLWATER 

Earl Smith 2023  STILLWATER 

Sylvia E. Thomas 2023  STILLWATER 

Richard D. Wetzel 2024  CHESTERFIELD 

 
Description 

The mission of the Peace and Human Relations 
Committee is to glorify God and promote peace and good will 
through helping to establish His kingdom here on earth. The 
committee helps to keep the Yearly Meeting informed on 
current issues about peace and justice. It acts, as led by the 
Spirit of Jesus, in influencing affirmative action in these issues. 

The committee meets at yearly meeting time to 
reorganize and appoint a convener, whose name is forwarded 
to the Nominating Committee. It is responsible for writing an 
annual report given to the clerk of the yearly meeting on the 
year's activities. Included in this report is a financial 
statement on how monies were spent and a request for 
monies needed for the coming year. More meetings may be 
scheduled by the committee during the year to plan activities 
for yearly meeting. Activities may include sponsoring 
speakers and peace and human relations workshops, making 
available written materials for yearly meeting members, and 
supporting peace activities with other like groups. 

Printing Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Anne Marie Taber 

Appointed by Nominating Committee.  
Term of service is 3 years. 
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Member Tenure Meeting 

Charles Thomas, Jr EX_OFFICO Yearly Meeting Clerk MARLBOROUGH 

Michael Kinch EX_OFFICO Recorder KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Michael Kinch 2023  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Earl Smith 2023  STILLWATER 

Sharon A. Helms 2024  CROSSROADS 

Carey L Newlin 2024  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Anne Marie Taber 2024  STILLWATER 

Description 
The members of the Printing Committee are 

appointed by the yearly meeting Nominating Committee for 
three-year terms, with staggered expiration dates. It is this 
committee's responsibility to see that the yearly meeting 
minutes and any other documents authorized by the yearly 
meeting and Representative Meeting (such as memorials, 
pamphlets, and the Book of Discipline) are printed and 
distributed. The committee selects a printing company and 
sees that accurate information gets to that company in a 
timely manner. Yearly Meeting Minute Books are generally 
distributed early in Eleventh Month. 
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Recorders 

Yearly Meeting Recorder: Michael Kinch 

Yearly Meeting Recorder appointed by the Nominating Committee  
Monthly Meeting Recorders appointed by Monthly Meetings 

The term of service is 1 years 

Member Meeting 

Michael R. Kinch KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Penny L. Thomas MARLBOROUGH 

David W. Casterline ROCKINGHAM 

Sharon A. Helms CROSSROADS 

Rebecca J. Hawkins & Nancy A. Hawkins MIDDLETON 

Lola J. Toot SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Robert J. Rothwell CHESTERFIELD 

Kathleen M. Kovalick CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Roseanna Rockwell STILLWATER 

Description 

Each monthly meeting has the responsibility of 
appointing its membership recorder. The OYM Nominating 
Committee suggests an OYM recorder, subject to approval by 
the yearly meeting. The position does not have a specified 
term of service and does not have an allowance or budget. Its 
guidelines are self-imposed or traditional. Meetings of the 
monthly meeting recorders may be called by the OYM 
recorder if needed. 
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Membership in OYM is obtained and maintained 
through membership in one of the monthly meetings. It is the 
responsibility of each meeting's recorder to keep records of 
all members (current and past) and the way in which such 
membership was initiated or ended. These records should be 
kept as securely as possible to prevent loss, water damage, 
fire, or other harm. It is the monthly meeting records which 
are the original source of all OYM membership information. 
Electronic records kept by the OYM and monthly meeting 
recorders should also be kept in paper format. 

Since the membership year ends on 6/30, the OYM 
recorder makes sure the monthly meeting recorders have the 
proper forms so that they may complete the annual 
membership report for their monthly meeting's approval. 
When approved, a copy remains with the monthly meeting 
clerk, one with the meeting recorder, and one forwarded to 
the OYM recorder by 7/1. 

The OYM recorder uses the monthly meeting reports 
to prepare a summary report for each Quarterly Meeting, 
getting it to each quarterly meeting clerk at the appropriate 
time. After approval by the Quarterly Meeting, the 
summaries are used by the OYM recorder to prepare the 
annual membership report that is sent to the yearly meeting 
sessions for final approval. 

In the interval between Yearly Meeting and the final 
printing of the minutes, monthly meeting recorders are asked 
to provide the OYM recorder with their updated Monthly 
Meeting Directory. These are compiled and sent on to the 
printing committee. 
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Representative Meeting 

Clerk/Convener: Seth Hinshaw 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
The term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Charles 
Thomas, 
Jr 

EX_OFFICO  

Yearly 
Meeting 
Clerk 

MARLBOROUGH 

Sharon 
A. Helms 

2022  CROSSROADS 

Michael 
Kinch 

2022  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Conrad 
Lindes 

2022  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Kimberly 
A. 
Newlin 

2022  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Loisanne 
Rockwell 

2022  STILLWATER 

Charles 
Thomas, 
Jr 

2022  MARLBOROUGH 

David W. 
Casterline 

2023  ROCKINGHAM 

David F. 
Eley 

2023  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Seth 
Hinshaw 

2023  MARLBOROUGH 
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Kathleen 
M. 
Kovalick 

2023  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Debora 
Hope 
Taber 

2023  STILLWATER 

Wilma 
Mott 
Crawford 

2024  MARLBOROUGH 

Burton 
M. 
Doudna 

2024  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Nancy A. 
Hawkins 

2024  MIDDLETON 

Janet 
Hammer 

2024 
Reading 
Clerk 

CHESTERFIELD 

Sarah 
Parsons 

2024  MIDDLETON 

Mary 
Alice 
Pino 

2024 
Alternate 
Clerk 

MIDDLETON 

 
Description 

The Representative Meeting consists of up to 21 
persons, seven of whom are appointed annually for three 
year terms. The clerk of the Yearly Meeting is an ex-officio 
member of the body. Representative Meeting meets in the 
fall and spring to represent the Yearly Meeting when it is not 
in session. 

Called meetings may be called by the clerk at the 
request of four or more members. One third of the members 
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are required to conduct business, including representatives 
from at least two Quarterly Meetings. 

The Representative Meeting keeps written minutes of 
its proceedings. Copies of the minutes of each meeting should 
be forwarded to the Monthly Meeting clerks in a timely 
fashion to keep all members apprised of the business that was 
conducted. The minutes should be sent to the Yearly Meeting 
in Eighth Month for its approval. 

The duties of the Representative Meeting are: 

• In general, to act for the Yearly Meeting when it is 
not in session. 

• To represent the Yearly Meeting, and to appear in 
its behalf, whenever the interest or reputation of 
the Society of Friends may call for it. 

• To authorize any material to be published and 
distributed under the name of the Yearly Meeting, 
including any memorials of deceased Friends. 

• To extend support to individuals as their case may 
require, or apply to the government on their 
behalf. 

• To assist in the care of the yearly meetinghouse. 

The Representative Meeting may draw on the Yearly 
Meeting treasury to cover its expenses. The Meeting is not to 
adopt any article of faith or discipline which has not been 
authorized by the Yearly Meeting. 
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Technical Support Committee 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
The term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Charles Thomas, Jr 2022  MARLBOROUGH 

Earl Smith 2022  STILLWATER 

Conrad Lindes 2023  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Dennis Rockwell 2023  STILLWATER 

Kim Richard Palmer 2023  STILLWATER 

David W. Casterline 2024  ROCKINGHAM 

David Male 2024  STILLWATER 

Kent Palmer 2024  ROCKINGHAM 

Description 

The Technical Support Committee was created by 
Representative Committee on Fourth Month, 17th.  It is charged 
with establishing  general guidelines and to assist with 
technologies or technology-related decisions. 
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Travel Fund 

Clerk/Convener: Janet Hammer 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
The term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Janet Hammer 2022  CHESTERFIELD 

Dennis Rockwell 2022  STILLWATER 

Robert Becerra 2023  STILLWATER 

David F. Eley 2024  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Description 

The purpose of the Travel Fund Committee is to 
oversee the disbursement of funds to assist Ohio Yearly 
Meeting members in their travel needs Members of the 
committee are appointed for a 3 year term. Most business is 
conducted via email correspondence. One member of the 
committee keeps a 3 year budget that projects anticipated 
expenses/requests. Committee members approve requests 
and the Travel Fund treasurer submits proper 
reimbursement. 
Guidelines: 

Types of travel that the committee considers for 
funding include: 

- OYM representatives to Representative Meeting who 
need assistance with travel. 

- OYM members attending Ohio Yearly Meeting who 
need assistance with travel. 

- OYM representatives to FCNL and FWCC gatherings. 
Travel, registration, meals and housing are 
reimbursed. 
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- OYM members feeling led to travel in the ministry. 
- OYM members who attend other Quaker gatherings 

where funding assistance may be needed. 

Friends seeking funds for travel assistance should 
make a written request to a current committee member that 
includes an estimate of cost. To receive reimbursement, 
Friends should submit a receipt to the Travel Fund committee 
treasurer. 

Because funds are limited, priority will be given to 
members needing help to get to Representative and Yearly 
Meeting, representatives to FCNL, FWCC  and requests for 
traveling in the ministry. Other requests will be considered 
but due to limited funds may not receive approval. 

Friends feeling led to travel in the Ministry are to 
approach their Monthly Meeting first to ask for discernment 
in their leading, issuance of an approving minute, and 
assistance with funds.  If the Monthly Meeting approves the 
travel request and additional assistance is required then the 
Monthly Meeting may make a request to the Travel Fund 
Committee for further help. Friends are directed to the 
Discipline of Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends for further details 
about procedures for travel on religious concerns. 

Because funds are limited, the Committee will 
attempt to anticipate upcoming travel requests for the year 
in advance in the above mentioned priority areas and budget 
accordingly. Travel to FWCC, in particular, is expensive as 
conferences often require overseas travel for 2-3 
representatives. 

The Committee proposes to look ahead to anticipated 
requests and budget accordingly in an attempt to allow full 
funding and to request an appropriate allocation from the 
Yearly Meeting to cover expenses for the upcoming year. A 
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budget for the upcoming year will be submitted to Ohio 
Yearly Meeting when we make our request. 

Treasurer 

Appointed by the Audit and Budget.  
The term of service is 1 year. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Dennis Rockwell 2022  STILLWATER 

Description 

The treasurer of OYM is appointed by the yearly 
meeting for a one-year term, from one yearly meeting session 
to the next. 

The treasurer is to receive funds on behalf of OYM and 
to pay expenditures approved by the yearly meeting and/or 
Representative Meeting of OYM.  Soon after the annual 
budget is approved, the treasurer shall send a copy of the YM 
budget to each monthly meeting clerk. In this notification, it 
is helpful if the treasurer indicates a time when monies should 
be forwarded to the treasurer. The treasurer is expected to 
keep accurate records of all transactions and to submit these 
records to an annual audit committee appointed by OYM. He 
or she is expected to handle these funds with care using 
sound business practices to earn a reasonable return on 
investment that is compatible with the "conscience" of OYM. 

The treasurer will prepare a financial report showing 
income, expenses, and investments of the past year, as well 
as any other information that is felt to be important to the 
yearly meeting. This report shall be presented in printed form 
to the yearly meeting clerk so that suitable copies can be 
prepared prior to the time for the report to be considered by 
the yearly meeting. 
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Trustees 
Clerk/Convener: Robert J. Rockwell 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
The term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

David Male 2022  STILLWATER 

Richard F. Sidwell 2023  MIDDLETON 

Robert W. Stratton 2023  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Kevin D. Roberts 2024  STILLWATER 

Robert J. Rockwell 2024  STILLWATER 

Description 
Property Trustees were established as a committee of 

the yearly meeting in 1994, taking over the service of a 
committee appointed by the Representative meeting. The 
committee works with a similar committee of Stillwater 
Monthly Meeting to oversee maintenance and repair of the 
yearly meetinghouse. The yearly meeting budgets funds for 
this work, but often trustees and other Friends donate their 
own time and/or materials. The Property Trustees, again in 
cooperation with Stillwater Friends, may also schedule and 
oversee a time before yearly meeting sessions for cleaning 
the meetinghouse. 

The Property Trustees should include Friends of 
varying ages who are able to climb stairs in the meetinghouse 
and participate in its repair. The trustees submit an annual 
report to the yearly meeting, detailing the work completed 
during the past year and any maintenance needs anticipated 
in the near future. 
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Walton Board 
Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  

The term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Kathleen M. Kovalick 2022  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

David W. Casterline 2023  ROCKINGHAM 

Jean Cooper 2023  Coopted Community Member 

Rebecca J. Hawkins 2023  MIDDLETON 

Denise Troy 2023  STILLWATER 

Margaret Marie Bundy 2024  STILLWATER 

Sharon A. Helms 2024  CROSSROADS 

Cindy McGee 2024  Coopted Community Member 

Robert J. Rockwell 2024  STILLWATER 

Karen Walsh 2024  STILLWATER 

Description 

It is the Board's primary function to create a wisely 
considered and compelling vision for the betterment of those 
the Lord has entrusted into our care and to consider what 
conditions or changes to bring to pass. The Board must 
relentlessly probe behind good activity in search of good 
effects, keeping its attention focused on defining and refining 
the mission. 

The Board is responsible for governance of the 
Walton, setting goals and objectives that will fulfill the 
mission and long-range plans of the Home and monitor the 
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fulfillment of the plans. The Board is to serve as a liaison to 
the community and represent the community to the Home. 

Regularly the Board must review financial statements, 
insurance coverage, assist management, and provide a 
financial compilation. The Board must make sure monies are 
handled properly and that all requirements of funders and 
contract criteria are met. 

Walton receives funds from OYM and presents an 
accounting report to the Yearly Meeting on an annual basis. 
Additionally, written reports are made to OYM on the 
progress of the Home. 

Service on the Walton Board is normally a 3-year 
appointment with nomination coming through the 
Nominating Committee.  

The Board membership includes eight but not more 
than twelve members of OYM plus three to not more than 
five persons who are not members of OYM (Community 
Members), with a maximum of fifteen Members. The 
members’ terms will be staggered so that some positions are 
filled annually. 

The Board appoints officers each year, President, Vice 
President, and Recording Secretary, preferably after the new 
members have been appointed. The goals of OYM are to be 
reflected in all policies. In carrying out its objectives, the 
Board will want to: 

- Be responsible for employing managers and guiding 
their work through carefully established policies. 

- See that systematic organization and evaluation 
procedures are in place and functioning properly. 

- Develop a detailed job description for the Manager(s), 
including employment terms, conditions, and 
expectations. 



155 

 

Wider Fellowship 
Clerk/Convener: Nancy A. Hawkins 

Appointed by the Nominating Committee.  
The term of service is 3 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Sharon A. Helms EX_OFFICO Registrar CROSSROADS 

Terry H. Smith Wallace 2022  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Anne Marie Taber 2023  STILLWATER 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2024  MIDDLETON 

Michael Kinch 2024  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

John C. Smith 2024  ROCKINGHAM 

Description 
The purpose of this committee is to facilitate and 

encourage visitation among Conservative Friends, and to 
promote the Good News of Jesus Christ. We plan and host 
gatherings, usually biannually, inviting Conservative Friends 
and those of like mind to worship our Lord together. We have 
found that many people outside formal Conservative Friends' 
membership have an interest and hunger for fellowship with 
Friends who hold to the centrality of Christ. This has opened 
up opportunities for a wide and growing correspondence 
between committee members and scattered Friends within 
the U.S. and in other countries. There is also a sense of the 
need for traveling ministry, to encourage all to uphold Jesus, 
as His Holy Spirit gives openings in waiting Spiritual worship. 
The committee publishes the quarterly periodical The 
Conservative Friend, for "all those who love His appearing" 
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WFCF committee members need to understand 
Conservative Friends. They also should have a desire to 
practice the beliefs of Friends in allowing their lives to be 
yielded to the Holy Spirit. 
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Other Positions in Ohio Yearly Meeting 
All serving for until the conclusion of Yearly Meeting 2022 

TREASURER Dennis Rockwell 

ASSISTANT TREASURER Margaret Marie Bundy 

YEARLY MEETING RECORDER Michael Kinch 

ASSISTANT OYM RECORDER Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

YEARLY MEETING CLERK Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

YEARLY MEETING ASSISTANT CLERK Robert Wilber 
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Yearly Meeting for Ministry and Oversight 
Clerk: Mary Alice Pino, Assistant Clerk: Burton Doudna 

 

ROCKINGHAM QUARTER  

Keystone Fellowship: David Eley, (E,M); Michael Kinch 

(E); Terry Wallace (O,M)  

Marlborough: Seth Hinshaw (M); Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

(M), Penny Thomas (O), Bridget Casterline (E) 

Rockingham: David Casterline (O), Susan S. Smith (E); 

John C. Smith (M)  

 

SALEM QUARTER  

Crossroads: Sharon Helms (O, E) Middleton: Verna H. 

Cope (O); Lois G. Edgerton (E); Rebecca J. Hawkins (E); 

Mary Alice Pino (E); Nancy A. Hawkins (M);  

Salem-Upper Springfield: Eunice M. Burkey (O); Nelda J. 

Hawkins (E); Mildred S. Henderson (O); Kimberly A. 

Newlin (O); Hans M. Tritico (O); Winifred E. Stratton 

(M); Conrad Lindes (M)  

 

STILLWATER QUARTER  

Chesterfield: Robert Rothwell (E); Richard D. Wetzel (E) 

Chestnut Ridge: Kathleen Kovalick (E); Burton M. Doudna 

(M); Evelyn Doudna Groves (E)  

Stillwater: Marie Bundy (O); Karen L. Walsh (O); Diane 

Reynolds (O); Frances I. Taber (E); Earl Smith (E); Richard 

A. Simon (E); John C. Benson (M); Robert A. Wilber (M); 

David Male (M) 
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Calendar of Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends 

and its subordinate Meetings 

All times referenced are Eastern U. S. (New York) time. 

Ohio Yearly Meeting (opened 1813) is held in Stillwater Meeting 

House, near Barnesville, Ohio and will commence in 2022 with a 

meeting for Ministry and Oversight on Eighth Month 2nd at 10:00 

AM Opening session of Yearly Meeting Eighth Month 2nd at 2:00 

PM Subordinate meetings in 2020-2021 are scheduled to be held as 

follows: 

REPRESENTATIVE MEETING  

Meets the third Seventh Day in Eleventh Month at Chestnut Ridge 

Meeting at 1:00 PM; and the Third Seventh Day in Fourth Month 

at Salem at 1:00 PM Clerks: Seth Hinshaw, 353 North Charlotte 

Street, Pottstown, PA 19464 sethhinshaw@yahoo.com (484)-364-

8367, Janet Hammer, assistant. 

ROCKINGHAM QUARTERLY MEETING 

Meets the second Seventh Day of First, Fourth, Sixth, and Ninth 

Months at various locations. Questions can be sent 

to rockinghamquarterlymeeting@gmail.com or you can phone the 

clerk (Kent Palmer) at (574) 606 - 8917. 

SALEM QUARTERLY MEETING 

Held at Salem on the second Seventh-Day in Second, Fifth, 

Seventh and Eleventh Months, at 10:30 AM. 

Clerks: Mary Alice Pino, 44550 SR 517, Columbiana, OH 44408; 

Nelda J. Hawkins, assistant. 

Quarterly Meeting for Ministry and Oversight, same day at 9:30 

AM, Clerk Nancy Hawkins. 

STILLWATER QUARTERLY MEETING 

11/06 2021 At Stillwater Monthly Meeting in Barnesville 

4/02/2022 at Chesterfield Monthly Meeting in Chesterhill 

7/09/2022 at Chestnut Ridge Monthly Meeting near Barnesville 

mailto:rockinghamquarterlymeeting@gmail.com
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Quarterly Meeting for Ministry and Oversight at 9:30 AM, Burton 

Doudna, Clerk, 740-260-4926, followed by food provided, and 

regular Quarterly Meeting for Business at 1 PM Clerk, Evelyn 

Groves, 740-679-2084. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

In Rockingham Quarter 

Keystone Fellowship: Usually the third Seventh Day of each 

month at 10:30 AM.  Contact Clerk Eileen Kinch (717) 721-1764 

for location and to confirm time.. 

Marlborough:  Usually the third First Day of each month at 1:00 on 

Zoom.   Contact the Clerk: Bridget Casterline (908) 510-0527 

gothamgoeswest@gmail.com for connection information. 

Rockingham: Online with Zoom.  Usually the first First Day of 

each month in the afternoon (time varies).   Contact one of the 

Clerks, Dave Casterline <davecasterline@gmail.com>  or 

Christine Gray <cglj13@gmail.com>,  for time and Zoom Links. 

 
In Salem Quarter 

Crossroads:  Second First Day 5:30PM before Evening Meeting for 

Worship. Zoom information on michiganquakers.org Acting Clerk: 

Sharon Helms (248) 360-2074 or (248) 464-1018. 

Middleton: Middleton: 11:30 a.m. on the second First-day, 

following worship. Clerk: Mary Alice Pino (330)831-1242. 

Preparative Meeting for Ministry and Oversight: called as needed. 

Salem-Upper Springfield: The second First Day of each month, 

after worship. Clerk: Carey L. Newlin (330) 332-0565; Nelda J. 

Hawkins, assistant. Preparative Meeting for Ministry and 

Oversight held as needed on the third First-day in First, Fourth, 

Seventh and Tenth Months, following worship. 

  

mailto:gothamgoeswest@gmail.com
mailto:davecasterline@gmail.com
mailto:cglj13@gmail.com
http://michiganquakers.org/
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In Stillwater Quarter 

Chesterfield: The third First-day of each month following meeting 

for worship. Clerk: Robert J. Rothwell (740) 551-9121. 

Chestnut Ridge: Second Seventh Day at 6:00 pm at Chestnut Ridge 

meeting house. Clerk: Burton M. Doudna 740-260-4926, Carolyn 

Doudna McGinnis, assistant. 

Stillwater: First-day following the third Seventh-day of each 

Month, after worship. Clerk: Thomas F. Rockwell (609) 610-7759; 

Leonard D. Guindon, assistant. 

MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP 

At Chesterfield, 10:30 AM, First Day. 

At Chestnut Ridge, 10:30 AM, First Day. 

At Crossroads,   First Day Worship  11 AM at the Meetinghouse.   First 

Day Evening 7 PM on Zoom.  Information on michiganquakers.org. 

At Keystone Fellowship, usually on Seventh Day or First Day (either in 

members’ homes or in the local meeting house). Contact the clerk for 

time and place.  

At Marlborough, 11:00 AM, First Day. 

At Middleton, 10:30 AM, First Day. 

At Rockingham, 10:30 AM, First Day online with Seekers' Haven 

Worship Group.  Links to online worship are available 

at https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events/ 

At Salem, 10:30 AM, First Day. 

At Seekers’ Haven, 10:30 a.m. each First Day.   Contact Conrad Lindes 

(440) 884-0338 for directions, or check the OYM website for the Zoom 

link..  

At Stillwater, 10:30 AM, First Day 

At Waysmeet Worship Group, 10:30 AM First Day, Columbus (OH) 

metro area. Email Sylvia Thomas <sethos@gcfn.com> for current 

worship link/ location. 

 

Bible Study:  

Chesterfield, 11:30 AM;  

Stillwater – Waysmeet, 9:30 AM. Email Sylvia Thomas 

<sethos@gcfn.com> for Zoom link. Fourth-day;  

Chestnut Ridge, 7:30 PM. 

http://michiganquakers.org/
https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events/
mailto:sethos@gcfn.com
mailto:sethos@gcfn.com
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Midweek Meetings for Worship 

Chestnut Ridge,  Fourth-day 7:00 PM   

Crossroads, Fourth Day, 7 PM on Zoom. Information 

on michiganquakers.org;  

Middleton, Fifth-day, 3:00 PM;  

Stillwater - Waysmeet, Fifth Day 2:00 PM, Email Sylvia Thomas 

<sethos@gcfn.com> for locations and Zoom link. 

Locations of Meeting Places  

Chesterfield: Chesterhill, OH, on Rte 555 east from Rte. 377  

Chestnut Ridge: From the center of Barnesville, OH, 1.9 miles 

south. On Rte 800; turn left on Twp Road 26 near top of 

hill, then ½ mile to meetinghouse (go right at 1st fork, left 

at 2nd fork).  

Crossroads: 4108 Menton, Flint, MI 48507. For additional 

information, contact Sharon Helms, (248) 360-2074 or 

(248) 464-1018. 

Keystone Fellowship: Meetings for worship on Seventh Day or 

First Day either in members' homes or in the local meeting 

house, 2641 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bird-in-Hand PA. For 

information contact Eileen Kinch (717) 721-1764).  

Marlborough: 361 Marlboro Spring Rd., Kennett Square, PA 

19348-1309. For information, 

http://www.marlboroughmeeting.org or call Bridget 

Casterline (908) 510-0527.  

Middleton: 44866 Crestview Rd., Columbiana, OH. 3 miles south 

of Rte. 14 on Rte. 7, west ¼ mile on Crestview Rd  

Rockingham: Harrisonburg, Online with Zoom.  Links are 

available at https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events/. 

Contact one of the Clerks, Dave Casterline 

<davecasterline@gmail.com>  or Christine 

Gray <cglj13@gmail.com>,  for time and Zoom Links 

of  business meetings. 

Salem: Sixth Street, east of North Ellsworth Ave., Salem, OH  

  

http://michiganquakers.org/
mailto:sethos@gcfn.com
https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events/
mailto:davecasterline@gmail.com
mailto:cglj13@gmail.com
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Seeker's’ Haven:  Contact Conrad Lindes (440) 884-0338 for 

directions, or check the OYM website for the Zoom link. 

Stillwater: 61830 Sandy Ridge Rd., Barnesville, OH From 

Barnesville, OH, 1 mile east on E. Main St., take right onto 

Shamrock Dr. opposite Save-A-Lot, turn into Olney 

Friends School at top of hill. 
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Membership Statistics 

 

 


