
1 

Minutes  

  

of  

   
Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends  

  

  

Held near Barnesville, Ohio and online.  

Eighth Month, 6th - Eighth Month 10th, 2024 

 

Clerk: Charles Thomas, Jr. 

 Assistant Clerks: Robert Wilber, Kenneth Jacobsen  

Treasurer: Beverly Kirk Shull 

 

 

Yearly Meeting mail may be sent care of:  

Olney Friends School 61830 Sandy Ridge Road, Barnesville, 

Ohio 43713  

  

  

Phone Numbers:  

Stillwater Meeting House—(740) 425-9080  

The Morlan (Friends Center) - (740) 425-2853 

Olney Friends School—(740) 425-3655 

The Walton Home—(740) 425-2344 

  



2 

Contents  
Opening Session, Eighth Month 6th, Afternoon .............................. 7 

Query Summaries ........................................................................ 8 

Quarterly Meeting Appointments ............................................. 10 

Treasurer’s Report..................................................................... 11 

Audit and Budget Committee ................................................... 15 

Oversight of the Monte Verde School Fund ............................. 15 

Trustees of Ohio Yearly Meeting Property ................................ 15 

Representative Meeting ............................................................ 16 

Custodians of Records report .................................................... 19 

Epistle from North Carolina Yearly Meeting, Conservative ...... 20 

Fourth Day, Morning Session, 8/7 ................................................. 24 

Query Summaries ...................................................................... 25 

Membership Report .................................................................. 28 

Peace and Human Relations Report .......................................... 33 

FWCC Representatives .............................................................. 38 

FCNL Representatives Report.................................................... 39 

Fourth Day, Afternoon Session, 8/7 .............................................. 43 

Historical Committee report ..................................................... 44 

Query Summaries ...................................................................... 46 

Walton Home Board Report ...................................................... 48 

Fifth Day Afternoon Session, 8/8 .................................................. 51 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Epistle .......................................... 53 

Administrative Query Summaries ............................................. 53 

1st Administrative Query: ..................................................... 53 

YM Summary: ........................................................................ 53 



3 

2nd Administrative Query: .................................................... 53 

YM Summary: ........................................................................ 54 

3rd Administrative Query: ..................................................... 54 

YM Summary: ........................................................................ 54 

4th Administrative Query: ..................................................... 54 

YM Summary: ........................................................................ 55 

5th Administrative Query: ..................................................... 55 

YM Summary: ........................................................................ 55 

6th Administrative Query: ..................................................... 55 

YM Summary: ........................................................................ 56 

Fiduciary Trustees report .......................................................... 56 

Financing Educational Concerns ............................................... 61 

Travel Fund ................................................................................ 64 

Olney Taber Farm Report .......................................................... 66 

Plummer House ......................................................................... 67 

Epistle from Iowa Yearly Meeting, Conservative ...................... 68 

Sixth Day Morning Session, 8/9..................................................... 71 

Nominating Committee Report ................................................. 72 

Epistle Committee ..................................................................... 75 

Christian Education Camp ......................................................... 78 

Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends ................................ 82 

Memorial Committee ................................................................ 84 

Printing Committee ................................................................... 85 

Sixth Day Afternoon Session, 8/9 .................................................. 86 

Ministry and Oversight .............................................................. 86 

Committee to Support and Coordinate Outreach .................... 89 



4 

Friends Center Committee ........................................................ 91 

Agenda Committee ................................................................... 93 

Ad Hoc Committee on Safety and Background Checks ............. 95 

Approved Safety Guidelines for Participation at Ohio Yearly 

Meeting Annual Sessions .................................................... 103 

Concluding Session, Morning 8/10 ............................................. 106 

Ad Hoc Committee for Children at Yearly Meeting ................ 108 

Epistles to Iowa and North Carolina Yearly Meetings. ............ 110 

Technical Support Committee ................................................. 112 

Audit and Budget..................................................................... 112 

Approved Budget ................................................................ 115 

Monte Verde School Fund....................................................... 117 

Quarterly Meeting Representatives ........................................ 117 

Concluding Minute .................................................................. 118 

Representative Meeting Minutes ............................................... 120 

Called Meeting Ninth Month 2023 ......................................... 120 

Fall 2023 .................................................................................. 121 

Spring 2024.............................................................................. 124 

Called sessions of Ohio Yearly Meeting ...................................... 128 

Second Month 25th, 2024 ........................................................ 128 

Third Month 10th, 2024 ........................................................... 129 

Fourth Month 20th, 2024 ........................................................ 130 

Messages from our representatives at the 2024 FWCC World 

Gathering ..................................................................................... 131 

Eighth Month, 5th .................................................................... 132 

Eighth Month, 6th .................................................................... 132 

Eighth Month, 8th .................................................................... 132 



5 

Eighth Month, 10th .................................................................. 133 

Eighth Month 13th ................................................................... 133 

FWCC Representatives Reflections ......................................... 134 

Committees and Officers as of 2024 Ohio Yearly Meeting ......... 140 

Committees and officers in Detail ............................................... 146 

Agenda .................................................................................... 146 

Audit & Budget ........................................................................ 147 

Christian Education Camp ....................................................... 149 

Committee for Youth at Yearly Meeting ................................. 151 

Committee to Coordinate and Support Outreach .................. 152 

Epistle ...................................................................................... 157 

Fiduciary Trustees ................................................................... 159 

Friends Center ......................................................................... 161 

Historical Committee .............................................................. 162 

Memorial Committee .............................................................. 165 

Nominating Committee ........................................................... 166 

Peace and Human Relations.................................................... 169 

Printing Committee ................................................................. 170 

Recorders ................................................................................ 172 

Travel Fund .............................................................................. 174 

Technical Support Committee ................................................. 176 

Trustees of Ohio Yearly Meeting Property .............................. 179 

Walton Home Board ................................................................ 180 

Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends .............................. 183 

Custodians of the Records ...................................................... 184 

Representative Meeting .......................................................... 185 



6 

Treasurer ................................................................................. 187 

Assistant Treasurer .................................................................. 188 

Recorder .................................................................................. 188 

Assistant Recorder .................................................................. 189 

Yearly Meeting Clerk ............................................................... 189 

Yearly Meeting Assistant Clerk ................................................ 190 

FWCC Representatives ............................................................ 190 

FCNL Representatives.............................................................. 191 

Calendar of Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends and its subordinate 

Meetings...................................................................................... 193 

REPRESENTATIVE MEETING .................................................... 193 

ROCKINGHAM QUARTERLY MEETING ..................................... 193 

SALEM QUARTERLY MEETING ................................................. 193 

STILLWATER QUARTERLY MEETING ........................................ 194 

MONTHLY MEETINGS .............................................................. 194 

Meetings for Worship ......................................................... 195 

Bible Study ........................................................................... 196 

Midweek Meetings for Worship ......................................... 196 

Locations of Meeting Places ................................................ 197 

Membership Statistics ................................................................. 199 

Index ............................................................................................ 200 

 

  



7 

Opening Session, Eighth Month 6th, 

Afternoon  

At the Annual Sessions of Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends held in 

the Stillwater Meeting House and online, by adjournments from 

Eighth Month 6th through Eighth Month 10th in the year 2024, 

inclusive.   

If you love me, you will obey my commandments.  I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Helper, who will stay with 

you forever.  He is the Spirit, who reveals the truth about God.  

The world cannot receive him, because it cannot see him or know 

him.  But you know him, because he remains with you and is in 

you.  When I go, you will not be left all alone; I will come back to 

you.  In a little while the world will see me no more, but you will 

see me; and because I live, you also will live.  When that day 

comes, you will know that I am in my Father and that you are in 

me, just as I am in you 

John 14:15-20 

We welcomed the following visitors: 

David Johnson,  a member of Queensland Regional Meeting, 

Australia Yearly Meeting, and an affiliate member of Marlborough 

Meeting.  He is traveling under a religious concern and carrying a 

joint minute from these two meetings.     We read his minute and 

directed the clerk to endorse it.  It was noted that David will  be 

speaking to us on regeneration Sixth Day evening of this week.  

Jon Shafer from Penn Valley Meeting in Kansas City, Missouri.  Jon 

is with us to represent Iowa Yearly Meeting.   He carried with him 

a traveling minute which we were pleased to read. We are glad to 

have him with us,  and directed our clerk to add our endorsement 

to it.  We ask him to carry our love and greetings back to Iowa 

Yearly Meeting. 

Lucy and Dan Davenport:  We have been given a letter from 

Bridge City Friends Meeting in Portland, Oregon.   We are glad to 
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have them among us and look forward to giving them the same 

love and care they extended to our members who have visited 

their meeting. We ask our clerk to endorse their letter. 

Nancy Craft from North Carolina Yearly Meeting Conservative.  

Nancy has been a welcome visitor at our sessions for many years.  

We are happy that she is with us again.  She carries with her a 

letter that we will read at another session.  

Sarah Dawson from Denver Friends Church, Colorado. 

Jack Lee from Crescent City, California who joined us online. 

Autumne Kirkpatrick from New York Yearly Meeting who also 

joined us online. 

Query Summaries 

We have read the first, second and third queries and approved 

the following summaries. 

1st Query: Are meetings for worship well and 

punctually attended?  Is our behavior therein 

conducive to meditation and communion with 

God?  Do we maintain a waiting spiritual worship 

and a free gospel ministry?  Do we welcome others 

to share this fellowship with us? 

YM Summary:  Punctuality is not an issue for our times of 

Worship.  Lower attendance is reported by some meetings while 

others report new seekers.  Many meetings are encouraged by 

attendance with online technologies such as Zoom.  All report the 

meditation and communion with God that produces inner peace.   

Our worship is rich, covered and spiritual.  By waiting on the Lord, 

we sense His presence joining us in His holy silence. 
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Our meetings make an effort to encourage visitors and welcome 

new attenders.    Different welcoming methods have been 

employed including physically open doors,  invitations to share 

meals and email communications.  Some find that direct 

invitations to share our worship requires overcoming an 

inclination towards introversion. 

2nd Query: Do we cherish a forgiving spirit, and 
strive to “walk in love, as Christ also hath loved 
us”?  Is each one of us careful for the reputation of 
others?  Are we ever mindful to love our neighbor 
as ourselves?  If differences threaten to disrupt the 
Christian harmony between the members, is 
prompt action taken? 

YM Summary: Some have not found this an easy query when 

considering people who think differently than us or who are not 

interested in our forgiveness.  But we strive for Christ’s example 

and love everyone as children of God.  We know that when we 

walk in love we are transformed by God’s grace and enter into a 

forgiving spirit.  We are then able to be faithful to what Christ lays 

on our hearts.  It makes it possible to get up every morning with a 

clean slate towards others and loving our neighbor becomes 

second nature.   

We are careful for the reputation of others keeping our thoughts 

and words in check and not passing along hurtful information. 

We see little disruption in the harmony between Friends and pray 

this is because little exists and not because we are blind to it.  

3rd Query: Are our homes places of peace, joy, and 

contentment?  Are they an influence for good in 

the neighborhood, community, and country?  Do 
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we set a good Christian example for our children to 

follow?  Are Friends careful that their children 

realize that our loving Savior will faithfully guide 

them through life, as they are willing to accept and 

obey Him?  Do we help our children to read and 

appreciate the Bible? 

YM Summary : A few have found medical issues a stress, but 

peace, joy and contentment otherwise pervade in our homes.  By 

making our Lord owner of the home, they become free from 

conflict and are places of refuge from the noise of the world.   

Most of us do not presently have young children in our homes.  A 

few are concerned that some grown children can be uncaring of 

our examples, but most of us who have been blessed with families 

are comfortable that a foundation has been laid to lead a 

Christian life.   With divine guidance, we continue our efforts at 

sharing scripture with grandchildren, great grandchildren and all 

the young ones in our lives.  We strive to do our best to assure 

that they know our Lord and trust in His guidance.  

Quarterly Meeting Appointments 

The names of Friends appointed by our Quarterly meetings to this 

body were read.  Present were Sharon Helms, Rebecca J. Hawkins, 

Henry Jason, Conrad Lindes, Robert Stratton, David Male, Tom 

Roberts, Susan Smith, Lori Cabirac and David Eley.  Also read were 

new appointments to Nominating Committee.  The report was 

accepted with one correction. 
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Quarterly Meetings’ Appointments 
to Yearly Meeting 

2024 
Quarter Meeting Representatives 

Salem Quarter: Sharon Helms, Rebecca J. Hawkins, Henry 
Jason, Conrad Lindes 

Stillwater Quarter:  Robert Stratton,  David Male, Tom 
Roberts 

Rockingham Quarter: Susan Smith, Lori Cabirac, David Eley 
 

New Appointments to Nominating Committee 
The terms for these Friends expire in 2026. 

Chesterfield: Janet Hammer  
Keystone:  David Eley 
Marlborough: Seth Hinshaw 
Middleton: Rebecca J. Hawkins 
Rockingham: Jack Smith 
Salem: Kim Newlin 
Stillwater: Kay Smith 

Currently serving on Nominating Committee 
The terms for these Friends expire in 2025. 

Chestnut Ridge:  Constance Bair-Thompson 
Crossroads: Sharon A. Helms 
Keystone: Michael Kinch 
Marlborough: Penny Thomas 
Middleton: Mary Alice Pino 
Salem:  Elvina M. Krekler 
Stillwater: Earl Smith 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our treasurer’s report was presented.  She expressed appreciation 

for timely payments of Monthly Meetings.  We were happy to see 

the monthly meetings contributions in the report this year.   

Several friends voiced appreciation for her efforts.   There was 
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one question about the lack of distribution reported in the Peace 

Committee.   The Treasurer will research this, and we expect to 

have the report amended in time for the printing of the minutes if 

necessary.  

  OYM Treasurer's Report 

   Budget   Actual  Budget Actual 

  2022-23 
7/1/22-
6/30/23 2023-24 7/1/23-6/30/24 

Revenue     

Book Sales    $15.00     $60.00  
Monthly Meeting 
Donations   

     
19,167.50          22,453.00  

Other Donations   
       

1,300.00                  874.00  

   $20,482.50    $ 23,387.00  

      

Disbursements     
Ad Hoc 
Committees  $500.00   $            -    

                
500.00                             -    

Agenda 
Committee 

                   
25.00  

                   
25.00  

                   
25.00                   25.00  

Christian 
Education Camp 

            
1,200.00  

            
1,200.00  

            
1,200.00            1,200.00  

Clerk's Expenses 
                

200.00  
                

200.00  
                

300.00                300.00  

FCNL   
                

500.00  
                

500.00  
                

500.00                500.00  

Friends Center 
                   

25.00  
                   

27.06  
                   

25.00                   27.06  
Friends Disaster 
Service 

                
250.00  

                
250.00  

                
200.00                200.00  

FWCC 
                

500.00  
                

500.00  
                

500.00                500.00  
FWCC Capital 
Campaign 

                             
-    

                             
-    

       
1,000.00            1,000.00  

Historical 
Committee 

                   
25.00  

                   
25.00  

                   
25.00                   25.00  

Hominy Center 
                

100.00  
                

100.00  
                

200.00                200.00  

Insurance 
            

4,000.00  
            

3,457.50  
            

4,000.00            5,154.00  
Monteverde 
School     

                             
-                  324.00  
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Outreach 
Committee 

                   
25.00  

                   
25.00  

                
200.00                200.00  

Peace & Human 
Relations 

                
400.00  

                
400.00  

                             
-                               -    

Printing 
            

1,500.00  
            

1,776.66  
            

1,200.00                982.42  

Property Trustees 
                             

-    
                             

-           1,000.00            1,000.00  

RSWR 
                

250.00  
                

250.00  
                

200.00                200.00  

Travel Fund 
            

2,500.00  
            

2,500.00  
            

2,000.00            2,000.00  

Treasurer Expense 
                             

-    
                             

-    
                

150.00                   38.54  

Walton Home 
         

10,000.00  
         

10,000.00  
         

10,000.00         10,000.00  

Water 
                

250.00  
                

141.00  
                

250.00                216.61  

WFCF 
                   

25.00  
                   

25.00  
                   

25.00                   25.00  
Total 
Disbursements  $22,275.00  $21,402.22  $23,500.00      24,117.63  

 

 Revenue vs Disbursements (730.63) 

 
1. The Historical Committee is authorized to draw up to $2,500 from 

the Chester E. Hartley Fund for painting needs.  (They did not draw 
on any of these funds) 

 
2. The primary contributor to the budget shortfall is the property 

insurance. 
 

3. The individual Monteverde contributions are included in Other 
Donations. We do not budget for this on the Expense side. 

 
4. FWCC Capital Campaign line is first of 5 yearly payments approved 

in 2023. 
 

5. Reminder: Treasurer has standing authority to draw up to $5,000 
from General funds with Fiduciary Trustees, for general OYM 
expenses. 

 

Monthly Meeting 
Contributions  

Checking Account 
Balance 6/30/2024 $ 19064.54 

2020  $  21,115.00   

2021  $  17,800.00    

Property 
Trustees $ 1,990.26 
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2022  $  20,070.00    

OYM General 
Funds $ 17,074.28  

2023  $  19,167.50      

2024  $  22,453.00      

      

Investments with OYM Fiduciary Trustees 

   6/30/2023 6/30/2024* 7/1/2024 

*The interest 
generated 
over the past 
fiscal year is 
credited 
effective 
7/1/24  

Chester E Hartley 
Maintenance  $18,544.16   $19,564.08   $20,737.93  

General Funds  $77,742.69   $ 84,014.61   $ 88,991.38  
Sale of Property to 
OFS  $78,403.13   $82,715.30   $  87,678.22  
Legal Services 
Contingency Fund  $25,355.20   $26,749.74   $ 8,354.73  

     $200,045.18  $213,043.73   $ 225,762.26  

      

Physical Assets of Ohio Yearly Meeting   
Walton Retirement 
Home and 
Campus Managed by WRH Board   
Friends Center and 
garage 

Managed by Friends Center 
Committee 

Plummer House 
Managed by Plummer 
House Committee 

248 acres of 
farmland      

Taber farmhouse     
Freestall barn & 
hay storage 
building 

Leased to Olney Friends 
School   

Machinery shop & 
shed     
2,000 bushel corn 
crib     
1 non-producing 
gas well       

      

 Beverly Kirk Shull, Treasurer   

 Robert Becerra, Assistant Treasurer   

   7/19/2024    
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Audit and Budget Committee 
Wil Brant and Marie Bundy were appointed to serve on the Audit 

and Budget Committee.  They will join Constance Bair-Thompson 

and David F. Eley to audit our books and propose a budget.  Their 

report is expected at our concluding session. 

Oversight of the Monte Verde School Fund 

Lori Cabirac and Marie Bundy have agreed to oversee Monte 

Verde contributions during our sessions this year.  We thank them 

for their commitment. 

Trustees of Ohio Yearly Meeting Property 

We heard a report from our property trustees.   We appreciate 

the work they continue to do on our behalf.  We happily accept 

their report.    

    OYM Property Trustees 
     We continue to experience Divine Leading in what we do as 

a committee.  We are grateful for the funding that is available 

for this work. 

Our committee numbers are probably okay. We certainly feel 

free to call on others as is necessary. 

There was not much activity this year 

Tree removal and stump grinding at the Morlan.  

Damage to corner of brick garage at the Morlan caused 

by an errant car. Payment from the car's insurance 

company completely paid for a very good repair job. 

Projects coming up: 

Covering woodwork on meeting house gables and 

eaves with a suitable long-lasting material.  We are 
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seeking bid proposals from two companies we have 

worked with in the past. 

 We are looking into light filtering roller shades for the 

west and south windows in the main meeting room. 

They will cut the glare from direct sun but will still let in 

light and will effectively mask the shutters which are 

about impossible to paint.  It will take ten 4'x8' 

shades.  They would be similar to the shades in the 

back of the small meeting room. 

There are some other smaller ongoing projects. 

We are asking for an allocation of $1500.00 this year. 

For the committee,  Robert Rockwell 

Finances of property trustees 

6/30/2023  starting balance $2,949.67 
11/12/2023  OYM allocation 1,000.00 
2/26/2024  Liberty Mutual Insurance  $6,806.30 

Total $10,755.97 
Expenses  
8/7/2023 First Choice Fire 

Extinguisher Sales & Service 
 $ 588.03 

11/6/2023  

LaRoche Tree Service (tree 

removal and stump grinding) 

1,479.00 

11/12/2023 Garage door springs  198.68 
5/5/2024 Garage wall repair 6,500.00 

Total expenses $8765.71 
Balance 7/14/2024 $1,990.26 

     

 

Representative Meeting 

We heard a report from Representative Meeting, explaining the 

actions they have taken as they represented us this year.  We 

note that in addition to Wollmer Uzcatequi’s work, Martha Wilber 
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and Ken Jacobsen were involved in reviewing and revising the 

translation of our Discipline into Spanish. 

The Yearly Meeting appreciated their work and approved the 

actions they took on our behalf this year.  

Report of the Representative 
Meeting to the Ohio Yearly Meeting 

of Friends 2024 
 
It has been my privilege to serve as Representative Clerk 
this past year and I would like to thank everyone for their 
encouragement, especially Janet Hammer who has 
provided invaluable support to me as Assistant Clerk.  I 
am unable to attend Yearly Meeting with you this week as 
I am currently in S. Africa along with Eileen Kinch, 
attending the FWCC gathering.  
 
In the past year several matters of importance came 
before us. 
 
A Special Called meeting considered and approved two (in 
person) nominees, namely Sarah Parsons and Eileen 
Kinch, to the FWCC World Gathering in South Africa, 
Eighth month 5-12, 2024.   
 
During our Fall 2023 session at Chestnut Ridge Meeting 
House, the meeting  was excited to approve the 
translation of our 2022 Book of Discipline into Spanish by 
Wollmer Uzcatequi, and for it to be posted on the Yearly 
Meeting website, with the stipulation that the same 
protections should apply to the Spanish version that 
currently apply to our Book of Discipline posted on-line. 
The Ad Hoc committee was laid down; this action may 
require Yearly Meeting Approval? We are most 
appreciative of all who labored in bringing this noble work 
to completion. 
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We appreciated a report, and the wonderful photos shared 
from the 2023 Celebration of Friendship Day, which we felt 
deserved a wider sharing with each Monthly Meeting and 
a posting on Ohio Yearly Meeting website. We are grateful 
to all who volunteered their time, talents, and labor to bring 
this event to fruition. 
 
The meeting heard a letter from Dave Warrington, 
President, Fiduciary Trustees of Ohio Yearly Meeting of 
Friends, sharing a concern regarding the matter of leasing 
the gas and oil mineral rights for Ohio Yearly Meeting 
properties, and the meeting felt it appropriate for Ohio 
Yearly Meeting to undertake a new effort of discernment 
on this topic and recommended a Called meeting be 
scheduled to determine next steps. 
 
Printed copies of the 2023 Minutes book were made 
available for members to take back to their Monthly 
Meetings. 
 
During the Spring (2024) session at Salem meeting house, 
the meeting was pleased to approve, and instructed the 
clerk to duly endorse the following travel minutes: 
 
A joint travel minute for David Johnson, “a full member of 
Queensland Meeting and an affiliate member of 
Marlborough Meeting, as he travels in the United States 
sharing the vision and wisdom of early Friends.” 
 
Two travel minutes from our Friend, John Edminster, as 
he attends North Carolina Yearly Meeting and Iowa Yearly 
Meeting. 
 
The meeting also approved a request from Tom Roberts 
seeking approval on two letters of Introduction as he 
accompanies John Edminster on his travels; they were 
also duly endorsed. 
 
We heard a request from the Agenda Committee seeking 
guidance concerning various aspects of background 
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checks for those working with our youth and young 
children. The meeting approved the appointment of 
Friends to an “Ad Hoc committee on Safety and 
Background Checks”. The said committee will report back 
to Ohio Yearly Meeting in Eighth month with their 
recommendations.  
 
One friend offered a query on our personal use and 
consumption of natural resources. 
 
On behalf of the Representative Meeting, 
 
Sarah Parsons  
Janet Hammer  
Clerks 

Custodians of Records report 

We heard a report from the Custodians of Records.  It was good to 

hear from them.  We appreciated their report and approved of 

the funds they requested.  

Custodians of Records in OYM Vault 

8th Month 2024 

The OYM records held in the vault in the lower hall at 

Olney Friends School have been reviewed by some on this 

committee at different times over the last couple of years. 

They have been reported to be in fair order by those who 

have been into the vault. Much has been done in years past 

to organize and label the records in this space and more 

can be done moving forward.  

The Flushing and Short Creek birth, death and membership 

records and monthly meeting minutes now on microfilm 

can be placed in the Barnesville Hutton Memorial Library 

genealogy archives with the yearly meeting’s permission. 

The original records are back in the vault where they will 

be placed in labeled storage boxes similar to those from the 

Ohio Historical Society. We are pleased to note the 
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updated 4-drawer filing cabinet housing the Fiduciary 

Trustees’ documents including deeds, bequests, financial 

records and property maps.  

We are concerned about the preservation of some of the 

older papers and valuable books in our care. The vault has 

no humidity controls and acid-free storage containers are 

not being used. It seems unlikely that fire or water would 

be able to penetrate the walls, floor or ceiling, but those 

also are risks to our treasures. Most of the storage boxes 

are housed on metal shelves and off the floor, but an 

additional metal shelving unit would be useful. One of the 

existing shelving units needs repair. We also are looking 

for a smaller table to replace the current table that is too 

large for such a small space and a chair. Perhaps some of 

these pieces of equipment can be located through Friends 

and a couple of shelving units could be fixed and or 

purchased. We request funds of $300.00 to use according 

to the necessity of storing and working in the vault with the 

archiving of documents.  

Constance Bair-Thompson is interested in helping the 

Custodians as we categorize and reorganize these records. 

She would be a welcome addition to our committee as way 

opens.  

Seth Hinshaw  

Beverly Shull  

Kim Newlin 

Epistle from North Carolina Yearly Meeting, 

Conservative 

We heard an Epistle from North Carolina Yearly Meeting 

Conservative.  We are always grateful to hear from these like-

minded Friends and are glad that our connections with them 

remain strong. 
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North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative) PO Box 4591, 
Greensboro, NC 27404 ncymc.clerks@gmail.com 

To Friends at Ohio Yearly Meeting 

Greetings! We joyfully gathered together from the 10th to the 
14th of Seventh Month, 2024 for our 327th annual session 
during the hot days of midsummer on the campus of Guilford 
College, built on land previously cared for and claimed, at 
various times, by the Keyauwee, Saura, and Saponi Peoples. 
We were accompanied by several cherished Friends online as 
well. 

We received and welcomed Friends David Eley, Tom Roberts, 
Brad Jackson, Kent Palmer and David Johnson with us in 
person, and John Jeremiah Edminster and Constance Bair 
Thompson online.  We valued their presence greatly.  We are 
grateful for the continued visitation between our yearly 
meetings and feel a special connection with Ohio Friends 
arising from our shared faith and practices and the travel of 
Friends among us.  If in accordance with Divine will, we 
anticipate Nancy Craft from our meeting will be present when 
you meet during Eighth Month. 

It is good to share with you how the Spirit is working among us. 
We have considered the role of outreach, and heard from 
visitors that we have something to share. However, as a body 
we are not always clear on how to do that. Perhaps this was 
evidenced by an initial hesitance of Friends to step forward to 
write this epistle. But we continue this practice both because 
we very much want to share the life of our Meeting with you, 
and because we appreciate the historical importance of 
epistles in the life of Friends: this is an important way for later 
generations to know about our experiences and concerns. 

Our theme this year was "Kinship with All Creation." In a 

variety of ways, we have explored how God is manifest in the 

natural world, and what is our proper relationship with that 

world. Marguerite Dingman led our Bible class. She traced the 

traditional Western attitude that nature exists merely for 



22 

human exploitation and destruction back to the creation story 

in Genesis in which Adam and Eve were given dominion over 

the plants, animals and earth — even though other, more 

positive attitudes can also be seen in Genesis, Job, and other 

scriptures. She also pointed out the ways in which earthly 

powers and interests influenced even choices in Biblical 

translation (for example, translating logos as "the Word" rather 

than "the Conversation") in ways that shut us off from 

understanding God as manifest in our relationships with others 

and with the natural world. But early Friends felt they had 

discovered a way back to the Garden in which all is one. 

In keeping with our theme, our plenary talk on Sixth Day 
evening was given by Dr. Randy Woodley, a Native American 
thinker and leader in the fields of Indigenous and Intercultural 
Studies, Ecology, Spirituality, Race, Theology and Mission. Dr. 
Woodley shared with us his experience as an Indigenous 
theologian who does not consider himself a Christian, even 
though he feels he is a follower of Jesus. He emphasized that 
belief as an abstract thing — as a notion separated from 
practice — is empty, and no basis for true religion. He has lived 
and researched Indigenous cultural and spiritual practices, and 
finds in them a tendency to — in different ways — seek 
harmony and balance both among humans, and between 
humans and the natural world. Through numerous stories and 
reflections, he shared with us how Indigenous practices helped 
him see the importance of listening to others, respecting their 
stories, valuing community and seeing oneself as part of 
Creation. 

We had two other evening sessions. In further keeping with our 
theme of "Kinship with All Creation," Darlene Stanley and Nan 
Bowles led "Encountering the Sacred in Nature," a time 
focused on encountering the Divine in nature, and how being in 
nature has healed and taught us. Friends shared many stories 
of their experiences of these encounters. Michael Misenheimer 
& Susan Wilson led a worship sharing on "Do Quakers Still 
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Quake?" We had a rich experience of listening to one another 
and giving voice to the inward motions of feeling and sensation 
we experience when the Spirit is prompting us. We also 
enjoyed afternoon sessions on "Early Quaker Spirituality," led 
by David Johnson, and on a new program of the School of the 
Spirit, "God's Promise Fulfilled: Embodying and Encountering 
Grace in the Shadow of Empire," led by Joann Neuroth. 

We were joined by visitors from many monthly and yearly 
meetings, some as far away as Australia. Their presence 
enriched our sessions greatly. 

As is our practice, each business session grew out of, and 

closed with, waiting worship. During business sessions, Emma 

Condori from Holiness Friends Yearly Meeting in Bolivia spoke 

about her concern for the indigenous people in Bolivia and 

how they have been affected by climate change, especially 

lately through drought. Guilford College president Kyle 

Farmbry shared with us that, while they are facing the same 

problems faced by all small colleges recently, enrollments are 

up for the past couple of years. As always, monthly meeting 

State of the Meeting reports were read in the face of the 

Meeting, as were the monthly meeting responses to the 

relatively new queries we adopted recently. In this way, we 

share the condition and concerns of each monthly meeting, so 

that we can each serve as a source of support and 

accountability for one another. 

These days we have had together — learning, sharing, doing 
business and simply being in each other's presence — have 
been precious. We were further delighted by the presence of 
children and youth of all ages. Their program included a tour of 
a local history museum, swimming, bowling and simply hanging 
out and playing games.  They joined the adults for some 
activities as well. 
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Our time at annual sessions has been not only useful, but 
centering and restorative. We welcome you to join us at our 
sessions in 2025 if way opens. 

On behalf of North Carolina Yearly Meeting Conservative, 

 
     Michelle Downey, Clerk 

With our scheduled business concluded, we took a brief moment 

to worship in silence.  In that silence we realized what a blessing it 

is to have visitors among us.   We asked the Lord to bless and 

protect them in their travels.  We paused in our work, planning to 

resume the next morning.       

Fourth Day, Morning Session, 8/7 

Unless the Lord builds the house, 

    those who build it labor in vain. 

Unless the Lord watches over the city, 

    the watchman stays awake in vain. 

It is in vain that you rise up early 

    and go late to rest, 

eating the bread of anxious toil; 

    for it is He that gives his beloved sleep. 

Psalm 127: 1-2 

We were reminded that we are the light of the world, a star in the 

night and a city on the hill.  We were urged not to cover our light 

and shine where we are.  But we also were reminded that Jesus 

Christ is the light of the world.   That God gave His only son so that 

He can be with us.  Those that commeth to Him are enlightened, 

led, and cleansed.  We have experienced His heavenly water pour 

out on us.  
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We read a communication from Eileen Kinch attending FWCC in 

South Africa.  

Nancy Craft’s  letter of introduction was not available yesterday.  

We were pleased to read it this morning.  The Clerk was directed 

to endorse it.  

It was good to have Marten Marginlentz from Michigan with us in 

the Meetinghouse.  

We welcomed the following visitors online. 

Patricia Dallman from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

chaddo from Ontario, Canada. 

Wollmer Uzcategui from Venezuela. 

Shannon Brown from Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

Jack Lee from Pacific Coast, North California. 

 

We were glad for visiting friends and the communication from 

Eileen Kinch 

Query Summaries 

We reviewed summaries for the fourth, fifth and sixth queries. 

Fourth Query: Believing our bodies to be the 

temple of God, are we concerned to attain a high 

level of physical and mental health?  To this end 

are our lives examples of temperance in all things?  

Do we avoid and discourage the use and handling 

of intoxicants, tobacco, and improper use of drugs? 

YM Summary: We understand that our bodies are not our own.  

They are Christ’s temple.  He lives within us.   

All are concerned with physical and mental health.  This becomes 

more of a challenge as we grow older, and our bodies can no 

longer be left to take care of themselves.  Some experience a 
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range of health problems and have plans to address them.  We 

strive towards our goals with medical or other help, remembering 

that Christ is ultimately the source of all effective support. 

We have discovered that intemperance comes in many forms, 

including news, electronic media, holiday foods, improper use of 

prescription drugs and supplements,  obsession with both physical 

fitness and outward appearances.  By turning away from these 

things, we can make room for joy in our lives, for healthy 

relationships, positive outlooks, to be new creatures in Christ. 

With very few exceptions, we do not partake in intoxicants or 

tobacco.  There are no reports or evidence of recreational drug 

use among us.  We are concerned that the world continues to 

encourage intemperance as alcohol becomes more widely 

available and marijuana is legalized. 

Fifth Query: Are we sensitive to the needs of those 

around us who may be in less fortunate 

circumstances?  Do we prayerfully consider how 

we can share one another's burdens when the 

need arises?  Do we counsel lovingly and 

prayerfully with those members whose actions in 

any phase of life give us grounds for concern? 

YM Summary:  Recognizing that we are blessed in our lives 

helps us to be sensitive to the needs of those around us near and 

far.  The manifestation of our sensitivity is apparent in the works 

of our Meetings and individual Friends.   Refugees from war have 

been supported, small food pantries established, homeless 

helped, families reconciled, elderly visited, financial support 

provided, food distribution assisted, and a children’s camp run.   

Even so, we are aware that when we are not in direct contact with 

people, it is easy to be insensitive to their situations.   We may fall 

short but remember that God is always there to help.   In our 
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prayers, we ask to be shown how to share burdens and continue 

to listen for ways to do so.   We have learned how prayer 

facilitates our love for others and teaches us something about 

God’s love. 

Some of us have felt inadequate to counsel others and there is a 

tendency to be private about our own burdens.  There are times 

when we have concern for others whose words or actions upset 

us.  We seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit to respond with love 

and appropriate words.  Before we labor and lovingly counsel 

someone whose actions concern us, we should always wait to feel 

our Lord's hand on us, with the love of Christ in our hearts--not 

judge or act in our own negative emotions. 

Sixth Query: Do we live in the life and power which 
takes away the occasion of all wars?  Do we, on 
Christian principles, refuse to participate in or to 
cooperate with the military effort?  Do we work 
actively for peace and the removal of the causes of 
war?  Do we endeavor to cultivate goodwill, 
mutual understanding, and equal opportunities for 
all people? 

YM Summary:  We continue to strive for the life and power 

which takes away the occasion of all wars.  When we succeed, we 

find ourselves disassociating from our own ego and are challenged 

to fully live and love as Christ does.   

We do not directly participate in the war system, but are aware 

that paying taxes implies passive involvement.   We are troubled 

that our taxes are currently being used by the United States to 

maintain wars in distant lands.  There is also concern about 

friends or relatives whose jobs are connected with defense 

industries.  We find a need to guide our grandchildren away from 

a militaristic media. 
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A very few have past involvement in the military.  One Friend in 

particular contrasts this history with subsequent efforts as a 

Christian to engage in peace.  A small number feel that they are 

not currently involved in peace work, but a good many are deeply 

involved.  Some support Quaker organizations that lobby on 

behalf of peaceful resolutions and for just sharing of world 

resources.  Others of us work with troubled and underprivileged 

young people in various ways.  Some have made a record of their 

peace convictions and opposition to war.  At least one Friend is 

working to improve the environment and infrastructure in the 

local community.  All of us seek peace in our interactions with 

others and support and spread the gospel of peace in our daily 

lives.  We strive to listen to all voices including those of indigenous 

people and include their insights and concerns in our activities.   

We seek to diffuse and mediate conflict, and accept the sincerity 

of opposing viewpoints.  We desire to walk in His light in order 

that we may speak to the needs of others. 

Membership Report 

We heard a report from the Recorder.   There was one question 

regarding the potential omission of a Friend’s death.   We asked 

the recorder to look into this and adjust the report before the 

printing of the minutes if needed.   We recognized and 

appreciated the hard work that goes into this report. 

Membership Report for OYM 2024  

Total Membership, Seventh Month First, 
2023 

(last 
year) 404 

Gains:    

 Births or Adoptions  0 

 Certificates Received  0 

 Requests  7 

      Total Gains  7 

Losses    
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Deaths 6  

Certificates transferred 0  

by request 0  

Membership discontinued 2  

 Total Losses                                                               8 

Net gain /loss for year                                                   -1 

    
Total Membership as of Seventh Month 

First 2024 
(this 
year)          403 

    

 Full Members 262  

 

Affiliate Members 102  
Affiliate Associate Members 2  
Associate Members 19  
Sojouring Members 0  
Waiting 18  

 403 

Membership Summary (Including 

Associate Members)   

 

Membership under 5 years 1  
Membership 5 to 18 years 11  
Membership 18 and older 391  

 

Total 
(same as 

above) 403 

    
School Report (Members attending 

schools)   

 

Attending Pre-school 0  

Attending Friends School 2  

Brooklyn Friends School (1)    

New Garden Friends School (1)    

Attending Public Schools 10  

Attending Private Schools 0  

Attending Home School 0  
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Attending College 4  

Total: 16 

 

Weddings 

1 Number of weddings under the care of this Monthly 

Meeting 0 

2 Number of Members married this year under the care of 

Friends 0 

3 Number of Members married this year NOT under the 

care of Friends 0 

Total Friends married 
0 

 

GAINS  
Births and 
Adoptions  

 None 
Certificates 

Received                 

 None 

Requests                                       

9/21/2023 Brad Jackson Chestnut Ridge MM 

10/22/2023 Wollmer Uzcategui Stillwater MM 

12/3/2023 Evan Knappenberger Rockingham MM 

12/3/2023 Andrea Early Rockingham MM 

2/17/2024 David Morrison Keystone Fellowship MM 

6/9/2024 Brenda Burlingame Middleton MM 

6/9/2024 
Nichole Burlingame 
Joachin Middleton MM 

   

 

LOSSES   

Deaths   

9/18/2020 Carl Feitler Middleton MM 
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7/19/2023 Suzie McCoy 
Salem Upper 
Springfield MM 

8/13/2023 
Elizabeth Eunice 
Edminster Stillwater MM 

11/20/2023 Wilma Crawford Marlborough MM 

12/10/2023 Richard Wetzel Chesterfield MM 

1/24/2024 Bernice (Gidley) Bell Chestnut Ridge MM 

   

By Request   

 None  
Discontinued                                  

9/3/2023 Daria Petrov Rockingham MM 

09/03/2023 Arina Petrov Rockingham MM 

 

Names of those Married  

 None 

Names of Ministers Recorded this Year  

 None 

Names of Elders Recorded this Year  

 None 

Names of Overseers Recorded this Year  

 None 

 

Names of Ministers  
Seth B. Hinshaw Marlborough MM 

David F. Eley Keystone Fellowship MM 

Charles C. Thomas Jr. Marlborough MM 

John C Smith Rockingham MM 

Nancy A. Hawkins Middleton MM 

Conrad Lindes Salem Upper Springfield MM 

Winifred E. Stratton 
Salem Upper Springfield/ 
Sojourning Stillwater MM 

Burton Doudna Chestnut Ridge MM 

John Benson Stillwater MM 

Robert Wilber Stillwater MM 

David Male Stillwater MM 
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Names of Elders  
David F. Eley Keystone Fellowship MM 

Michael R. Kinch Keystone Fellowship MM 

Bridget Casterline Marlborough MM 

Susan S. Smith Rockingham MM 

Sharon A. Helms Crossroads MM 

Lois G. Edgerton Middleton MM 

Mary Alice Pino Middleton MM 

Rebecca J. Hawkins Middleton MM 

Nelda J. Hawkins Salem Upper Springfield MM 

Robert Rothwell Chesterfield MM 

Kathleen Kovalick Chestnut Ridge MM 

Evelyn Groves Chestnut Ridge MM 

Earl Smith Stillwater MM 

Frances Taber Stillwater MM 

Richard Simon Stillwater MM 

Kenneth Jacobsen Stillwater MM 

Sylvia Thomas Stillwater MM 

  
Names of Overseers  
David W. Casterline Rockingham MM 

Penny L. Thomas Marlborough MM 

Sharon A. Helms Crossroads MM 

Verna H. Cope Middleton MM 

Dorothy Pearle 
Burlingame Middleton MM 

Eunice M. Burkey Salem Upper Springfield MM 

Christopher R. Bender Salem Upper Springfield MM 

Elvina Krekler Salem Upper Springfield MM 

Diane Reynolds Stillwater MM 

Karen Walsh  Stillwater MM 

Marie Bundy Stillwater MM 

  
Names of Clerks  
Eileen R. Kinch Keystone Fellowship MM 

Bridget Casterline Marlborough MM 

David M. Casterline 
Co-clerk Rockingham MM 

Kent Palmer Co-clerk Rockingham MM 
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Sharon A. Helms Crossroads MM 

Mary Alice Pino Middleton MM 

Carey L. Newlin Salem Upper Springfield MM 

Robert J. Rothwell Chesterfield MM 

Burton Doudna Chestnut Ridge MM 

Carolyn McGinnis Chestnut Ridge MM 

 (Reading Clerk) 

Thomas Rockwell Stillwater MM 

Leonard Guindon Stillwater MM 

 (Reading Clerk) 

  
Names of Recorders  
Michael R. Kinch Keystone Fellowship MM 

Penny L. Thomas Marlborough MM 

David W. Casterline Rockingham MM 

Sharon A. Helms Crossroads MM 

Nancy A. & Rebecca J. 
Hawkins Middleton MM 

Lola J. Toot Salem Upper Springfield MM 

Robert Rothwell Chesterfield MM 

Kathleen Kovalick Chestnut Ridge MM 

Roseanna Rockwell 
Wilkinson Stillwater MM 

 

Peace and Human Relations Report 

We read and appreciated The Peace Committee’s report. They 

touched on many important issues.   There was an 

encouragement for the Audit and Budget to look favorably on 

their budget request. 

Peace & Human Relations Committee Report  

8/2023 — 8/2024 

 Everyone, members and visitors, is invited to attend Peace 

Committee Open Discussions on Zoom, usually twice per 

month. The increased sharing with community members 

near and far, 37 participants over the past year, has been a 
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great benefit to Peace and Human Relations Committee's 

work.  

For most of the year we have continued our commitment 

to understanding more about the Indian Boarding School 

history and to learn how to have better relations with 

Indigenous people today.  

"The problem isn't Boarding Schools or teaching English, 

what's wrong is forced assimilation". Paula Palmer of 

Friends Peace Teams, and Gail Melix joined our zoom 

discussions and shared their experiences and possible 

recommendations. With their input, we suggest some 

courses of action:  

First, Native Americans are conducting their own healing 

of traumatic memories and recovering of their true history. 

Friends can support them by asking Congress to pass the 

Federal Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding 

Schools at www.fcnl.org/issues/native-americans.  

Second, continue our reading / research of Ohio Yearly 

Meeting's involvement with Indian Schools. When we learn 

history and find documents, offer to share them with – or 

return them to – the tribes that were part of the history. 

We plan to invite other Friends who are researching 

Tunesassa and other Friends Indian Schools to speak to us.  

Third, financially support Indigenous language programs. 

Learn about Language Education & Cultural Revitalization 

for tribes in our areas. In Ohio, Miami University has 

studies in Miami language and culture.  
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Fourth, read statements of apology other meetings have 

made and see if we are led to our own.  

And finally, learn — attend public Native cultural events, 

visit a Native history museum, read Native American 

writings and journalism, attend online webinars. Read 

statements by other meetings and visit other yearly 

meeting sessions on boarding School Healing. Peace 

Committee members have attended and reported to each 

other on a variety of such activities. We hope to share with 

the wider community through:     

• Arranging Speakers for webinars or a One Day 

Retreat at Friends Center  

• Starting a Peace & Human Relations "Circular"  

• Traveling Visits to monthly meetings for 

Presentation & Discussion of this and other issues  

— We hope to hear feedback from meetings and 

individuals about whether you would welcome and attend 

such endeavors!  

Historical truth, and healing of relations between Friends 

and Native Americans was an urgent concern for our dear 

Friend, Richard Wetzel. After more than 25 years of service 

in Peace and Human Relations Committee, Richard passed 

away Twelfth Month 2023. We miss his patient, constant 

spirit, and feel he would encourage us in digging into the 

connections between the challenges that face us; the 

seeds of war in history and culture, and how they are 

borne out in the way people treat each other, and the 
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Earth.  Madeleine Vaché, a faithful attender, consented to 

join the committee to fill out Richard's term.  

In 2024 our focus has shifted to include an opportunity for 

listening deeply to each other, as well as to God, on the 

questions of fracking and our broader concern for God's 

creation, the environment and future generations.    

We felt led that our online format could be a sacred space 

of trust, where we can hear one another without judging, 

benefit from the range of experience and feelings in our 

community, and support each other in genuine seeking. 

When forward motion is stuck because of obstacles we 

meet; listening within - and also to each other - opens us 

to new paths the Light is creating.  

In this experiment of listening and discussion, it has been 

precious to hear from many Friends including some who 

live at a distance, feel unheard, or are no longer active. 

May we all feel a renewed commitment to cherish every 

member, every voice and message, however humble or 

hesitant. When we lovingly attend on one another, divine 

wisdom will not fail to lead us.  

Some of the things we have heard include:  

Friends feel a deep and strong environmental concern. We 

long for a witness that combines our spiritual center with 

care for our earthly home. Hope would be nourished by 

positive action, but truthfully facing our condition and our 

hopes and fears together is a necessary first step. It is 

difficult to sift information, and often it seems that 

controversy arises where there is simply lack of knowledge.  
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We ask, would a query on how we love God's creation, 

live gently on this earth and care for future 

generations, help Friends to hear our spiritual Guide, to 

search within, have community dialogue, and be 

encouraged in our own steps?  

Together committee members and regular attenders 

considered the query whether Peace and Human Relations 

Committee should continue our current practice of bi-

monthly Zoom Open Discussions to which all are invited. 

One Friend expressed feeling that the Spirit has more work 

for us to do in this, which spoke for all present.   

For Peace and Human Relations Committee,   

Sylvia Thomas, Bob & Kathleen Rothwell, David Nagle, Earl 

Smith, Madeleine Vaché, Karen Walsh  

 Budget for 2023   $200 

Donations: Sandy Hook Promise Gun Violence 

Prevention 

$100 

UNICEF   $100 

Suggested Budget for 2024  

It is hard to estimate the budget needs that may arise in 

projects we are just envisioning. Perhaps it is well to have a 

minimal request for startup supplies. After we have made a 

start, if more funds are needed perhaps, they can be 

requested through Representative Meeting.  
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Suggested amount for printing & mailing 

supplies, communications: 

$100 

Possible Budget for causes such as world food 

aid   

$400 

Charities we are drawn to consider for discernment may 

include: Doctors without Borders, Quaker Earthcare 

Witness, World Central Kitchen, Oxfam International, 

UNICEF  

Peace Committee seeks Friends' insight on how to handle 

charitable donations. Is it helpful to have Peace Committee 

determine reliable charities, and emergencies to which 

Friends might well wish to respond? Is it better for Peace 

Committee to handle donations; or to forward information 

about opportunities to give, to monthly meetings to discern? 

— or both?  

FWCC Representatives 
Our representatives to FWCC presented a report.   The report and 

the work done by FWCC was  appreciated.   We accepted their 

report with some minor corrections.  

 FWCC OYM 2024 report 
OYM members are active on the FWCC committee. 

Sarah Parsons and Eileen Kinch are attending the World 
Gathering this August in South Africa as an OYM representative. 
David is discerning whether to attend by Zoom. 

Diane Reynolds attended by Zoom the daylong March 16th 
2024 FWCC Americas section meeting, called Living the Spirit of 
Ubuntu and also inspired “We are the body of Christ and 
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individually members one of another,” by Romans 12: 4-5 and 
“Love your neighbor as yourself,” Matthew 2:39.  This event 
featured reports from the FWCC finance and nominating 
committees, appreciation for the work of FWCC Americas 
Executive Secretary Robin Mohr, who is stepping down,  and 
music performed by groups from various member nations, 
including Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Bolivia.  It was a spiritually 
uplifting and often Christ-centered experience. 

As a result of the meeting, Diane Reynolds reconnected with 
Quaker Julia Pantoga to attend Britain Yearly Meeting from July 
26-30, 2024. Reynolds received a letter of introduction from 
Stillwater Meeting, extending OYM outreach. 

David Male accepted a call to continue being a member of the 
FWCC committee. People have expressed appreciation of David 
Male’s conversations within FWCC. 

FWCC World Quaker day is held on the first First-day in October 
every year. This year it will fall on October 6th. Friends are 
encouraged to participate by praying for and acknowledging the 
diversity of Quakerism around the globe. Suggestions for WQD 
activities can be found on the World Quaker Day website. This 
might be especially meaningful to OYM as we extend our 
Spanish speaking ministry as well as outreach via Zoom to 
people in countries around the world, and they to us.   

The next Section of Americas annual meeting will take place 
from March 20-24, in Phoenix, Arizona and online. 

FWCC ties OYM together with other branches of Quakerism and 
our voice there is  important.  

FCNL Representatives Report 
The FCNL Representative’s report was read, and appreciation 

offered.   Concern was expressed on FCNL’s statement on 

equitable access to abortion.  It seems that this may not well  

represent the broad spectrum of Friends perspectives, even 
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within our own  Yearly Meeting.  We hope that our 

representatives will urge FCNL to look within for direction for 

rightly ordered policies.   They might wish to reexamine the many 

voices on this matter.   

2024 Report from the Representatives to Friends 

Committee on National Legislation 

Earl Smith, Tom Roberts, Sylvia Thomas and Fred Moore 

traveled to DC on 11/20/ 2023 to attend the FCNL Quaker 

Public Policy Institute and Annual Meeting. 

Several members of the FCNL staff have expressed how 

much they value the presence of Ohio Yearly Meeting 

Friends at our Annual Meetings along with their hopes that 

our relationship will continue. 

During the Public Policy Institute, we, along with hundreds 

of other Friends and advocates, spoke to the majority of 

House and Senate staff members about maintaining the 

budget levels for critical Peace building programs in the 

State Department budget.  We had the privilege of hearing 

from local leaders of several communities in South Asian 

countries who benefited from conflict prevention and 

healing enabled by the Complex Crisis Fund, the Elie 

Wiesel Genocide and Atrocity Prevention Act, and the 

Reconciliation Programs. 

In 2023, the FCNL Policy Committee invited Friends to 

engage their meeting or church in worship and 

discernment concerning the Supreme Court’s ruling in 

Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization that 

overturned Roe v. Wade. This was the first step in the 

process for amending the policy statement “The World We 

Seek”.  The Policy Committee received more than 300 

responses, which guided the Policy Committee as they 

developed a recommendation.  
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During the 2024 Annual meeting there were listening 

sessions and discernment meetings in addition to the 

meetings for business to discuss the proposed policy on 

abortion. Friends shared deeply on this intimate and often 

pain-filled subject, and we held each other in prayer as we 

listened. Ultimately, a statement was approved for 

inclusion in the policy statement, “A World We Seek”, 

which can be read at the end of this report*.  

This policy names differences among Quakers, supports 

individual choice and equitable access for healthcare 

decisions, recognizes the sanctity of human life, and 

opposes the criminalization of abortion services. Having a 

policy creates necessary framing language to allow FCNL 

and advocates to enter conversation with Congress, but 

does not stipulate what we should say. In advocacy visits 

under the umbrella of FCNL, advocates are always 

encouraged to speak our own conscience and witness as 

we are led. 

During Spring Lobby weekend 2024, more than 300 young 

adults from 30 states and territories made more than 100 

visits to Congressional offices in support of the bipartisan 

Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School 

Policies Act (S. 1723; H.R. 7227). They spent their first two 

days learning about the issue, the need for the truth, 

healing, and justice proposed by the bill, and how to 

effectively advocate on behalf of their priorities. For many 

it was their first visit to Capitol Hill. The FCNL staff were 

honored to work with The National Native American 

Boarding School Healing Coalition (NABS), the National 

Congress of American Indians, plus several Native-led 

organizations and communities, as well as faith groups 

during the conference. The result was immediate co-

sponsorship of the bill. 
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FCNL has 135 Advocacy Teams in 48 States who visit their 

senators and representatives in state offices several times 

per year. As members of the Central Ohio Advocacy Team, 

Sylvia, Fred and Earl have spoken to the Ohio staff of 

Senators Brown and Vance, to Representatives Beatty and 

Carey, about reducing military spending by eliminating 

unfunded priorities lists.  

It is intimidating to speak up on issues that are deeply 

concerning and also controversial, to people in positions 

of political power. Confirming experiences lead us to 

continue this witness; as we work together with our fellow 

constituents to discern how each will convey our message; 

when we meet with one or two staffers in a congressional 

office and find ourselves drawn together and respecting 

each other's humanity; and when we are able to open 

difficult matters to them by speaking to the Light within. 

Always, we pray to meet and speak under the covering 

guidance and love of Christ. 

  

*Amended 2024 Policy: 

III.2.7. Reproductive health and abortion.  Quakers 

recognize that human life is sacred, and that Spirit can 

guide us individually and collectively. Based on these 

beliefs, members of the Religious Society of Friends have 

come to different conclusions regarding abortion. FCNL 

supports individual discernment in a spirit of love and 

truth in making reproductive healthcare decisions, as we 

do in other areas of conscientious moral choice. 

Government must ensure that people have the legal right 

to make these decisions. We oppose the criminalization of 

people seeking, undergoing, or involved in abortion 

services. We support equitable access to abortion services. 

FCNL also supports policies that reduce unwanted 
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pregnancies by ensuring equitable access to 

contraception, sex education, family planning, fertility and 

adoption services, and support for all who decide to have 

children. 

After a moment of worshipful silence, we adjourned to continue 

our work in the afternoon. 

Fourth Day, Afternoon Session, 8/7 

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like.  A man 

scatters seed on the ground.  Night and day, whether he sleeps or 

gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know 

how.  All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the 

head, then the full kernel in the head.  As soon as the grain is ripe, 

he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”  Again, he 

said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what 

parable shall we use to describe it?  It is like a mustard seed, which 

is the smallest of all seeds on earth.  Yet when planted, it grows 

and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big 

branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 

Mark 4:26-32 

It has come to us this afternoon, that to help someone find their 

way, we need to know where they are coming from.  But we 

should also remember that it is the Lord who truly knows this.   

Often the best we can do is point to Him.  We gather together to 

hear Him.  We read scripture to confirm what we think we heard.  

We unify as a Society of Friends to see where he is pointing and 

move forward.   

We welcomed Heidi Palmer and Cynthia Chlon from the Walton 

Retirement Home.   

We also welcomed Nikki Gross from Harrisonburg, VA, online. 
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Historical Committee report        

A report from the Historical Committee was presented.  We were 

encouraged by this report and the prospects for improvement, 

particularly with climate issues.   Some who have served on this 

committee reminded us of the multitude of ongoing issues.  We 

appreciate the good job they are doing.    

Ohio Yearly Meeting 2024 

Historical Committee Report 

 
The Heritage Room was open for special events at the 

Meetinghouse.  We had a cleaning day prior to Olney 

commencement.  We have acquired a mannequin to 

display the brown silk wedding dress and have also added 

a historic Quaker man’s jacket and shirt on display beside 

it.   

George Partridge came to advise us on climatizing the 

Heritage Room for the protection of the books and artifacts 

on display. He brought equipment to measure temperature 

and humidity and was very helpful with his advice.  He 

said we needed a better dehumidifier and very generously 

purchased one for us. He stressed the need for keeping the 

room cool and humidity controlled to keep mold and 

mildew from forming.  The new humidifier does a good 

job controlling the humidity, but we are noticing the room 

temperature this summer is much higher than advisable.  

We are therefore suggesting that a Mini-split system for 

controlling temperature and humidity be considered for 

installation.  Stillwater has funds from the Bernie Naylor 

bequest that could be used for this project since Bernie was 

very active with the Heritage Room project. 

In answer to the administrative query on record keeping, 

we have not had minutes of our meetings since we don’t 

have traditional regular committee meetings but rather 
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meet for special needs such as cleaning, hosting visitors or 

changing displays.  Our annual report to OYM would be 

the only records of that kind we have and those are printed 

in the minutes.  We keep records of donations of artifacts 

and books in a notebook and card files in the Heritage 

room.  Accession numbers are recorded in the artifact 

records and the number is attached in some way to the 

item.  Our treasurer keeps the accounting of our finances, 

and we have a savings account for our funds.  She has the 

bank statements and past records at her home.  We only 

have two “officers”, Clerk and Treasurer.  If either is 

unable to continue another person on the committee would 

be asked to take over the responsibility.  We will be adding 

another person authorized with the bank to handle our 

finances if the treasurer cannot.  

The committee will be considering making some minor 

changes in the Heritage Room and making the north room 

of the meetinghouse better organized.  

 

Financial Report: 

BALANCE 7/31/2023 $ 437.80 

  

Income: Book Sales  

 OYM books 60.00 

 Historical Committee 111.00 

 OYM appropriation 25.00 

 Donations 41.83 

Total Income  $ 237.83 

   

Expense: Utilities 150.00 

 OYM books 60.00 

Total expense    $ 210.00 

   

BALANCE 7/31/2024 $ 465.63 
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Query Summaries 

We considered summaries of the seventh, eighth and ninth 

queries and approved them after some modifications.  In this 

exercise, we realized that we could be more forward suggesting 

counseling when it could be of help. 

Seventh Query: Do we observe simplicity in our 
manner of living, sincerity in speech, and modesty 
in apparel?  Do we guard against involving 
ourselves in temporal affairs to the hindrance of 
spiritual growth?  Are we just in our dealings and 
careful to fulfill our promises?  Do we seek to make 
our Christian faith a part of our daily work? 

YM Summary:  In comparison to those around us and in the 

context of the 21st century we lead simple lives.  But we are 

aware that our manner of living is more complex than our 

forebears and that we have accumulated far more material things 

than we need. 

We try not to be drawn into temporal affairs that would distract 

us from our spiritual focus.  Finding a balance between time spent 

with family, community, and devotional readings can be difficult.  

To free ourselves from the distractions of the world, we turn to 

the simplicity of silent meeting and worship with like-minded 

Friends. 

We endeavor to be just, respectful and caring in our dealings, not 

seeking personal gain.  We keep the light of Christ in our hearts, 

trusting with all diligence, to fulfill the promises we make, being 

cautious not to commit to things outside our abilities, control or 

knowledge. 

We seek to walk with the Light of Christ and share it with those 

around us.  Our daily work includes showing kindness, care for 
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others, and being a Christian presence in the world.  We 

acknowledge that our roles of parent, spouse, or adult child must 

also reflect our Christian faith. 

Eighth Query: Are we faithful to Christ’s command 

to avoid swearing oaths?  Are we watchful for and 

faithful to Christ’s promptings to share with others 

our testimony against the use of oaths?  Do we 

avoid gambling and speculation based on the 

principles of chance? 

YM Summary:  Few, if any of us, have been asked to swear 

oaths this year.  We work hard to always speak the truth.  As one 

Friend put it, “I try to be equally truthful in every circumstance, in 

private and in public; with those I know and those I do not, where 

telling the truth is easy and where it is hard.”  We acknowledge 

the foundational requirement of equal truthfulness, honesty, and 

integrity in all things.  

The opportunities to share this testimony are rare, but we take 

the injunction seriously.   Some struggle to improve on Christ’s 

commandment.  Others will explain how oaths create double 

standards.   Still others share as the situations arise.    

We avoid gambling and speculation, most refusing any 

participation at all.  Some have a concern that we not seek 

financial gain incommensurate with the work we put in.  We want 

to live lives of consistent witness, depending on God and not our 

own resources or understandings. 

Ninth Query: Are we sensitive to the problems of 

family living?  Do we offer counseling to couples 

both before and after marriage?  How are we 
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helping individuals, married couples and family 

units to strengthen and enrich their lives? 

YM Summary:  We are sensitive to the difficulties, issues and 

problems of family living.  Nevertheless,  we pray to Christ, our 

Teacher, to make us more sensitive, acknowledging that family life 

can produce some of the deepest wounds sustained by human 

souls.   We do our best to be aware and to respond with loving 

care and supportive listening.  Members and nonmembers report 

being helped by the ministry of our meetings and members. 

We have not seen the need for counseling recently.  We are 

concerned that problems may exist, but when they are not 

brought to our attention, we do not feel free to intervene.  Asking 

for help can be difficult, but without it,  others cannot be useful.   

When the opportunity arises, we try to listen and offer our advice 

with humility, remembering that a  Christian presence can be very 

helpful with nonverbal testimony. 

All human sufferings, and their causes and remedies, are known 

to the Lord.  We can, and do, pray for those who suffer – in our 

own families and in the world.  

Walton Home Board Report 

The Walton Retirement Home Board letter and annual report 

were read.   Appreciation was expressed for the reports, the work 

being done and the effective service of the President during her 

term.  We are also appreciative of the work and dedication of 

Heidi Palmer who is moving on.  We wish both of these 

committed servants well. 

Walton Home Board President Letter – 

2024 
As we are coming to the close of another fiscal year for the 

Walton Home, I am again impressed with what a valuable 
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outreach of service the Walton Home provides.  Under 

Heidi’s leadership we have had a dedicated staff that 

enjoys working here and makes this a happy home for the 

residents.  A good indication of this is that we have a very 

low turnover of workers in a field that requires hard work 

and low pay.  Our staff are our treasures and is what makes 

the Walton Home work for those who no longer can stay in 

their own homes.  

Board members this year include nine members from Ohio 

Yearly Meeting and five community members.  The 

maximum number of board members we can have is 

fifteen and we only lack one person of reaching that 

maximum.  All Board members have committee 

assignments, and all committees are functioning.  Board 

Meetings have been well attended.  

The annual fund drive this year, had the goal of replacing 

the dining room windows, many of which no longer 

worked.  All new double hung windows are in place which 

now allows for easy opening and closing with minimal 

long-term maintenance.  Recipes were collected and a 

cookbook was published by one of our Board members 

which was sold to raise funds for the Walton Home.  

Residents are kept active with a very resourceful activities 

director and seasonal parties are enjoyed.  We invite you 

all to get our monthly newsletter which has lots of pictures 

and news of what is happening at the Walton Home.  

Heidi Palmer, our executive Director will be leaving this 

Fall.  She has been our executive Director for the past 2 ½ 

years and has been on the Walton home staff for 7 years.  

We have been in the process of searching for the right 

person to succeed her at the Walton Home.  Heidi was very 

helpful assisting our revision of the job description of the 

executive director to reflect a more accurate explanation of 

the position.  We plan to have a person selected in plenty 

of time for Heidi to train the person for the job. 
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In answer to the administrative queries, minutes and 

financial records are stored at the Walton Home utilizing 

professional standards for the safekeeping of these records.  

We have a vice president to take over in the absence of the 

president and any other officers can be replaced by an 

appropriate member of the Walton Home Board. 

This is the last year of my terms on the Walton Home 

Board, and I have found my time on this Board very 

rewarding.  I encourage all OYM members to visit the 

Walton Home and see for yourselves the happy faces of 

residents and staff that make this a special place. 

Marie Bundy, Walton Home Board President 
 

 

Walton Retirement Home Annual Report 

Eighth Month, 2024 

But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and 
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a 

doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he 
does. 

James 1:25 

My Dear Friends, 

Another year here at Walton Home has flown by. 

We had a lower-than-normal occupancy throughout much 

of the year.  This proved to be challenging at times. 

However, Walton Home continues to provide a valuable 

service to the Barnesville community. We are currently 

back to 90% occupancy. Despite the challenges, we were 

able to continue to improve our home and maintain our 

exceptional level of care while still ending the year with a 

surplus. The most notable of these improvements was the 

Annual Fundraiser to replace our Dining Room windows 

and a few broken resident windows. We were able to 
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complete the project thanks to generous donations from 

Ohio Yearly Meeting members and community members. 

Our staff has been faithful to continue to serve our 

residents with a very low turnover rate. 

At the end of this year, I am sad to report 
that I will be leaving my position as Executive Director. 
I will miss our residents, staff, and board members. 
However, my new opportunity allows me to spend more 
time with my family. I look forward the meeting the new 
director and watching the continued growth and 
improvements at Walton. 

Our accounting compilation and a more detailed 

overview of the year will be discussed in the corporation 

meeting hosted at Stillwater and via Zoom around 3:30, or 

at the close of business. All are welcome! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Heidi Palmer 

Executive Director 

Walton Retirement Home 

After a moment of silent worship, we adjourned, understanding 

that after a short break, we would be called together again as the 

Walton Corporation.   It was also our intent to gather as Ohio 

Yearly Meeting, the following afternoon.   

 Fifth Day Afternoon Session, 8/8 

To whom can the holy God be compared? 

    Is there anyone else like him? 

Look up at the sky! 

Who created the stars you see? 

    The one who leads them out like an army, 
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    he knows how many there are 

    and calls each one by name! 

His power is so great— 

    not one of them is ever missing! 

Israel, why then do you complain 

    that the Lord doesn't know your troubles 

    or care if you suffer injustice? 

Don't you know?  Haven't you heard? 

The Lord is the everlasting God; 

    He created all the world. 

He never grows tired or weary. 

    No one understands his thoughts. 

He strengthens those who are weak and tired. 

Even those who are young grow weak; 

    young people can fall exhausted. 

But those who trust in the Lord  

    will find their strength renewed. 

They will rise on wings like eagles; 

    they will run and not get weary; 

    they will walk and not faint. 

Isaiah 40:25-31 

It is God who works within us to do his will.  It pleases Him to 

teach. It pleases us to receive his teachings.  Pray to be open to 

His word and not our own.  Pray to be open to His thoughts, so 

that we may have the mind of Christ,  so that we may let go of our 

minds, so that we may let go of our egos and our will, so that we 

can give them to God, so that we may live and love as God 

intended us to do. 

We welcomed Ruth Gaston online from Rugby, England as well as 

Michelle Downey from North Carolina Yearly Meeting, 

Conservative.  
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Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Epistle 
We heard extracts from the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Epistle. 

Selection from Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting’s epistle 

Greetings to our beloved Friends around the World,  
 We send you this epistle from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting’s 
344th Annual Sessions. This year’s unusual sessions, which met 
June 25 (online) and July 6 and 7 (hybrid) on the Haverford 
College campus, were arranged to embrace the celebrations of 
George Fox’s 400th birthday at the historic Arch Street Meeting 
House in Philadelphia and Friends General Conference 
Gathering, also held at Haverford College. 

 “Called to Healing” was the theme this year. In four Bible 
Studies held online during June, each facilitator focused on the 
theme and a call to action to experience the Spirit.  We need 
each other and, if we falter, there is a path to create listening 
and forgiveness. “For where two or three are gathered together 
in My name, there am I in the midst of them” (KJV).  
 

Administrative Query Summaries 
We read the administrative queries and approved the proposed 

summaries with one change.  

1st Administrative Query:  

What new meetings have been established?  Have 
any meetings been discontinued? 

YM Summary:   
No new meetings have been established or discontinued. 

2nd Administrative Query:  

Do parents take an active interest in the 
administration and quality of teaching of the 
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schools which their children attend?  Is each 
Meeting making effective efforts to aid parents in 
the suitable religious instruction of their children? 

YM Summary:   
Few of us have school-age children.  Those that do are interested 

in the quality of teaching in schools where their children attend.  

Some of us are grandparents, providing encouragement and 

support whenever possible.   All of us look to aid the religious 

education of the children we come into contact with.  

3rd Administrative Query:  

Have the General Queries been read and 

deliberately pondered and answered in all our 

meetings?  Have the Advices been regularly read?  

Is the best possible time chosen for their reading, 

suitable for deliberate consideration of them by all 

Friends and attenders for their individual, spiritual 

refreshment? 

YM Summary:   
All meetings have read and pondered the General Queries.   

Different techniques are used by different meetings to compose 

and approve answers. 

Advices are read at Meetings for Worship or Business.  One 

Meeting may substitute an extract from early Friends writings 

when spiritually directed. 

4th Administrative Query:  

Are former minute books, all interment charts and 
all records of similar importance, stored in a 
suitable fireproof safe or vault? 
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YM Summary:   
Current Meeting Minutes are kept in meetinghouse safes, homes 

of Clerks, Recorders and the (digital) cloud.   

Former Meeting minute books are stored in the vault at Olney, 

the vault at Salem and the Friends Historical Library at 

Swarthmore.  One Quarter keeps former minute books in the 

home of the clerk on acid free paper.  Most Yearly Meeting 

committees rely on their annual reports to Yearly Meeting for 

historical preservation.  One committee takes extra precautions 

with their minutes, storing them in the Olney vault in addition to 

the home of the convenor. 

Internment charts are kept in meetinghouses, historical libraries, 

clerks and other Friends homes.    

5th Administrative Query:  

Are our meetings for business regularly held; fully, 
and promptly attended?  Are they conducted in a 
loving and solemn concern to make concerted 
effort toward unity of spirit? 

YM Summary:   
Business Meetings are promptly and routinely held.  Participation 

is healthy among the active membership.  Several meetings have 

found online Zoom technologies supportive of attendance. 

We are aware that without a loving and solemn effort, unity of 

spirit can be elusive.  But as we have trusted the Lord to work in 

our hearts, we have felt favored with love and are joined through 

His power. 

6th Administrative Query:  

Are our meetings prepared to continue their work 

if any Friend in a position of responsibility (such as 
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meeting clerks, treasurers, and recorders) is unable 

to serve? 

YM Summary:   
To help to address continuity concerns, some Meetings and Yearly 

Meeting committees have (or are considering) co-clerks or 

assistant clerks.   Most are comfortable that, should the situation 

arise, new Clerks could be appointed to assume responsibilities.   

A few have added additional signatories to banking accounts and 

this has been beneficial on at least one occasion.  Others have 

been actively pondering the issue while others are just beginning 

to study it.  Still others have yet to focus on the question.  

Some meetings and committees are becoming aware that 

password protected online accounts can be an impediment to 

smooth transitions during a crisis.  They expect to address this 

concern in the coming year.  Others are advised to take up this 

consideration.  

Fiduciary Trustees report 

The Fiduciary Trustees offered their report. 

We direct our Fiduciary to cash any checks sent to us as royalties, 

from the proceeds of production of gas and\or oil extracted from 

beneath Yearly Meeting property and to deposit those monies in a 

separate account for us to consider at a later time. 

We appreciate the efforts continually made by the Fiduciary on 

our behalf and the care they have taken with our resources. 

Fiduciary Trustees Report for the Year 
Ending Sixth Month 30th, 2024 

For the fiscal year ending 6-30-2024 the Fiduciary 
Trustees are managing the following trust funds: 



57 

 

Our income and expenses for the 2023-2024 fiscal year 
were: 

 

The Fiduciary Trustees have agreed to pay 6.0% return on 
the funds in our care as the Annual Distribution for the 
fiscal year ending Sixth Month 30th, 2024. 

Reviewing the value of our investments at the close of our 
fiscal year, the adjusted value of our investments has 
increased roughly +3% over the previous year and the rate 
of inflation has slowed, approaching more typical rates 
seen prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.  As our asset 
values have continued to increase, the Fiduciary Trustees 
are comfortable increasing the Annual Distribution rate 
slightly for the 2023/2024 fiscal year. 

The Fiduciaries currently have one (1) home loan 
outstanding with Ohio Yearly Meeting members and one 
(1) mortgage loan outstanding with the Walton Retirement 
Home. 

The Ohio Yearly Meeting “Sale of Property to OFS” fund 
was valued at $82,715 as of Sixth Month 30th, 2024.  We 
will continue to hold the balance of this fund and allow it to 

Education Funds 470,577$    

Walton Retirement Home 1,233,028$ 

Ohio Yearly Meeting 213,044$    

Monthly Meetings 1,278,481$ 

Reserve Fund 1,035,020$ 

Total Assets 4,230,150$ 

Total Income 425,582$    

Operating Expenses (461)$          

Net Income 425,121$    

Distribution of Earnings:

Returned to Funds (7/1/2023) 170,834$    

Added to Reserve Fund 254,287$    

Same as Net Income 425,121$    
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accrue income until we receive instruction from the Yearly 
Meeting to take other action. 

In Eighth Month 2023, as directed by the Financing 
Educational Concerns Committee, the Fiduciary Trustees 
distributed $4,000 to the family of one (1) Ohio Yearly 
Meeting child attending Olney or private secondary 
schools.  Also as directed by the committee, $17,030 was 
sent to Olney Friends School from the income generated 
by the Education Trust Funds which we hold in support of 
scholarships, a Christian Quaker presence, the library, 
repairs and improvements, and athletics at Olney. 

For nearly fifteen years the Fiduciary Trustees have 
received inquiries about the interest of Ohio Yearly 
Meeting in leasing the gas and oil rights of its properties 
for the extraction of natural gas and oil.  Our committee 
had routinely ignored these inquiries or responded that the 
Yearly Meeting has not reached an agreement on whether 
to enter into any lease.  In Eleventh Month 2023 the 
Fiduciary Trustees felt it was appropriate to ask 
Representative Meeting if our response to these inquiries 
should remain the same or if the Yearly Meeting might be 
ready to reexamine the question of leasing gas and oil 
rights.  As many are aware, Representative Meeting 
recommended that a called meeting of the Yearly Meeting 
be held to consider the question of leasing gas and oil 
rights. 

After a series of called meetings of the Yearly Meeting, 
held in Second, Third, and Fourth months, it was minuted 
that: “It is clear that we do not have even a small measure 
of unity of opinion”.  The minutes of the Fourth Month 20th 
called meeting went on to say: “We direct our Fiduciary 
Trustees to inform inquirers that we are not ready at this 
time to lease our oil and mineral rights.”  The Fiduciary 
Trustees are grateful to the Yearly Meeting for the time, 
energy, and payers of so many faithful members in taking 
up this issue and providing a clear instruction. 

While it is clear that the Yearly Meeting is not in unity on 
the question of entering into a lease, it is important that we 
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do not assume the interest, and activities, of others in 
extracting gas and oil from Belmont County will not 
proceed with vigor around us.  This was emphasized to 
us, less than ten days ago, when the Fiduciaries received 
a renewed inquiry about our willingness to sell our gas and 
oil rights.  The Fiduciaries viewed this offer to buy our 
rights, rather than just lease them, as substantially no 
different than entering into a lease.  We have responded 
to this offer that the Yearly Meeting is not ready, at this 
time, to sell our rights. 

While the Fiduciary Trustees are not aware of any drilling 
unit applications that have been submitted to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources, that might involve OYM 
property, we fully expect that parts of OYM properties will 
be included in one or more of these applications in the 
weeks or months ahead.  When that happens, we will 
expect to be listed as an “Unleased Mineral Interest” in 
these applications.  As an “Unleased Mineral Interest” 
landowner, we expect the Chief of the Division of Oil and 
Gas Resources Management for Ohio will order the 
applying energy company to begin paying the Fiduciary 
Trustees a monthly cash payment, royalties, from the 
proceeds of production of gas and\or oil extracted from 
beneath Yearly Meeting property.  When these monthly 
payments begin to arrive, the Fiduciary Trustees will need 
instruction from Ohio Yearly Meeting how they should be 
handled and\or used. 

In our annual report to Ohio Yearly Meeting last year, the 
Fiduciary Trustees reported that we intended to apply to 
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) 
“Landowner Pass-through Payment Program” (LPPP) to 
determine if the gas well located on Ohio Yearly Meeting’s 
Plummer Farm property qualified for state funds to “plug 
and abandon” the well.  The LLLP is under the umbrella of 
the ODNR “Orphan Well Program”.  This program provides 
state funds to close wells that do not have a “known 
responsible owner”.  The Fiduciaries put this application 
on hold when the Yearly Meeting decided to revisit the 
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question of leasing the Utica Shale gas and oil rights of 
our property. 

In Fifth Month of this year, the Fiduciaries were finally able 
to confirm, through records kept by ODNR, that ownership 
of the Plummer Farm gas well was formally transferred to 
Olney Friends School, Inc. in Fourth Month 1985.  Since 
there is a clear and “known responsible owner”, the gas 
well does not qualify as an “orphan well”. 

The Fiduciaries will resume our efforts to enter into a 
contract to “plug and abandon” the gas well on the 
Plummer Farm in a manner that complies with the 
requirements of the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources.  As was approved by the Yearly Meeting in 
Eighth Month 2022, we plan to use monies from the Ohio 
Yearly Meeting “Sale of Property” fund, held by the 
Fiduciaries on behalf of OYM, to pay the expenses of 
actually closing the well. If we find it necessary to obtain 
legal advice or assistance in this matter, we will plan to 
pay those expenses with funds from the Ohio Yearly 
Meeting “Legal Services Contingencies” fund, also held by 
the Fiduciaries on behalf of OYM.  At this time, we do not 
have an identified timeline for closing the well.  During our 
earlier efforts to identify contractors to bid on this project, 
we found it very difficult to obtain responses from 
contractors.  We suspect we are competing with the 
ODNR “Orphan Well Program” and its state funding; a 
small, domestic gas well may not be as attractive to 
contractors as state funded projects.  Over a year ago, we 
were given a verbal, undetailed, estimate by a 
knowledgeable contractor that closing the well might cost 
in the range of $70,000.  

During our most recent committee meeting, we considered 
the following annual query: 

Do we feel the power of Christ leading us in the work 
of our committee? Is it time to lay down this committee 
or incorporate its functioning into another?  Can this 
committee function better with more or fewer 
members? 
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The Fiduciary Trustees of Ohio Yearly Meeting accept the 
continued functions of this group, with mindfulness of 
Christ’s leading. The Fiduciary Trustees function well with 
the current number of members. 

As a point of interest, we would like to point out to the 
Yearly Meeting that in Tenth Month of this year, it will be 
one century since “The Fiduciary Trustees of Ohio Yearly 
Meeting of Friends” was certified by the State of Ohio as a 
nonprofit corporation. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Fiduciary 
Trustees, 

David E. Warrington 
President 
Fiduciary Trustees of the Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends 

Financing Educational Concerns 
The Financing Educational Concerns committee gave us their 

report.   We approved of the three recommendations they made 

including one that lays down the committee.   We appreciate their 

report and are deeply appreciative of the work they have done for 

us for the past 20 years.  

Financing Educational Concerns Committee 

Report  
Eighth Month 2024 

 

Scholarships for OYM Children Trust Fund 
Members of the Financing Education Concerns Committee 

met to discern distribution of income generated by the 

Scholarships for OYM Children Trust Fund this year. The 

committee, over the past 20 years, has assigned these funds 

to benefit high school age members of the yearly meeting 

who are attending Friends schools, other private schools, or 

who are home schooled.  This year we are aware of only 
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one member of high school age qualifying for the 

scholarship. 

The annual distribution generated by the trust fund this 

year is 6.0% as set by the Fiduciary Trustees; the total 

income earned is $9,774.31. Of that, $4,724.24 is assigned 

to Inflation Accumulation leaving a balance of $5,050.07 

available to award. We are thankful that lower inflation 

rates this year have resulted in a positive balance available. 

The committee recommends that $5,000 be awarded to 

the member’s family. The balance of the income 

generated this year, $50.07, should be credited to the 

Unrestricted Balance and be available in future years. 

As always, we ask that meetings with members who meet 

the criteria for Ohio Yearly Meeting scholarship funds 

make the committee aware of their names.  

Discussion concerning use of OYM scholarship 

funds 

In our report last year, the committee proposed to review 

the documentation for the 11 bequests/gifts comprising this 

scholarship fund and to deliver a proposal to the yearly 

meeting in 2024 for the possible expanded use of the funds 

and the role of the committee. We and the Fiduciary 

Trustees looked at the original language of the donor in 

each case when available. In our review of the language of 

the documents or records in existence, the committee feels 

that the Fiduciary Trustees are better equipped to deal with 

any potential legal issues surrounding the expenditure of 

funds previously designated as restricted to high school 

student scholarships. 

While we anticipate that one student will continue to be 

supported in the near term and others may eventually 

qualify for scholarships, it appears there may be an 

opportunity to support other efforts under the yearly 
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meeting’s direction. The donors’ intentions did not foresee 

the lack of students of boarding school age. The committee 

considered several possible alternative uses for at least 

some of these funds in supporting Christian, Quaker 

education: 

o First Day School materials for monthly 

meetings 

o Junior Yearly Meeting 

o Christian Education Camp 

o Funding a Christian, Quaker presence at Olney 

o Scholarship support for students at Olney 

Currently, $36,019 is held by the Fiduciary Trustees in the 

Unrestricted Balance category of the OYM Children Trust 

Fund. The committee suggests that these funds also could 

be made available for other uses. 

Education Trust Funds held for the benefit of 

Olney Friends School 
The Total Income for the Education Trust Funds held for 

the benefit of Olney Friends School for the 2023-24 fiscal 

year was $18,629.71. The Fiduciary Trustees 

recommended that $8,940.80 be allotted to the Inflation 

Accumulation Balance, leaving the net income for the trust 

funds this year at $9,688.91.  

The committee recommends that the total income for 

the Education Trust Funds, $18,629.71, be sent to 

Olney Friends School. For the third consecutive year, no 

funds would be transferred to the Inflation Accumulation 

Balance. Again, these are funds that the yearly meeting 

holds in trust for Olney. We feel that it is important to 

support the school and that there is not any value to the 

yearly meeting in withholding the funds for their possible 

future growth. The school should be made aware of the 

implications of this action on the funds’ viability going 

forward. 
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The Financing Educational Concerns committee has 

functioned well since inception more than 20 years ago. 

The committee members approached the Fiduciary 

Trustees about taking over its role going forward. The 

trustees agreed that this function could be assumed by that 

group. We recommend that the yearly meeting lays 

down the Financing Educational Concerns committee 

and asks the Fiduciary Trustees to oversee and disburse 

the Educational Trust Funds. 

Query Response 

We feel that the Lord is leading us in our deliberations and 

decisions; we are comfortable with having the Fiduciary 

Trustees take over the work of this committee. 

For the Committee, 

Beverly Kirk Shull, Convener  

Janet Hammer  

Rebecca Hawkins 

Debora Taber 

Travel Fund 
The report from the Travel Fund Committee was read.   We 

accepted it, support their request for funds, and are pleased with 

the work they have been doing. 

Travel Fund Committee Report 2024 

   We paid for registration for Sylvia Thomas and Earl 
Smith and lodging for Sylvia, Earl, and Tom Roberts to 
attend the Friends Committee for National Legislation’s 
annual meeting held in Washington D.C.  We paid for 
registration, lodging, and travel fees for Sarah Parsons and 
Eileen Kinch to represent Ohio Yearly Meeting at the 
Plenary Meeting of the Friends World Committee for 
Consultation being held in South Africa. 
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Balance   07/01/2023                     $11,471.98 

Income  

OYM allocation              $2000.00 

Reimbursement from Stillwater $350.00 

Interest $20.91 

Total Income $2370.91 

Expenses  

FCNL representatives $1782.12 

FWCC representatives to South 
Africa 

$6652.58 

Total Expenses $8434.70 

Fund Balance 06/30/2024 $5408.19 

The Travel Fund Committee would like to request $2500 
for the upcoming year.  We prepare a 5 year budget on 
which to base this request.  This request, which we realize 
is a large part of the Yearly Meeting’s budget tries to 
minimize the yearly fluctuation in our budget requests 
from the Yearly Meeting. We are most appreciative of the 
many ways that our representatives find to lower costs. 
We were able to accrue funds, during the pandemic when 
in-person meetings of FCNL and FWCC were not being 
held, to cover the added expense of the South Africa trip 
supporting two OYM representatives.  We expect that we 
may need to request additional funds in subsequent years 
to cover the expense of our representatives attending 
FCNL and FWCC meetings.  FWCC will be holding their 
Sectional Meeting in Phoenix, Arizona in the spring of 
2025.    



66 

   In our answer to the queries directed to committees:  
We feel that the committee is useful to the Yearly 
Meeting and to the Lord and that we seek and receive 
Divine Guidance in our deliberations.  We are glad to 
provide the financial support to those Friends led by the 
Lord to witness within the wider Quaker community.  The 
committee size is adequate. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janet Hammer, David Eley, Dennis Rockwell, Robert 
Becerra 
Travel Fund Committee 

Olney Taber Farm Report 
A report from the Olney Farm was presented.  Gratitude was 

expressed for the farmer, the sun and the Olney goats.  We felt 

this work to be a precious foundation for the children partaking in 

it. 

Olney Farm Report – 2024 

The Olney School Farm continues our organic certification 

for the ninth consecutive year.  Our diversified operations 

include vegetable and fruit crops, livestock, hay crops, 

wood lot management and yes, even fish. 

This past year flax was added to our crop harvest.  Some 

will be kept for processing and crafts, and some sent to 

regional weaving guilds. 

After taking out the nine remaining apple trees in the 

orchard planted in the 1960’s, we were still able to harvest 

three bushels off the five trees on campus. 

The “Sunnyside” garden and hoophouse garden plots 

provided large quantities of tomatoes, lettuce, spinach, 

several kinds of greens, raspberries, beets, carrots and 

garlic. 
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From the farm we had: 170 tons of hay, 5 tons of straw, 

and 85 bushels of corn.   Beef – 16 calves were born and 

one cow was processed for 620 pounds meat.  Chickens – 

600 broilers were processed and roughly 17,000 eggs were 

produced.  Goats –five goats were processed for 150 

pounds of meat and 18 kids were born. 

Speaking of meat, two hundred fish were added to our 

lake. 

A new tradition has started – meeting for worship with 

attention to baby goats in the Kirk barn.  Students hold and 

feed baby goats during meeting for worship.  The meeting 

is a practice of gratitude for our farm animals, our farmers, 

the cuteness of the young goats and God’s good earth that 

nourishes us all. 

Don Guindon, farm manager; Aaron Willis, assistant farm 

manager; Hanna Vera, farm assistant 

 

Plummer House 
We heard a report from the Plummer House Committee.  An 

addition was offered by Marie Bundy.   She explained that work 

was done to complete the siding on the back of the house and the 

outer shell is now completed.  We are grateful for the work of this 

committee.   Some present have directly benefited from it.   

Ohio Yearly Meeting 2024 

Plummer House Report 
 

The Plummer House has been occupied year-round by 

Olney teacher Phineas Gosselink.  Olney has been paying 

the utilities in return for the faculty housing.  A workday 

was scheduled in May to prepare the house for 

commencement activities.  The Olney class of 1969 made 

the Plummer house their base of activities and there were 

about five or six who utilized the house for sleeping. 
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The “sunset porch” on the back of the house was 

completed and it provides a nice peaceful place to sit and 

watch the day dying over the woods.  We are currently 

working on the back of the house removing rotting wood 

siding to be replaced with vinyl siding.  The poplar wood 

siding was installed twelve years ago and has deteriorated 

badly.  We don’t have enough money to completely 

replace all the wood siding, so we are doing a section at a 

time.    

Olney had their annual Junior Social at the Plummer house 

last spring.  They finished up the evening with silent 

“collection” and when they were through, they looked up 

at the sky over the back woods and witnessed the aurora 

borealis putting on an amazing show for them across the 

night sky. 

Financial Report: 

BALANCE 7/31/2023 $ 3,582.44 
Income – donations 1,325.00 
Expenses –      Paint 128.69 

Bank fee 12.00 
BALANCE 7/31/2024 $ 4,766.75 

 
The Plummer Management Committee:  Robert and 

Debora Becerra, Marie Bundy, Don   Guindon, Leonard 

Guindon, Bev and Bob Shull 

Epistle from Iowa Yearly Meeting, Conservative 

We were happy to read an Epistle from Iowa Yearly Meeting.   It is 

always delightful to hear from them and remember connections, 

old and new, with our sister Conservative Meeting.  

“Your faithfulness continues from generation to 
generation.” Psalms 119:90 

 
Dear Friends in Ohio Yearly Meeting (Conservative): 
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We are grateful for your commending to our care your member 
John Jeremiah Edminster.  We appreciated his presence and 
engagement with Friends in quiet conversations, Bible study, 
and in worship, including business sessions.  We found 
giftedness in his presence, and trust that he found his time here 
to be fruitful.  We hope that we may be able to continue, God 
willing, with these exchanges between our Yearly Meetings. 

The 147th Annual Session of Iowa Yearly Meeting 
(Conservative) was held at Scattergood Friends School and 
Farm, near West Branch, Iowa, Seventh Month, 24th at 
suppertime through lunchtime on the 29th, 2024. We gathered 
together in person and online to rekindle friendships and to 
attend to the business of IYM(C).  The theme of our gathering, 
followed in evening collections and guest presentations was 
Keeping the Faith – Across the Generations.  

Our evening collections are celebratory and reflective times in 
which we are gathered together in God’s presence. In the 
program of Fourth Day, seasoned Friends and newer seekers 
shared their experiences of what brought them to Quakerism 
and how their Quaker values show up in their lives.  

Fifth day evening collection brought Friends together with 
storytelling from the Open Book program.  Members of IYMC 
were paired with Scattergood students, who created short 
video stories of values and experiences that informed their 
lives.  Scattergood students did the production work on these 
stories and on their own life stories.  A query presented at the 
end of each story encouraged Friends gathered in the 
meetinghouse to reflect on values and experiences in their own 
lives. Questions like “Who have your mentors been?” and 
“What disruptions have changed your life?”, and “How have 
you reinterpreted events in your life?” were considered. 

 Peter Blood presented on Sixth Day, “Transforming the World 
through Radical Obedience and Communal Song” with 
assistance from musically talented members of IYMC. Peter 
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related Quaker history to his own life story and to the songs 
that were performed.  

Peter also introduced us to his website inwardlight.org, a 
searchable treasury of Quaker writings sorted by topics such as 
Worship, Faith, Gospel Order, and Transitions.  The site brings 
together an accessible collection of resources for Quaker study 
and education.  

Our business sessions gave us opportunity to seek together 
God’s will for us, as it shows up in our efforts with many Quaker 
service organizations and projects.  Business meetings reported 
on ways in which Friends have been engaged in the world.   

Scattergood continues to be a major way in which our Yearly 
Meeting interacts with the world.  Sixth day’s morning session 
focused on practical and financial matters related to the 
meeting house and school property at Scattergood. A highlight 
was the farm report which connects local food production and 
animal care to “the great totality of things.” Scattergood’s 
commitment to earth friendly agriculture is inspiring. Much of 
our outreach to the world is through Scattergood Friend School, 
and we are inspired and gratified with our direction in 
educating and preparing students not just for college, but for 
life.  A new Iowa law which provides taxpayer funded 
educational benefits for students attending private schools has 
been accessed by several families whose children attend 
Scattergood. We continue to discern the benefits and 
drawbacks of this law and our participation with it. 

The afternoon session turned to peace and social issues with 
the report of the Peace and Social Concerns committee and 
reports from several Quaker and related organizations, AFSC, 
FCNL, Iowa Peace Network, and others. The Committee’s 
successes included their collection of funds for AFSC in Gaza, 
and successfully helping an Afghani family to safety in Canada 
with the help of Ottawa Monthly Meeting and many US 
meetings.  
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Our final morning began cheerfully with the report from Junior 
Yearly Meeting which included five young friends from second 
grade through eighth grade. Auditor’s and Treasurer’s Reports, 
and reports from various committees followed. The Special 
Needs Committee Report resulted in discussion of issues of 
access, safety, disability, and ability.   

First Day pre-meeting reflection will be centered on Quaker 
Beatitudes. 

With gratitude for the Love that has been granted to us, and in 
hope that we are led by that Love, 

On behalf of Iowa Yearly Meeting of Friends, Conservative, 

Carol Gilbert 

Carol Gilbert, Clerk 

We adjourned after a brief moment of Worship, expecting to 

gather in the morning to continue our work. 

Sixth Day Morning Session, 8/9 

When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites!  They love to stand 

up and pray in the houses of worship and on the street corners, 

so that everyone will see them.  I assure you they have already 

been paid in full. But when you pray, go to your room, close the 

door, and pray to your Father, who is unseen.  And your Father, 

who sees what you do in private, will reward you.  “When you 

pray, do not use a lot of meaningless words, as the pagans do, 

who think that their gods will hear them because their prayers 

are long.  Do not be like them. Your Father already knows what 

you need before you ask him.  This, then, is how you should pray.   

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 

heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
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And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

Matthew 6:5-15 

We have been reminded  today that eternal life and choice are 

inexorably linked.  Jesus Christ is eternal.  Jesus Christ lives within 

us.  Will we choose the eternal that already is within us and allow 

Christ to live through us?  Will we take up our cross and follow 

Him?  Will we invite others to the love and joy we experience 

through Him? 

We welcomed Andrew Tipping from St Louis Friends Meeting and 

Bob Thatcher, an attender at Salem Meeting, from Kent, Ohio. 

Nominating Committee Report 
The Nominating Committee used their report to suggest names of 

Friends for Yearly Meeting committees.  We noted that the 

Financing Educational Concerns Committee was just laid down, 

and did not  review those names. 

We approved the proposed Friends.   Appreciation was expressed 

for the work of the Nominating Committee and particularly for the 

organization and dedication of their convener.  

It was noted that the passing of Richard Wetzel marked 25 years 

of his service on Peace Committee.  We look forward to the 

contributions that Madeleine Vaché will offer as she fills the slot 

he vacated.  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT TO OHIO 

YEARLY MEETING 

Eighth month 2024 

Nominating Committee would like to propose the 

following appointments to serve the Yearly Meeting: 

AGENDA COMMITTEE 

2027 Sharon A. Helms, Sarah Parsons, Karen Walsh 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CAMP COMMITTEE 

2027 Brad Jackson 

 

COMMITTEE TO COORDINATE AND SUPPORT 

OUTREACH 

2027 Henry C. Jason, Charles C. Thomas, Jr., David 

Casterline 

 

EPISTLE COMMITTEE (Two-year term) 

2026 Constance Bair-Thompson, John Edminster 

 

FIDUCIARY TRUSTEES 

2027 Shelley A. Rockwell, David E. Warrington 

 

FINANCING EDUCATIONAL CONCERNS 

2027 Rebecca J. Hawkins, Deborah H. Taber 

 

FRIENDS CENTER COMMITTEE 

2027 John C. Benson, Constance Bair- Thompson, Robert 

J. Rockwell 

 

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 

2027 Earl Smith, Tom Roberts, Evan Knappenberger 

 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

2027 Seth Hinshaw, David Nagle, Burton Doudna 

 

PEACE AND HUMAN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

2027 Madeleine Vaché 

 

PRINTING COMMITTEE 

2027 Sharon A. Helms, Carey L. Newlin, Anne Marie 

Taber 

 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT COMMITTEE 

2027 David Male, David W. Casterline, Kent Palmer 
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TRAVEL FUND COMMITTEE 

2027 David F. Eley 

 

TRUSTEES OF OHIO YEARLY MEETING 

PROPERTY 

2027 Robert J. Rockwell, Timothy Rockwell 

 

WALTON HOME BOARD 

2027 Sharon A. Helms, Karen L. Walsh, Karen Campf, 

Cindy McGee, Mitch Bartels, Anne Bartels 

 

WIDER FELLOWSHIP OF CONSERVATIVE 

FRIENDS 

2027 Nancy A. Hawkins, Michael Kinch, John C. Smith, 

Sharon A. Helms 

 

REPRESENTATIVE MEETING 

2027 Burton M. Doudna, Nancy A. Hawkins, Janet L. 

Hammer, Sarah Parsons, Mary Alice Pino, Constance Bair-

Thompson, Wil Brant 

 

YEARLY MEETING RECORDER 

2025 Michael Kinch 

 

ASSISTANT YEARLY MEETING RECORDER 

2025 Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

  

CUSTODIANS OF THE RECORDS 

 In Perpetuity Constance Bair-Thompson 

  

REPRESENTATIVES to FRIENDS COMMITTEE on 

NATIONAL LEGISLATION 

2027 Earl Smith 

 

REPRESENTATIVES to FRIENDS WORLD 

COMMITTEE for CONSULTATION 

2027 David Male, Eileen Kinch 
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Nominating Committee would like to acknowledge and 

express appreciation for the many years of service that 

Loisanne Rockwell gave to Ohio Yearly Meeting as a 

Custodian of the Records.  

 

In answer to the query: Do we feel the power of Christ 

leading us in the work of our committee? 

Are there changes to committee size that might make us 

more effective? 

  Yes, our purpose is, through God’s guidance, to find 

those who are called to serve on the various committees.  

We feel that it is truly through God’s power that we are 

able to do our work. 

The committee size seems adequate with all monthly 

meetings represented. 

 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Nominating 

Committee, 

Janet Hammer, convenor 

 

Epistle Committee  
The Epistle Committee brought forth a General Epistle for our 

consideration.   This was approved expecting some emendations 

to be made before it is published.   

Appreciation was expressed for the love and labor that went into 

this epistle.  This appreciation was especially felt by those who 

have served on this committee before.  

The committee expects to make some additions to the epistle in 

order to make them suitable for distribution to our sister yearly 

meetings North Carolina and Iowa.  They intend to present these 

additions in a later session.  
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Epistle to Friends Everywhere from Ohio 
Yearly Meeting of Friends 2024 

 
 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says 
the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a 
future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and go and 
pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me 
and find Me, when you search for Me with all your 
heart.  Jer 29:11-13 

Who would have imagined, not so long ago, that there would be 

a screen on the wall behind the facing benches of this old 

meetinghouse, projecting the names and faces of Friends in 

many places, some older members unable to be with us in 

person, some new seekers drawn to worship with us from all 

over the world, blessings known until recently only in the mind 

of God.  As we engage in the delightful struggle to come into 

unity across our seemingly vast distances and differences, we 

are discovering that Jesus' promise to be in the midst of us 

whenever two or three are gathered in his Name is not 

conditioned on any barrier other than the openness of our minds 

and hearts toward one another and our yearning for His Love 

and Truth. 

We grapple with the technology, which slows us down and 

makes many of us uncomfortable at times. Zoom may be useful 

with outreach, there is a work going on, but there is also 

vulnerability. Inviting our Lord's 'Kingdom of Heaven' in and 

among us is our deepest need. All these things are given by the 

Holy Spirit. It takes courage for us to worship and believe the 

way we do, soaking in the direct experience with the Holy 

Spirit. Acknowledging that there is one God, above all, through 

all & in us all, we are not ashamed of the Gospel (Rom 1:16). 

We have a responsibility to those who sit in silence but do not 

know how to wait or listen to the God of the universe. Some 

may feel a leading from the living Word, but not know what to 

do with a felt motion from the Lord. As we sit quietly together, 

we may reach beyond our human wisdom to hear the One True 

Voice of God speaking to us and we feel the cleansing heavenly 

water of Spiritual Life. We experience a more powerful inward 
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quickening Life when gathering as one body in Christ Jesus. We 

even find our natural, earthly desires and individual opinions 

melted into a unity in Spirit in the Heavenly realm. An 

intelligence beyond imagining, Water and bread that feeds the 

soul, Strength and Wisdom provided as our individual selves are 

woven into the Living Body of Christ. 

In our worship we give ourselves to the inward work, feeling for 

the Presence among us while seeking to lay all our busy 

concerns in the restfulness of God's care for us. We wait until 

that blessing of melting love is given and we feel the oneness of 

the Creator drawing us into healed oneness with each other. 

This treasure of unity is a gift we can forget in a moment, when 

issues are difficult, minds are unsettled, and we can become 

attached to our own perceptions. We have a humble part to play 

in preserving our body; as we wrestle daily with the temptation 

to feel distanced, offended or angry. In true fellowship with one 

another, we find Christ is at hand and able to restore the sensed 

love among us. Forgiveness, and daily return to unity seems to 

be our work, which the Weaver enables for the unseen creation 

of wholeness. 

A constant spontaneous joy this year are the encounters we see 

"around the edges" of worship time and business, with close 

conversations, sharing and counsel engaging friends old and 

new, visitors from other meetings, and guests in person and 

online.  

The worldly pleasures that are so fleeting, pale in comparison to 

the Heavenly Joys that are everlasting and grow stronger as we 

share them freely through our love for one another. 

"In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy paths" 

Proverbs 3:6 

For Ohio Yearly Meeting, 

 

Charles Thomas, Jr, Clerk 
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Christian Education Camp 

We received a report from the Christian Education Camp. 

A Friend reported that the camp is particularly enjoyed and 

appreciated in the community. It is an excellent outreach for the 

Yearly Meeting.   It was noted that some of the children cannot 

afford the fees.  There is a scholarship fund available that Friends 

are encouraged to participate in.  Contributions should be sent to 

Johanna Mae Rockwell at 63796 Barnesville St., Barnesville, OH 

43713. 

Appreciation was heartfelt for the hard work of the committee 

and its leadership.   

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CAMP COMMITTEE REPORT TO OHIO 
YEARLY MEETING 2024 

Christian Education Camp was held June 16 - 19th, 2024 on the 
Olney School Campus.  Our overall theme was “Trust in God.”  
Psalm 62 verse 8 rose as the theme verse “Trust in him at all 
times, you people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our 
refuge.” [NIV] “  We were blessed this year to have 34 campers, 
preschool through eighth grade. 

6 preschool or kindergarten, 12 first-third graders, and 16 
fourth-eighth graders 

11 had fairly close Quaker connections, many had family or 
friend connections with a committee member 

16 were day campers and 18 were overnight campers 

Our 11 high school and college age counselors all had come as 
campers and all but one of them were returning counselors.  
These young people were a huge blessing to us, and it is 
obvious that the love between them and the campers flows in 
both directions.  These young folks took on a lot of 
responsibilities and have a huge role in making the camp run 
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smoothly, and help the children have a fun, safe and blessed 
time with us in a myriad of ways.  They each worked hard to 
change work schedules so they could be at camp as much as 
possible.  Two adult counselors spent each night in the 
dormitory with the high school/college age counselors and the 
campers.   

Some Friends may not know that work among committee 
members and other interested Friends begins months before 
the start of camp, praying about it, discerning the overall 
theme, deciding which crafts to do, determining crafts and 
collecting and purchasing craft supplies, coordinating with 
Olney about facilities, baking and purchasing snacks, 
assembling s’mores packets, working out the schedule for the 
camp, reaching out to campers and counselors, and so much 
more.  These Friends rely on and seek God’s help with all of 
this, and feel strengthened by Him in it.  They, and the Lord, are 
integral to making camp a wonderful Christian outreach to so 
many children.  We feel our committee size is adequate for the 
work that is laid before us, but would love to hear from any 
Friends interested in joining us.  We would feel especially 
blessed if those who feel led to join us would be able to spend 
each night with the campers. 

Our theme “Trust in God” was reflected in Bible classes, TAG 
cards (time alone with God), singing, crafts, stories and prayer 
times.  We sing songs together each morning during morning 
meeting and in the evening also.  We have many old favorite 
songs that the children love, like “Spring forth, O Well”.  This 
year, in line with our theme, we began to learn a new song 
“Trust and Obey”.   

Our mornings at camp were filled with singing, TAG cards, Bible 
classes, and crafts under the tent outside.  Our afternoons 
began with “FOB time” (flat on back, i.e. resting).  Choosing this 
year to stay on the Olney campus, afternoons continued with 
engaging the children in fun water games and the slip and slide, 
allowing for some cooling in the 90-degree heat.  Second Day 
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evening was a joyful hot dog roast/potluck in the locust grove 
with Stillwater Meeting Friends, family members of campers 
and those attending camp.  As we always do, we had a 
wonderful time together eating delicious foods, visiting, 
singing, playing, and relaxing with each other.  And as it did last 
year, a thunderstorm threatened toward the end, cutting our 
outside activities short, but we re-convened in the dorm to sing 
with flute accompaniment.  We returned to the locust grove on 
Third Day evening for s’mores.  

This report so far hopefully gives Friends a taste of what 
happened in camp this year, who made it happen, and some 
statistics too.  But the real story of Christian Education Camp is 
in the smaller spontaneous interactions that showed us that 
Christ and His lovingkindness were present with us all these 
four days in June.  Things like how some of the many campers 
who were new to camp this year and were kind of shy at the 
beginning - were welcomed and folded in with the other 
children so easily.  One family of four girls who were new 
ranged in age from preschool to sixth grade and it was obvious 
that the sixth grader was looking out for her three younger 
siblings, but during the camp, other children seemed to do that 
naturally and each girl made friends with others their own age.  
Some new this year day campers had such a good time that 
they told their parents they wanted to stay overnight next year.  
Some children spontaneously gave up their chair sometimes so 
others could sit.  Another teenage boy who was new to camp 
seemed to take great pride in getting the marshmallows for 
s’mores perfectly roasted for one of our committee members.   

The slip and slide was a great success exemplified by the happy 
squeals of the children, but also the easy way the younger 
counselors were with each other and the kids - clamoring for 
J.J. (nephew of Debora Taber) to go down the slide, which he 
did with great gusto.  Before each morning meeting, the 
children were given the chapter and verse of one of our theme 
verses (Psalm 62:8, Proverbs 3:5-6, and others) and needed to 
find those in their Bibles and copy them down on index cards 
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that were read at morning meeting.  Seeing some children who 
did not know how to find things in a Bible quietly try to do this 
and learn how to do so, with counselors and others available to 
help if needed, was a wonderful thing to observe.  They had 
other chances to write these verses during craft time.  The two 
nights in the locust grove around the campfire were highlights 
with community as well.  So were special impromptu one-on-
one interactions with children, the joyous way children who 
knew each other from previous years greeted each other and 
greeted adult helpers the year in between melting away, the 
number of responses Marie got each day to her “name that 
wildflower” contest (prize was recognition only), and so much 
more. 

The campers, youth counselors, adult camp counselors, C.E.C. 
committee members want to thank the many people who 
made camp possible this year through their many prayers, their 
financial donations and their material help.  We were blessed 
to receive monetary donations from Rockingham and Salem 
Upper Springfield Monthly Meetings plus several donations 
from individuals. Christian Education Camp is by design not 
widely publicized, word of mouth being very important, but we 
feel it truly is a treasure for the yearly meeting as a means of 
Christian outreach.  We are grateful for all the support from 
Friends and feel buoyed by the sense that Christ has given us 
this opportunity for ministry to children and youth in a way 
which allows them to learn about Him and feel His love as it is 
manifested in everyone’s love for each other, in Scripture, and 
in peace and belonging.  When bumps in the road happen 
during camp, we are grateful beyond measure for the way God 
always provides a solution. and we know that much of this is 
because of the many prayers that lift up Christian Education 
Camp.  Thank you all for your support. 

In the love Christ Jesus, 

Christian Education Camp Committee (Constance Bair-
Thompson, Margaret Marie Bundy, Micaela Shavonne Drewitt, 
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Kathleen M. Kovalick, Debora Hope Taber, Johanna Mae 
Rockwell, and Lily Rockwell Vedder) 

Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends 
A report from the Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends was 

read.   One Friend noted that both the Conservative Friend 

Newsletter and the Gathering were instrumental in bringing him 

to Ohio Yearly Meeting.  

Friends accepted the report with gratitude.   

 Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends 
Committee 

"Jesus took the five loaves and two fish and, 
looking up to heaven, he thanked God for the 
food. He divided the bread and gave it to his 
followers for them to give to the people. All the 
people ate and were satisfied." Mark 6:39-42 

John 6:48-51 At another time Jesus said, "I am 
the bread that gives life. Your ancestors ate the 
manna in the desert, but still they died. Here is 
the bread that comes down from heaven. 
Anyone who eats this bread will never die. I am 
the living bread that came down from heaven. 
Anyone who eats this bread will live forever. 
This bread is my flesh, which I will give up so 
that the world may have life." 

Our General Gathering of Conservative Friends 
has been meeting biannually. This year was the 
off year. We plan to hold our next Gathering for 
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Conservative Friends & those of like mind in 
Sixth Month 20-23 of 2025.  

We have someone in mind to edit The 
Conservative Friend, but that Friend has not yet 
given us his decision. We pray that someone will 
come forward as a potential editor. We are still 
getting inquiries about the paper. We are eager 
to see the paper published again. The online 
publication will be free as well as one 
publication to each Monthly Meeting. Friends 
preferring a hard copy subscription would need 
to pay a fee to cover the expense of printing & 
mailing. 

We are looking forward in prayerful anticipation 
to the worship and fellowship at next year’s 
gathering of conservative Friends, & those of 
like mind.  

                     For the Committee,  

                              Nancy Hawkins 

 

Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends 

Financial Report for 06-30-2023 through 06-30-2024 

The Conservative Friend account 

Starting Balance (06-30-2023)……………… 596.76 

Expenditures………………………………….. .00 
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Income:    Interest……………………………. .00 

Balance in TCF account…………………….. $596.76 

 

Gathering Account 

Starting Balance (06-30-2023)…………………… 3701.50 

Income:  

 OYM Allocation..…………………………... 25.00 

 Deposit meals/lodging (owed from 23).. 203.00 

  
Total income 228.00 

  
Expenditures:   (Gathering 23)……………..  

 Payment to O F S   meals/lodging                                   2334.00   

 Payment to Stillwater Meeting Camping                          36.00    

  
Total Expenses 2370.00 

 
income minus expenses -2142.00 

  
Balance in Gathering account..…………… $ 1559.50 

 

WFCF respectfully requests  $ 25.00 for each account 
for the upcoming years activities. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon A. Helms 
Treasurer  

Memorial Committee  

There was no Memorial Committee report this year.   It was noted 

that the Memorial for Bill Taber is still in draft form.  
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Printing Committee 
A report from the Printing Committee was read and accepted.  

Printing Committee Report to Ohio Yearly Meeting 
 
Members of the printing committee proofread the 2023 Yearly 
Meeting minutes with great diligence before submitting the 
final draft to John Morgan at Raven Rocks Press for publication 
in Tenth Month, 2023.  The digital version, minus the directory, 
was posted on the Yearly Meeting website, and the printed 
minute books were distributed to Monthly Meetings.  The costs 
for printing and distributing the minute books are detailed 
below.  No other projects were laid before the committee this 
year. 

We are grateful to feel Christ’s leading us through the work of 
sharing the records of Ohio Yearly Meeting’s activities and 
ministries. Our current committee membership of eight has 
been sufficient. 

Submitted on behalf of the Printing Committee, 
Anne Marie Taber, clerk 
 

Costs of 2023 Minutes 

Description Quantity Price Amount 

Printing 151 4.93854 $745.72 

Raven Rocks Press 4 25 $100.00 

Shipping to Yearly Meeting 

Clerk (distributed at 

Representative Meeting) 1 120.61 $120.61 

Shipping to Crossroads 1 8.42 $8.42 

Shipping to Ways Meet 1 7.67 $7.67 

Total 
  

$982.42 
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We spent a few moments in worship and adjourned, intending to 

gather again in the afternoon. 

Sixth Day Afternoon Session, 8/9 

The Lord is merciful and loving, 

    slow to become angry and full of constant love. 

He does not keep on rebuking; 

    He is not angry forever. 

He does not punish us as we deserve 

    or repay us according to our sins and wrongs. 

As high as the sky is above the earth, 

    so great is his love for those who honor him. 

As far as the east is from the west, 

    so far does he remove our sins from us. 

As a father is kind to his children, 

    so the Lord is kind to those who honor him. 

He knows what we are made of; 

    he remembers that we are dust. 

As for us, our life is like grass. 

We grow and flourish like a wild flower; 

   then the wind blows on it, and it is gone— 

   no one sees it again. 

But for those who honor the Lord, his love lasts forever, 

    and his goodness endures for all generations. 

 

Psalms 103:8-17  

There is no rigidity in lovingly coming together to discover what 

God is doing to us.  We feel it.  We know it.  It contains a depth 

and power that the world wants and needs.  It is the tender meek 

spirit of our Lord.  It is the Love of God that is in Christ Jesus, our 

Lord.   

Ministry and Oversight 
The Meeting of Ministry and Oversight has sent us a message for 

which we are grateful.  The report was appreciated, even as some 

emendations were pointed out.  These will be addressed before 

publication of these minutes.  
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Report to Ohio Yearly Meeting from 

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Ministry and Oversight 

Eighth Month 9, 2024 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

As we met together this week, we heard and reflected on our 

three quarterly meetings’ answers to our queries.  Here is a 

sample: 

 

“In Christ there is no East or West, in Him no North or 

South.” We note the growing roles of online participation in 

many of our regular meetings for worship and sense that 

there is more outreach occurring in our monthly meetings 

than in previous years.  We credit both the outward Zoom 

capabilities and the inward activity of the Spirit of Christ. 

We delight in listening together, learning together, and 

growing together in our desire and ability to serve our Lord, 

Jesus Christ, beyond our geographic areas.  

 

Nevertheless, we recognize that some of us are 

uncomfortable with the cameras and microphones needed 

for Zoom, and perhaps also with what feels like too rapid 

change.  We have guarded our beliefs and ways for 

generations.  Are they all to be lost?  As ministers, elders, 

and overseers, we feel a responsibility toward all persons – 

from those who have been members for decades to those 

who have come among us very recently.    

 

In the Bible study of one of our meetings, Friends have been 

following the Book of Acts, which describes communities 

being transformed in a Love they never knew before. We 

note that the Spirit of the Lord worked among Christ’s 

followers not only in the past, including among early 

Friends, but is also here today. We in OYM are on the living 

edge of the Holy Spirit breaking into our lives with divine 

Love. 

 

A related area of growth among us, especially in Stillwater 

Quarter, is in bilingual communication (Spanish as well as 



88 

English).  Our Book of Discipline has been translated into 

Spanish, and in Stillwater MM each Advice is read aloud in 

both languages. 

 

We urged each other to move beyond an explanation of our 

traditional faith and practice in negative terms (no paid 

ministers, no water baptism, etc.) to the positive (Christ 

leads our worship services, frequent baptism by the Holy 

Spirit, etc.) “Oh, Lord, may all who come among us, and 

with them, all of us, know your living Presence and come to 

know Your Name.” 

 

At our Fifth Day meeting, we were visited by Jon Watts, a 

member of Philadelphia Y.M. who has a concern to make 

Quaker ways more broadly known among the public.  He told us 

of his hopes and addressed our various questions.  We felt 

moved to name an ad hoc committee, with at least one member 

from each of our monthly meetings, to bring the details of our 

time with Jon back to their meetings and seek everyone’s 

insights. 

 

In our reflections following our meeting with Jon, we felt God’s 

Holy Spirit and loving care with us.  Here is a sample of the 

messages given by M&O members: 

Elijah was surprised to find God in a small voice in stillness.  

Jonah headed the other way from where God had told him to go, 

but was foiled in his escape by God’s whale.  God’s Spirit is 

already here.  That Holy Spirit is not intimidated by our 

ignorance or closed hearts.  

 

“My sheep hear my Voice.”  God gathers his friends in silence, 

so that we may love him, so that we may know his love for us, 

and so that we may love each other. 

 

I was not raised a Quaker.  My experience among Friends 

started in an East Coast FGC meeting. My experience was 

changed by a panel at an FGC gathering on the topic of “Why 

Do We Dress Plain.”  Some panelists admitted to worrying that 

speaking on that topic at an FCG gathering would be difficult 

for them, but they trusted God and spoke forth.  Their testimony 
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brought me to OYM.  We do have something special to offer 

other Quakers and other people in general.  We should not hide 

that Light under a bushel. 

 

In the Love and Life with which we are all so richly blessed, 

 

Susan Smith, Clerk 

Burton Doudna, Assistant Clerk 

  

Committee to Support and Coordinate Outreach 
A report from the Committee to Support and Coordinate 

Outreach was read.   We recognized the need to bring our website 

technology into the current era.  The report and the work of the 

committee was appreciated.  One example of this work is Seth 

Hinshaw’s Historical Atlas having been published on the website.  

2024 Report of the Committee to Support and 
Coordinate Outreach 

The committee has met every six weeks 
throughout the year.   At the Monthly Meeting level, 
where all true outreach (ongoing proclamation of the 
gospel and engaging interaction with seekers) must occur, 
there has been a continuing life and growth of outreach 
work.  More Meetings are now accessible online as well as 
in person, for business as well as for worship.  An 
important function of our committee is to exchange, 
among our Meetings, our leadings and experience in 
outreach to our next-door neighbors as well as to those at 
a distance. 

Our podcast platform continues to grow and to see 
encouraging activity.     

Our Book of Discipline is now available online in 
English and Spanish, and is copy protected.  A podcast 
series of the reading of the full Discipline has been 
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completed.  Bill Taber’s The Eye of Faith is in progress.  A 
reading and discussion of A Brief Synopsis of the Principles 
and Testimonies of the Religious Society of Friends is 
being published podcast form soon.    

Seth Hinshaw’s Historic Atlas of Ohio Yearly 
Meeting is now posted on the website. 

We have seen a decline in contact by seekers 
through the website.   Slow progress is being made to try 
to make the website more inviting and engaging and we 
have undertaken an increased focus on visibility and 
outreach through social media.  We see the need to 
obtain professional assistance in the complexities of 
making our witness readily found by those searching 
online for spiritual truth.  This need is reflected in our 
budget request. 

We will again seek insight from Ohio Yearly 
Meeting for Ministry and Oversight regarding the 
extension of gospel order and care for faith communities 
that are developing through online associations rather 
than through geographic proximity. 

We encourage Monthly Meetings to take the lead 
in outreach, remembering that the function of this 
committee is only to support and coordinate that 
outreach. 

 
Financial Report: 

Beginning balance 7-1-2023                                 $800.01 
Income- OYM                                                       + 200.00 
Total Available                                                       1,000.01 
Expenses-podcasts                                             -   174.00 
Ending balance     6-30-2024                                $826.01 
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Some expenses incurred in this fiscal year will not be paid 
until the next one.   

We ask for $300. from the yearly meeting 

for the committee, 
Conrad Lindes 

Friends Center Committee 
The Friends Center Committee reported on their work.  We 

enjoyed hearing about their activities and appreciated their 

report. 

Friends Center Report to OYM, 2024 

The Friends Center Committee is responsible for the care of the 
(formerly white, now gray) stucco house situated on the path 
between Stillwater Meetinghouse and Olney Friends School. 
The house serves as the physical headquarters of a ministry 
that is precious to us, "a place where we can explore, articulate, 
and share a faith that is both unprogrammed and Christian... in 
ways that are appropriate to the language and conditions of 
our own time, "  (from our Vision Statement).  The real center 
of this ministry is not the building.  It is the present encounter 
we have with the Living God, both individually and in 
community with one another. More and more we are 
discovering that this community can happen both when we are 
together in one place and when we are scattered around the 
globe. 

The house itself has been graced this past fall with a fresh 
covering in the form of a new metal roof, and the current 
project of repairing and repainting interior walls and ceilings 
has begun.  This work has been made possible by contributions 
of time and funds from people who have made use of the 
facility, with no additional fundraising having been necessary, 
though donations are always appreciated and put to good use. 
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We continue to grow in our capacity to host gatherings both 
locally and globally.  Ann Jerome, a Philadelphia Friend we have 
gotten to know through Pendle Hill, has joined us remotely as 
"tech host" for our hybrid in-person/online retreats. Ann shares 
a gift for facilitating a kind of spiritual intimacy across great 
distances that none of us even imagined not long ago.  During 
the past year we held two such gatherings. Ken Jacobsen led, 
“The Gospel as Pilgrimage: Walking the Way of Love with Jesus 
and One Another,” and Adria Gulizia and Constance Bair-
Thompson facilitated, “Encountering the Transforming Power 
and Love of Christ.”  Both were well attended and served to 
deepen personal relationships among those who participated 
and with Jesus.  The twice monthly online discussion of, 
“Traditional Quaker Christianity,” with Susan Smith and others 
has been enjoyed by experienced Friends and interested 
newcomers from near and far. 

In the coming year we anticipate three hybrid weekend 
gatherings in our usual format (6th Day evening through 1st 
Day morning with an invitation to attend a local OYM Friends 
meeting for worship on 1st Day).  “The Call to Prayer in 
Community,” “Finding Hope in Dark Times,” and “Becoming a 
Family of God,” are the themes being developed.  Details on 
these and perhaps other activities are posted on our website as 
they become available.  Visit oymfriendscenter.org.  

Locally, we continue to offer overnight hospitality to families 
and friends visiting Barnesville and to host birthday parties and 
other gatherings in the Taber Room.  Contact either Ken 
Jacobsen (program registrar) or David Male (housekeeper) for 
more information about availability. 

We do feel strongly the leading of the Lord in this work, and its 
consistency with and importance to the overall ministry of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting.  We are satisfied with the current size and 
make up of our committee, though we would love to hear from 
anyone feeling called to get more involved.  Thank you for this 
opportunity to serve our Lord Jesus Christ, Ohio Yearly Meeting, 
and those being drawn into fellowship with us. 
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Friends Center of Ohio Yearly Meeting 
Treasurer’s Report 

7/1/2023 - 6/30/2024 
$    3,181.05     Beginning Balance 7/1/2023 

Funds received  

$     6,985.00    Donations 

3.455.00     Event fees 

25.00     from Ohio Yearly Meeting 

$    10,465.00    Total funds received 

+ 696.06    Savings account closed and its balance 
transferred to FC checking account 

$    11,161.06    Total funds added to checking account 

Funds dispersed  

$     2,433.46     Utilities 

1,216.00     Event food, etc. 

5,646.00     Improvements - New roof, bookcases 

168.00     Maintenance 

$     9,463.46     Total funds dispersed 

$$   4,878.65     Ending balance 6/30/2024 

 
The Friends Center Committee:  Constance Bair-Thompson, 
John Benson, Burton Doudna, Ken Jacobsen, David Male, Diane 
Reynolds, Bob Rockwell, Richard Simon (emeritus), Jack Smith, 
Susan Smith (clerk), Fran Taber (emerita) 

 

Agenda Committee 
The Agenda Committee explained their efforts this year.   The 

report and effective work of this committee was appreciated. 
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Agenda Committee Report to Ohio Yearly Meeting of 
Friends 

Eighth Month 2024 

Once again, the Agenda Committee has worked together 
with great enthusiasm and diligence to craft an agenda for 
our yearly meeting sessions which we trust provides the 
right amount of time as well as the right timing - for all 
that Friends hope to address at yearly meeting.  Our 
committee works on a weekly basis for much of the early 
part of the year to arrive at the best agenda possible in a 
timely manner, in order to allow for it to be printed and 
sent to monthly meeting clerks and a digital copy 
uploaded to our OYM website. 

We feel a strong sense of the power of Christ leading us 
together in our work, which can manifest among us as a 
spirit of unity, Friendship and a can-do attitude in each of 
us as we work side by side.  We feel the size of our 
committee is useful for the work we are charged with 
doing. 

Having a Co-Convener has proven to be a great addition 
and help for our committee.  Please look into this for your 
committee.  You will be pleased at the support and help 
this gives to everyone. 

In the coming year, please send your ideas or suggestions 
to any of the committee members.  We want to 
accommodate and include as much as possible from you. 

Thank you for this opportunity to serve the Yearly 
Meeting in this way. 

In the love of Christ Jesus, 

The Agenda Committee: Charles Thomas Jr, Bridget 
Casterline, Sarah Parsons, Nancy Hawkins, David 
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Warrington, Robert Rockwell, Loisanne Rockwell, Conrad 
Lindes 

Co-Conveners: Constance Bair-Thompson, Sharon Helms 

 

Agenda Committee financial report  to OYM  
2024 

Starting Balance 6/30/2023 $3345.85 
Income  
 Deposits - donations/meals/rooms/camping                                         7540.00 
 Interest                                                                                                                   1.00 
 OYM allotment                                                                                                   25.00 
 Total income $7566.00 

Expenditures  
 Olney Friends School -deposit, campus use 

fee, sanitation fee          
1150.00 

 Olney Friends School  lodging/meals                                                       6129.00 
 Stillwater Meeting camping fees                                                                248.00 
 Background checks                                                                                              350.00 
 Total expenditures $7877.00 

Income minus expenses               -$311.00 

Current Balance 6/30/2024                                                                              $3034.85 

 
The Agenda Committee respectfully requests an allocation of $25.00. 

 

Ad Hoc Committee on Safety and Background 

Checks 

In Spring of this year, Our Representative Meeting appointed the 

Ad Hoc Committee on Safety and Background checks.  We heard a 

report on their discernment.  We deeply appreciated the amount 
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of work and time that went into researching and considering this 

difficult topic.   

The work of the committee resulted in a revision of the policy 

approved in 2015.    

We examined many details of the resulting policy and made 

adjustments to it.  We struggled with the suggestion that we drop 

our requirement to perform checks against the public sex offence 

registry for all who register for Yearly Meeting.   While we unite in 

Christ and our love for each other, we could not find unity on that 

one point.  The approved new policy therefore retains, for the 

moment, the current approach for registrants.   We expect to 

examine this issue again after having received more information.  

The Lord has generously provided our Peace committee with a 

resource to teach us more about the issue.  There may be 

openings such as a Yearly Meeting presentation to make  use of 

this resource in time for us to reconsider the question.  When we 

do, we will also consider how to disclose our policy in registration 

forms.  In the meantime, we ask the Agenda Committee to 

carefully consider how to word the registration form to conform 

with our concerns for integrity.  

The approved policy for our Yearly Meeting follows this report. 

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee for Safety and Background 
Checks 

This committee was appointed by Representative Meeting at 
their Fourth Month 20, 2024 meeting with the following 
recorded minute: 

“Having heard questions from the Agenda Committee 
seeking Ohio Yearly Meeting’s current background 
check policy, and from Friends concerned with the 
safety of all in our midst, it was agreed that 
Background Checks will be required for this year. 
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An “Ad Hoc committee, for Safety and Background 
Checks”, namely: David Warrington, Sylvia Thomas, 
Johanna Mae Rockwell, and Marie Bundy was 
appointed to look into these questions regarding 
background checks, and any other issues the 
committee deems to be important. The said 
committee will report back to Ohio Yearly Meeting in 
Eighth month, 2024, with their recommendations”. 

The inquiry of the Agenda Committee to Representative 
Meeting included the following: 

“There have been committees wondering about the 
Safety Policy including Background checks for those 
working with youth/children during OYM events. On 
behalf of the agenda committee, questions of 
frequency arose during our sessions and being unable 
(after much seeking) to determine a current policy, 
we are seeking guidance on: 

• Frequency of said background checks 

• How they are to be stored as they are private and 
confidential documents. 

• How we are to dispose of them when no longer 
needed.” 

In asking for clarification about the “Safety Policy” of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting, the Agenda Committee is referring to the 
Eighth Month, 2015, Ohio Yearly Meeting minute accepting the 
proposal of Ministry and Oversight for “Safety Guidelines for 
Participation at Ohio Yearly Meeting Annual Sessions”.  The 
recorded minute included the statement: “Friends were in unity 
with the proposal, focusing our intent on protecting innocent 
children.”  Following are those 2015 guidelines, as originally 
approved: 

“We believe that God values and cherishes every soul, 
and that Christ’s redeeming sacrifice is full and 
sufficient for the redemption of every person who 
repents and sincerely seeks forgiveness and healing. 
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However, we also recognize a moral obligation to try 
to assure that Ohio Yearly Meeting Annual Sessions 
are a safe and nurturing place in a world which is not 
always safe and nurturing.  The presence of persons 
convicted of crimes of violence, drug abuse or sexual 
abuse can present a serious threat, particularly to 
children and youth.  In addition, being in the presence 
of potential victims can present an overwhelming 
temptation. 

(Friends may quite properly be led to reach out to 
such individuals in other situations, encouraging 
repentance and reform, but such outreach should 
never place tender Friends at risk or present 
temptations to the offender.) 

To prevent opportunities for abuse or harm: 

• All registrants to OYM will be checked against 
public records of sexual offenders. 

• Designated leaders of children and youth groups 
should have background checks. 

• Always have at least two adults working with 
children and youth. 

• No child or youth should ever be alone with fewer 
than two adults, except for an approved 
counseling situation. 

• Children should be encouraged to talk to an adult 
about any situation or incident that makes then 
uncomfortable. 

• Children should not be released to another person 
other than their parents or guardian without 
written permission. 

When a person has been found to have a criminal 
record, or if there appears to be serious reason for 
concern about an individual, OYM’s Ministry and 
Oversight or a designated committee will determine 
how much involvement the person may have in 
meeting activities. Investigation should include finding 
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out the exact charge and conviction. Discussion with 
the parole or probation officer can provide helpful 
information. 

Monthly Meetings of OYM are encouraged to use 
these suggestions to safeguard and protect those 
attending. 

Our prayer is to be a servant to the most high God, 
that each member of our body shares an obligation to 
remain prayerfully open that the Lord will open our 
discernment for the protection and nurture of His 
children.” 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

Over the course of three months this committee met five times 
to consider our charge from Representative Meeting.  We have 
found the questions posed by the Agenda Committee 
concerning background checks for “designated leaders of 
children and youth groups” the most straight forward to 
address and this committee proposes the following 
modifications to the 2015 OYM Guidelines: 

• Designated adult leaders of children and youth groups, 
that will be working directly with youth, should have 
background checks performed when appointed or 
volunteering, and every three years, when working with 
Junior Yearly Meeting and\or Young Friends as well as 
Christian Education Camp.   

• Background checks should be obtained by each 
individual adult leader and should include, at a 
minimum, an “Identity History Summary” from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).  Instructions to 
request a summary, the steps to take, and the cost can 
be found on the FBI website at www.fbi.gov.  These 
reports can take a few weeks to obtain so advanced 
planning and attention is necessary. 

http://www.fbi.gov/
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o State level background checks can be added 
but are not a substitute for the FBI “Identity 
History Summary”. 

o In Ohio, information can be found on the 
Attorney General website at 
www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov.  Attorney 
Generals of other states may have similar 
information. 

o We have heard from some Yearly Meeting 
members that they have been able to receive 
assistance obtaining a background check 
through a local school district or law 
enforcement agency, but we have also heard 
this assistance is not uniformly available in all 
communities. 

• Once obtained, each individual should submit their 
background check report to the Clerk of the Ministry 
and Oversight Committee. 

• When the Clerk of the Ministry and Oversight 
Committee has reviewed the report and found no items 
of concern, or that require attention of the M&O 
committee, they should return the report to the 
individual submitting it (or delete it if in electronic 
form).  A copy should not be retained by anyone, other 
than the individual submitting the report, after it is 
reviewed. 

o The Clerk should maintain a record of having 
reviewed the report for an individual and the 
date of having done so. 

When there are “spur-of-the-moment” volunteers that 
generously offer assistance in programs involving youth and 
young children, this Ad Hoc committee believes it is both 
impractical and unnecessary to require a background check.  
These spontaneous volunteers should be reminded of, and 
aware of, the existing guidelines that we should always have at 
least two adults working with children and youth at all times for 
the safety and protection of all involved. 

http://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/
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The operation of Christian Education Camp has, for many years, 
included the participation\assistance of college and high school 
aged “counselors” and “junior counselors”.  These volunteers 
are not appointed through the Yearly Meeting committee 
process but provide, not only active leadership at the camp, but 
also act as youthful role models for younger campers; their 
potential importance, influence, impact, and responsibility 
should not be overlooked.  This Ad Hoc committee has not 
been able to confirm, but we believe, it may not be possible to 
obtain background checks for individuals under the age of 18.  
The committee believes the current practice of careful 
screening of individuals in these rolls should be documented by 
adding the following guideline: 

• Non-adult leaders, such as young camp counselors or 
assistants, should be carefully screened for their role in 
Ohio Yearly Meeting programs through the use of 
letters of recommendation, interviews, and\or personal 
familiarity.  These young leaders should also be 
“trained” in the established safety guidelines intended 
to prevent any abuse or harm of children and youth 
participating in Yearly Meeting programs. 

This committee did want to express a discomfort with, and 
question the value of, the first bulleted guideline in the 2015 
“Safety Guidelines” minute, stating that: “All registrants to OYM 
will be checked against public records of sexual offenders.” 

We believe this policy is not openly known to attenders or 
registrants and therefore lacks the aspiration of truthfulness 
and Christian love we profess to be seeking.  We are concerned 
that, when more openly stated, this policy sends a message to 
others that Ohio Yearly Meeting annual sessions are not a 
welcoming gathering; we seem to be reacting from fear rather 
than trust and Christian love.  Attenders at our annual sessions 
are small in number and generally reasonably well known to 
others in attendance and therefore, of low risk to others during 
our time of gathering.   
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In doing some research reading for our committee work, we 
encountered the following data about sexual abuse: 1) Less 
than 10% of sexual abusers will ever encounter the criminal 
justice system and therefore, background checks will not 
expose them and 2) 90% of sexual abuse victims are abused by 
someone they already know and trust. 

While the process of checking registrants’ names for presence 
on the National Sex Offender Public Website is not difficult, this 
policy item is not clear on the guidance of what should be done 
if a registrant is found to be in the offender database.  Do we 
not allow them to attend?  Do we create a “committee” to 
monitor their activity while attending our sessions?  Do we 
announce their presence among us and on the offenders list?  
Some attenders never bother to register and may not be 
checked against the database.  If someone has registered late, 
and is found to be in the database, is there enough time for 
Ministry and Oversight to investigate their situation?  Is 
Ministry and Counsel prepared, and skilled, to investigate?  Do 
we assume in addition to their attendance in worshiping with 
us, that they have intentions of harm to us?  Do the risks we 
believe we are actually exposed to, warrant this policy? 

This Ad Hoc committee would recommend to Ohio Yearly 
Meeting that the policy of checking all registrants to Ohio 
Yearly Meeting annual sessions against public records of sexual 
offenders be set aside. It seems to be of little value in 
identifying safety risks, and sends a message of distrust of 
visitors, as well as members, joining us.   

This Ad Hoc committee did consider the instruction from 
Representative Meeting to “…look into…any other issues the 
committee deems to be important.”  We did spend some time 
discussing if there were other important safety matters for 
which we should formulate recommendations for the Yearly 
Meeting.  We touched on general safety topics such as: posting 
emergency procedures for medical, storm, or fire events, 
controlled or limited access to Yearly Meeting or Olney Friends 
School facilities, responding to an unwelcomed intruder to our 
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gatherings, establishing a “buddy system” for Friends feeling a 
need for support\assistance.  While these are possible concerns 
individuals might have, and worthy of more careful 
consideration, we concluded that they were beyond our charge 
and the availability of time to adequately consider before the 
Yearly Meeting sessions in Eighth Month. 

We would like to recommend that Ministry and Oversight 
continue to be sensitive to, and consider reviewing all aspects 
of safety for Yearly Meeting attenders.  As stated in our Book of 
Discipline: “Overseers take responsibility for the Meeting’s care 
over the welfare of Friends.” 

We have attached a compilation of the recommendations of 
this Ad Hoc Committee for Safety and Background Checks.  
They have been incorporated into the bullet points of the 2015 
minute of Ohio Yearly Meeting.  If approved by the Yearly 
Meeting, we leave it to the discretion of the Clerk whether to 
read the recommended compilation or simply include it into 
the printed minutes of this year’s sessions as a complete 
record. 

David Warrington, Sylvia Thomas, JoMae Rockwell, and Marie 
Bundy 

 

Approved Safety Guidelines for Participation at Ohio 

Yearly Meeting Annual Sessions 

We believe that God values and cherishes every soul, and that 

Christ’s redeeming sacrifice is full and sufficient for the 

redemption of every person who repents and sincerely seeks 

forgiveness and healing.  

However, we also recognize a moral obligation to try to assure 

that Ohio Yearly Meeting Annual Sessions are a safe and nurturing 

place in a world which is not always safe and nurturing.  The 

presence of persons convicted of crimes of violence, drug abuse 

or sexual abuse can present a serious threat, particularly to 
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children and youth.  In addition, being in the presence of potential 

victims can present an overwhelming temptation. 

(Friends may quite properly be led to reach out to such individuals 

in other situations, encouraging repentance and reform, but such 

outreach should never place tender Friends at risk or present 

temptations to the offender.) 

To reduce opportunities for abuse or harm: 

• Always have at least two adults working with children and 

youth.  

• No child or youth will ever be alone with fewer than two 

adults, except for an approved counseling situation.  

• Children shall be encouraged to talk to an adult about any 

situation or incident that makes them uncomfortable.  

• Children shall not be released to another person other 

than their custodial parents or guardian without written 

permission.  

• Designated adult leaders of children and youth groups, 

that will be working directly with youth, must have 

background checks performed when appointed or 

volunteering, and every three years following, when 

working with Junior Yearly Meeting and\or Young Friends 

as well as Christian Education Camp.   

• Background checks shall be obtained by each individual 

adult leader and should include, at a minimum, an 

“Identity History Summary” from the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI).  Instructions to request a summary, 

the steps to take, and the cost can be found on the FBI 

website at www.fbi.gov.  These reports can take a few 

weeks to obtain so advanced planning and attention is 

necessary.  

http://www.fbi.gov/
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o State level background checks can be added but 

are not a substitute for the FBI “Identity History 

Summary”.  

o In Ohio, information can be found on the Attorney 

General website at 

www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov.  Attorney 

Generals of other states may have similar 

information.  

o We have heard from some Yearly Meeting 

members that they have been able to receive 

assistance obtaining a background check through 

a local school district or law enforcement agency, 

but we have also heard, this assistance is not 

uniformly available in all communities.  

• Once obtained, each individual must submit their 

background check report to the Clerk of the Meeting for 

Ministry and Oversight (or a member of M&O designated 

by the Clerk) and submit a receipt to the Agenda 

Committee for reimbursement.   

• When the Clerk (or a member of M&O designated by the 

Clerk) of the Meeting for Ministry and Oversight has 

reviewed the report and found no items of concern, or 

that require attention of the M&O committee, they shall 

return the report to the individual submitting it (or delete 

it if in electronic form).  A copy shall not be retained by 

anyone other than the individual submitting the report, 

after it is reviewed.   

o The Clerk (or a member of M&O designated by 

the Clerk) shall maintain a record of having 

reviewed the report for an individual and the date 

of having done so.  The Clerk shall report to the 

convener of the children’s program that the check 

has been completed.   

• Non-adult leaders, such as young camp counselors or 

assistants, shall be carefully screened for their role in Ohio 
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Yearly Meeting programs through the use of letters of 

recommendation, interviews, and\or personal familiarity.  

These young leaders shall also be “trained” in the 

established safety guidelines intended to prevent any 

abuse or harm of children and youth participating in 

Yearly Meeting programs.   

• All registrants to OYM will be checked against public 

records of sexual offenders.   

When a person has been found to have a criminal record, or when 

there appears to be serious reason for concern about an 

individual, OYM’s Ministry and Oversight or a designated 

committee will determine how much involvement the person may 

have in meeting activities.  Investigation will include meeting with 

the person to discuss the charges, convictions and penalties and 

the path that has been subsequently followed.  Discussion with 

the parole or probation officer can provide helpful information.  

Monthly Meetings of OYM are encouraged to use these 

suggestions to safeguard and protect those attending.  

Our prayer is to be a servant to the most high God, that each 

member of our body shares an obligation to remain prayerfully 

open that the Lord will open our discernment for the protection 

and nurture of His children.  

 

We paused in our work for the silent worship of God and then 

adjourned to conclude our business in the morning.  

Concluding Session, Morning 8/10 

Jesus asked, “Who touched me?” 

Everyone denied it, and Peter said, “Master, the people are all 

around you and crowding in on you.” 
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But Jesus said, “Someone touched me, for I knew it when power 

went out of me.” The woman saw that she had been found out, 

so she came trembling and threw herself at Jesus' feet.  There 

in front of everybody, she told him why she had touched him 

and how she had been healed at once.  Jesus said to her, “My 

daughter, your faith has made you well.  Go in peace.”. 

Luke 8:45-48 

We were reminded that God calls on us not to worry about things 

of the earth.  It is His good  pleasure to bring us the Kingdom.  As 

we experience His kingdom now, His goodness is sometimes more 

than we can bear.  He has given us so much.  Our view is so 

different from that of the world.  We ask Him to share what we 

have and not hinder our sharing of joy and Spirit with others.  We 

ask Him to give us the strength and wisdom to take advantages of 

the opportunities He gives us to  be kind, caring, supportive and 

friendly.  We must be willing to be obedient and faithful to who 

He calls us to be. 

One Friend read a quote upon the closing of our worship which 

was felt should be included with these minutes.  

“There is a Spirit which I feel that delights to do no evil, nor to 

revenge any wrong, but delights to endure all things, in hope to 

enjoy its own in the end. Its hope is to outlive all wrath and 

contention, and to weary out all exaltation and cruelty, or 

whatsoever is of nature contrary to itself.  It sees to the end of all 

temptations.  As it bears no evil in itself, so it conceives none in 

thoughts to any other. If it be betrayed, it bears it, for its ground 

and spring is the mercies and forgiveness of God.  Its crown is 

meekness, its life is everlasting love unfeigned; it takes its kingdom 

with entreaty and not with contention, and keeps it by lowliness of 

mind. In God alone it can rejoice, though none else regard it or can 

own its life.”  
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Ad Hoc Committee for Children at Yearly Meeting 

In 2022, an ad hoc committee was appointed to address the issue 

of children at Yearly Meeting.   They did not feel a release from 

this work for 2023.  At that time this body agreed that they should 

continue their efforts into 2024 and that clearness with their 

status would be sought at this Yearly Meeting. 

In order to be prepared for the possibility that families and 

children might come among us, the meeting agreed  that the 

committee should continue and be formed as a full standing 

committee.   We feel there should be Friends ready with training 

and background checks to fulfill this need.  

The committee shall be known as The Committee for Youth at 

Yearly Meeting.  The term on this committee shall be two years.  

The meeting agreed that Dianne Herzog and Earl Smith should 

begin service on this committee, along with other members of the 

Ad Hoc Committee.   We ask the Nominating Committee to adjust 

their records accordingly. 

We ask the Agenda Committee to consider the possibility of Fun 

Faith and Fellowship or other events, taking the pulse of the 

Yearly Meeting as it progresses. 

We deeply appreciate all the work that has been done by this 

committee over the past few years.  We profited greatly from the 

energy and commitment they dedicated to the task and sincerely 

thank them for their service. 
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Ad Hoc Committee for Youth at Yearly Meeting 2024 Report 

 
The Ad Hoc Committee on Youth at Yearly Meeting had a few 
wrap-up meetings to consider what worked well in Junior 
Yearly Meeting, and our first Saturday Celebration of 
Friendship. 

We received positive feedback from many sources including 
Representative Meeting, which was greatly appreciated. 

Since then, the committee has learned from families and 
Agenda Committee that there will probably not be children to 
care for at this 2024 yearly meeting.  Also, some committee 
members are transitioning off, or are unable to be active this 
year. 

Sylvia Thomas, Constance Bair-Thompson and Tom Roberts 
have agreed to be "on-call" in the event that some children are 
present during yearly meeting sessions. In that event, 
additional help from parents or volunteers would possibly be 
needed to provide two adults. 

Question: The Committee asks the Yearly Meeting whether this 
Ad Hoc committee continues to have purpose and to be needed.  

Should the Ad Hoc Committee for OYM Youth return to being a 
standing committee for Junior Yearly Meeting? If the 
Committee should continue, are there one or two more Friends 
who feel this concern and would join the committee. 

There is some suggestion that there may be youngsters who 
would like to attend Jr Yearly Meeting in 2025. 

In another year, it is possible that JoMae Rockwell will be 
available to help in some way. 

Sylvia Thomas, Ellerie Brownfain, Tom Roberts are willing to 
hold themselves available to help with a Junior Yearly Meeting 
when needed. 

David Male, Samuel Wilber, Martha Wilber and Sarah Parsons 
ask to be released from the Ad Hoc Committee for OYM Youth. 
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Constance Bair-Thompson may be available at times during the 
week. She has more interest in Seventh Day activities for all 
ages. 

Earl Smith would like to see the Committee continue. 

With a small core of adults who are willing to organize Jr Yearly 
Meeting, and to get Background Checks, we think a Youth 
Committee might be useful going forward. It is likely that 
volunteers would still be needed in 2025 to cover some 
sessions; and we remind everyone that it is a commitment the 
Yearly Meeting makes, to keep children safe by having two 
adults present at all times. Please let the Committee (by Ad Hoc 
or some other name) know your willingness to give a couple of 
hours. 

•   •   •   • 

This year, we plan to supply the ingredients for enjoying crafts, 
games, sharing our stories and listening to music, on Seventh 
Day after the conclusion of Business. Hopefully an afternoon of 
this sort of fun and fellowship could continue each year to 
come, with the help of volunteers. 

Many Friends would like to see the Seventh Day activities 
continue in some form: Fun, Faith & Fellowship or such. It 
would be easier on those working with youth to pass this 
project on to others. Probably, fellowship over games, crafts, 
singing and music does not require a committee to organize it?  

Question: Do Friends want to continue having "Fun, Faith and 
Fellowship" from about 2-4:30 on seventh day; and is a 
committee needed to handle it if we do? 

 

Epistles to Iowa and North Carolina Yearly Meetings. 

We heard some additions to our general epistle in order to make 
them suitable for delivery to Iowa and North Carolina Yearly 
Meetings.   The additions were appreciated and approved. 
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The following was added near the end of the Epistle to Iowa 
Yearly Meeting, Conservative… 
 
We were blessed to receive your epistle and hear about your 
rich time together in your sessions at Scattergood School this 
year. It was delightful to hear about storytelling with 
Scattergood students, music as community, your peace work 
and Scattergood’s earth friendly farm program. We thank you 
for your warm welcome and loving care of our Friend John 
Jeremiah Edminster, who brought back a glowing report of the 
spirit of love that binds Iowa Friends together, which was 
palpable and embracing to him. We are especially grateful for 
Jon Shafer’s presence here with us. His love, wisdom, 
willingness to share his experience and ask good questions are 
a gift. May the link between us be held tenderly in the Light of 
Christ, and continue with more such friendly visits. 
 
 

 

The following was added near the end of the Epistle to North 
Carolina Yearly Meeting, Conservative… 
 
We are especially blessed to receive  your epistle to us and hear 
of the Lord’s work and fellowship among you.   Thank you for 
your loving care for our members who have visited you, and for 
the presence once again of Friend Nancy Craft with us at our 
sessions this week.  We were also delighted to learn that our 
members Eileen Kinch and Sarah Parsons shared the facing 
bench with Hannah Hobson when Conservative Friends led 
worship at the FWCC World Gathering of Friends in South 
Africa.  May our Dear Lord provide many more opportunities 
for us to share His Love and care with one another. 
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Technical Support Committee 
A report from the clerks of the Technical Support Committee was 

read.  We accepted their report with appreciation. 

Technical Support Committee 2024 Annual Report 
 
Technical Support Committee 2024 Annual Report 

The Technical Support Committee continues to function 
primarily on an as needed basis to help meetings and 
committees establish and enhance an online presence, 
particularly via ZOOM. 

We are also considering how to simplify and standardize how 
minutes and other records are archived and accessed on the 
cloud. 

Our function is an advisory one to meetings and committees. 
Assistance from the committee may be limited by the 
availability of volunteers and/or materials. 

We are aware of the need for a major improvement of the 
audio capabilities for our annual sessions and request $1,000 to 
be use to accomplish that improvement. 

Dave Casterline and Conrad Lindes 
 

  Audit and Budget 

We heard a report from the Audit and Budget Committee.  We 

appreciated their hard work in Auditing and establishing our 

budget. 

The Meeting approved an additional $1,000 for the Technical 

Support Committee.   We added a line for The Committee for 

Youth at Yearly Meeting funding them at $250.   The budget was 

approved with those changes. 
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We approved the recommendation that donations to specific 

organizations be approved by the Yearly Meeting in the budget. 

Audit and Budget Committee Report  

8th Month 2024 

The committee met with Beverly Kirk Shull, Treasurer, along 
with Robert Becerra, Assistant Treasurer, to review the financial 
records for the fiscal year ending 6th Month 30, 2024.  We 
found the records in good order according to OYM practices 
and appreciate the work of the Treasurer in maintaining good 
records. 

Beverly and Robert have agreed to continue to serve as 
Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer for another year. 

In reviewing committee report budget requests, the committee 
saw that the Peace and Human Relations Committee’s request 
for insight on how to handle charitable donations was not 
taken up by the Yearly Meeting.  

The Audit and Budget Committee recommends that donations 
from OYM to specific other organizations should be presented 
to and approved by the Yearly Meeting, rather than funding 
being allocated to a committee for the committee to discern 
and distribute contributions to specific other organizations on 
behalf of OYM.  Therefore, the Peace and Human Relations 
Committee request for funding to distribute funds to 
organizations on a list of possible organizations was not 
included in the budget. In relation to the above 
recommendation, recommendations for donations to specific 
other organizations can be brought by a committee to the 
Yearly Meeting for approval and upon approval would be added 
to the budget. 

The Peace and Human Relations Committee may also reach out 
to members of OYM through their reports to suggest 
organizations that they think may be good for individuals may 
donate to. 
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Should the Historical Committee move forward with providing 
temperature/humidity control for the Heritage Room, this may 
result in an increase in electricity use. Friends should be aware 
that this additional expense may need to be addressed in the 
future.    

The committee expresses thanks on behalf of the yearly 
meeting for the increase of donations from monthly meetings, 
from $19,167.50 in 2023 to $22,453.00—$3,285 which is a little 
over a 17% increase.   

The proposed  budget is based on amounts requested by 
committees and amounts carried over from last year. The 
amount budgeted for this year is higher than what was 
budgeted or spent last year.  We trust in God to provide 
needed funds for the work our Lord is leading us to do. God has 
already provided for financial stability through our reserves. 

In Christ’s love, 
Constance Bair-Thompson, David Eley, Wil Brant, Marie Bundy  
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Approved Budget 

Ohio Yearly Meeting Budget 2024-2025 

 Budget Actual 

 Approved 

Budget  

 2023-24 

7/1/23-

6/30/24 

 7/1/24–

6/30/25 

Revenue    

Book Sales   $60.00  

Monthly Meeting Donations   22,453.00  

Other Donations   874.00  

   $23,387.00  

    

Disbursements    

Ad Hoc Committees  500.00  - 250.00 

Agenda Committee  25.00  25.00  25.00 

Christian Education Camp  1,200.00  1,200.00  1,200.00 

Clerk's Expenses  300.00  300.00  300.00 

Conservative Friend    25.00 

Custodians of Records    300.00 

FCNL  500.00  500.00  250.00 

Friends Center  25.00  27.06  25.00 
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Friends Disaster Service  200.00  200.00  200.00 

FWCC  500.00  500.00  500.00 

FWCC Capital Campaign  1,000.00  1,000.00  1,000.00 

Historical Committee  25.00  25.00  25.00 

Hominy Center  200.00  200.00  200.00 

Insurance  4,000.00  5,154.00  5,171.79 

Monteverde School  -  324.00  

Outreach Committee  200.00  200.00  300.00 

Peace & Human Relations  -  -  100.00 

Printing  1,200.00  982.42  1,000.00 

Property Trustees  1,000.00  1,000.00  1,500.00 

RSWR  200.00  200.00  200.00 

Technical Support   1000.00 

Travel Fund  2,000.00  2,000.00  2,500.00 

Treasurer Expense  150.00  38.54  150.00 

Walton Home  10,000.00  10,000.00  10,000.00 

Water  250.00  216.61  250.00 

WFCF  25.00  25.00  25.00 

Youth at Yearly Meeting   250.00 

Total Disbursements  $23,500.00  24,117.63 26,746.79 
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Monte Verde School Fund     
Our overseer of this year’s Monte Verde School fund reported 

that $344.00 has been raised.    

 Monteverde School Fund.  

Salem Quarter $100 

Chesterfield Monthly Meeting $25 

Collected at Yearly Meeting $219 

 Total $344 

Quarterly Meeting Representatives 

 This year’s recommendations from our Quarterly Meeting were 

read.  We appreciated their work and approved their 

recommendations. 

Report of the 2024 Quarterly Meeting Representatives 

To Ohio Yearly Meeting 

The 2024 quarterly meeting representatives to Ohio Yearly 
Meeting met early in our time here.  Without exception, we 
agreed that Charles C. Thomas, Jr. and Robert Wilber have 
provided excellent service this past year as clerk and assistant 
clerk of OYM.  We very much appreciate all they do in their 
respective roles and recommend to this body their continuation 
in those offices.  Although the work of the elder to the clerk is, 
by its nature, much less publicly observable, we also appreciate 
Ken Jacobsen’s service.   

We thank all three of them on behalf of the entire yearly 
meeting.  We recommend that Chip, Bob, and Ken be continued 
in their respective offices. 

Marie Bundy, Lori Cabirac, David Eley, Rebecca Hawkins, Sharon 
Helms, Henry Jason, David Male, Tom Roberts, Susan Smith 
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Concluding Minute 
As we gathered at Stillwater this year, many felt an escape from 

the confines of Zoom.  Bonds were renewed with a light touch, 

handshake or embrace.  We delighted in meeting those that we 

knew only through a computer screen.  Heartfelt friendships that 

began with online worship were deepened and strengthened by 

being physically together.   But we still remembered Friends who, 

for one reason or another, could not be physically with us.  We 

looked forward to a week of Worship and Business when online 

technology, however imperfect, would give us a glimpse of the 

others we also love. 

In our sessions we welcomed a number of visitors, finding 

encouragement in several traveling minutes.  We felt blessed as 

we greeted Friends from distant meetings. 

We conducted our business, approving query summaries, 

reviewing reports and appreciating those Friends who do the 

important work of the Yearly Meeting.   We found it helpful to put 

time in our schedule for an informational presentation.  When 

material is thoughtfully and skillfully offered, it eases decisions 

that would be otherwise difficult.   There were other times when 

discernment was not easy.  But when we were not in unity, we 

made sure to chart a path towards it.  And these trials did not 

divide us.  They deepened our fellowship with a common 

experience and love that vanquishes division.  

We continued to struggle with our online technology.   However, 

our business sessions were framed by productive worship that 

brought us back to what is truly important. 

In the depths of our worship, we felt distinct from the world,  

realizing that the world often does not understand our ways or 

comprehend what we have.   We have a voice which tells us to 

love each other as He has loved us.  Oh, if the world would only do 

this, what a different place it would be.    
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We explored how we must love the Lord with all our hearts, souls 

and minds.  We were reminded of the man who asked Jesus what 

he had to do to inherit eternal life.   Do we have the faith of 

Abram, believing that the Lord will provide no matter the trials He 

gives us? 

One evening, after a time of worship, we left the meetinghouse to 

discover an astonishing  sunset whose splendor complemented 

the joy we experienced in the sacred silence.   

Another evening, we learned about regeneration through the 

words of the first Friends.  This teaching was not a series of 

explanations.  It was a lesson taught with poetry.  These Friends 

described regeneration with experiential language.   But they 

were more than just descriptions of experiences.  It was as though 

we too were having the experience as it was read to us.  As 

Thomas Colley (1784) put it, they used “that sacred language 

proclaimed in the soul”.   

After a week of hard work, we felt the satisfaction that comes 

from doing His bidding.  We also felt the pleasure of good 

fellowship and the rewards of waiting on Him.   We now conclude 

our labors purposing to return to this place Eighth Month 5th 

2025, if it should so be His will.  
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Representative Meeting Minutes  

Called Meeting Ninth Month 2023 

At a Special Representative Meeting held 9th month 23rd, 

2023 

And he said to them, “ Truly I tell you, some who are 

standing here will not taste death before they see that the 

kingdom of God has come with power.”  Mark 9:1 

This Special Representative Meeting was duly called by 

five members of the Representative Committee: Janet 

Hammer, David Eley, Sharon Helms, Kay Smith and 

Michael Kinch. 

Today as we gather there are: 

13 of 17 representatives present.  

1 visitor. 

8 of the 9 Monthly meetings represented. 

A quorum having been established, representatives 

considered the matter before them. The clerk then read 

the following minute which was approved following one 

amendment: 

We heard a reading of the report from the Nominating 

Committee seeking approval to send Sarah Parsons as a 

second, in person representative, to the FWCC World 

Gathering in South Africa, 8th month, 2024, and Rebecca 

Hawkins as a back-up, in person representative to the 

FWCC World Gathering in South Africa, 8th month, 2024. 

Both nominees having been approved, they now join 

Eileen Kinch, Diane Reynolds, David Male (who will 

attend via Zoom),as our nominated representatives to the 

FWCC World Gathering in South Africa, 8th month 5-12, 

2024. 
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With no further business the meeting concluded.  We look 

to meet again in Salem, 11th month 18, 2023.  We 

appreciated all who attended. 

Sarah Parsons, 

Clerk, Representative Meeting.  

 Fall 2023 
It was a joy to be gathered with you at the fall session of 

Representative Meeting held at Chestnut Ridge Meeting 

House near Barnesville, Ohio, held Eleventh month18, 

2023. We thank the members of Chestnut Ridge Meeting 

for hosting this meeting, and for their generous and 

unfailing hospitality. We appreciated all who attended 

either in person, or via Zoom teleconferencing  

The scripture for the day was First Corinthians 1: 21. 

“In the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through its own wisdom. So God chose to use the message 

that sounds foolish to save those who believe” 

All nine of our Monthly Meetings are represented here 

today, and 15 of our 18 appointed members are in 

attendance.  

Five Friends not appointed to this body also attended: 

David Warrington, Constance Bair-Thompson, David 

Male, Wil Brant, and George Partridge. 

Having established a quorum, we turned to the business 

brought before us.    

1). 

At the spring session of the Representative Meeting of 

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, (held Fourth month 19, 

2023), we heard a report regarding the personal 

translation of our 2022 Book of Discipline into Spanish by 
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Wollmer Uzcatequi. An Ad Hoc committee was appointed 

to work on its final editing and format, and to recommend 

how it will be used, including whether to publish only 

online or perhaps to pursue printing physical copies.   

The meeting heard a report from Michael Kinch on behalf 

of the committee, namely: 

Michael Kinch, Ken Jacobsen, Martha Wilbur, Conrad 

Lindes and Henry Jason.  

The committee has extensively reviewed the draft and 

believe the Spanish translation is now ready, and seeks 

approval from this meeting for it to be next posted on the 

website.  

The meeting is excited to approve the Spanish translation 

of the 2022 Book of Discipline, with the stipulation that 

the same protections should apply to the Spanish version 

that currently  apply to our Book of Discipline posted on-

line.  We are most appreciative of all who labored in 

bringing this noble work to its completion.  This Ad Hoc 

committee is now laid down. 

On a side note, we are asked to be cognizant of the 

additional expenses the Printing Budget would incur if we 

were led to print physical copies of the Spanish 

translation at a future date.    

2). 

The meeting heard a report sharing insights, thoughts, 

and photographs from the 2023 Celebration of Friendship 

Day, submitted by the Ad Hoc committee: Constance Bair 

-Thompson, David Male, Earl Smith, Sylvia Thomas, and 

Jo Mae Rockwell.   

The meeting appreciates the report and wonderful 

photographs from the 2023 Celebration of Friendship 

Day. We feel that they deserve a wider sharing; emailing 
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to the Monthly Meetings, and posting  on the Ohio Yearly 

Meeting website.  

Members of Ohio Yearly Meeting are invited to give any 

feedback, insights from, or ideas they may have as the 

committee prepares for the 2024 Family, Faith, Fun and 

Friendship Day. 

Much planning and hard work is involved in staging an 

event such as this one, and we are grateful for all who 

volunteered their time and labor to bring this event to 

fruition.  

3). 

The meeting heard a letter from David Warrington, 

President, Fiduciary Trustees of Ohio Yearly Meeting of 

Friends seeking our discernment in the matter of leasing 

the gas and oil mineral rights for Ohio Yearly Meeting 

properties. David is here in person to answer any 

questions. This concern was last raised at a Special 

Meeting in 2013. 

The meeting feels that it would now be appropriate for 

Ohio Yearly Meeting to undertake a new effort of 

discernment on this topic. The meeting recommends that 

a Called meeting be scheduled to determine next steps. 

4). 

Last but not least we have printed copies of the 2023 

Minutes book here for members to take back to their 

Monthly Meetings.  

Having no other business, we now conclude, intending to 

gather again at Salem on Fourth month 20, 2024. 

Sarah Parsons, 

Janet Hammer 

Clerks 
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Spring 2024 
It was a pleasure to be gathered for the spring session of 

Representative Meeting held at the Salem – Upper 

Springfield Meeting House, Ohio, Fourth month 20, 2024. 

Whether you attended in person or joined us via Zoom 

teleconferencing, we appreciated and were thankful for all 

attenders. We thank the members of Salem Meeting for 

hosting this meeting and for their gracious hospitality.  

The following scripture from Isaiah 58:11-12 was read: 

“And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy 

thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou 

shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, 

whose waters fail not. And they that shall be of thee shall 

build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the 

foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be 

called, The Repairer of the breach, the Restorer of paths 

to dwell in”.  

All nine of our Monthly Meetings were represented, and 

15 of our 17 appointed members were in attendance.  

Thirteen Friends not appointed to this body also attended. 

Having established a quorum, we turned to the business 

brought before us. 

1). 

The meeting read a (joint) letter from Queensland 

Regional Meeting (Australia Yearly Meeting) and 

Marlborough Monthly Meeting (Ohio Yearly Meeting), 

seeking Ohio Yearly Meeting’s endorsement of a joint 

travel minute for David Johnson, a full member of 

Queensland Meeting, and an affiliate member of 

Marlborough Meeting.  
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The travel minute has been duly endorsed by Rockingham 

Quarterly Meeting; David plans to travel in the U.S. this 

summer, sharing the vision and wisdom of early Friends. 

(Upon approval the travel minute will then be mailed to 

David’s meeting for their action). 

Having heard the said request, the meeting was pleased 

to approve it, and to welcome David as he travels among 

us to share the vision and wisdom of early Friends. The 

meeting instructed the Clerk to endorse the travel 

minute. The travel minute was duly endorsed by the 

Clerk on behalf of Ohio Yearly Meeting.  *Deuteronomy 

31:8 

2). 

The meeting read a request from our Friend John 

Edminster seeking Ohio Yearly Meeting’s endorsement of 

two travel minutes. The travel minutes have been duly 

endorsed by Stillwater Monthly and Quarterly Meetings. 

John will be traveling with Thomas Roberts following his 

leading to attend this summer’s sessions of both Iowa and 

North Carolina Yearly Meetings. “He would expect to 

report that Love and Truth prosper among us, and would 

hope to report how he might find that Love and Truth 

prospering in his travels”.  

Having heard the said request, the meeting was pleased 

to approve it, and instructed the Clerk to endorse the 

travel minutes. The travel minutes were duly endorsed by 

the Clerk on behalf of Ohio Yearly Meeting.   

“And the Lord, He it is that goes before thee; He will be 

with thee, He will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear 

not, neither be dismayed”. 

*Deuteronomy 31:8 
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3). 

The meeting received a request from Tom Roberts seeking 

Ohio Yearly Meeting’s endorsement on two Letters of 

Introduction. The letters have been duly endorsed by 

Stillwater Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, and serve to 

introduce our Friend Thomas Roberts as traveling 

companion to John Edminster as they attend this 

summer’s sessions of both Iowa and North Carolina 

Yearly Meetings. 

Having heard the said request, the meeting was pleased 

to approve it, and instructed the clerk to endorse the 

Letters of Introduction. The Letters of Introduction were 

duly endorsed by the Clerk on behalf of Ohio Yearly 

Meeting.   

“And the Lord, He it is that goes before thee; He will be 

with thee, He will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear 

not, neither be dismayed”. 

*Deuteronomy 31:8 

4) 

The meeting received a request from Sharon Helms on 

behalf of the Agenda Committee,  

(Namely: Sharon Helms, Nancy Hawkins, Sarah Parsons, 

Charles (Chip) Thomas, Conrad Lindes, Robert Rockwell, 

David Warrington, Constance Bair-Thompson, Bridget 

Casterline) who, along with members from other 

committees have been seeking Ohio Yearly Meeting’s 

current policy regarding background checks for those 

working with our youth and young children. 

After much seeking and unable to determine a current 

policy, they requested some guidance and direction on 

how frequently background checks are required, how they 
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are to be stored as they are private and confidential 

documents, and how they are to be disposed of when no 

longer required. 

Having heard questions from the Agenda Committee 

seeking Ohio Yearly Meeting’s current Background Check 

Policy, and from Friends concerned with the safety of all 

in our midst, it was agreed that background checks will be 

required for this year. 

An “Ad Hoc committee on Safety and Background Checks” 

namely: David Warrington, Sylvia Thomas, JoMae 

Rockwell, and Marie Bundy, was appointed to look into 

these questions regarding background checks, and any 

other issues the committee deems to be important. The 

said committee will report back to Ohio Yearly Meeting in 

Eighth month, 2024 with their recommendations. 

5). 

In the spirit of Love and Cooperation, one Friend offered a 

query on our personal use and consumption of natural 

resources. 

Having no other business, we now conclude, intending to 

gather again at Chestnut Ridge Meeting House, Eleventh 

month16, 2024.  

Sarah Parsons, 

Janet Hammer 

Clerks 
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Called sessions of Ohio Yearly Meeting 

Second Month 25th, 2024 

Your life in Christ makes you strong, and his love comforts you. You have 

fellowship with the Spirit, and you have kindness and compassion for one 

another.  I urge you, then, to make me completely happy by having the 

same thoughts, sharing the same love, and being one in soul and 

mind.  Don't do anything from selfish ambition or from a cheap desire to 

boast, but be humble toward one another, always considering others better 

than yourselves.  And look out for one another's interests, not just for your 

own.  The attitude you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had: 

He always had the nature of God, 

    but he did not think that by force he should try to 

remain equal with God. 

Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, 

    and took the nature of a servant. 

He became like a human being 

    and appeared in human likeness. 

He was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to 

death— 

    his death on the cross. 

For this reason God raised him to the highest place above 

    and gave him the name that is greater than any other name. 

And so, in honor of the name of Jesus 

    all beings in heaven, on earth, and in the world below 

    will fall on their knees, 

and all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2:1-11 

On the Twenty-fifth Day of the Second Month of the year 2024, 

Friends of Ohio Yearly Meeting gathered in a called session in 

Stillwater Meetinghouse and online to consider leasing oil and 

mineral rights on Yearly Meeting properties. 

God created the world, and he created us and gave us the ability 

to make choices.  We fervently desire to glorify God with our 

choices.   
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We have witnessed many heartfelt and spirit-led messages that 

have come out of our gathering.   But in our limited vision we 

cannot see the Lord’s desire for us today.    

We direct our clerk to arrange a new meeting to continue our 

work on this issue.  As we prepare ourselves for this or perhaps 

subsequent meetings, we should keep in mind we do not want to 

stretch out a decision indefinitely.   We expect to be careful with 

expressing opinions before this meeting, particularly over email.  

Charles Thomas, Clerk 

Third Month 10th, 2024 

After they had eaten, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 

love me more than these others do?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Take care of my lambs.”  A second time Jesus said to him, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Take care of my sheep.”  A third time Jesus said, “Simon 

son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter became sad because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” 

and so he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 

you!” 

Jesus said to him, “Take care of my sheep.  I am telling you the truth: when 

you were young, you used to get ready and go anywhere you wanted to; but 

when you are old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will tie 

you up and take you where you don't want to go.” 

John 21:15-18 

On the Tenth Day of the Third Month of the year 2024, Friends of 

Ohio Yearly Meeting gathered again in a called session in 

Stillwater Meetinghouse and online to continue our consideration 

of leasing oil and mineral rights on Yearly Meeting properties. 

We are deeply saddened that we find ourselves in a place where 

there is no good decision.   Many of us are concerned that our 
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inactions will only enhance the profits of the very corporate 

structures we prefer not to associate with.   Others of us are 

unable to take any step that encourages a disregard for the 

environment.  A concern was raised that whatever cooperation 

we do or do not participate in, we are still complicit in damage to 

the environment with our lifestyles.    We are unable to unite on 

this action, but we unite on our love for each other and our desire 

to hear and follow Christ’s word.  This is no small  matter. 

We will consider this subject again as a called session in the 

morning of our regularly scheduled Representative Meeting at 

Salem.  This will be a hybrid session starting at 9:00 AM on Fourth 

Month, 20th. 

Friends are feeling drawn to reach out to each other, particularly 

with those who we do not feel in unity with.  A loving connection 

between Friends is more likely to bring us together in 

understanding God’s will  for us.  

Charles Thomas, Jr, Clerk 

Fourth Month 20th, 2024 

The Lord said to Elijah “Go out and stand before me on top of the 

mountain,”.  Then the Lord passed by and sent a furious wind that 

split the hills and shattered the rocks—but the Lord was not in the 

wind. The wind stopped blowing, and then there was an 

earthquake—but the Lord was not in the earthquake.  After the 

earthquake there was a fire—but the Lord was not in the fire.  And 

after the fire there was still small voice. 

1 Kings 19:11-12 

On the Twentieth Day of the Fourth Month of the year 2024, 

Friends of Ohio Yearly Meeting gathered in a called session in 

Salem Meetinghouse and online in a continued discernment of 

leasing oil and mineral rights on Yearly Meeting properties. 
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We have felt a sense that God put this question in our hands and 

hearts.   

There was sincerity and love in the messages expressed today.   It 

is clear that we do not have even a small measure of unity of 

opinion.    But we faced the tensions amongst us, listened to each 

other and learned from each other.    The important thing is that 

we have heard a longing in each other to do what is right.   It has 

been an exercise in healing.   

While, at this time,  we lack the unity to lease our oil and gas 

rights,  we feel renewed in knowledge that we love one another, 

and we love the Spirit of Christ in each other.   

We are well aware that this issue will not disappear.  God’s work 

conforms to no man’s timetable.   We continue to pray for 

wisdom and God’s clarity as we expect to continue to look at the 

issue and face the trials God lays before us.  We thank our 

heavenly father that we have been given the wisdom to know that 

we can do nothing without Him.    We ask Him to fill our hearts so 

that we will know what He would have us do. 

We direct our Fiduciary Trustees to inform inquirers that we are 

not ready at this time to lease our oil and mineral rights.  

Charles Thomas, Jr, Clerk 

Messages from our representatives at 

the 2024 FWCC World Gathering 

Eileen Kinch and Sarah Parsons were attending the FWCC World 

Gathering in Johannesburg, South Africa at the same time that our 

Yearly Meeting was being held.  Eileen sent several messages to 

update us on their experiences.  Most of these were read at the 

beginning of our sessions. 
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Eighth Month, 5th 

Sarah and I arrived safely to the conference hotel outside 

Johannesburg after two days' travel.  

Kelly Kellum of FUM sends greetings to David Eley.  

Eileen 

Eighth Month, 6th  

Sarah and I have been meeting Friends from all over the 

world.  Today there was a roll call of all the yearly meetings and 

groups that are represented at this gathering, both in person and 

online. The number I remember hearing was 95 yearly meetings 

and other groups.  South Africa Yearly Meeting, which I am told is 

small, has done a wonderful job of helping to organize this 

gathering. 

Representatives from North Carolina Yearly Meeting 

(Conservative) are here and have invited us to sit on the facing 

bench with them tomorrow evening during a time of 

unprogrammed worship. 

Eileen 

Eighth Month, 8th  

Last evening, Sarah and I joined Hanna Hobson of North Carolina 

YM Conservative on the facing bench during last night's full group 

worship. Although the style of the worship was in the manner of 

Conservative Friends, the type of vocal ministry that came forth 

during worship was not, unfortunately. Only a few messages felt 

rightly ordered to us.  Nevertheless, Sarah and I were glad to 

support another Conservative Friend on the facing bench, and we 

trust that God is using us.  We enjoy conversations with different 

Friends. 

Eileen 
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Eighth Month, 10th  
It was nice to be able to join OYM sessions for a short time 

yesterday. 

Yesterday I (Eileen) had an opportunity to hear about the 

struggles of conscientious objectors in Ukraine and deserters of 

the Russian army.  It sounds as though these countries do not 

have a provision for conscientious objectors, and nor is there 

provision for people in the Russian army who want to leave. Many 

of these deserters find temporary refuge in countries such as 

Georgia or Armenia but need to find a country that will accept 

them permanently. The property of deserters (such as homes and 

apartments) is then seized by the government. Some of the men I 

heard about attended a Friends worship group while they were 

refugees in Georgia. Moscow has a meeting, but its status is 

precarious. The Russian government did make attempts to shut it 

down, but it sounds as though it can still function somewhat. 

Let's pray for Friends in Russia and others who are facing these 

difficulties. Let us also not take for granted the provisions that we 

have in the United States. 

Eileen 

Eighth Month 13th 
Note: This message was received after the conclusion of Yearly 

Meeting.  

Dear friends, 

Eileen and I arrived safely on the ground in Atlanta a few minutes 

ago after a long 21-hour  journey. Jim met us and is driving us 

home. Eileen will rest overnight with us before continuing on her 

journey tomorrow morning. 

Might I just add that at no time did either of feel unsafe which I 

sense is a result of all the prayers that you, friends and family 
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have continually offered up for our safety and wellbeing. We are 

so appreciative, thank you! 

We are looking forward to hearing reports from our Yearly 

Meeting which we were sad to have missed. 

In His love and care, 

Sarah and Eileen 

 FWCC Representatives Reflections 
Note: This essay was composed a short time after our 

Representatives returned from FWCC and was not available at 

Yearly Meeting time. 

Sarah Parsons and I attended the Friends World Plenary outside of 

Johannesburg, South Africa, on behalf of Ohio Yearly Meeting 

from 8th Month 5-12, 2024. About 250 Friends attended from 95 

yearly meetings and groups from around the world. The gathering 

was hosted by the Friends World Committee for Consultation’s 

Africa section, and Southern Africa Yearly Meeting helped with 

many of the local arrangements. The gathering took place at the 

Riverside Sun, a hotel located by the Vaal River in a town called 

Vanderbijlpark. 

Simon Lamb, of Ireland Yearly Meeting and FWCC clerk, gave an 

opening address with some history of the Friends World 

Committee for Consultation. The FWCC started in 1937 and came 

about through gatherings that had begun in the 1920s as a result of 

World War 1. A common concern about peace and peace work had 

caused Friends to come together across theological lines to consult 

on this matter of mutual interest. This evolved into the FWCC. 

Today the FWCC’s goal is to help Friends around the world to 

understand and appreciate each other. It also identifies concerns on 

which Friends can work together. 

Several sessions of FWCC business occurred throughout the week. 

Some matters were routine, such as appointing and approving 

clerks, etc. Other business centered around three main concerns. 

One was discussing what Ubuntu (the theme of the gathering) 
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means and what it looks like in our respective communities. 

Another was the naming and healing of historical and ongoing 

injustices, and the third was concern for creation care and climate 

justice. Friends discussed these topics at specified times in smaller 

groups during the week, and then brought forth comments that 

were incorporated into an epistle during the final business session. 

Friends were also concerned about the digital divide, because the 

reality is that not all Friends around the world have reliable access 

to the internet. FWCC gatherings cannot only take place online 

because that would keep a significant number of Friends from 

participating. Another concern was for the Young Adult Friends to 

have opportunities to lead and to have appropriate mentorship for 

service with FWCC.  

FWCC has four world sections: Africa, Europe and the Middle 

East, Asia and West Pacific, and the Americas (which includes 

North and South). Sections had their own meetings during the 

gathering. The Section of the Americas’ priorities right now are to 

make sure that there is translation of every word for Latin 

American Friends who attend these meetings and to have a Latin 

American Friend on every Section of the Americas committee. The 

current clerk of this section is LaVonna Loesch of Great Plains 

Yearly Meeting. 

The Plenary’s theme was “The Spirit of Ubuntu.” FWCC sent out 

preparatory booklets in advance of the World Gathering to help us 

understand this concept. Ubuntu is a South African understanding 

of community-mindedness, and other Africans appreciate this 

concept as well. No one exists as an individual: “I am because you 

(or we) are.” We are who we are because others are and our 

relationships with them. 

At first, I (Eileen) was skeptical of the Plenary’s theme. I 

wondered if European and American Friends were 

misappropriating a South African concept. I also wondered if there 

was a misplaced focus on Ubuntu, rather than on Christ. As I 

listened, I heard Friends draw connections to this South African 

understanding to 1 Corinthians 12 and the body of Christ, and to 
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Acts 2 when early Christians lived communally, ate in each other’s 

homes and worshiped together. I realized how important Ubuntu 

was when black South African Friends talked about how taking 

care of one another helped them through apartheid. White South 

African Friends commented that being gathered together was a 

miracle, just as much as being alive is. This gave me some deeper 

understanding of Ubuntu and what it means to the people in South 

Africa. 

Friends at the Plenary were very aware of the colonial context in 

South Africa, as well as the colonial context in which the Religious 

Society of Friends spread around the world. One Friend said, 

“[The] time for overlooking is gone. For those having monopoly 

overseeing others, [that time] is gone. We must see each other.”  

We were introduced to the South African greeting, “I see you,” 

which encompasses physical sight but also recognition of a 

person’s history and context. To say, “I see you,” means “I see you 

and all that brings you here in this moment.” 

The weeklong World Plenary was quite full. If Sarah and I had 

gone to every session, we would have been going from 7:00 in the 

morning until almost 9:30 at night. Each day we met in home 

groups, or small groups, that remained consistent throughout the 

week. Worship was hosted by a different group of Friends each 

day. The gathering honored the worship traditions of all Friends, 

programmed and unprogrammed.  Singing and musical 

instruments, prepared sermons, and open worship all occurred in 

turn throughout the week. Both of us were thankful that the various 

worship formats we attended were more Christ-centered than we 

had anticipated. 

Hanna Hobson of North Carolina Yearly Meeting Conservative 

approached Sarah and me and asked if we would join her on the 

facing bench during the Conservative Friends worship later in the 

week. Sarah and I said we would. When the evening arrived, Sarah 

and I sat on the stage with Hanna Hobson and Gretchen Castle, 

former executive secretary of the FWCC and now dean of Earlham 

School of Religion.  Hanna introduced the worship, and we settled 
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in. After a while, Friends began to speak. At one point, I felt 

strongly led to read Scripture, but was prevented when another 

Friend stood to speak. The meeting never returned to a deep 

silence, out of which I might have felt clear to speak, and the 

moment was lost. Sarah was able to speak during worship and to 

refer to a Bible story in her message.   

Sarah and I were disappointed in this worship. Perhaps only three 

or four messages, out of many, referred to the Scriptures or 

incorporated prayer.  Sarah remarked that there was a similarity 

between these messages and personal concerns being shared in 

other sessions.  

We were grateful that the World Gathering of Friends invited 

Conservative Friends to host worship. Unfortunately, anyone who 

came to that worship with little or no previous knowledge would 

have walked away from that worship with no greater understanding 

of Conservative Friends. Granted, there were four known 

Conservative Friends in attendance, and three of them were on the 

facing bench. We were greatly outnumbered. 

Friends from 95 yearly meetings and groups came to this first 

hybrid World Gathering that had simultaneous interpretation in 

English, Spanish, and Kiswahili. Our understanding is that about 

250 were in person and 50-100 attended online each day. The 

Young Adult Friends held their gathering the week before and also 

attended sessions at the World Gathering. 

A significant number of in-person Friends present were from North 

America and Europe. An equally significant number of African 

Friends attended from Zimbabwe, Tanzania, South Africa, 

Lesotho, Burundi, Cameroon, Uganda, Botswana, and many from 

Kenya. Friends from India, Nepal, Korea, the Philippines, 

Australia, and New Zealand attended. Friends from Jamaica, 

Bolivia, Peru, and Cuba were also there. This is not an exhaustive 

list.  
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We had many good conversations with individual Friends. This 

may have been the most fruitful aspect of the gathering and 

allowed us to share about ourselves and our yearly meeting. One 

thing that became clear to us was that explaining Conservative 

Friends to people outside of North America and the UK and 

Ireland was a challenge. The word “Conservative” confused a 

Friend from Korea, who assumed that “Conservative” meant that 

we didn’t believe there was that of God in everyone. A man from 

an African country was puzzled, and not because of a language 

barrier. It did not seem that he grasped the nuance of 

“unprogrammed, but Christ-centered.” Perhaps he is from a 

context where these things are not usually separate.  

Conservative Friends are a product of Friends history in the United 

States. Without this cultural background and context, some global 

Friends have trouble understanding how or why Conservative 

Friends exist or are distinct. This makes it all the more important 

for Conservative Friends to go to World Plenaries. In the future, 

we recommend that Ohio Yearly Meeting continue to send two 

Friends to World Plenaries. Another idea for Conservative Friends 

at future Plenaries would be to hold a workshop to explain our 

faith and practice. 

We brought printed literature from Ohio Yearly Meeting and the 

Tract Association of Friends and laid it on the free table. We are 

happy to report that all of the literature was taken. We also shared 

information about the 2025 Wider Gathering of Conservative 

Friends. 

I (Eileen) had some good and enjoyable conversations with Friends 

from Britain and Ireland. Other conversations surprised me. During 

a workshop, the executive director of Friends Journal wondered 

how the publication’s audience might expand beyond North 

America. I suggested that Friends Journal might want to have an 

online Bible column and was surprised when this idea was met 

with openness. I also spoke with the executive director of the 

American Friends Service Committee and explained that my yearly 

meeting did not think AFSC had a clear Christian testimony. I was 
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surprised when the first words out of her mouth were, “That’s 

fair.” In the course of the conversation, we came to the conclusion 

that OYM and AFSC probably couldn’t work together, but we both 

agreed that the conversation was useful in building harmony and 

awareness. 

Sarah and I were grateful for the opportunity to attend this World 

Plenary and found it to be a special blessing to travel together on a 

very long journey. At no point did we feel unsafe, and we are 

grateful to God and for the prayers of many. 

Eileen R. Kinch and Sarah Parsons 
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Committees and Officers as of 2024 

Ohio Yearly Meeting 

(Years indicate expiration of term, asterisk* indicates clerk or 

convener) 

AGENDA COMMITTEE 

ex officio: OYM Clerk- Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

ex officio: Registrar- Sharon A. Helms* 

Assistant Registrars: Constance Bair-Thompson*, Bridget 

Casterline 

2026 Nancy A. Hawkins, David E. Warrington, Loisanne 

Rockwell, Robert J. Rockwell 

2027 Sharon A. Helms, Sarah Parsons, Karen Walsh 

 

AUDIT AND BUDGET COMMITTEE 

(serves until the end of 2025 session) 

2025 Margaret Marie Bundy, Wil Brant 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CAMP COMMITTEE 

2025 Micaela S. Drewett, Debora H. Taber 

2026 Margaret Marie Bundy, Johanna Mae Rockwell*, Lily 

Vedder, Constance Bair-Thompson 

2027 Brad Jackson 

 

 COMMITTEE FOR YOUTH AT YEARLY MEETING 

(Two-year term) 

2026 Sylvia Thomas, Earl Smith, Diann Herzog, Thomas 

Roberts 

(With Rep Mtg approval Brad Jackson, Madeleine Vache, 

Ellerie Brownfain) 
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COMMITTEE TO COORDINATE & SUPPORT 

OUTREACH. 

2025 Conrad Lindes*, Kim R. Palmer, Aaron E. Curtis, 

Sharon A. Helms, Robert J. Rothwell 

2026 John C. Benson, John C. Smith, Nancy A. Hawkins, 

Carolyn McGinnis 

2027 Henry C. Jason, Charles C. Thomas, Jr., David W. 

Casterline 

 

EPISTLE COMMITTEE (Two-year term) 

2025 Kenneth P. Jacobsen, David Male 

2026 Constance Bair-Thompson, John Edminster 

 

FIDUCIARY TRUSTEES 

ex officio:  Walton Home Manager  

2025 Carey L. Newlin 

2026 Robert Becerra, Beverly Kirk Shull 

2027 Shelley A. Rockwell, David E. Warrington* 

 

 

FRIENDS CENTER COMMITTEE 

2025 Burton M. Doudna, Diane Reynolds, Kenneth P. 

Jacobsen, Richard A. Simon 

2026 David Male, John C. Smith, Susan Smith* 

2027 John C. Benson, Constance Bair-Thompson, Robert J. 

Rockwell 

 

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 

2025 Rebecca J. Hawkins, Anne Marie Taber, Kathryn E. 

Smith, Margaret Marie Bundy*, George Partridge 

2026 Gwendolyn Giffen, Loisanne Rockwell 

2027 Earl Smith, Tom Roberts, Evan Knappenberger 
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MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

2026 Timothy Lillie, Mary Alice Pino 

2027 Seth Hinshaw*, David Nagle, Burton Doudna 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

2025 Michael Kinch, Constance Bair-Thompson, Elvina M. 

Krekler, Mary Alice Pino, Earl Smith, Penny Thomas, 

Sharon A. Helms 

2026 Rebecca J. Hawkins, Janet L. Hammer*, Kathryn E. 

Smith, Seth Hinshaw, John C. Smith, David Eley, Kim 

Newlin 

PEACE & HUMAN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

2025 Robert J. Rothwell, Kathleen J. Rothwell, David Nagle 

2026 Earl Smith, Sylvia E. Thomas*, Karen Walsh 

2027 Madeleine Vache 

PRINTING COMMITTEE 

ex officio: OYM Clerk- Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

ex officio: OYM Recorder- Michael Kinch 

ex officio: OYM Nominating Committee Clerk- Janet L. 

Hammer 

2026 Michael Kinch, Earl Smith 

2027 Sharon A. Helms, Carey L. Newlin, Anne Marie Taber* 

RECORDERS 

2025 Rockingham Quarter:  Michael Kinch-Keystone 

Fellowship, Penny Thomas-Marlborough, David W. 

Casterline-Rockingham 

Salem Quarter:  Sharon Helms-Crossroads, Rebecca Hawkins 

& Nancy Hawkins- 

Middleton, Lola Toot-Salem Upper Springfield 

Stillwater Quarter: Robert Rothwell-Chesterfield, Kathleen 

Kovalick-Chestnut Ridge, 

 Roseanna Wilkinson-Stillwater 
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TECHNICAL SUPPORT COMMITTEE 

2025 Charles C. Thomas, Jr., Earl Smith 

2026 Conrad Lindes*, Dennis Rockwell, Kim R. Palmer, 

Nancy A. Hawkins, Constance Bair-Thompson  

2027 David W. Casterline*, David Male, Kent Palmer 

 

TRAVEL FUND COMMITTEE 

2025 Dennis Rockwell, Janet L. Hammer* 

2026 Robert Becerra 

2027 David F. Eley 

 

TRUSTEES OF OHIO YEARLY MEETING 

PROPERTY 

2025 David Male 

2026 Richard F. Sidwell, Robert W. Stratton 

2027 Robert J. Rockwell*, Timothy Rockwell 

 

WALTON HOME BOARD 

2025 Kathleen M. Kovalick, Barbara J. Warrington*, James 

S. Kirk, Judith Hutchison (Community) 

2026 David W. Casterline, Jean Cooper (Community), 

Denise Troy, Robert Becerra 

2027 Sharon A. Helms, Cindy McGee (Community), Karen 

L. Walsh, Karen Campf, Mitch Bartels, Anne Bartels 

(Community members) 

 

WIDER FELLOWSHIP OF CONSERVATIVE 

FRIENDS 

ex officio: Registrar-Sharon A. Helms 

2026 Sarah Parsons, Thomas Roberts 

2027 Nancy A. Hawkins*, Michael Kinch, John C. Smith, 

Sharon A. Helms 
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CUSTODIANS OF RECORDS (In Perpetuity) 

Appointed 2009- Seth Hinshaw 

Appointed 2010- Beverly Kirk Shull, Kimberly A. Newlin 

Appointed 2024- Constance Bair- Thompson 

 

REPRESENTATIVE MEETING 

ex officio: OYM clerk- Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

2025 Kathryn E. Smith, Charles C. Thomas, Jr., Conrad 

Lindes, Kimberly A. Newlin, Michael Kinch, Sharon A. 

Helms 

2026 David W. Casterline, David F. Eley, Seth Hinshaw, 

Debora H. Taber, Karen Walsh 

2027 Burton M. Doudna, Nancy A. Hawkins, Janet L. 

Hammer (Reading Clerk), Sarah Parsons*(clerk), Mary Alice 

Pino, Constance Bair-Thompson, Wil Brant 

 

TREASURER of OHIO YEARLY MEETING 

2025 Beverly Kirk Shull 

 

ASSISTANT TREASURER 

2025 Robert Becerra 

 

YEARLY MEETING CLERK 

2025 Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

 

ASSISTANT YEARLY MEETING CLERK 

2025 Robert Wilber, Kenneth Jacobsen 

 

YEARLY MEETING RECORDER 

2025 Michael Kinch 

 

ASSISTANT YEARLY MEETING RECORDER 

2025 Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 
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REPRESENTATIVES to FRIENDS COMMITTEE on 

NATIONAL LEGISLATION 

2025 Sylvia Thomas 

2026 Thomas Roberts 

2027 Earl Smith 

 

REPRESENTATIVES to FRIENDS WORLD 

COMMITTEE for CONSULTATION 

2026 Diane Reynolds 

2027 David Male, Eileen Kinch 
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Committees and officers in Detail 

Agenda 

Clerk/Convener: Sharon A. Helms, Constance Bair-

Thompson 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Charles Thomas, Jr EX_OFFICO Yearly Meeting 

Clerk 
MARLBOROUGH 

Sharon A. Helms EX_OFFICO Registrar CROSSROADS 

Constance Bair-

Thompson 
EX_OFFICO Assistant Registrar CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Bridget Casterline EX_OFFICO Assistant Registrar MARLBOROUGH 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2026  MIDDLETON 

David E. Warrington 2026  SALEM  

Loisanne Rockwell 2026  STILLWATER 

Robert J. Rockwell 2026  STILLWATER 

Sharon A. Helms 2027  CROSSROADS 

Sarah Parsons 2027  MIDDLETON 

Karen Walsh 2027  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

The Agenda Committee is composed of seven members plus 

the Yearly Meeting clerk and Registrar is named by the Yearly 

Meeting Nominating Committee. Terms of service are for 

three years, with staggered expiration dates. 
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The work of developing the written agenda for yearly meeting 

sessions should begin in First Month for Event Contract and 

updated costs with Olney Friends School. The agenda should 

be ready for distribution by Sixth Month, with planning 

meetings held as needed. The agenda lists items of business 

to be considered at each session, as well as other scheduled 

events during that week. The agenda also provides 

information on accommodations, meals, youth activities and 

other items of interest to members and visitors. The basic 

format of the agenda is helpful in reminding Friends of the 

anticipated flow of Yearly Meeting business through the 

week. 

The committee is responsible for delegating planning for 

evening programs for yearly meeting week and for making 

the necessary arrangements for their presentation. Members 

of this committee are also responsible for arranging for yearly 

meeting members to conduct the morning worship groups 

during the week. It is important to keep in contact with Olney 

Friends School personnel as arrangements are being made 

since we make use of their facilities. The Agenda Committee 

should see that the agendas are printed or copied, stapled 

and distributed to all monthly meetings. 

Audit & Budget 

Appointed by Yearly Meeting in Session. Term of service is 2 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Margaret Marie Bundy 2025  STILLWATER 

Wil Brant 2025  CROSSROADS 
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Description 

The yearly meeting of 2003 directed that there be four 

members of the Audit and Budget Committee, with staggered 

two-year terms. Two members are named each year from the 

floor of the yearly meeting. The committee is to 

- Audit the books of the yearly meeting treasury. It is helpful 

if the YM treasurer gives to the committee immediately after 

their appointment the yearly meeting financial record book 

and bank statements, as well as a copy of the treasurer's 

report to the yearly meeting. 

- Prepare a proposed budget for the yearly meeting for the 

coming year. The budget is usually reported to the last 

business session. It is helpful for the various committees of 

the yearly meeting to inform the Audit and Budget 

Committee of their fiscal needs soon after its appointment. 

The committee considers the balance of all requests as it 

prepares the budget. Individual requests by particular 

committees are usually not approved by the yearly meeting 

prior to considering the proposed budget. In its budget report 

the A&B Committee should include explanation of changes 

they propose from the previous year, as well as any other 

conditions they deem helpful in understanding the budget. 

- Recommend an OYM member to serve as treasurer and 

assistant treasurer for the coming year. This recommendation 

usually is part of the budget report given on Seventh Day. 

- In consultation with the treasurer, make recommendations 

to the yearly meeting for changes in procedures to expedite 

the fiscal functions of the yearly meeting. For example, in its 
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2003 report, the committee suggested that the treasurer, 

early in the fiscal year, forward to each yearly meeting 

committee its approved appropriation. Each committee 

would then be responsible for handling its own receipts and 

disbursements. 

Christian Education Camp 

Clerk/Convener: Johanna Mae Rockwell 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Micaela Shavonne Drewett 2025  STILLWATER 

Debora Hope Taber 2025  STILLWATER 

Margaret Marie Bundy 2026  STILLWATER 

Johanna Mae Rockwell 2026  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Lily Rockwell Vedder 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

Constance Bair-Thompson 2026  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Brad Jackson 2027  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

 

Description 

The purpose of the Christian Education Camp Committee is to 

provide oversight, support and assistance with planning and 

execution of the Christian Education Camp. The Camp is a two 

to four day period of time of interacting with our first through 

eighth grade children to assist and encourage them in their 

understanding of and desire for a growing relationship with 

Jesus as Savior and Lord. 
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The committee is to seek out an individual or individuals who 

can assume the leadership. The Leader is to 

- Discern an appropriate theme for group focus. 

- Make annual reservations with Olney for use of campus 

facilities. 

- Direct outreach and publicity toward potential campers. 

- Arrange for adult supervisors and senior and junior 

counselors and provide other resources. 

- Select a camp treasurer and calculate probable need of 

Yearly Meeting financial support, expenses and camper fees. 

- Make an annual report to the Yearly Meeting. 

Committee members are encouraged to share their talents 

and gifts as they are able, such as by being counselors, in craft 

instruction, overseeing recreation activities, helping lead 

worship programs, or teaching. All committee members are 

asked to especially pray for the camp, campers, and 

counselors before, during and after the camp sessions. Gifts 

and qualities needed to be a member of this committee are a 

"willingness to be a worker for the Lord". 

The camps held in the past have always been Christ-centered 

and Spirit-led. While children of Ohio Yearly Meeting have 

been the targeted campers, all children have been welcomed. 

Many campers are children of former OYM members or 

friends of campers. We have seen the workings of the Lord in 

so many aspects of the camps. When we allowed Him to 

work, in His perfect timing, the camps have been wonderful 

times of learning about and experiencing Him. 
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Committee for Youth at Yearly 

Meeting 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 2 

years†. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Sylvia E. Thomas 2026†  STILLWATER 

Earl Smith 2026†  STILLWATER 

Diann McFarland Herzog 2026†  STILLWATER 

Tom Roberts 2026†  STILLWATER 

Brad Jackson* 2026† CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Madeleine Vaché* 2026† ROCKINGHAM 

Ellerie Brownfain* 2026† STILLWATER 

 

Description 

(Note: This description is pending approval by Yearly Meeting) 

Ohio Yearly Meeting welcomes Friends and visitors of all ages 

to our Yearly Meeting Sessions.  We particularly desire to 

establish a warm Christian environment for the spiritual 

growth of our youth.  One of our challenges is to be ready for 

children to be among  us even when registrations for them is 

low or nonexistent.  In 2024, the Yearly Meeting established 

The Committee for Youth at Yearly Meeting to address this 

challenge. 

The committee is charged with recruiting resources that can 

be ready to teach, support and supervise children during our 

sessions, should the need arise.  This includes training and 
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background checks as defined by the Yearly Meeting 

Approved Safety Guidelines.  The committee is encouraged to 

develop  educational programs that seek to awaken the love 

of Christ and to discover the law of God already in the heart.  

Such programs should be ready to implement on short notice. 

It is indeed a challenge to prepare for something that may 

never happen.  In this context, the work of this committee is 

a true test of stepping out in faith. 

Committee to Coordinate and 

Support Outreach 

Clerk/Convener: Conrad Lindes 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Conrad Lindes 2025  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Kim Richard Palmer 2025  STILLWATER 

Aaron Edward Curtis 2025  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Sharon A. Helms 2025  CROSSROADS 

Robert J. Rothwell, III 2025  CHESTERFIELD 

John Chapman Benson 2026  STILLWATER 

John C. Smith 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2026  MIDDLETON 

Carolyn McGinnis 2026  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Henry C. Jason, Jr 2027  MIDDLETON 

Charles Thomas, Jr 2027  MARLBOROUGH 

David W. Casterline 2027  ROCKINGHAM 
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Description 

As Christians, we in Ohio Yearly Meeting have a charge to 

spread Christ's good news to the whole world.   The ideal 

means for this is through direct personal contact, sharing the 

gospel of Christ’s love for us and His presence, in Spirit, within 

every human soul as the Word of God to speak to us and as 

the Light that reveals our faults and leads us to holiness.  

Thus, the essential place and responsibility for this personal 

outreach and for welcome seekers and new members is the 

Monthly Meeting.   This Committee’s role is, as its title states, 

to coordinate and support that Monthly Meeting work.   To 

make this possible, Nominating Committee members should 

seek out the members of their Monthly Meetings with the 

greatest gifts and availability for outreach, even if they live at 

a distance from the Meeting House, to name to the 

Committee to Coordinate and Support Outreach so that each 

Monthly Meeting is represented on it. 

The internet provides us, cloistered as we sometimes seem to 

be, an unprecedented opportunity to proclaim our unique 

version of that good news to every corner of the globe. The 

primary charge of this committee is to be continually yearning 

and listening for the Word of God to speak through us, in 

written rather than in vocal ministry, to Friends and seekers 

the world over. 

Ohio Yearly Meeting has "conserved" the Truth and Light 

which the first Friends proclaimed, but we have hidden it 

under a bushel basket, where its flame is dying. Though we 

are now few in number, we Friends of this Truth and Light 

have the opportunity to put that Truth and Light on a 
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candlestick to enlighten the whole world. Members of this 

committee should burn with the desire to share our 

wonderful Good News and should be willing and able to 

spend the time to do that, primarily  through their own 

Monthly Meetings, and then through correspondence and 

phone calls with individuals from anywhere in the world who 

might discover us and want to learn more about Christ within. 

Each Monthly Meeting should be excited and willing to take 

on the opportunity for growth through its local, in-person 

outreach.  Ideally, then, at least one Friend from each 

Monthly Meeting should serve on this committee so that they 

can learn from one another's Monthly Meeting work and 

coordinate and support that work among the Monthly 

Meetings.  In addition, as members of this committee, they 

will be the contact point for the work of the whole Yearly 

Meeting to reach out to the world.   When online inquirers 

find themselves to be in unity with us and desire to join, they 

will need to do that through a Monthly Meeting, which can 

be facilitated by correspondence with individual committee 

members. 

The Outreach Committee maintains a website which 

currently includes: 

• the OYM Book of Discipline; 

• statements regarding OYM beliefs and testimonies; 

• information regarding locations and times of worship 

for our monthly, allowed and affiliated meetings; 

• links to related sites, including the OYM Friends 

Center; 

• a calendar of events useful to OYM members, and; 
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• a provision for inquiries for more specific information 

or help 

The committee meets in person once a year, at the Friends 

Center, the day before the opening session of Ohio Yearly 

Meeting. Throughout the year, we maintain conversation 

with one another through emails and through online 

meetings every 6 weeks. One committee member serves as 

its treasurer, and some members with the needed skills and 

interest maintain the website. One member serves as the 

correspondent.   He or she receives and replies to all email 

inquiries that come through the website and passes them on 

to two other committee members, in rotation. EACH 

MEMBER of the committee is responsible to respond, at least 

initially, to these inquiries, and to maintain correspondence 

with those inquirers who continue to show interest. 

Committee Schedule: 

1. In person committee meeting at Yearly Meeting sessions. 

Finalize the report for YM at this time, and email the report 

to the YM Clerk in Word format. 

2. Meet online, using Zoom or another means, every 6 weeks. 

During these meetings: 

• receive reports of each Monthly Meeting’s outreach 

work since that last meeting and plans for the future. 

This is an opportunity for cross-pollination of ideas; 

• review the inquiries received through the website 

since that last meeting, the responses to them, and 

the current status of correspondence with inquirers. 

The committee Correspondent is to make an initial reply and 

pass on the inquiry and his/her response to two committee 
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members, selected in rotation, who also are to respond at 

least once to the inquirer; 

the correspondent will maintain a list of inquirer’s names, 

email addresses, any other known information regarding 

location, phone number, etc., and the current status of 

correspondence with each one. 

The names of inquirers with whom there has been no active 

correspondence for 2 years, or who have joined OYM, will be 

dropped from the list. 

o Review the website content and appearance in the light of 

performance reports for Google and others, and in the light 

of input from visitors to the site, to continually work to 

improve the effectiveness of the site in communicating our 

understanding of the gospel as widely as possible. 

3. During the last online meeting before Yearly Meeting 

sessions, prepare a preliminary report for Yearly Meeting. 

4. During the first online meeting of the calendar year, 

prepare to be give books to Olney seniors. 

• Decide which book(s) to give, with the intent of 

providing these graduates with a valuable reminder of 

OYM Friends’ experience of the living, inward Christ. 

• Communicate with Olney to find out how many 

seniors will be graduating. 

• Communicate with the OYM Historical Committee to 

acquire and store those books. 

• Arrange with Olney for the books to be presented, on 

behalf of Ohio Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society 

of Friends, Conservative in a meaningful ceremony. 
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Epistle 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 2 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Kenneth P. Jacobsen 2025  STILLWATER 

David Male 2025  STILLWATER 

Constance Bair-Thompson 2026  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

John Jeremiah Edminster 2026  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

The Epistle Committee discerns which epistles, or portions 

thereof, should be offered to the yearly meeting to be read 

aloud during the sessions.  Most epistle documents are sent 

to FWCC where they are put on a website for our viewing. 

Those documents and any that are sent directly are viewed 

by members who may bring forward selections for 

discernment at the committee meeting held the day before 

the opening session of yearly meeting when epistles or 

portions thereof should be selected to offer to the yearly 

meeting to be read aloud during sessions.  Usually, four or six 

are made. 

The Epistle Committee is also charged with writing letters to 

be sent to other groups of Friends, primarily yearly meetings, 

as messages from Ohio Yearly Meeting in session. The 

committee usually reports on Sixth Day, to allow for any 

revision of letters that may be needed. 
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It is customary for the Epistle Committee to write epistles to 

Friends Everywhere and to Iowa and North Carolina Yearly 

Meetings (Conservative). Committees sometimes feel drawn 

to compose additional letters. Examples are messages to the 

various groups of Christian Friends with whom our members 

have had fellowship, or absent members of our own YM. 

Although the committee should not feel required to write all 

such groups in a given year, it is appropriate to keep in touch 

with those to whom we feel especially close in the family of 

Friends. 

The writing of epistles opens an important avenue for 

ministry from OYM to other Friends. Accordingly, members of 

the committee need to be open to leadings to include 

spiritual messages as well as conveying the important themes 

of our time together during YM week. Letters should have 

some content unique to their recipients, but it may be 

appropriate to use certain paragraphs in more than one 

letter. 

Epistles should be presented to the clerks in a digital form. 

The final copy for mailing is arranged and signed by the YM 

clerk after approval by the YM. 

Four Friends serve on this Committee for a term of two years, 

starting their appointment from the time of approval at 

Yearly Meeting and ending two years later at the close of 

Yearly Meeting.  The terms will stagger to ensure that half of 

the committee will always have at least a year’s experience in 

service.  
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Fiduciary Trustees 

Clerk/Convener: David E. Warrington 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Carey L Newlin 2025  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Robert Becerra 2026  STILLWATER 

Beverly Kirk Shull 2026  STILLWATER 

Shelley Ann Rockwell 2027  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

David E. Warrington 2027  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Walton Home Manager ex-officio    

 

Description 

The Fiduciary Trustees of OYM were incorporated under the 

laws of the State of Ohio in 1924 to hold real property, stock, 

and other securities on behalf of Ohio Yearly Meeting. The 

real estate holdings of OYM include the lands and facilities 

currently used by the Walton Home and those leased by 

Olney Friends School, Inc. These properties are legally held in 

the name of the Fiduciary Trustees on behalf of OYM. 

Various monthly meeting funds, graveyard funds, and similar 

endowments are sometimes placed with the Fiduciary 

Trustees. The endowment funds for OYM purposes, the 

Walton Home, and those to benefit Olney Friends School are 

part of the trustees' portfolio. These funds are invested by the 

trustees in order to realize investment return and in some 
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cases, value appreciation. Portions of the funds may also be 

used for loans (primarily to OYM members). Annually, at the 

end of the fiscal year (Sixth Month 30, as of 1992), a portion 

of the income earned and appreciation in value during the 

preceding 12 months is paid to those bodies having funds 

deposited with the trustees. The amount of the annual 

distribution depends on the success of the investment 

program for the year, expenses incurred, and funding a 

modest reserve fund to act as a buffer against fluctuations in 

asset valuation. 

The organization, authorities, and membership of the 

Fiduciary Trustees are completely described in the By-laws 

which were last revised and approved by Representative 

Meeting in Eleventh Month 2010. Representative Meeting or 

the Yearly Meeting must approve all amendments to these 

By-laws. 

There are currently five trustees who serve three-year 

appointments as nominated by the Nominating Committee 

and approved by OYM during the annual Eighth Month 

meetings. The business manager of the Walton Home is 

considered an ex-officio, non-voting member. As is customary 

for an incorporated body, there are four officers of the 

Fiduciary Trustees: president, vice president, treasurer-

assistant secretary, secretary-assistant treasurer. 

The trustees meet regularly four times a year in addition to 

holding called meetings as the need arises. Meetings are 

currently held in First, Fourth, Seventh, and Tenth Months. 

Decisions on the annual distribution of income are finalized at 

the Seventh Month meeting to permit smooth completion of 

reports to OYM. A special meeting during yearly meeting 
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week in Eighth Month is sometimes held to elect officers; 

otherwise officers are elected at the Tenth Month meeting. 

Knowledge of investments and sound business acumen are 

both valuable assets for individual trustees.  

Friends Center 

Clerk/Convener: Susan Smith 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Burton M. Doudna 2025  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Diane Reynolds 2025  STILLWATER 

Kenneth P. Jacobsen 2025  STILLWATER 

Richard A Simon 2025  STILLWATER 

David Male 2026  STILLWATER 

John C. Smith 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

Susan Smith 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

John Chapman Benson 2027  STILLWATER 

Constance Bair-Thompson 2027  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Robert J. Rockwell 2027  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

The Friends Center Committee meets five or six times a year, 

sometimes by phone or electronic conferencing, to oversee 

the work of the Friends Center, "a retreat and conference 

center for exploring Christian unprogrammed Quakerism and 
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its meaning today."  The committee establishes policy for the 

use of the Center for its own retreats and other events, 

including hospitality for OYM members. It plans programs at 

the Center and oversees maintenance and improvements to 

its building and grounds. Members share responsibility for 

arranging for leadership for each activity, hosting each event, 

and developing publicity. Local members of the committee 

also share in housekeeping and maintenance tasks. One 

member of the committee serves as treasurer. Another 

member serves as registrar, sending out information and 

receiving inquiries and registrations for each Friends Center 

event.  One or two members serve as host for each event, 

communicating with the weekend's facilitator and being 

present during the weekend to coordinate meals and meet 

participants' other outward needs. Some members of the 

committee should be acquainted with Friends in other yearly 

meetings to facilitate reaching out for leadership and 

participants. The committee makes an annual report to Ohio 

Yearly Meeting.  

Historical Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Margaret Marie Bundy 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Rebecca J. Hawkins 2025  MIDDLETON 

Anne Marie Taber 2025  STILLWATER 

Kathryn Elizabeth Smith 2025  STILLWATER 

Margaret Marie Bundy 2025  STILLWATER 
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George Partridge, Jr. 2025  CROSSROADS 

Gwendolyn Giffen 2026  STILLWATER 

Loisanne Rockwell 2026  STILLWATER 

Earl Smith 2027  STILLWATER 

Tom Roberts 2027  STILLWATER 

Evan Knappenberger 2027  ROCKINGHAM 

 

Description 

The principal responsibility of the Historical Committee is the 

care of the Heritage Rooms in Stillwater Meetinghouse. The 

convener of the committee may also serve as the contact 

person for the Belmont County Tourism Council, as well as for 

others wishing to arrange tours of the Meetinghouse and the 

Heritage Rooms. Members of the committee may act as tour 

guides. 

The committee presents to the yearly meeting a written 

report of their activities and a financial report for the year. 

Funds are often requested from the yearly meeting. Money 

paid by tour groups arranged by the Belmont County Tourism 

Council is usually retained by the committee. The committee 

also sells books and souvenirs. Money is needed sometimes 

for painting and improvements. 

The committee has a short business meeting during yearly 

meeting and at least one all-day meeting in the spring or 

summer for cleaning the Heritage Rooms as well as any 

necessary business. Committee members take turns opening 

the Heritage Rooms and acting as hosts or hostesses at Olney 
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Commencement and yearly meeting sessions, as well as at 

other meetings held at the meetinghouse. 

Since the Book and Children’s Literature Committee has been 

laid down, the Historical Committee has the responsibility of 

keeping on hand in the Heritage Rooms copies of Mind the 

Heavenly Treasure by Gary Bowell; “Living A-Top of the 

World” by Charles Morlan; the pamphlets “A Brief 

Introduction to Conservative Friends,” “Welcome to our 

Meeting,” “Advices and Queries,” and other OYM literature 

as well as Bibles to be handed out to children of OYM at age 

eight. We cooperate with the Committee to Coordinate and 

Support Outreach and the Wider Fellowship of Conservative 

Friends to accomplish these tasks formerly performed by the 

Book and Children’s Literature Committee. 

The committee evaluates old clothing, papers, and other 

artifacts offered for display in the Heritage Rooms. If such 

objects are found useful for that purpose, they are assigned 

accession numbers and recorded. Not all items can be 

accepted because of space limitations. 

Historical Committee members should have an interest in 

preserving Quaker heritage. In addition, some should have 

clerical and record keeping skills or artistic talent for planning 

exhibits. It is also helpful for someone to be available on short 

notice. 
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Memorial Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Seth Hinshaw 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Timothy Lillie 2026  MIDDLETON 

Mary Alice Pino 2026  MIDDLETON 

Seth Hinshaw 2027  MARLBOROUGH 

David E. Nagle 2027  CHESTERFIELD 

Burton M. Doudna 2027  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

 

Description 

The Memorial Committee assists in the production of 

memorials of members who have lived exemplary spiritual 

lives. Each memorial should illustrate the operations of divine 

grace in the deceased so as to inspire future generations to 

know the fulfillment of coming into submission themselves. 

Although the Discipline states that memorials are to be 

produced by local meetings, the Memorial Committee since 

its inception in 1971 has taken an active role in the 

composition of memorials. The Committee usually meets 

with the family and meeting of the deceased to collect 

information, then creates the first draft. The draft is sent to 

the family for review. Once the text has been completed, the 

proposed memorial is forwarded to the Representative 

Meeting for final approval, printing, and distribution. 
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Committee members should have one or more gifts related 

to the committee's work. Perhaps most valuable is the gift of 

discernment, especially as it relates to weighing the desires of 

the meeting and of the family. Gifts for collecting and 

evaluating information about the decedent are particularly 

valuable. Last, a concern for producing an accurate account 

of the Friend's life with an emphasis on conveying the 

influence of the Holy Ghost upon him or her is critical. While 

the spiritual fruit and labor of the person are worthy, 

capturing that person's faith in Christ Jesus should be the goal 

of every Memorial.  

Nominating Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Janet Hammer 

Appointed by Monthly Meetings. Term of service is 2 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Michael R. Kinch 2025  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Constance Bair-Thompson 2025  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Elvina M. Krekler 2025  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Mary Alice Pino 2025  MIDDLETON 

Earl Smith 2025  STILLWATER 

Penny Thomas 2025  MARLBOROUGH 

Sharon A. Helms 2025  CROSSROADS 

Rebecca J. Hawkins 2026  MIDDLETON 

Janet Hammer 2026  CHESTERFIELD 

Kathryn Elizabeth Smith 2026  STILLWATER 

Seth Hinshaw 2026  MARLBOROUGH 
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John C. Smith 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

David F. Eley 2026  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Kimberly A. Newlin 2026  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

 

Description 

The Nominating Committee consists of two members 

appointed by each Monthly Meeting, with alternating two-

year terms.  Each year's appointment is reported to the 

Quarterly Meeting immediately preceding that year's Yearly 

Meeting sessions, and is included in the Quarterly Meeting 

reports given at the opening session of Yearly Meeting.  The 

terms of Friends thus named begin after the close of that 

year's Yearly Meeting, and continue through the next two 

Yearly Meeting sessions. 

The Clerk of Nominating Committee is an ex-officio member 

of the Printing Committee. The Nominating Committee's 

purpose is to find, through God's Guidance, right persons to 

serve on yearly meeting committees. Once it has become 

clear, through the process described below, how many 

people are needed to fill committee positions, the 

Nominating Committee is encouraged to wait in worship to 

see which names they are led to and then to consider the 

questions in the following paragraph. 

In choosing the right persons, we take into consideration the 

following: Have they been faithful in attending committee 

meetings in the past? Have they voiced a desire to serve on a 

certain committee? Does the Nominating Committee 

consider them to be suited or especially gifted in the area of 

consideration? Are they willing to serve? What is the balance 
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of men and women, age differences, and the geographic 

spread of a committee, if these factors seem important in the 

work and dynamics of that committee? The Nominating 

Committee clerk should, early in the year, compile a list of 

committees with the names of those whose terms expire. The 

committee members from each monthly meeting should then 

be provided with the names of the members of their own 

meeting whose terms on each committee are expiring. If it 

seems right to them, and keeping in mind the qualifications 

listed above, the members of the committee should contact 

those in their meeting whose terms expire and ask if they are 

willing to serve again. 

It is suggested that the members of the Nominating 

Committee meet as a body in Fourth Month, in the morning 

on the day Representative Meeting meets in Salem, Ohio, to 

consider all appointees and together arrive at members to 

serve on the various committees. Each new appointee must 

be asked if he or she is willing to serve. The committee should 

meet early in the week at Yearly Meeting to finalize the 

appointments. The clerk should send each committee 

member a timely notice of each of these meetings. 

A report of all proposed new appointments, listed by 

committee and date of service expiration, should be given to 

the Clerk of the YM. The Nominating Committee should be 

available during the YM sessions to fill any additional 

appointments that may be necessary. During YM this 

committee should meet and choose someone to be in charge 

of the next year's activities. 

Some committees have persons that are not members of 

OYM. The names of those persons should be suggested to the 
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YM Nominating Committee consideration before they are 

contacted or asked to serve. 

At the close of the YM sessions the Nominating Committee 

clerk is requested to send a written report to each Monthly 

Meeting clerk, the Representative Meeting clerk, and the 

printing committee. This report should be a complete list of 

all committee members, including new appointments, listing 

their terms of service.  This is necessary since some 

committees may need to meet before the printed minutes 

are distributed. 

Peace and Human Relations 

Clerk/Convener: Sylvia E. Thomas 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Robert J. Rothwell, III 2025  CHESTERFIELD 

Kathleen J. Rothwell 2025  CHESTERFIELD 

David E. Nagle 2025  CHESTERFIELD 

Earl Smith 2026  STILLWATER 

Sylvia E. Thomas 2026  STILLWATER 

Karen Walsh 2026  STILLWATER 

Madeleine Vaché 2027  ROCKINGHAM 

 

Description 

The mission of the Peace and Human Relations Committee is 

to glorify God and promote peace and good will through 
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helping to establish His kingdom here on earth. The 

committee helps to keep the Yearly Meeting informed on 

current issues about peace and justice. It acts, as led by the 

Spirit of Jesus, in influencing affirmative action in these issues. 

The committee meets at yearly meeting time to reorganize 

and appoint a convener, whose name is forwarded to the 

Nominating Committee. It is responsible for writing an annual 

report given to the clerk of the yearly meeting on the year's 

activities. Included in this report is a financial statement on 

how monies were spent and a request for monies needed for 

the coming year. More meetings may be scheduled by the 

committee during the year to plan activities for yearly 

meeting. Activities may include sponsoring speakers and 

peace and human relations workshops, making available 

written materials for yearly meeting members, and 

supporting peace activities with other like groups.  

Printing Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Anne Marie Taber 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Charles Thomas, 

Jr 
EX_OFFICO Yearly Meeting Clerk MARLBOROUGH 

Michael R. Kinch EX_OFFICO Recorder KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Janet Hammer EX_OFFICO Nominating Committee 

Clerk 
CHESTERFIELD 

Michael R. Kinch 2026  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Earl Smith 2026  STILLWATER 
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Sharon A. Helms 2027  CROSSROADS 

Carey L Newlin 2027  SALEM UPPER 

SPRINGFIELD 

Anne Marie Taber 2027  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

The members of the Printing Committee are appointed by the 

yearly meeting Nominating Committee for three-year terms, 

with staggered expiration dates. It is this committee's 

responsibility to see that the yearly meeting minutes and any 

other documents authorized by the yearly meeting and 

Representative Meeting (such as memorials, pamphlets, and 

the Book of Discipline) are printed and distributed. The 

committee selects a printing company and sees that accurate 

information gets to that company in a timely manner. Yearly 

Meeting Minute Books are generally distributed early in 

Eleventh Month.  
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Recorders 

Appointed by Monthly Meetings. Term of service is 1 year. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Michael R. Kinch 2025  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Penny Thomas 2025  MARLBOROUGH 

David W. Casterline 2025  ROCKINGHAM 

Sharon A. Helms 2025  CROSSROADS 

Rebecca J. Hawkins 2025  MIDDLETON 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2025  MIDDLETON 

Lola Jean Toot 2025  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Robert J. Rothwell, III 2025  CHESTERFIELD 

Kathleen M. Kovalick 2025  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Roseanna Kathleen Wilkinson 2025  STILLWATER 

Description 

Each monthly meeting has the responsibility of appointing its 

membership recorder. The OYM Nominating Committee 

suggests an OYM recorder, subject to approval by the yearly 

meeting. The position does not have a specified term of 

service and does not have an allowance or budget. Its 

guidelines are self-imposed or traditional. Meetings of the 

monthly meeting recorders may be called by the OYM 

recorder if needed. 

Membership in OYM is obtained and maintained through 

membership in one of the monthly meetings. It is the 

responsibility of each meeting's recorder to keep records of 
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all members (current and past) and the way in which such 

membership was initiated or ended. These records should be 

kept as securely as possible to prevent loss, water damage, 

fire, or other harm. It is the monthly meeting records which 

are the original source of all OYM membership information. 

Electronic records kept by the OYM and monthly meeting 

recorders should also be kept in paper format. 

Since the membership year ends on 6/30, the OYM recorder 

makes sure the monthly meeting recorders have the proper 

forms so that they may complete the annual membership 

report for their monthly meeting's approval. When approved, 

a copy remains with the monthly meeting clerk, one with the 

meeting recorder, and one forwarded to the OYM recorder 

by 7/1. 

The OYM recorder uses the monthly meeting reports to 

prepare a summary report for each Quarterly Meeting, 

getting it to each quarterly meeting clerk at the appropriate 

time. After approval by the Quarterly Meeting, the 

summaries are used by the OYM recorder to prepare the 

annual membership report that is sent to the yearly meeting 

sessions for final approval. 

In the interval between Yearly Meeting and the final printing 

of the minutes, monthly meeting recorders are asked to 

provide the OYM recorder with their updated Monthly 

Meeting Directory. These are compiled and sent on to the 

printing committee. 
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Travel Fund 

Clerk/Convener: Janet Hammer 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Dennis Rockwell 2025  STILLWATER 

Janet Hammer 2025  CHESTERFIELD 

Robert Becerra 2026  STILLWATER 

David F. Eley 2027  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

 

Description 

The purpose of the Travel Fund Committee is to oversee the 

disbursement of funds to assist Ohio Yearly Meeting 

members in their travel needs Members of the committee are 

appointed for a 3 year term. Most business is conducted via 

email correspondence. One member of the committee keeps 

a 3 year budget that projects anticipated expenses/requests. 

Committee members approve requests and the Travel Fund 

treasurer submits proper reimbursement. 

Guidelines: 

Types of travel that the committee considers for funding 

include: 

- OYM representatives to Representative Meeting who need 

assistance with travel. 

- OYM members attending Ohio Yearly Meeting who need 

assistance with travel. 
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- OYM representatives to FCNL and FWCC gatherings. Travel, 

registration, meals and housing are reimbursed. 

- OYM members feeling led to travel in the ministry. 

- OYM members who attend other Quaker gatherings where 

funding assistance may be needed. 

Friends seeking funds for travel assistance should make a 

written request to a current committee member that includes 

an estimate of cost. To receive reimbursement, Friends 

should submit a receipt to the Travel Fund committee 

treasurer. 

Because funds are limited, priority will be given to members 

needing help to get to Representative and Yearly Meeting, 

representatives to FCNL, FWCC  and requests for traveling in 

the ministry. Other requests will be considered but due to 

limited funds may not receive approval. 

Friends feeling led to travel in the Ministry are to approach 

their Monthly Meeting first to ask for discernment in their 

leading, issuance of an approving minute, and assistance with 

funds.  If the Monthly Meeting approves the travel request 

and additional assistance is required then the Monthly 

Meeting may make a request to the Travel Fund Committee 

for further help. Friends are directed to the Discipline of Ohio 

Yearly Meeting of Friends for further details about 

procedures for travel on religious concerns. 

Because funds are limited, the Committee will attempt to 

anticipate upcoming travel requests for the year in advance 

in the above mentioned priority areas and budget 

accordingly. Travel to FWCC, in particular, is expensive as 
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conferences often require overseas travel for 2-3 

representatives. 

The Committee proposes to look ahead to anticipated 

requests and budget accordingly in an attempt to allow full 

funding and to request an appropriate allocation from the 

Yearly Meeting to cover expenses for the upcoming year. A 

budget for the upcoming year will be submitted to Ohio 

Yearly Meeting when we make our request. 

Technical Support Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Conrad Lindes, David W. Casterline 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Charles Thomas, Jr 2025  MARLBOROUGH 

Earl Smith 2025  STILLWATER 

Conrad Lindes 2026  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Dennis Rockwell 2026  STILLWATER 

Kim Richard Palmer 2026  STILLWATER 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2026  MIDDLETON 

Constance Bair-Thompson 2026  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

David W. Casterline 2027  ROCKINGHAM 

David Male 2027  STILLWATER 

Kent Palmer 2027  ROCKINGHAM 

 

Description 
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Ohio Yearly Meeting has experienced firsthand, the 

challenges and opportunities that new technologies provide.   

In order to meet these challenges and take advantage of 

these opportunities, the Yearly Meeting gathered Friends 

with technological gifts and charged them with establishing  

general guidelines and to assist with technologies or 

technology-related decisions. 

Under the Lord’s guidance, these Friends will draw on their 

technical knowledge to discern where technology will help to 

advance His kingdom and where it may hinder it.  Areas of 

discernment could be Outreach, record keeping, online 

meetings and potentially others.  The committee will not 

assume any responsibilities already allocated but will serve 

other bodies of the Yearly Meeting with advice and 

assistance. 

A particular concern of the Yearly Meeting is that new 

technologies can create divisions amongst Friends.  The 

concern includes the differences between those who are 

comfortable with technological developments and those who 

are not.  This issue can be mitigated with education and 

support.  However, there is another danger.  Separate 

communities can develop separating those online from those 

physically present at a meeting.  That problem will require 

specific attention.  The committee will monitor the issue, 

drawing upon gifts of other Yearly Meeting Friends as needed 

to perceive and address it. 

The committee has its roots in a time when Friends with 

technical expertise first assisted the Agenda Committee with 

online and hybrid business meetings.  This committee must 

be ready to provide similar assistance. 
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When the need for support of online Yearly Meeting Sessions 

is confirmed by Agenda Committee or Representative 

Meeting, the committee will plan accordingly.  Towards these 

ends they should meet no later than Fifth Month each year to 

begin planning for Yearly Meeting.  The work must be 

coordinated with the Agenda Committee. 

This planning involves allocating technical resources at Yearly 

Meeting time, helping sessions to be available online and to 

function smoothly.  The allocation includes, but is not limited 

to, hardware, software, Internet access, and individuals to 

monitor and operate them.   The committee will be 

responsible for assisting the Clerks in managing and 

displaying digital documents and aiding in the timely 

resolution of problems.  To accomplish these ends, the 

committee will appoint one or more technical clerks for 

Yearly and Representative Meetings to monitor the computer 

screens for Friends who wish to speak to a topic and 

communicate this to the clerk.  The committee will also 

appoint one or more Friends On-Call who will have a 

publicized phone number to whom questions or problems 

with the online component can be addressed. 

Problem resolution includes system-wide issues as well as 

smaller challenges that affect a single participant.  This is not 

to suggest that all members of the committee must be 

present at Yearly Meeting.   However, the committee should 

locate technically capable Friends and confirm that they are 

available and agreeable to fill these roles. 

When requested, the Committee will also assist Quarterly 

Meetings, Monthly Meetings, and committees to set up 

online or hybrid gatherings. 
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Throughout the year, individuals on the committee and the 

committee as a whole should be available for consultation on 

technical matters.  Each member of the committee should be 

acquainted with the specialties of the other members, in 

order that questions can be referred to the appropriate 

Friend when necessary. 

Members serve on the Technical Support Committee for a 

period of three years.  These periods can be adjusted for 

individual Friends at the recommendation of Nominating 

Committee and approval by Yearly Meeting to ensure that 

terms are staggered.  Each of these three years of service 

begins at the end of the Yearly Meeting in which the 

appointment was approved and continues until the following 

Yearly Meeting concludes. 

Trustees of Ohio Yearly Meeting 

Property 

Clerk/Convener: Robert J. Rockwell 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

David Male 2025  STILLWATER 

Richard F. Sidwell 2026  MIDDLETON 

Robert W. Stratton 2026  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Robert J. Rockwell 2027  STILLWATER 

Timothy Rockwell 2027  STILLWATER 
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Description 

Property Trustees were established as a committee of the 

yearly meeting in 1994, taking over the service of a 

committee appointed by the Representative meeting. The 

committee works with a similar committee of Stillwater 

Monthly Meeting to oversee maintenance and repair of the 

yearly meetinghouse. The yearly meeting budgets funds for 

this work, but often trustees and other Friends donate their 

own time and/or materials. The Property Trustees, again in 

cooperation with Stillwater Friends, may also schedule and 

oversee a time before yearly meeting sessions for cleaning 

the meetinghouse. 

The Property Trustees should include Friends of varying ages 

who are able to climb stairs in the meetinghouse and 

participate in its repair. The trustees submit an annual report 

to the yearly meeting, detailing the work completed during 

the past year and any maintenance needs anticipated in the 

near future. 

Walton Home Board 

Clerk/Convener: Barbara Warrington 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Kathleen M. Kovalick 2025  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Barbara Warrington 2025  STILLWATER 

James S. Kirk 2025  MIDDLETON 
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Judith Hutchison 2025  Coopted Community Member 

David W. Casterline 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

Jean Cooper 2026  Coopted Community Member 

Denise Troy 2026  STILLWATER 

Robert Becerra 2026  STILLWATER 

Sharon A. Helms 2027  CROSSROADS 

Cindy McGee 2027  Coopted Community Member 

Karen Walsh 2027  STILLWATER 

Karen Campf 2027  MIDDLETON 

Mitch Bartels  2027  Coopted Community Member 

Anne Bartels (Community member) 2027  Coopted Community Member 

 

Description 

It is the Board's primary function to create a wisely 

considered and compelling vision for the betterment of those 

the Lord has entrusted into our care and to consider what 

conditions or changes to bring to pass. The Board must 

relentlessly probe behind good activity in search of good 

effects, keeping its attention focused on defining and refining 

the mission. 

The Board is responsible for governance of the Walton, 

setting goals and objectives that will fulfill the mission and 

long-range plans of the Home and monitor the fulfillment of 

the plans. The Board is to serve as a liaison to the community 

and represent the community to the Home. 

Regularly the Board must review financial statements, 

insurance coverage, assist management, and provide a 
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financial compilation. The Board must make sure monies are 

handled properly and that all requirements of funders and 

contract criteria are met. 

Walton receives funds from OYM and presents an accounting 

report to the Yearly Meeting on an annual basis. Additionally, 

written reports are made to OYM on the progress of the 

Home. 

Service on the Walton Board is normally a 3-year 

appointment with nomination coming through the 

Nominating Committee. 

The Board membership includes eight but not more than 

twelve members of OYM plus three to not more than five 

persons who are not members of OYM (Community 

Members), with a maximum of fifteen Members. The 

members’ terms will be staggered so that some positions are 

filled annually. 

The Board appoints officers each year, President, Vice 

President, and Recording Secretary, preferably after the new 

members have been appointed. The goals of OYM are to be 

reflected in all policies. In carrying out its objectives, the 

Board will want to: 

- Be responsible for employing managers and guiding their 

work through carefully established policies. 

- See that systematic organization and evaluation procedures 

are in place and functioning properly. 

- Develop a detailed job description for the Manager(s), 

including employment terms, conditions, and expectations. 
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Wider Fellowship of Conservative 

Friends 

Clerk/Convener: Nancy A. Hawkins 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 
Sharon A. Helms EX_OFFICO Registrar CROSSROADS 

Sarah Parsons 2026  MIDDLETON 

Tom Roberts 2026  STILLWATER 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2027  MIDDLETON 

Michael R. Kinch 2027  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

John C. Smith 2027  ROCKINGHAM 

Sharon A. Helms 2027  CROSSROADS 

 

Description 

The purpose of this committee is to facilitate and encourage 

visitation among Conservative Friends, and to promote the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. We plan and host gatherings, 

usually biannually, inviting Conservative Friends and those of 

like mind to worship our Lord together. We have found that 

many people outside formal Conservative Friends' 

membership have an interest and hunger for fellowship with 

Friends who hold to the centrality of Christ. This has opened 

up opportunities for a wide and growing correspondence 

between committee members and scattered Friends within 

the U.S. and in other countries. There is also a sense of the 

need for traveling ministry, to encourage all to uphold Jesus, 

as His Holy Spirit gives openings in waiting Spiritual worship. 
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The committee publishes the quarterly periodical The 

Conservative Friend, for "all those who love His appearing" 

WFCF committee members need to understand Conservative 

Friends. They also should have a desire to practice the beliefs 

of Friends in allowing their lives to be yielded to the Holy 

Spirit.  

Custodians of the Records 

Appointed by Nominating Committee.  

Member Tenure Meeting 
Seth Hinshaw IN_PERPETUITY Appointed MARLBOROUGH 

Beverly Kirk Shull IN_PERPETUITY Appointed STILLWATER 

Kimberly A. Newlin IN_PERPETUITY Appointed SALEM UPPER 

SPRINGFIELD Constance Bair- 

Thompson 
IN_PERPETUITY Appointed CHESTNUT RIDGE 

 

Description 

The Custodians of the Records preserve in a suitable, safe 

manner all OYM records of importance, including those of 

subordinate meetings, and the historical records of Olney 

Friends School and the Walton Retirement Home. Four 

Friends currently serve, including one from each quarterly 

meeting. The Yearly Meeting decided in 2010 that the 

Custodians had charge of the records in the vault at Olney 

Friends School and the vault in the Salem Meeting House. 

The Custodians meet as required to manage the records or to 

deposit additional records. No ongoing funding is required. A 

written report is made to the yearly meeting following or 

anticipating any important records activity. It is helpful for 

members to have analytical minds, historical interests, and 

some knowledge of OYM history and structure. 
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Representative Meeting 
Clerk: Sarah Parsons 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Charles Thomas, Jr EX_OFFICO Yearly Meeting Clerk MARLBOROUGH 

Kathryn Elizabeth Smith 2025  STILLWATER 

Charles Thomas, Jr 2025  MARLBOROUGH 

Conrad Lindes 2025  SALEM UPPER 

SPRINGFIELD 
Kimberly A. Newlin 2025  SALEM UPPER 

SPRINGFIELD 
Michael R. Kinch 2025  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Sharon A. Helms 2025  CROSSROADS 

David W. Casterline 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

David F. Eley 2026  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Seth Hinshaw 2026  MARLBOROUGH 

Debora Hope Taber 2026  STILLWATER 

Karen Walsh 2026  STILLWATER 

Burton M. Doudna 2027  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2027  MIDDLETON 

Janet Hammer 2027 Reading Clerk CHESTERFIELD 

Sarah Parsons 2027  MIDDLETON 

Mary Alice Pino 2027  MIDDLETON 

Constance Bair-

Thompson 
2027  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Wil Brant 2027  CROSSROADS 
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Description 

The Representative Meeting consists of up to 21 persons, 

seven of whom are appointed annually for three year terms. 

The clerk of the Yearly Meeting is an ex-officio member of the 

body. Representative Meeting meets in the fall and spring to 

represent the Yearly Meeting when it is not in session. 

Called meetings may be called by the clerk at the request of 

four or more members. One third of the members are 

required to conduct business, including representatives from 

at least two Quarterly Meetings. 

The Representative Meeting keeps written minutes of its 

proceedings. Copies of the minutes of each meeting should 

be forwarded to the Monthly Meeting clerks in a timely 

fashion to keep all members apprised of the business that was 

conducted. The minutes should be sent to the Yearly Meeting 

in Eighth Month for its approval. 

The duties of the Representative Meeting are: 

•  In general, to act for the Yearly Meeting when it is not in 

session. 

•  To represent the Yearly Meeting, and to appear in its 

behalf, whenever the interest or reputation of the Society of 

Friends may call for it. 

•  To authorize any material to be published and distributed 

under the name of the Yearly Meeting, including any 

memorials of deceased Friends. 

•  To extend support to individuals as their case may require, 

or apply to the government on their behalf. 



187 

•  To assist in the care of the yearly meetinghouse. 

The Representative Meeting may draw on the Yearly Meeting 

treasury to cover its expenses. The Meeting is not to adopt 

any article of faith or discipline which has not been authorized 

by the Yearly Meeting. 

Treasurer 

Appointed by Audit and Budget. Term of service is 1 year. 

Beverly Kirk Shull 

Tenure: 2025 

Description 

The treasurer of OYM is appointed by the yearly meeting for 

a one-year term, from one yearly meeting session to the next. 

The treasurer is to receive funds on behalf of OYM and to pay 

expenditures approved by the yearly meeting and/or 

Representative Meeting of OYM.  Soon after the annual 

budget is approved, the treasurer shall send a copy of the YM 

budget to each monthly meeting clerk. In this notification, it 

is helpful if the treasurer indicates a time when monies should 

be forwarded to the treasurer. The treasurer is expected to 

keep accurate records of all transactions and to submit these 

records to an annual audit committee appointed by OYM. He 

or she is expected to handle these funds with care using 

sound business practices to earn a reasonable return on 

investment that is compatible with the "conscience" of OYM. 

The treasurer will prepare a financial report showing income, 

expenses, and investments of the past year, as well as any 

other information that is felt to be important to the yearly 

meeting. This report shall be presented in printed form to the 
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yearly meeting clerk so that suitable copies can be prepared 

prior to the time for the report to be considered by the yearly 

meeting. 

Assistant Treasurer 

Appointed by Audit and Budget. Term of service is 1 year. 

Robert Becerra 

Tenure: 2025 

Recorder 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 1 

year. 

Michael R. Kinch 

Tenure: 2025 

Description 

OYM Recorder’s Responsibilities 

Maintain a current list of  Monthly Meeting recorders . 

Maintain communication with those recorders, and meet 

with them during Yearly Meeting sessions, to improve 

accuracy, ease, and efficiency of their work and yours. 

In 7th Month, compile membership statistics and report them 

to the 7th Month Quarterly Meetings and to Yearly Meeting 

sessions. 

Serve on the printing committee to provide the membership 

report, membership summary, and membership directory for 

the Minutes book. 

Because of the compressed time between the “closing of the 

books” as of 6/30 and the need to have reports to the 

Quarterly Meetings within as little as 8 days, a system has 
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been developed to allow the OYM Recorder to have all data 

immediately available as of 7/1.  Detailed instructions on how 

to use this system are available on the documents: OYM 

Recorder’s Instructions and Instructions for OYM Monthly 

Meeting Recorders. These are stored in the online drive under 

the OYMRecorder@gmail.com account.  

Assistant Recorder 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 1 

year. 

Charles Thomas, Jr 

Tenure: 2025 

Yearly Meeting Clerk 

Appointed by Quarterly Meeting Representatives to Yearly 

Meeting. Term of service is 1 year. 

Charles Thomas, Jr 

Tenure: 2025 

Email: charles.c.thomas.jr@gmail.com 

Phone number: HOME:(610) 347-0843, CELL:(609) 

304-1575 (Chip) 

Description 

Clerks for the Yearly Meeting are appointed annually by the 

Quarterly Meeting representatives.  They preside at the 

meetings for business, read reports, record minutes and 

answer routine correspondence.  Names of Quarterly 

Meeting representatives, and all written reports, are to be 

given to the Clerks well in advance of the session at which 

they are to be read. 
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Yearly Meeting Assistant Clerk 

Appointed by Quarterly Meeting Representatives to Yearly 

Meeting.  

Robert Wilber 
Tenure: 2025 
 

Kenneth P. Jacobsen 
Tenure: 2025 
 

 

FWCC Representatives 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Diane Reynolds 2026  STILLWATER 

David Male 2027  STILLWATER 

Eileen Kinch 2027  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

 

Description 

OYM's representatives to the Friends World Committee for 

Consultation, Section of the Americas, are to facilitate 

communication between the two organizations. They can 

help the Section understand the yearly meeting's concerns 

and help interpret to the yearly meeting the work and the 

needs of the FWCC. The FWCC expects yearly meeting 

representatives to raise money for the Section, especially 

through appropriations from their yearly meeting. 

Representatives are expected to attend the annual meeting 

of the Section of the Americas, customarily held in Third 

Month in a hotel in a different location each year. (That 
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annual meeting is open to any Friend wishing to attend.) 

Representatives get priority from OYM in being chosen to 

represent it at FWCC Triennials, held every three years in 

various locations throughout the world. In addition, the FWCC 

asks many representatives to serve on working committees, 

which usually meet at least once a year (often in the fall), as 

well as at the annual spring meeting. Some OYM Travel Funds 

are available for attending these meetings, by request. Some 

funds may also be available from the Section. 

If FWCC personnel are present at yearly meeting, OYM 

representatives should see that their needs are tended. 

Retiring representatives retain their duties through yearly 

meeting week. Terms for OYM Representatives to FWCC 

should be for three years, in order to mesh with the Section's 

expectations of representatives. 

Representatives should be concerned Friends with current 

experience in OYM as well as an interest in worldwide 

Quakerism. They should be able to articulate their faith and 

ideas, have a zeal to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ, be able 

to travel when called upon, and have a degree of tolerance 

for various cultures and religious expressions. 

FCNL Representatives 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Sylvia E. Thomas 2025  STILLWATER 

Tom Roberts 2026  STILLWATER 

Earl Smith 2027  STILLWATER 
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Description 

OYM members named as representatives to the Friends 

Committee on National Legislation are contacts for 

communicating concerns between the FCNL and OYM. It is 

hoped that at least one representative will attend the annual 

FCNL meeting in Washington, DC, in Eleventh Month. 

Financial help for attending the meeting may be requested 

from the OYM Travel Fund. A report of the highlights of the 

meeting should be presented to the yearly meeting and may 

be similarly shared with other meetings and individuals. 

If an FCNL staff person is present during yearly meeting week, 

representatives should assure that the Agenda Committee 

has set a time and place when the staff person may meet with 

concerned individuals. In addition, at least one representative 

should see that the staff person is welcomed and that his or 

her needs are met. 

Although there have in recent years been no meetings among 

OYM representatives to FCNL during the year, coordination 

among them is important in planning possible attendance at 

the annual meeting and in welcoming a staff person. It is 

helpful if the representatives name a convener from among 

themselves. The convener or another representative should 

prepare a brief report to the yearly meeting, highlighting the 

representatives' relevant actions during the past year. 

OYM representatives to the FCNL should have current 

experience with OYM and a desire to learn about the work of 

the FCNL. They should have a real concern to understand, and 

to help others understand, the legislation that Friends hope 

will help toward a more just and peaceful world. 
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Calendar of Ohio Yearly Meeting of 

Friends and its subordinate Meetings 

All times referenced are Eastern U. S. (New York) time. 

Ohio Yearly Meeting (opened 1813) is held in Stillwater Meeting 

House, near Barnesville, Ohio and will commence in 2025 with a 

meeting for Ministry and Oversight on Eighth Month 5th at 

10:00AM.  Opening session of Yearly Meeting Eighth Month 5th at 

2:00 PM. Subordinate meetings in 2024-2025 are scheduled to be 

held as follows: 

REPRESENTATIVE MEETING  
Meets the third Seventh Day in Eleventh Month at 1:00 PM at 

Chestnut Ridge.  Also, the Third Seventh Day in Fourth Month at 

Salem at 1:00 PM. Contact Clerk for Zoom links.  Clerk: Sarah 

Parsons, 2176 Peeler Rd, Dunwoody, Georgia 30338, Home: (770)-

512-0330, Consuir@aol.com. Reading Clerk: Janet Hammer, 12666 

Parmiter Rd., Amesville, OH 45711,  (740)448-2341, 

hammerj@ohio.edu. 

ROCKINGHAM QUARTERLY MEETING 
Meets the second Seventh Day of First, Fourth, Sixth, and Ninth 

Months at various locations. Questions can be sent 

to rockinghamquarterlymeeting@gmail.com or you can phone the 

clerk (Kent Palmer) at (574) 606 - 8917. 

Quarterly Meeting for Ministry and Oversight, same day at 10 AM, 

Clerk Seth Hinshaw 

SALEM QUARTERLY MEETING 
Held at Salem on the second Seventh-Day in Second, Fifth, 

Seventh and Eleventh Months, at 10:30 AM.  Hybrid Zoom 

connections are available.  Contact Clerk for Zoom link. 

Clerks: Mary Alice Pino, 44550 SR 517, Columbiana, OH 44408; 

Nelda J. Hawkins, assistant. 

mailto:rockinghamquarterlymeeting@gmail.com
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Quarterly Meeting for Ministry and Oversight, same day at 9:30 

AM, Clerk Nancy Hawkins. 

STILLWATER QUARTERLY MEETING 
11/02/24 at Stillwater Meeting near Barnesville, a hybrid meeting 

4/05/25 at Chesterfield Monthly Meeting at Chesterhill, Oh 

7/05/25 at Chestnut Ridge Monthly Meeting near Barnesville, a 

hybrid meeting  

Quarterly Meeting for Ministry and Oversight at 9:30 AM Clerk, 

Sylvia Thomas, (614)235-5564, followed by food provided, and 

regular Quarterly Meeting for Business at 1 PM Clerk, Kathy 

Kovalick, 740-425-2680. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
In Rockingham Quarter 

Keystone Fellowship: Usually the third Seventh Day of each 

month at 10:30 AM.  Hybrid meetings are held most weeks.  

Contact Clerk Eileen Kinch 717-517-1476 for location, to 

confirm time or Zoom link.   

Marlborough:  Usually the third First Day of each month at 1:30 

PM on Zoom.   Contact the Clerk: Bridget Casterline (908) 510-

0527 gothamgoeswest@gmail.com for connection information.  
Rockingham: Online with Zoom.  Usually, the first First Day of 

each month from September - June at 2:30 PM. Contact 

meeting clerk(s) at RockinghamMonthlyMeeting@gmail.com 

for Zoom link or more information. 

In Salem Quarter 

Crossroads:  Meeting for Business is on Zoom at 5:30 PM on the 

second First Day of the month. Zoom information on the OYM 

website calendar. Acting Clerk: Sharon Helms (248) 464-1018.   

Middleton: Middleton: 11:30 a.m. on the second First-day, 

following worship. Clerk: Mary Alice Pino (330)831-1242.  

Preparative Meeting for Ministry and Oversight: 5th day after 

meeting for worship and the week before Salem Quarter M&O.  
Salem Upper Springfield: The second First Day of each month, 

after worship. Clerk: Carey L. Newlin (330) 332-0565; 

mailto:gothamgoeswest@gmail.com
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Preparative Meeting for Ministry and Oversight held after 

business meeting and fellowship.  

In Stillwater Quarter 

Chesterfield: The third First-day of each month following meeting 

for worship. Clerk: Robert J. Rothwell (740) 551-9121.  
Chestnut Ridge: Second Fifth Day of the month at 9:30 am at 

Chestnut Ridge meeting house. Clerk: Burton M. Doudna 740-

260-4926, Carolyn Doudna McGinnis, assistant. 

Stillwater: First-day following the third Seventh-day of each 

Month, after worship.  Email Sylvia Thomas 

<sethos@gcfn.com> for Zoom link. Clerk: Thomas F. 

Rockwell (609) 610-7759; Leonard D. Guindon, assistant. 

Meetings for Worship 
Links to online worship are available at 

https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events. 

 

At Chesterfield, 10:30 AM First Day  Followed by shared lunch 

and fellowship. 

At Chestnut Ridge, 10:30 AM, First Day.  
At Crossroads,   First Day Worship 10:30 AM at the 

Meetinghouse.  First Day Evening 7 PM on Zoom. See  

crossroadsquakers.org or ohioyearlymeeting.org/calendar/ for 

details. 

At Keystone Fellowship, usually on Seventh Day or First Day 

(either in members’ homes or in the local meeting house). 

Contact the clerk for time and place. Hybrid meetings are held 

most weeks.  Please contact the clerk for the link. 

At Marlborough, 11:00 AM, First Day. 

At Middleton, 10:30 AM, First Day.  

At Rockingham, Hybrid meeting on First Day at 10:30 AM: In 

person at 3876 Hopkins Gap Rd, Harrisonburg, VA 22802, or 

online with Seekers' Haven Worship Group.  Links to online 

worship are available at https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-

events.    

At Salem, 10:30 AM, First Day. 
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At Seekers’ Haven under the care of Salem Upper Springfield 

Monthly Meeting,   Meeting for Worship First Day mornings 

10:30-11:30 Eastern Time, followed by fellowship.   Zoom link 

is at https://yourfriendinchrist.net/waiting-worship/ or on the 

Ohio Yearly Meeting website.    

At Stillwater, 10:30 AM, First Day in the Meetinghouse and 

online.  Link available at https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-

events/. 

At Waysmeet Worship Group, 10:30 AM First Day, Columbus OH 

metro area, hybrid worship using Stillwater Meeting's First Day 

Worship link. Contact Sylvia Thomas < sethos@gcfn.org> to 

arrange in-person meeting, or text (614) 329-5564 or call (614) 

235-5564. Link also available at ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-

events. 

 

Bible Study  
Chestnut Ridge: First Day 9:30 am shared with zoom attendees 

from Stillwater, Ways Meet, and differing parts of the world. 

Stillwater:  Join Stillwater Meeting's First Day Worship link from 

9:30-10:15 AM, (before worship at 10:30), to share in Bible 

Study reflection with Stillwater and Chestnut Ridge Meetings 

and Waysmeet Worship Group. Join online or in person at 

Stillwater and Chestnut Ridge Meetings in Barnesville OH. 

Midweek Meetings for Worship 
Chesterfield, 7:00-7:30  PM Fourth Day followed by Reading and 

Study.  

Crossroads,  Fourth Day Evening 7 PM on Zoom.  See  

crossroadsquakers.org or ohioyearlymeeting.org/calendar/ for 

details.   

Middleton, Fifth Day, 3:00 PM.  

Waysmeet Worship Group,  Fifth Day 2:00 PM, online. Email 

Sylvia Thomas <sethos@gcfn.com> or call (614) 235-5564 or 

text (614) 329-5564 for Zoom link. Link also available at 

ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events. 

https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events/
https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events/
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Locations of Meeting Places  
In addition to physical locations, several Meetings have established 

an online presence for Worship and business.  See 

ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events. 

 

Chesterfield: Chesterhill, OH, on Rte 555 east from Rte. 377  

Chestnut Ridge: 35555 Chestnut Ridge Rd Twp 26 Barnesville, 

Oh. 43713.  From the center of Barnesville, OH, 1.9 miles 

south. On Rte 800; turn left on Twp Road 26 near top of 

hill, then ½ mile to meetinghouse (go right at 1st fork, left 

at 2nd fork).  

Crossroads: 4108 Menton, Flint, MI 48507.  For additional 

information, contact Sharon Helms, (248) 464-1018. 

Keystone Fellowship: Meetings for worship on Seventh Day or 

First Day either in members' homes or in the local meeting 

house, 2641 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bird-in-Hand PA. For 

information, contact Eileen Kinch at 717-517-1476.  

Marlborough: 361 Marlboro Spring Rd., Kennett Square, PA 

19348-1309.  For information, 

http://www.marlboroughmeeting.org or call Bridget 

Casterline (908) 510-0527.  

Middleton: 44866 Crestview Rd., Columbiana, OH. 3 miles south 

of Rte. 14 on Rte. 7, west ¼ mile on Crestview Rd  

Rockingham:  Hybrid meeting on First Day at 10:30 AM: Online 

with Seekers' Haven Worship Group or in person at 3876 

Hopkins Gap Rd, Harrisonburg, VA 22802.   Take exit 251 

from I-81 S. Turn left on US-11 S. Turn right onto Mt 

Clinton Pike.  Continue to follow highway 763 as the name 

of the road changes from Mt. Clinton Pike to Singers Glen 

Road.   Turn left onto State Rte. 613/State Rte. 763.  This 

becomes Hopkins Gap Road. Continue straight on Hopkins 

Gap Rd at the top of the hill.  Pass the yellow house and 

turn into the drive past the yellow house.  The Meeting 

Room is located at the back of the yellow house.  Enter 

from the parking area on the side of the house. 
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Salem: 350 East 6th Street, Salem, Ohio 44460 

Seeker's’ Haven:  Contact Conrad Lindes (440) 884-0338 for 

directions, or check the OYM website for the weekly 

Zoom link. 

Stillwater: 61830 Sandy Ridge Rd., Barnesville, OH From 

Barnesville, OH, 1 mile east on E. Main St., take right onto 

Shamrock Dr. opposite Save-A-Lot, turn into Olney 

Friends School at top of hill. 

Waysmeet Worship Group: 2747 Bexley Park Rd. Columbus OH 

43209.  Call Sylvia Thomas to confirm (614) 235-5564 or 

text (614) 329-5564.   
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Membership Statistics 
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