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Opening Session, Eighth Month 1st, 

Afternoon  

At the Annual Sessions of Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends held in 

the Stillwater Meeting House and online, by adjournments from 

Eighth Month 1st through Eighth Month 5th in the year 2023, 

inclusive.   

So then, my friends, because of God's great mercy to us I appeal 

to you: Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to 

his service and pleasing to him.  This is the true worship that you 

should offer. Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this 

world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete change 

of your mind.  Then you will be able to know the will of God—

what is good and is pleasing to him and is perfect.  And because 

of God's gracious gift to me I say to every one of you: Do not think 

of yourself more highly than you should. Instead, be modest in 

your thinking, and judge yourself according to the amount of 

faith that God has given you.  We have many parts in the one 

body, and all these parts have different functions.  In the same 

way, though we are many, we are one body in union with Christ, 

and we are all joined to each other as different parts of one body.  

So, we are to use our different gifts in accordance with the grace 

that God has given us. If our gift is to speak God's message, we 

should do it according to the faith that we have;  if it is to serve, 

we should serve; if it is to teach, we should teach;  if it is to 

encourage others, we should do so. Whoever shares with others 

should do it generously; whoever has authority should work hard; 

whoever shows kindness to others should do it cheerfully. 

Romans 12:9-21 

We were reminded of the mystery hidden for ages, but now 

revealed to us: Christ in you, the Hope of Glory.  We were asked 

to place Christ in the center of all we do in this yearly meeting and 

in our lives, so that we can live in Christ and be one in Him. 
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We were glad to welcome the following visitors: 

Brad Jackson from Western Yearly Meeting, Indiana,   Sara 

Dawson from Denver, Colorado Friends Church, Ellerie Brownfain 

from Broadmead Monthly Meeting, Lake Erie Yearly Meeting, 

Matthew Harding from New Zealand,  Chaddo from London, 

Ontario,  Lorene Ludy from Iowa YM Conservative, and Wollmer 

Uzcategui from Venezuela.   

Nancy Craft from North Carolina Yearly Meeting was also among 

our visitors.  We read her letter of introduction.   The Yearly 

Meeting directed the Clerk to endorse Nancy’s letter and return it 

with our greetings and love. 

In addition to our visitors, we noted the online attendance of 

Thomas Rainey Smith.  Thomas is from Takoradi Ghana and is an 

affiliate of Rockingham Monthly Meeting. 

Query Summaries 
We have read the first, second and third queries and approved 

the following summaries. 

1st Query: Are meetings for worship well and 

punctually attended?  Is our behavior therein 

conducive to meditation and communion with 

God?  Do we maintain a waiting spiritual worship 

and a free gospel ministry?  Do we welcome others 

to share this fellowship with us? 

YM Summary: Our meetings are well and punctually 
attended.  Zoom is often used to encourage participation by 
Friends at a distance and we are deeply grateful for this 
technology.   While  reminding ourselves that a subtle quality of a 
meeting can be lost for those online,  we are confident that it 
provides an asset to our Meetings and gives our Free Gospel 
Ministry a global reach. 
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We take our approach to worship seriously.  Some study Scripture 

beforehand.  Most make a concerted effort to clear their minds of 

the challenges of the preceding week.  All strive to come with 

hearts and minds prepared.  We are committed to meditation and 

communion with God. 

We have experienced the fruits of our welcoming, both online and 

in person.  There have been visits by families, inquiries about 

membership and an expanded online attendance.   We rejoice in 

sharing ”God’s love for all” through His son, Jesus Christ.    

2nd Query: Do we cherish a forgiving spirit, and 
strive to “walk in love, as Christ also hath loved 
us”?  Is each one of us careful for the reputation of 
others?  Are we ever mindful to love our neighbor 
as ourselves?  If differences threaten to disrupt the 
Christian harmony between the members, is 
prompt action taken? 

YM Summary: We cherish a forgiving spirit and earnestly try to 

love others as He has loved us.   Yet, this measure can be 
challenging.   Loving can be harder than forgiving and we ask 
ourselves, “what is sufficient forgiveness?”  

There are times when it is difficult to refrain from the judgment of 

others.  Some of us have found ourselves commenting about 

others in ways that do not show them in a good light.  In the not-

too-distant past there were times when prompt action was not 

taken to preserve Christian harmony.  

For this reason, we rely on the Lord to change us.   With God's 

help, we are careful for reputations, avoid gossip and careless 

discussion.    Rather than confront those we disagree with, our 

Lord guides us to love them.   With His strength we are  gentle 
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with ourselves and others when hurtful actions or statements 

occur.   As we depend on Him, we become useful to Him. 

“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good 

work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus.” Philippians 1:6 

3rd Query: Are our homes places of peace, joy, and 

contentment?  Are they an influence for good in 

the neighborhood, community, and country?  Do 

we set a good Christian example for our children to 

follow?  Are Friends careful that their children 

realize that our loving Savior will faithfully guide 

them through life, as they are willing to accept and 

obey Him?  Do we help our children to read and 

appreciate the Bible? 

YM Summary : We are committed to making our homes places 

of peace, joy and contentment.  Some are concerned that health 

issues and living alone are impediments to joy.  But as we turn to 

Christ, submitting to His balm, His constant presence becomes 

evident and our joy returns.   In this way, our homes become 

refuges.  They become places of calm where we can retreat from 

the struggles, disruptions and tempests of the wider world. 

We strive to be a presence and influence in our workplaces, 

communities, neighborhoods and country in a way that reflects 

our faith and testimonies.   We make an effort to remember the 

importance of kindness to friends, acquaintances and 

strangers.  Our success reflects our own dedication to Christ.   

Not all of us have children.  The children of some others live at a 

distance.  But all attempt to care for the children, grandchildren 

and great-grandchildren who are in our lives and to help them 
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appreciate the Scriptures.  We continue to encourage them to 

know our loving Savior and trust in His guidance.   As way opens, 

we assist in their upbringing in the faith and love of our 

Lord.  Seeing echoes of our Christian lives in them gives us hope.   

We are dedicated to lovingly receive and uplift the Child of God in 

others.  

Quarterly Meeting Appointments 

We read the names of Friends appointed by our constituent 

meetings to Yearly Meeting.  All the Friends appointed by their 

Quarterly Meetings as representatives to this body were present.  

Quarter Meeting Representatives 
Rockingham Quarter: Penny Thomas, Seth Hinshaw, and 

David Eley 
Salem Quarter: Sharon A. Helms, Nancy A. Hawkins, Rebecca 

J. Hawkins,  Conrad Lindes, and Elvina M. Krekler. 
Stillwater Quarter:  Bob Wilber, Kay Smith, Burton Doudna  

and Tom Roberts 

New Appointments to Nominating 
Committee 
With one exception, the terms for these Friends expire in 2025. 

Chestnut Ridge: Constance Bair-Thompson 
Crossroads: Sharon A. Helms 
Keystone: David Eley (one year appointment), Michael Kinch 
Marlborough: Penny Thomas  
Middleton: Mary Alice Pino 
Salem: Elvina M. Krekler 
Stillwater: Earl Smith  

Currently serving on Nominating 
Committee 
The terms for these Friends expire in 2024. 

Chesterfield: Janet L. Hammer 
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Chestnut Ridge: Evelyn M. Groves  
Marlborough: Seth Hinshaw 
Middleton: Rebecca J. Hawkins 
Rockingham: John C. Smith 
Stillwater: Katherine E. Smith 

Treasurer’s Report 
We heard the following report from our treasurer which was 

accepted with gratitude.   

  OYM Treasurer's Report 07/01/2022 thru 06/30/2023   

    

  2022 Actual 

    

Revenue    

Book Sales                   15.00  

Monthly Meeting Donations           19,167.50  

Other Donations              1,300.00  

             20,482.50  

    

Disbursements    

Ad Hoc Committees                           -    

Agenda Committee                  25.00  

Christian Education Camp 1,200.00  

Clerk's Expenses 200.00  
FCNL  500.00  

Friends Center  27.06  

Friends Disaster Service   250.00  

FWCC   500.00  

Historical Committee   25.00  

Hominy Center   100.00  

Insurance   3,457.50  

Outreach Committee    25.00  

Peace & Human Relations   400.00  
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Printing   1,776.66  

RSWR   250.00  

Travel Fund              2,500.00  

Walton Home   10,000.00  

Water   141.00  

WFCF   25.00 
   

  21,402.22 

    

Revenue over Disbursements - Gain/(Loss)                (919.72) 

    

 Checking Balance 6-30-23 $17,331.58   

 Property Trustees   2,949.67   

 OYM General Funds $14,381.91   

    

    

Respectfully Submitted,   

Dennis Rockwell, 
  

OYM Treasurer, 08/01/2023   

    

  6-30-22 Bal 6-30-23 Bal Change  

 

1 Chester E. 
Hartley 
Maintenance    18,544.16      19,564.08   $ 1,019.92   

 2 General Funds    76,742.69      82,014.61   $ 5,271.92   

 

3 Sale of 
Property to OFS    78,403.13      82,715.30   $ 4,312.17   

 

4 Legal Services 
Contingency $ 25,355.20   $ 26,749.74   $ 1,394.54   

  $199,045.18   $ 211,043.73   $11,998.55   

    

OYM Physical Assets   

Walton Retirement Home and campus 

248 acres of farmland 

Friends Center and garage 
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Plummer House 

1 freestall barn and 1 hay storage building 

Machinery shop and shed 

2,000 bushel corn crib 

1 non-producing gas well 

Taber house 

        

Audit and Budget Committee 

We agreed that David Eley and Constance Bair-Thompson should 

serve on the Audit and Budget Committee this year along with 

Robert Stratton and Beverly Shull who were appointed last year.  

In addition to preparing an audit and budget, they will consider 

names for Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer.   We ask them to 

report back at our concluding session. 

OYM Property Trustees 
The OYM Property Trustees gave us a report on their activities.  

The report was accepted, and their hard work appreciated.   It was 

pointed out that they do a lot of work that is not reported.  We 

thank them for all they do.   

    OYM Property Trustees report to 2023 session 

We not only feel Christ leading us in discerning what work 

needs to be done, but also in providing the resources to 

accomplish it. 

  The number of committee members is probably 

okay.  We do feel free to call on others, OYM members or 

not, for technical advice and/or extra help. 

             Projects completed this year. 

  100,000 btu furnace was installed by Rumer -Loudin 

Heating of Barnesville .  They also disconnected all the old 
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units and removed the two old relics on either side of the 

main meeting room. 

Roof repair: 

1. Replaced  about 60 slate all over the roof. 

2. Removed front snow rail completely and 

repaired about 115 

    slates damaged by snow rail fasteners. 

3. Installed 156 stainless steel snow guards above 

east door and sidewalk. 

  

 The cost of furnace and roof were covered by funds 

Bernie Naylor left to Stillwater Monthly Meeting. 

 

  Dawn Redwood tree between Morlan and brick garage 

was taken down by La Roche tree service.  The tree was a 

hazard to both buildings.  This cost was paid from the 

trustee’s account. 

 

Big job we are considering now is proper treatment 

of  gable and eaves soffit for best maintenance-free 

longevity.  Thinking about aluminum like was done at 

Olney several years ago. 

 

  Trustees are not asking for funds at this time. 

   For the committee, 

   Robert Rockwell. 
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 OYM Property Trustees Financial Statement 

 

Representative Meeting 
The Representative Meeting explained the decisions they made 

on our behalf.  We noted that the Spanish translation of our 

Discipline was not ready for approval.  We did approve their laying 

down of the Hostess Fund.  Representative Meeting reported that 

Sarah Parsons had a concern with Clerking that body.  She 

clarified that her concern was centered around clerking from a 

distance over Zoom.   The Yearly Meeting felt ready to step out in 

faith and attempt a remote clerking exercise.  We are grateful for 

Sarah’s commitment and accepted her as Clerk of Representative 
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Meeting.  We added a clarification to the Representative Meeting 

report:  Janet Hammer will be the Reading Clerk of Representative 

Meeting rather than the Assistant Clerk. 

Report of the Representative Meeting to 

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends 2023. 
 

In our work the past year, several matters of 

importance came before us.  

 

One exciting activity was working with Wollmer 

Uzcategui, a Venezuelan Friend who translated 

the OYM Discipline. We appointed a committee to 

work with him on preparing a final version. We 

hope that the final version will be ready for 

approval by Ohio Yearly Meeting this week.  

 

The ad hoc committee for the OYM youth reported 

to both our meetings.  The committee presented its 

initial two ideas at our fall session, and then in the 

spring we authorized $200 to cover the committee’s 

expenses. The enthusiasm of the committee was 

evident in its reports, and like the committee we 

want to step out in faith and invite people to share 

in the things of God. 

 

At both of our meetings, we approved the 

appointment of Friends to various committees 

upon request by the Nominating Committee, and 

we approved names of some community members 

for the Walton Home Board.  

 

The matter of the Olney Hostess Fund was 

forwarded to us by the last Yearly Meeting. 

Charles Thomas contacted the Monthly Meetings, 
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asking for their advice and/or concerns. Six 

meetings replied. After considering our options, the 

Representative Meeting laid down the Olney 

Hostess Fund. This action will require Yearly 

Meeting approval.  

 

The terms of our clerks having expired, our 

nominating committee recommended Sarah 

Parsons to serve as Clerk and Janet Hammer as 

Assistant.  Sarah has since expressed concern 

about her ability to perform this service, and the 

meeting may need to consider other Friends for 

this role.  

 

On behalf of the Representative Meeting, 

 

Seth Hinshaw, Clerk 

After a short period of silent worship, we adjourned, expecting to 

gather again at this place in the morning.       

Fourth Day, Morning Session, 8/2 

Love must be completely sincere.  Hate what is evil, hold on to 

what is good.  Love one another warmly as Christian brothers, 

and be eager to show respect for one another. Work hard, serving 

the Lord with a heart full of devotion.  Let your hope keep you 

joyful, be patient in your troubles, and pray at all times. Share 

your belongings with your needy fellow Christians, and open 

your homes to strangers. Ask God to bless those who persecute 

you—yes, ask him to bless, not to curse.  Be happy with those 

who are happy, weep with those who weep. Have the same 

concern for everyone. Do not be proud, but accept humble duties. 

Do not be conceited.  If someone has done you wrong, do not repay 

him with a wrong. Try to do what everyone considers to be good.  

Do everything possible on your part to live in peace with 

everybody.  Never take revenge, my friends, but instead let God's 
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anger do it. For the scripture says, “I will take revenge, I will pay 

back, says the Lord.”  Instead, as the scripture says: “If your 

enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them a 

drink; for by doing this you will make them burn with shame.” 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Romans 12:9-21 

We discovered that God gave us the power of imagination.  He 

gave us this power beyond any other part of creation.  We can use 

this power to change this world and make it better.  We can use it 

to fill the world with his love.   But change can be a mystery.  We 

can be changed in the twinkling of an eye, but we must be ready 

to change.  We must be ready to change ourselves before we can 

expect to change anyone else.   We must be ready to accept what 

God offers.  

We extended our welcome to the following visitors:  Dan Kirk 

from Carrollton, Ohio,  Barb Smith from Perkasie, Pennsylvania. 

Shannon Brown from Pennsylvania,  Hope Foster from Palo Alto, 

California.  

At the end of our previous session, it was explained that a Friend, 

Jerry Kuntson of Orlando Monthly Meeting in Florida, intended to 

be present at our Yearly Meeting.  Unfortunately, serious health 

concerns prevented his appearance among us.  We wish him well 

and pray for his speedy recovery.  

Query Summaries 

The fourth, fifth and sixth queries were read along with suggested 

summaries.   The summaries were considered and approved with 

modifications. 

Fourth Query: Believing our bodies to be the 

temple of God, are we concerned to attain a high 

level of physical and mental health?  To this end 
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are our lives examples of temperance in all things?  

Do we avoid and discourage the use and handling 

of intoxicants, tobacco, and improper use of drugs? 

YM Summary: The Spirit of God dwells within us.  He works on 

completing the temple of our bodies, as we let Him.   We try to do 

our part by staying healthy physically and mentally and avoiding 

things that are harmful.   We exercise daily or as often as we can, 

and we hope to do more.   

As some approach the end of life, we are more aware that our 

temples become weaker and less cognizant.  So, as we cared for 

the temple of our children, we similarly do our best to care for our 

elderly.  

We are temperate in that we avoid intoxicants, tobacco, and 

improper use of drugs.  And as we strive for temperance in all 

things, we are concerned about the world’s noise that we take 

in.  Too much news consumption and too much use of electronic 

media can also be a hindrance.   Most of us abstain from 

alcohol.  Many have been raised in homes of temperance, even 

abstinence, and find it easy to practice these beliefs.  This reminds 

us how important it is to maintain a standard as we raise children. 

Fifth Query: Are we sensitive to the needs of those 

around us who may be in less fortunate 

circumstances?  Do we prayerfully consider how 

we can share one another's burdens when the 

need arises?  Do we counsel lovingly and 

prayerfully with those members whose actions in 

any phase of life give us grounds for concern? 

YM Summary:  We are generally sensitive to the needs of those 

around us, but sometimes are unaware of those who are not so 
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close.  Due to the pressure of our own troubles or not knowing 

how to help, we can miss the chance to assist.   Other times, we 

feel overwhelmed by the challenge, and do nothing.    

To overcome these obstacles, we  prayerfully seek guidance on 

how to help those in need.   With this guidance,  we have assisted 

those with financial challenges and health issues.  We have 

provided food, walked with others, and furnished 

transportation.   Many support worthy charities that benefit those 

suffering from high unemployment and poor economic 

conditions.  Some make a point of offering help after the holidays 

when the tendency to give is not so prevalent.  Some meetings 

have established funds that can be drawn on as needs and 

concerns are made known.   At least one other meeting has 

discussed this approach. 

Guidance through prayer also enables us to listen to others and 

offer counsel when appropriate.   Although there have been times 

when we have remained silent, we have been blessed to both 

provide and receive counsel.   Sometimes we find that counseling 

can be hard in opening a dialogue of trust.  Often, we find that 

listening can be of the greatest help.  Some share known burdens 

of those close to them, who may be in need.  Often, supporting 

others and sharing  burdens comes through career service such as 

social worker, nurse, and teacher. 

Sixth Query: Do we live in the Life and Power 
which takes away the occasion of all wars?  Do we, 
on Christian principles, refuse to participate in or 
to cooperate with the military effort?  Do we work 
actively for peace and the removal of the causes of 
war?  Do we endeavor to cultivate goodwill, 
mutual understanding, and equal opportunities for 
all people? 
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YM Summary:  We use daily practices to focus on God's love 

and guidance.   This makes it possible to live in the Life and Power 

that takes away the occasion of all war.  We are peaceable and 

strive to live in a manner that does not create conflict.  We try to 

let God work through us, making problems that seem 

overwhelming more manageable.  When resentment or 

disagreements arise in our lives, we feel God's guidance pointing 

us in the direction of the path of love.  That love extends beyond 

people to all of God’s creation. 

Prayers go out to those suffering under military constraint, but 

there is appreciation when the military is used to help with the 

aftermath following natural disasters.   A very small number feel 

that wars to support just causes may also be just; others believe 

that such thinking keeps them from actively working for 

peace.   However, we are clear of direct participation in the war 

system.   The taxes of most of us are used to support the military 

but the vast majority refuse to cooperate with the military 

effort.  Some have reduced their income to avoid paying taxes 

that fund  war.   Some are encouraged to make a record of their 

peace convictions and opposition to war.  Two members have 

registered as conscientious objectors.   Many support Quaker 

organizations that lobby on behalf of peaceful resolution of 

international conflicts and for the just sharing of world 

resources.  Some work with troubled and underprivileged young 

people.  We are also concerned that we not lose sight of or 

compassion for those who have been involved in the military and 

suffer as a consequence.  We are reminded that the promotion of 

peace begins in our homes with our loved ones, forgiving hurts 

and asking forgiveness ourselves when necessary. 

Membership Report 

The Recorder provided us with the membership report.  We 

accepted this report with some corrections.   The Recorder 
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requested that we clarify the category of “Attending Olney 

Friends School”.  We agreed to change to “Attending Friends 

Schools” with a subcategory naming each Friend School being 

attended. 

  

Membership Report for OYM 
2023   

  
Total Membership, Seventh Month First, 2022  
(last year) 407   

  Gains:     

   Births or Adoptions 0   

   Certificates Received 4   

   Requests 9   

   Total Gains 13   

  Losses     

  

 

Deaths 5   

  Certificates transferred 1   

  by request 9   

  Membership discontinued 1   

   Total Losses                                                               16   

   Net gain/loss for year                                                   -3   

       

  
Total Membership as of Seventh Month 

First 2023 (this year)        404   

   Full Members 260   

  

 

Affiliate Members 102   

  Affiliate Associate Members 5   

  Associate Members 20   

  Sojourning Members 0   

  Waiting 17   

    404   

  
Membership Summary (Including 

Associate Members)    

   Membership under 5 years 1   
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   Membership 5 to 18 years 13   

   Membership 18 and older 390   

   Total (same as above) 404   

       

  
School Report (Members attending 

schools)    

   Attending Pre-school 0   

   

Attending Olney Friends 

School 2   

   Attending Public Schools 11   

   Attending Private Schools 1   

   Attending Home School 0   

   Attending College 4   

   Total: 18   

       

  Weddings     

  
1 Number of weddings under the care of this 

Monthly Meeting 0   

  
2 Number of Members married this year 

under the care of Friends 0   

  
3 Number of Members married this year NOT 

under the care of Friends 1   

   Total Friends married 1   

  GAINS     

  Births and Adoptions    

    None     

  Certificates Received                   

  
Note: 

5/22/23 
Robert Stratton Sojourning 
Certificate 

to Stillwater 
MM by 
home 
meeting   

  
Internal 

OYM 
Winifred Stratton Sojourning 
Certificate 

Salem-
Upper 
Springfield 
MM   
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  4/16/2023 Wil Brant 

Crossroads 
MM from 
57th Street   

  9/20/2022 Constance Bair-Thompson 

Chestnut 
Ridge MM 
from 
Framingham 
MM   

  3/19/2023 John Edminster 

to Stillwater 
MM from 
Clear Creek   

  3/19/2023 Elizabeth Edminster 

to Stillwater 
MM from 
Clear Creek   

       

   Requests                                        

  3/19/2023 Jared Valdez 
Marlborough 
MM   

  4/16/2023 Thomas Valdez 
Marlborough 
MM   

  5/20/2023 Lori Cabirac 

Keystone 
Fellowship 
MM   

  6/4/2023 Ian Barnett 
Rockingham 
MM   

  6/4/2023 Madeleine Vaché 
Rockingham 
MM   

  7/12/2022 Jaysen St. Onge 
Crossroads 
MM   

  5/10/2015 
Grant Drummond (correction to 
skip count) 

Crossroads 
MM  for past 
2 years   

  2/19/2023 Thomas Roberts 
Stillwater 
MM   

  5/22/2023 Carl Ralph 
Stillwater 
MM   
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  LOSSES     

  Deaths     

  12/7/2022 Terry H. Wallace 

Keystone 
Fellowship 
MM   

  2/2/2023 Raymond A. Hartley 
Middleton 
MM   

  12/3/2022 Rebecca Lystig (Rockwell) 
Stillwater 
MM   

  4/29/2023 Dorothy J. Smith (Starbuck) 
Stillwater 
MM   

  5/23/2023 
Harold Doudna   (Walton 
Home) 

Chestnut 
Ridge MM   

       

  Certificate Transfer Correction                        

  9/22/2022 Constance Bair-Thompson 
Chestnut 
Ridge MM   

    
prior Minute Books listed as 
Full member  

instead of 
MM Affiliate   

       

  
By 
Request     

  6/18/23 George Cauffman III 
Marlborough 
MM   

  6/18/23 Jan Cauffman 
Marlborough 
MM   

  6/4/23 Sarah R. Lomax 
Rockingham 
MM   

  6/4/23 David N. Lomax 
Rockingham 
MM   

  6/4/23 Rebecca A. Lomax 
Rockingham 
MM   

  6/4/23 Ethan Moad 
Rockingham 
MM   

  6/4/23 Rebekah Moad 
Rockingham 
MM   

  6/4/23 Ruth Thompson 
Rockingham 
MM   

  5/19/23 Joseph R. Nagle 
Chesterfield 
MM   
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  Discontinued                                   

  06/04/2023 Correction of over count 
Rockingham 
MM   

       

  Names of those Married    

  8/6/2022 Melissa Osborn to Paul Mattern 

Salem-
Upper 
Springfield 
MM (Not 
under the 
care of 
Friends)   

       

  Names of Ministers Recorded this Year    

     None     

  Names of Elders Recorded this Year    

  4-16-2023 Sylvia Thomas 
Stillwater 
MM   

  Names of Overseers Recorded this Year    

    None     

       

  Names of Ministers    

  
Seth B. 
Hinshaw Marlborough MM    

  
David F. 
Eley Keystone Fellowship MM    

  
Charles C. 
Thomas Jr. Marlborough MM    

  
John C 
Smith Rockingham MM    

  
Nancy A. 
Hawkins Middleton MM    

  
Conrad 
Lindes Salem-Upper Springfield MM    

  
Winifred E. 
Stratton 

Salem-Upper Springfield/ 
Sojourning Stillwater MM    

  
Burton 
Doudna Chestnut Ridge MM    
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John 
Benson Stillwater MM    

  
Robert 
Wilber Stillwater MM    

  David Male Stillwater MM    

       

  
Names of 
Elders     

  
David F. 
Eley Keystone Fellowship MM    

  
Michael R. 
Kinch Keystone Fellowship MM    

  
Bridget 
Casterline Marlborough MM    

  
Susan S. 
Smith Rockingham MM    

  
Sharon A. 
Helms Crossroads MM    

  
Lois G. 
Edgerton Middleton MM    

  
Mary Alice 
Pino Middleton MM    

  
Rebecca J. 
Hawkins Middleton MM    

  
Nelda J. 
Hawkins Salem-Upper Springfield MM    

  
Richard 
Wetzel Chesterfield MM    

  
Robert 
Rothwell Chesterfield MM    

  
Kathleen 
Kovalick Chestnut Ridge MM    

  
Evelyn 
Groves Chestnut Ridge MM    

  Earl Smith Stillwater MM    

  
Frances 
Taber Stillwater MM    

  
Richard 
Simon Stillwater MM    

  
Kenneth 
Jacobsen Stillwater MM    
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Sylvia 
Thomas Stillwater MM    

       

  Names of Overseers    

  
David W. 
Casterline Rockingham MM    

  
Penny L. 
Thomas Marlborough MM    

  
Sharon A. 
Helms Crossroads MM    

  
Verna H. 
Cope Middleton MM    

  

Dorothy 
Pearle 
Burlingame Middleton MM    

  
Eunice M. 
Burkey Salem-Upper Springfield MM    

  
Christopher 
R. Bender Salem-Upper Springfield MM    

  
Elvina 
Krekler Salem-Upper Springfield MM    

  
Diane 
Reynolds Stillwater MM    

  
Karen 
Walsh  Stillwater MM    

  
Marie 
Bundy Stillwater MM    

       

  
Names of 
Clerks     

  
Eileen R. 
Kinch Keystone Fellowship MM    

  
Bridget 
Casterline Marlborough MM    

  

David M. 
Casterline 
Co-clerk Rockingham MM    

  

Kent 
Palmer Co-
clerk Rockingham MM    

  
Sharon A. 
Helms Crossroads MM    
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Mary Alice 
Pino Middleton MM    

  
Carey L. 
Newlin Salem-Upper Springfield MM    

  
Nelda J. 
Hawkins 

Salem-Upper Springfield MM 
(Reading Clerk)    

  
Robert J. 
Rothwell Chesterfield MM    

  
Burton 
Doudna Chestnut Ridge MM    

  
Carolyn 
McGinnis 

Chestnut Ridge MM  (Reading 
Clerk)    

  
Thomas 
Rockwell Stillwater MM    

  
Leonard 
Guindon Stillwater MM (Reading Clerk)    

       

  Names of Recorders    

  
Michael R. 
Kinch Keystone Fellowship MM    

  
Penny L. 
Thomas Marlborough MM    

  
David W. 
Casterline Rockingham MM    

  
Sharon A. 
Helms Crossroads MM    

  

Nancy A. & 
Rebecca J. 
Hawkins Middleton MM    

  
Lola J. 
Toot Salem-Upper Springfield MM    

  
Robert 
Rothwell Chesterfield MM    

  
Kathleen 
Kovalick Chestnut Ridge MM    

  

Rosanna 
Rockwell 
Wilkinson Stillwater MM     
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Peace and Human Relations Report 

We received a report from the Peace and Human Relations 

Committee.  We were happy with the report and are thankful for 

the work of the Committee.  They have maintained touch with us 

over the year through frequent email updates.  Interest was 

expressed in clarifying the role Friends played in Indian Boarding 

schools.   Friends noted that a program on this topic was planned 

for the evening.  

Peace and Human Relations Committee: 

Report 2022-23 

 This 2022-2023 season has been a time of 

experimenting and exploring together for Peace & Human 

Relations Committee members and participating supporters. 

Friends Peace Teams and our OYM clerk asked us to undertake 

consideration of right relations with Indigenous Peoples, and 

examination of our part in our Nation's Indian Boarding School 

history. Committee members and other dedicated attenders 

have spent the year with this concern in ongoing open 

discussions held twice a month online.  

 As a process, our purpose has been to delve into the 

resources of community; to share our hearts, concerns, 

leadings and experiences...to listen to each other deeply, to 

face painful histories together, and to discover the healing 

principle that arises when truth is sought and shared mutually. 

Discussions may include Ohio Yearly Meeting's work in the era 

of Indian Boarding Schools, what Native Americans are saying 

about their trauma and healing, current-day encounters with 

Indigenous culture, issues of diversity, equity and inclusion in 

the workplace, legislative action to support Native 

communities, and delicious tribal recipes...to name a few. 
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 We feel we are in an early stage of this concern and 

sense that there is more opening to come as we seek that 

transforming Love which leads into a new way of living with 

each other in mutual care and respect.  

 In coming months, we feel led to lift up concern for our 

earthly natural home, climate and environmental challenges 

confronting future generations. Indigenous People are speaking 

out and modeling ways of protecting Earth and the 

environment, and we expect to continue to learn much from 

our Native neighbors. All Friends and visitors are welcome to 

join our online discussions to share your concerns, questions, 

prayers and discernment on these, or any subject on your 

heart.  

 Peace and Human Relations Committee searched into 

the question of making a Land Acknowledgement, but it did not 

seem to answer our sensed need for healing. We offer the 

following for Friends to sit with, hold in the Light and on our 

hearts, and see if it speaks truth for us. 

Acknowledgment of our condition and damaged relationship 

with Indigenous People 

 We live and worship on lands that once sheltered and 

provided every need for Indigenous people before us. The Erie, 

Huron, Wyandot, Delaware, Ottawa, Ojibwa, and Iroquois 

Confederacy (Seneca, Mohawk, Onandaga, Cayuga, Tuscarora, 

Oneida), are prominent among those who at times resided in 

what is now the State of Ohio. We honor the languages gifted 

these and other indigenous peoples by Creator. We also honor 

and are inspired by their traditions of gratitude and respect for 

Earth’s bountiful gifts. May we also respect and cherish this 
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land, and the descendants of those who once lived here and 

cared for it. 

 The Indigenous inhabitants did not just disappear, but 

were removed or destroyed by war, deceptive treaties, 

massacres and forced removal. A more recent stage of the 

"elimination of the Indian problem" was the "kill the Indian, 

save the man" campaign, in which Native children generally 

suffered cultural and linguistic suppression as well as 

separation from family in Boarding Schools and, in too many 

cases, terrible abuse.  We need to know what students 

experienced, and whether they were harmed, in schools 

operated, financed or taught in by Friends.  

     As Friends, we mourn these wrongs and our hearts go out to 

the generations of Indigenous People who have suffered great 

harm. We are troubled that, as occupiers, we have benefitted 

from the suffering and destruction of others. 

     We seek to learn a more whole history that includes the 

Native experience. We will try to learn more about and share 

our Ohio Yearly Meeting's interactions with Native Americans, 

including supporting and teaching in Indian schools. 

 The tragic past cannot be changed, but we hope to 

journey together now toward healing and right relationship.  

We commit to learning about our present-day native neighbors, 

from their own voices. We recognize the need to go forward in 

a spirit of humility and careful listening. 

 May we see one another truly in the true "Light that 

enlightens everyone" coming into the world, and joyfully greet 

that of God within which makes us family.  

 We feel the leadership of Christ evidenced in the 

tenderness and humble enquiry that characterizes our 
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discussions. Our time together helps to uplift hearts burdened 

by the suffering of the world. Community grows from honest 

seeking together, and speaking out strengthens and helps us to 

be accountable. Our committee has had the benefit of life-long, 

dedicated members, and we are inspired by those who have 

carried Peace and Human Relations work before us. Please 

know you are invited to join us in any capacity. We value the 

circle of guest attenders who contribute to discussion and 

discernment. We hope for a wider engagement of Friends from 

all our monthly meetings, as well as all concerned friends, to 

join us in seeking and working together.  

 Peace & Human Relations Committee is still considering 

the best use of our budget for possible future projects, 

speakers or programs. We are not requesting any further funds 

at this time.  

For the Peace & Human Relations Committee: 

Sylvia Thomas, David Nagle, Earl Smith and Richard Wetzel. 

Attenders Karen Walsh, Madelaine Vaché, Constance Bair-

Thompson and Barb Smith helped with this report. 

 In a brief moment of waiting worship, we were reminded that we 

grow in the Holy Spirit.  We then adjourned intending to return to 

our work in the afternoon. 

Fourth Day, Afternoon Session, 8/2 

Your life in Christ makes you strong, and his love comforts you.  

You have fellowship with the Spirit, and you have kindness and 

compassion for one another.  I urge you, then, to make me 

completely happy by having the same thoughts, sharing the same 

love, and being one in soul and mind.  Don't do anything from 

selfish ambition or from a cheap desire to boast, but be humble 

toward one another, always considering others better than 
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yourselves. And look out for one another's interests, not just for 

your own. 

Philippians 2:1-5 

God is invisible to us.  We cannot see him, we cannot smell him, 

he is beyond our physical touch.  Yet God touches us.  He touches 

our spirit.  He touches our essence.  He reveals himself to us.  

We welcomed Heidi Palmer from Walton Retirement Home.    

FWCC Representatives 
Our FWCC representatives offered their report.  Concern was 

expressed that we do not lose our commitment to the Spirit of 

Christ while considering the spirit of ubuntu.  It was noted that all 

in FWCC come together to worship the same God.  Support was 

voiced for contributing the additional funds requested by FWCC.   

The report was appreciated and accepted.  

FWCC Representatives’ Report to Ohio Yearly 

Meeting – Eighth Month 2023 
 

The Section of the Americas annual meeting was held in Third 

Month near Greensboro, NC.  Four OYM members attended in 

person, others joined online.  The overall theme was Becoming 

the Quakers the World Needs with Noah Merrill delivering the 

deeply meaningful keynote address, As Oil from Gethsemane 

(As Oil from Gethsemane – Friends World Committee for 

Consultation – Section of the Americas (fwccamericas.org).  

The Biblical theme was Jesus’s great commandment to love God 

and one another; this theme inspired 7 workshops centered on 

strengthening relationships. Reflecting the diversity of 

Quakerism in the Americas, the event included programmed and 

unprogrammed worship led by Friends of varying traditions and 

was conducted in both Spanish and English throughout.  

 

The Section Meeting marked the formal kick-off of the global 

Capital Campaign in the Section of the Americas. This effort is 

about building resources needed for the Section to operate, such 

https://fwccamericas.org/_wp/2023/05/02/as-oil-from-gethsemane/
https://fwccamericas.org/_wp/2023/05/02/as-oil-from-gethsemane/
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as bilingual support and services, a new interactive global 

directory of Friends online, travel support for the World Plenary, 

and more. FWCC in the Americas has already raised more than 

$800,000 of the $1.25 million of this campaign, and some of the 

projects have begun. This is a once-every-15-year campaign, 

and FWCC is asking each monthly and yearly meeting to review 

and respond to a letter requesting support beyond the annual 

donation. 

 

It should be noted that it is not the purpose of FWCC to speak 

for all who call themselves "Friends" but rather to encourage 

and enable us to speak to one another, hopefully leading to a 

better understanding of how we are each called to be Friends in 

the world in which we live.  Nor does Ohio Yearly Meeting’s 

participation in FWCC mean that we necessarily agree with or 

support the work of other Friends groups.  With our traditional 

unprogrammed worship and Quaker Christian 

experience, Conservative Friends’ participation in FWCC brings 

a vital perspective to the conversation: the importance of coming 

together as Friends from all branches and backgrounds to 

rediscover and celebrate what is most precious about the Society 

of Friends, and the potential we then have to offer real hope and 

healing to our troubled world.  We hope the yearly meeting will 

consider if we are financially able to offer some gift to the 

capital campaign in addition to our usual $500 annual 

contribution to support this meaningful work. 

 

The World Plenary gathering set for Eighth Month 2024 will 

be hybrid, with in-person events held in South Africa. The 

theme is “Living the Spirit of Ubuntu: Responding with hope to 

God’s call to cherish creation – and one another.” This is also 

the theme for World Quaker Day this year, the first First Day in 

Tenth Month.  The word ubuntu emphasizes shared humanity, 

deep connection, and care for creation and one-another.  It refers 

to the deeply held belief that every person is worthy of being 

recognized, respected and heard, and that we as human beings 

are all interdependent.  It is centrally important to the faith and 

practice of Quakers in Southern Africa. 
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Beverly Shull stepped down as Treasurer for FWCC/SOA 

following four years of service in that role.  She will continue 

serving on the Finance Committee for an additional year. 

 

Beverly Shull                    Henry Jason                  David Male      

FCNL Representatives Report 

Our FCNL representatives reported on their representation work, 

which was accepted and appreciated.  

Friends Committee on National Legislation 

Representatives Report for 2023 

with highlights from the FCNL Report to Meetings 

 In November 2022, Earl Smith and Sylvia Thomas 

attended FCNL Annual Meeting in DC as OYM 

representatives. Tom Roberts attended as a member of 

Western Yearly Meeting, (and provided transportation) 

and Fred Moore accompanied Sylvia to help her get 

around, at his own expense.  
 

 We were busy every day from breakfast to 9:00 pm 

with daily worship, business meetings, training and 

congressional visits, guest speakers, informational panels, 

discernment groups, affinity groups; and learning, sharing 

and discussing every moment of each day. This year, Earl 

Smith met with two groups of Annual Meeting 

attenders with disabilities and reported on their discussion. 

Sylvia took notes over lunch with FCNL experts on Native 

American Concerns and on being Allies to Friends of Color 

to share with our OYM Peace Committee. 
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 There were 151 people in Washington, D.C., and 

384 people online, for a total of 535 registrants. 

Participants in FCNL's Quaker Public Policy Institute went 

on 160 lobby visits, representing 43 states. 

Visits were in support of the Environmental Justice for All 

Act (H.R. 2021/S. 872), to express the unique opportunity 

for our nation to center the most impacted communities 

as we respond to the climate crisis. 

We shared our personal accounts of environmental 

impacts such as the destruction of farmland and economy 

in Belmont and surrounding counties, by strip mining from 

the 1940s to present day, to illustrate our belief that clean 

water, pure air and living soil are God's gift to all people, 

and must be protected and preserved for everyone 

equally. 
 

 FCNL recognized two members of Congress for 

their leadership: Sen. Tim Kaine (VA) for his bipartisan 

efforts to reassert Congressional war powers, which is 

critical to reining in the use of force abroad and forging a 

path to end forever war; and Sen. Lisa Murkowski (AK), for 

her work to honor the nation-to-nation relationship the 

federal government has maintained with tribal nations in 

responding to the crisis of Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous People. 
 

 FCNL’s young program assistants provided 

inspiration as they teamed up to present queries to each 

other, and reflect on why they witness to Washington, in a 

framework of worship sharing. 
 

https://www.fcnl.org/updates/2021-06/bill-analysis-environmental-justice-all-act
https://www.fcnl.org/updates/2021-06/bill-analysis-environmental-justice-all-act
https://www.fcnl.org/updates/2022-11/edward-f-snyder-peace-award
https://www.fcnl.org/resources/fcnl-justice-award
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 Our worship leader, Francisco Burgos, grounded us 

in prayer. His Sunday message reminded us of the 

teaching to witness, love, and walk humbly with Spirit from 

Micah 6:8. Our reflection and worship were deep.  Tom 

Kunesh, Jose Santos Woss, and Lauren Brownlee reflected 

on their experiences as Friends of minority ethnic groups, 

and how they envisioned Quakers being brave and 

constant as we consider how to learn from our past to 

build a more just and peaceful future. 
 

 Tom Roberts serves on FCNL's planning committee. 

As a current member of FCNL's Annual Meeting Planning 

Committee, Tom would welcome thoughts and 

suggestions from Ohio Yearly Meeting members. 
 

 It was a useful and inspiring time, and it was good 

to support each other in the demands of travel and in 

managing the busy schedule.  The three of us, Earl, Tom 

and Sylvia, hope to represent OYM in November 2023 at 

FCNL's 80th Annual Meeting, if the Yearly Meeting sees fit 

and as the Lord opens the way.  
 

 We each continue to advocate with FCNL during 

the year, speaking to congress in support of Peacebuilding 

funding for the Complex Crises Fund, for Reconciliation 

programs and the Atrocities Prevention Fund.  
 

 It is important that Friends continue to bear 

witness to our elected officials in DC and at home; 

speaking to that of God in every one, upholding the 

promptings of conscience and modeling peaceful 
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discussion that respects the humanity of all parties, while 

looking to Christ for the guiding spirit of truth. 

Earl Smith and Sylvia Thomas, FCNL Representatives 

Historical Committee report        
The Historical Committee described their activities in the 

following report.   Appreciation and gratitude were expressed.  

Ohio Yearly Meeting 2023 

Historical Committee Report 

The Historical Committee hosted visitors to the Heritage 

room at special events at Stillwater Meetinghouse 

including Olney Commencement, Quaker Spring, and the 

Conservative Gathering.  

We had a workday in April giving the Heritage room a 

good cleaning.  We also cleaned out and reorganized the 

clothes closet and moved books available for giving away 

to the Free racks. 

April 11th the Meetinghouse was on the Belmont County 

“Rubberneck Tour” and we had a steady stream of visitors 

all afternoon.  This was a good opportunity to introduce 

local people to Conservative Friends and we had many 

appreciative comments from the visitors.  

In answer to the Discipline Committee Queries: The 

Historical Committee hasn’t functioned as a cohesive 

group since most of our members live too far away for us 

to meet together.   We function primarily to meet needs 

such as cleaning, organizing, hosting visitors, and some 

record keeping which require working in person.  We need 

to find ways for persons at a distance to be able to actively 

participate on this committee. 
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Financial Report: Balance 7/31/2022 $259.84 
 Income : 
  OYM appropriation  25.00 
  Book Sales:  
   Ernest Hartley  40.00 

   OYM 60.00 
   Historical Committee 46.00 
  Donations* 256.96 

   Total $427.96 
     
 Expense: 
  Utilities 150.00 
  Ernest Hartley books 40.00 
  OYM books       60.00 
 Total $250.00 
     
 Balance 7/31/2023  $437.80 

 * Part of this is from last year. 
 

     

On behalf of the historical Committee: Marie Bundy, 

Gwen Giffen, Seth Hinshaw, Mary Alice Pino, Loisanne 

Rockwell, Earl Smith, and Kathryn Smith. 

Query Summaries 

We considered summaries of the seventh, eighth and nineth 

queries and approved them after some modifications. 

Seventh Query: Do we observe simplicity in our 
manner of living, sincerity in speech, and modesty 
in apparel?  Do we guard against involving 
ourselves in temporal affairs to the hindrance of 
spiritual growth?  Are we just in our dealings and 
careful to fulfill our promises?  Do we seek to make 
our Christian faith a part of our daily work? 

YM Summary:  By the standards of the world, we lead simple 

lives, keeping to what is plain and useful, treating modesty as a 
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virtue, guarding against undue involvement in temporal affairs, 

and striving to speak truth at all times.   We also see room for 

improvement with fulfilling promises, our use of technology and 

overinvesting in activities that can distract us from a personal 

connection with God.  We meet these challenges by setting daily 

times of Scripture reading,  silent worship and prayer.   We pray 

for God’s priorities with our time, strength to fulfill our promises 

and wisdom to use technology wisely.  In the words of one Friend: 

“I pray each day to release what hinders me from hearing and 

following the way of the Lord.” 

Our  faith makes us who we are.  Therefore, we seek to make our 

faith a part of our daily lives, striving to be true to be what we are 

led to be. 

Eighth Query: Are we faithful to Christ’s command 

to avoid swearing oaths? Are we watchful for and 

faithful to Christ’s promptings to share with others 

our testimony against the use of oaths? Do we 

avoid gambling and speculation based on the 

principles of chance? 

YM Summary:  Friends are faithful to Christ’s command to not 

swear oaths, using the affirmation when the occasion 

arises.   Some of us are concerned that the phrase “under penalty 

of perjury” can make affirmations little better than legal 

oaths.  We sometimes wonder if the reasons for our assertions 

are understood.  Yet this gives us reason to share Christ's 

teachings to "Let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay".   With 

misinformation and suppression of truth running rampant 

today,  it is more important than ever that we continue to uphold 

speaking the truth and testifying to others.    



43 
 

We avoid gambling and are concerned by its increasing 

availability.  It becomes a tax on those least able to afford it and 

can lead to other harmful addictions.  We have different 

interpretations of what gambling and speculation mean, but all 

desire to be persons of integrity, as befitting followers of Christ. 

Ninth Query: Are we sensitive to the problems of 

family living?  Do we offer counseling to couples 

both before and after marriage?  How are we 

helping individuals, married couples and family 

units to strengthen and enrich their lives? 

YM Summary:  We find our sensitivity and our ability to 

strengthen family units is greatly enhanced with a healthy 

spiritual community.   We employ all means at our disposal to 

develop our communities, from phone calls, text messages and 

emails to worshiping in homes and small groups.  Although we use 

technology to stay connected, we understand the need to share in 

the blessings of personal touch through hugs, handshakes and 

praying together.  We try to love, accept and appreciate one 

another.   We have worked on providing families and individuals 

with a fellowship founded on Christian love.   In this way,  we 

come to know our spiritual home.   In our home, we become 

sensitive to the problems of family living, supporting and 

encouraging one another through life’s struggles. 

Opportunities to provide counseling to couples prior to or 

following marriage are generally rare.  However recently, two 

couples have been married in one of our meetinghouses.  Both 

couples were counseled lovingly beforehand and have been made 

aware that ongoing counseling is available if needed.  Some of us 

are concerned whether we possess the necessary skills for 

marriage counseling.  But we know it is helpful to have someone 

who is willing to listen and be supportive during difficult 
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issues.  When we do give help,  we try to be present and 

accessible, to listen attentively, to offer encouragement, to 

communicate with love, and we pray.  

Walton Home Report 

A letter from the Walton Retirement Home Board was read as 

well as the Home’s annual report.  We were happy with these 

reports and look forward to the Corporation Meeting. 

Walton Home Board President letter                                                              
Eight Month, 2023 

As a member of the Walton Home Board for eight years 
now, I have been consistently impressed with what Walton 
Home is providing for its residents. The folks who come here 
are making major changes in their lives and I am amazed at how 
soon they feel welcome and settle in thanks to a dedicated, 
caring staff.  You can get a glimpse of this from their newsletter 
and if you are not already receiving it, just give them your 
address. 

The Walton Board this year had only seven members 
and will lose four members in the next two years.  We have 
looked to adding new Board members specifically who value 
what we are doing and who bring diverse talents and 
experiences to the Board for good decision making.  We have 
added six new members, three fine people from the community 
and three OYM members — Robert Becerra, Jim Kirk, and 
Barbara Warrington. I am looking forward to working this next 
year with a great Board team. 

Marie Bundy 
Marie Bundy, President 
Walton Retirement Home Board 
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Walton Retirement Home Annual Report                             
Eighth Month, 2023 

But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in 
it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one 

will be blessed in what he does. 
James 1:25 

My Dear Friends, 
This year began with much change. Walton Home was 

presented with the challenge of both a new Board President 
and a new Executive Director.  With God's grace and mercy, 
Walton continues to be an anchor for the aging members of the 
Barnesville community and surrounding areas. I consider it a 
great privilege and blessing to assist in continuing the legacy of 
cherishing the elderly and providing them with a place to call 
home when they cannot be in their own homes. The Board, 
staff, and residents are truly an extended family. 

Walton Home was blessed with great occupancy 
throughout the year.  This, along with another successful 
annual fund and the annual support from Ohio Yearly Meeting 
has allowed us to complete a many outstanding projects 
throughout our home while still ending the year with a small 
surplus of about $9,000.  The most notable of these projects 
was the installation of some cameras for the increased safety 
and security of our residents and staff as well as improving our 
wireless call system.  Our staff is incredibly grateful for the 
improvements to the nurse station and reception area. In 
addition to those improvements, we have relocated the 
Nursing Director and Assistant Nursing Director to a new, larger 
office space.  The Executive Director's office is also now on the 
main floor across from the reception desk. These changes have 
been well received by staff and residents. 

Our annual survey by the Ohio Department of Health 
went very well this year with only one minor deficiency. We 
also received a resident satisfaction survey score of 97.6% on 
the biennial survey of our residents. These results would not be 
possible without the incredibly dedicated staff at Walton 
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Home. We have been blessed with a fantastic and hard-working 
group. Our aides, dietary staff, nurses, maintenance, activities, 
and administrative staff all work diligently to provide our 
residents with a safe, comfortable, and fun place to call home. 

The Walton Home Board has continued to work 
together to support the efforts of Walton Home as well as the 
growth of the Board.  I am particularly grateful for their 
assistance in my first year and look forward to what this next 
year will bring.  Many have served several years, and that 
experience has been very beneficial for me as well as the other 
board members. 

Our accounting compilation and a more detailed 
overview of the year will be discussed in the corporation 
meeting hosted at Stillwater and via Zoom @ 3:30, or at the 
close of business.  All are welcome! 
Respectfully Submitted, 

  
Heidi Palmer 
Executive Director 
Walton Retirement Home 

We adjourned after some quiet worship, allowing time for the 

Walton Corporation Meeting to follow. 

 Fifth Day Afternoon Session, 8/3 

… the Spirit that God has given us does not make us timid; 

instead, his Spirit fills us with power, love, and self-control.  Do 

not be ashamed, then, of witnessing for our Lord; neither be 

ashamed of me, a prisoner for Christ's sake.  Instead, take your 

part in suffering for the Good News, as God gives you the 

strength for it.  He saved us and called us to be his own people, 

not because of what we have done, but because of his own purpose 

and grace.  He gave us this grace by means of Christ Jesus before 

the beginning of time, but now it has been revealed to us through 
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the coming of our Savior, Christ Jesus.  He has ended the power 

of death and through the gospel has revealed immortal life. 

2 Timothy 1:7-10 

We waited for our Lord in the silence and were blessed by his 

presence.  

Administrative Query Summaries 
We heard summaries of our administrative queries and approved 

them. 

1st Administrative Query:  

What new meetings have been established?  Have 
any meetings been discontinued? 

YM Summary:   
No meetings have been established or discontinued. 

2nd Administrative Query:  

Do parents take an active interest in the 
administration and quality of teaching of the 
schools which their children attend?  Is each 
Meeting making effective efforts to aid parents in 
the suitable religious instruction of their children? 

YM Summary:   
A number of our meetings do not have any children of school age.  

In those that do, parents take an active interest in schooling.  

Grandparents are also supportive of education, communicating 

with teachers when appropriate.  All our meetings with children in 

attendance make an effort to offer religious education and 

instruction to children.  
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3rd Administrative Query:  

Have the General Queries been read and 

deliberately pondered and answered in all our 

meetings?  Have the Advices been regularly read?  

Is the best possible time chosen for their reading, 

suitable for deliberate consideration of them by all 

Friends and attenders for their individual, spiritual 

refreshment? 

YM Summary:   
The General Queries have been read, deliberately pondered and 

answered in all our meetings.  Each meeting has been faithful to 

choose the best time for the reading of Advices.  One meeting 

may, when clearly led, substitute a portion of The Discipline or a 

selection of early Friends’ writings in place of an Advice. 

4th Administrative Query:  

Are former minute books, all interment charts and 
all records of similar importance, stored in a 
suitable fireproof safe or vault? 

YM Summary:   
Older minutes and records of our Monthly, Quarterly and Yearly 

Meetings are kept in fireproof safe at Olney, Salem or at historical 

libraries.  Current records are stored electronically in “the cloud” 

or in Clerk’s home computers.    

Answers specific to YM: 
Yearly Meeting Minutes are printed and published annually and 

placed in our vault at Olney a year or two after publication. 

The work of Yearly Meeting committees is typically represented 

by annual reports that are incorporated into the Yearly Meeting 
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minutes and are preserved accordingly.   Most committees of the 

Yearly Meeting do not appear to have older records of their own.  

One committee is working to transfer records to the Olney vault 

that are historically important.    

The Yearly Meeting could do a better job in understanding how 

their committees maintain records, but it seems that current 

committee records are kept in “the cloud” or at Clerk’s home 

computers.   

5th Administrative Query:  

Are our meetings for business regularly held; fully, 
and promptly attended?  Are they conducted in a 
loving and solemn concern to make concerted 
effort toward unity of spirit? 

YM Summary:   
All of our business meetings are regularly held.  There is good 

attendance by active members.  All meetings make a deliberate 

effort to conduct business in a solemn and tender manner.  With a 

commitment to Christ's discipleship, all of us wait for the Lord’s 

hand to unify us in his loving spirit. 

6th Administrative Query:  

Are our meetings prepared to continue their work 

if any Friend in a position of responsibility (such as 

meeting clerks, treasurers, and recorders) is unable 

to serve? 

YM Summary:   
Our Monthly and Quarterly Meetings are either actively working 

on continuity issues or are comfortable that they can continue 

their work if any Friend is unable to serve.  Some roles in some 

Meetings have co-officers or assistants who can easily step in 
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when needed.   One Quarter is wrestling with passing on critical 

records (including passwords) during difficult times.  It is not clear 

if other Meetings have considered this issue.  

Answers specific to YM: 
The Yearly Meeting was able to appoint an interim when its clerk 

was called home a few years ago.  Yearly Meeting assistant 

treasurers, recorders and registrars are expected to provide 

backup for the offices they assist.   Yearly Meeting Committees 

tend to be intimate enough that clerks and conveners can be 

more easily replaced.  However,  this has not been confirmed by 

every committee.  One committee has indicated that it is working 

to address password management.  It is not apparent how many 

Yearly Meeting committees have someone who can access bank 

accounts if something were to happen to their treasurer.   

Letter from FWCC 
We heard a letter from FWCC concerning their fundraising efforts 

for their new Global Campaign: “Becoming the Quakers that the 

world needs”.  It was noted that we currently donate $500 each 

year.   A multiple of three to ten times that amount was 

suggested.   One possibility is that our contribution be spread out 

over five years.  We ask that the Audit & Budget consider these 

suggestions as they deliberate our budget.  

Fiduciary Trustees report 

We heard a report from the Fiduciary Trustees.  We appreciate 

their hard work and consistent attention to detail.   

Fiduciary Trustees of Ohio Yearly Meeting of 
Friends 

Report for the Year Ending Sixth Month 30th, 2023 
 
For the fiscal year ending 6-30-2023 the Fiduciary 
Trustees are managing the following trust funds: 
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Our income and expenses for the 2022-2023 fiscal year 
were: 
 

 
 
The Fiduciary Trustees have agreed to pay 5.5% return on 
the funds in our care as the Annual Distribution for the 
fiscal year ending Sixth Month 30th, 2023. 
 
Reviewing the value of our investments at the close of our 
fiscal year, 6/30/2023, the adjusted value of our 
investments has increased roughly 6%.  This partial 
recovery from the -16% decline in the previous fiscal year, 
and the value of the Reserve Fund, have made us 
comfortable in increasing the Annual Distribution to 5.5%. 
 
The Fiduciaries currently have one (1) home loan 
outstanding with Ohio Yearly Meeting members and one 
(1) mortgage loan outstanding with the Walton Retirement 
Home. 
 
The Ohio Yearly Meeting “Sale of Property to OFS” fund is 
valued at $78,403 as of Sixth Month 30th, 2023.  We will 
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continue to hold the balance of this fund and allow it to 
accrue income until we receive instruction from the Yearly 
Meeting to take other action. 
 
In Eighth Month 2022, as directed by the Financing 
Educational Concerns Committee, the Fiduciary Trustees 
distributed $6,900 to the families of three (3) Ohio Yearly 
Meeting children attending Olney or private secondary 
schools.  Also as directed by the committee, $12,494 was 
sent to Olney Friends School from the income generated 
by the Education Trust Funds which we hold in support of 
scholarships, a Christian Quaker presence, the library, 
repairs and improvements, and athletics at Olney. 
 
In our Eighth Month 2022 report to Ohio Yearly Meeting, 
the Fiduciary Trustees proposed to the Yearly Meeting 
that our committee be authorized to make the necessary 
arrangements to enter into a contract to “plug and 
abandon” the gas well on the Plummer Farm property.  
We went on to propose that we take funds from the Ohio 
Yearly Meeting “Sale of Property” fund, held by the 
Fiduciaries on behalf of OYM, to pay the expenses of 
closing the well.  The Yearly Meeting was in unity in 
authorizing the Fiduciary Trustees to carry out this plan. 
 
We have found it very difficult to obtain responses from 
contractors we have attempted to contact to request 
quotations to “plug and abandon” the gas well.  We have 
been working from a list of contractors approved by the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) to close 
wells under the ODNR’s “Orphan Well Program”.  In Fifth 
Month, we were able to meet with one potential contractor, 
at the Plummer well site, to discuss the project.  We were 
disheartened to hear from him that the average cost his 
company has charged to close wells for ODNR, is around 
$70,000.  He encouraged us to investigate applying for the 
ODNR “Landowner Pass-through Payment Program” 
(LPPP). 
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The “Landowner Pass-through Payment Program” is 
under the umbrella of the ODNR “Orphan Well Program”.  
An “orphan well” is an oil and\or gas well without a “known 
responsible owner”.  In the case of the Plummer gas well, 
it is unclear to us who is the “responsible owner”.  While 
the name “Olney Friends School” is found on the well 
summary information at ODNR as the owner, we have 
been unable to find any documentation indicating 
ownership was passed, from the company that drilled the 
well in 1980, to Olney.  If ownership was never legally 
transferred, the Plummer well may qualify as an “orphan 
well”. 
 
Under the LPPP, a landowner with an “orphan well” on 
their property takes an active role in identifying and 
arranging for an approved contractor to plug and abandon 
the well and applies to ODNR to reimburse the contractor 
for doing so. 
 
We plan to take the first step in applying for the LPPP by 
submitting an application referred to as a “Commitment 
Form”.  ODNR, will then initiate a public notice and 
records search processes.  When that process is 
complete, unless a responsible owner is identified, we will 
receive notice that the well is eligible for the LPPP.  This 
search process is expected to take 3-4 months.  At that 
time, we will know if the State of Ohio will pay for the 
closing of the well or if the expense will be entirely ours.  
Without being able to obtain an actual quotation, we are 
unsure what the cost will be.  If it is close to the average 
cost we have learned about, paying for the project will 
nearly exhaust the Yearly Meeting’s “Sale of Property” 
fund. 
 
During our most recent committee meeting, we considered 
the following query: 
 

Do we feel the power of Christ leading us in the 
work of our committee?  Is it time to lay down this 
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committee or incorporate its functioning into 
another?  Can this committee function better with 
more or fewer members? 

 
We feel that we are led to continue to work as the 
Fiduciary Trustee committee, as it is currently structured. 
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Fiduciary 
Trustees, 
 
David E. Warrington 
President 
Fiduciary Trustees of the Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends 

Financing Educational Concerns 
A report from the Financing Educational Concerns committee was 

presented to us.  Appreciation was expressed for their hard work 

and flexibility.  Approval was given for their proposals on the 

funds they manage.   

Financing Educational Concerns Committee 

Report  
Eighth Month 2023 

 

Scholarships for OYM Children Trust Fund 

Members of the Financing Education Concerns Committee 

met to discern distribution of income generated by the 

Scholarships for OYM Children Trust Fund this year. The 

funds are intended for high school age members of the 

yearly meeting who are attending Friends schools, other 

private schools, or who are home schooled.  This year we 

are aware of only one member of high school age 

qualifying for the scholarship. 

 

The income generated by the trust fund this year is 5.5% as 

set by the Fiduciary Trustees and amounts to $8,709.87.  
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Given that the Inflation Accumulation rate is 6%, the 

normal practice would be to credit the full amount to the 

Inflation Accumulation Balance so that the fund continues 

to grow.  This is a net negative expendable return of -0.5%, 

and no funds would be available to award. 

 

In 2022, a similar situation existed, and no interest 

earnings were available for scholarships. The yearly 

meeting awarded $2,300 each to the families of the three 

students from funds we had not awarded in 2021. Those 

funds have been fully expended.  

 

The committee recommends that $4,000, approximately 

half of the income generated by the funds, be awarded 

to the member’s family. The balance of the income 

generated this year, $4,709.87, should be credited to the 

Inflation Accumulation Balance. 

 

As always, we ask that meetings with members who meet 

the criteria for Ohio Yearly Meeting scholarship funds 

make the committee aware of their names.  

 

Education Trust Funds held for the benefit of Olney 

Friends School 

This year also, because of the high Inflation Rate 

adjustment, there is no Expendable Income in the funds 

held for the benefit of Olney. The committee feels led to 

recommend that the total income for the Education 

Trust Funds, $17,029.59, be sent to Olney Friends 

School. No funds will be transferred to the Inflation 

Accumulation Balance again this year. As we understand 

it, these are funds that the yearly meeting holds in trust for 

Olney. We feel that it is important to support the school 

and that there is not any value to the yearly meeting in 

withholding the funds for their possible future growth. The 
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school should be made aware of the implications of this 

action on the funds’ viability going forward. 

 

Discussion 

The student receiving OYM scholarship funds this year 

will be graduating in 2024. The committee is aware of only 

one other potential scholarship recipient in the coming 

several years. This prompted our consideration of 

additional or alternative uses for these funds. The 

Handbook of Ohio Yearly Meeting Committees 2021 

quotes the original charter of the committee first appointed 

in 2000, “to have charge of financing educational concerns 

and educational outreach.  This might include scholarships, 

work with Yearly Meeting youth, support for the Friends 

Center, and/or other concerns which arise”. 

 

It is important to remember that these funds were 

designated for certain uses by their donors and that the 

yearly meeting needs to honor their wishes.  To that end, 

the committee proposes to review the documentation for 

the 11 bequests/gifts comprising this scholarship fund over 

the next several months.  Our goal is to deliver a proposal 

to the yearly meeting in 2024 for the possible expanded use 

of the funds and the role of the committee.  

 

Query Response 

We feel that the Lord is leading us in our deliberations and 

decisions.  We will seek guidance and clarity for a way 

forward for this committee and the funds we shepherd on 

behalf of the yearly meeting.  

 

The Committee, 

Beverly Kirk Shull  Rebecca Hawkins 

Janet Hammer   Debora Taber 
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Travel Fund 
We heard and approved a report from the Travel Fund 

Committee.   We appreciate their work.  

Travel Fund Committee Report 2023  

  We paid for registration and lodging for Sylvia Thomas 

and Earl Smith to attend the Friends  Committee for 

National Legislation’s annual meeting held in Washington 

D.C. We paid for registration, lodging, and travel fees for 

David Male and Beverly Shull to attend the sectional 

meeting of the Friends World Committee for Consultation 

held in Greensboro, North Carolina.  Henry Jason attended 

via the online link.  

Balance 07/01/2022                    $11,734.83  

Income 

OYM allocation                             $2500.00 

Interest                                               $21.39 

Total Income                              $14,256.22 

 

Expenses 

FCNL representatives                    $1118.00 

FWCC representatives                   $1316.24 

Total expenses                                $2434.24 

 

Fund Balance 07/01/2023           $11,821.98 

 

  The Travel Fund Committee would like to request $2000 

for the upcoming year.  We prepared a 5-year budget on 

which to base this request.  This request, which we realize 

is a large part of the Yearly Meeting budget, tries to 

minimize the yearly fluctuation in our budget requests 

from the Yearly Meeting.  FWCC will be holding an on-

line Sectional meeting in the spring of 2024 and their 

World Plenary Gathering to be held in South Africa 8/ 5-

12/ 2024.  FWCC suggests that we send one representative 
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to attend in person and have other representatives 

participate via an online Zoom link. 

  In our answer to the queries directed to committees:  We 

feel that we are doing God’s work in the spirit of Christ.  

We feel that our committee is the right size. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janet Hammer, convener 

Dennis Rockwell, treasurer 

David Eley 

Robert Becerra 

We ask the Nominating Committee to consider names of Friends 

to represent us at the World Plenary Gathering and present them 

to us in their report. 

Olney Taber Farm Report 
The Olney Farm report was read.  It revealed to us how hard farm 

work can be and increased our appreciation for the food we eat.  

We were reminded to include farmers in our prayers.  We were 

also impressed with their commitment to organic farming and the 

number of years they have been certified.   

Olney Farm Report 
2023 is the eighth year we have been USDA certified 

organic accounting for all 350 acres of our property.  The 

hay and grain crops look good this year.  Our hay crop 

produced the earliest first cutting made in years, the second 

cutting is looking good, and we should have last year’s 

left-over hay to sell. Our gardens produced an abundant 

amount of greens, potatoes, sweet corn, carrots, beets, 

squash, onions, garlic, green beans, tomatoes, zucchini, 

broccoli and other vegetables and some herbs which the 

cooks turn into delicious healthful meals for the students. 
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This past year we have succeeded in reducing our beef 

herd to a smaller, hornless, mild tempered herd.  Raven 

Rocks donated a Murrey Grey bull which will provide 

better genetics for the future.  We have had 15 beef calves 

and 18 goat kids born this year.  Foxes have reduced our 

chicken layers to 43 and we have processed 400 chicken 

broilers. 

We continue our work improving farm infrastructure.  

Pastures have all been brush hogged.  Fence building 

included another 600 feet of barbed wire perimeter fence 

for the Towe pasture.  Cayce Morrison, assistant farmer for 

the past three years left for other pursuits the end of June 

and a replacement has not yet been found.  Don Guindon 

expressing appreciation for his work wrote, “I want to 

appreciate the 3 years Cayce Morrison spent working on 

the farm and everything else he did as an Olney faculty.  

One example of his work ethic and drive was building 

fences.  I went back and counted all the posts in the new 

fences we built while he was here.  There were 350 posts 

set and 52 braces built.  These posts were locust trees cut 

and split on the farm.  Many post holes were dug by hand 

when the post hole auger was broken or there were just too 

many roots and rocks in the fence line.  This comes to 

about 4000 feet of new fence line and the cows not getting 

out.  We expect a 30-plus year lifespan of our fences”. 

Thomas and Roseanna Rockwell continue to give their 

knowledge and aid to our goat herd management and Ted 

Cope has helped us with projects from evaluating grazing 

to welding.  It is with this community support from many 

caring individuals that makes farming here at Olney feel 

gratifying. 
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Plummer House 
The Plummer House Center Committee presented the following 

report.   We remembered a time, not so long ago, when there was 

a suggestion to demolish this structure.   A group of Friends were 

not comfortable with that.  They stepped out in faith and have 

done amazing work to save it.  We should remember their 

commitment to a leading and their faith. 

Ohio Yearly Meeting 2023 

Plummer House Report 

This past year one of the Olney teachers has been staying 

at the Plummer House.  Olney is paying the utilities in 

return for the faculty housing.  Olney Class of 1973 

enjoyed their class reunion at commencement time at the 

Plummer House.   

A roof for a deck was added on the northwest side of the 

back of the house and it seems to have solved the basement 

water problem.  Columbia Gas has finished supplying gas 

to the house and the upstairs gas heater has been hooked 

up.  Apparently, there was sufficient warmth in the house 

so that the wood burner didn’t have to be used last winter.  

A workday was held May 21st with minor repairs and 

cleaning done.  

The Plummer committee is seeking direction for the future 

of the Plummer house.  We are feeling the restrictions and 

limitations of age and lacking a vision for where to go 

from here.  The building is sound with replaced siding, 

insulation, new windows, rebuilt porch and shed on either 

end, a steel roof, electric upgrade, most wiring replaced 

and new zone type heating systems.  The primary work of 

renovation has been completed.   It is an historic structure 

with the first Quaker and fourth settler in Warren 

Township settling here in 1801.  The Plummer family 

owned this property until the early 1940s when it was 
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purchased for the Olney School which was then owned by 

Ohio Yearly Meeting. 

We would appreciate thoughts, ideas, and prayerful 

consideration of the future of this property. 

Financial Statement: Balance 8/1/2022 $4,554.59 

    
 Income:  Donations $ 366.00 
    
 Expense: Mowing, gas & repair 123.08 
  Electric 100.00 
  Gas hookup 435.07 
  Northwest deck roof 630.00 
  Ceiling light         50.00 
  Total Expenses  $1,338.15 
    
  Balance  7/31/2023 $3582.44 
    

Great Plains Yearly Meeting Epistle 

We heard excerpts of an Epistle from Great Plains Yearly Meeting.  

It reminded us how seeds sown by Friends of Ohio Yearly Meeting 

can take root and grow.    

Excerpt from Epistle of Great  

Plains Yearly Meeting 

As part of preparation for Yearly Meeting, our Presiding 
Clerk shared Revelation 3:2: “Wake up! Strengthen what 
remains and is about to die, for I have found your deeds 
unfinished in the sight of my God.” We are a people of 
hope. We live in abiding hope that, “He who has begun the 
good work in you will carry it through to completion” (Phil. 
1:6). We people of hope have been commissioned by God 
to share in the responsibility for carrying that work to 
completion. “My prayer is that you may learn to value the 
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things that really matter, that your love may more and 
more abound” (Phil. 1:9,10). 

It is clear to us that we can trust in God to find ways to 
strengthen what remains, that our work is indeed 
unfinished in the eyes of God and we need to redouble our 
efforts. We do value the things which really matter. We will 
not give up, for our hurting world desperately needs us to 
share the love and peace which God offers . 

On behalf of Great Plains Yearly Meeting,  
Sara Scribner, Presiding Clerk. 

We paused in our business to worship God in silence and then 

adjourned expecting to gather in the morning. 

Sixth Day Morning Session, 8/4 

For we know that up to the present time all of creation groans 

with pain, like the pain of childbirth.   But it is not just creation 

alone which groans; we who have the Spirit as the first of God's 

gifts also groan within ourselves as we wait for God to make us 

his children and set our whole being free.   For it was by hope 

that we were saved; but if we see what we hope for, then it is not 

really hope.  For who of us hopes for something we see?  But if we 

hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  In the 

same way the Spirit also comes to help us, weak as we are.  For 

we do not know how we ought to pray; the Spirit himself pleads 

with God for us in groans that words cannot express.  And God, 

who sees into our hearts, knows what the thought of the Spirit 

is; because the Spirit pleads with God on behalf of his people and 

in accordance with his will.  We know that in all things God 

works for good with those who love him, those whom he has 

called according to his purpose.   

Romans 8:22-28 

We were reminded that the word Lord is not just a term of 

respect.  It means Master and Owner.  We need to be slaves to 

God’s love and God’s truth.  We were also reminded that while 
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Jesus was on this earth he was straitened, as in bound up and 

confined.  Bounded up so that he could perform the work that was 

given him.  We too, need to be bound by God’s love so that we 

can be ready for his baptism and do the work given us.  We were 

cautioned that in this work, the flame we have been given can 

easily burn out if we do not apply it.  This yearly meeting has great 

promise, potential and possibility but only if we attend to and 

submit to God’s will.  

We were gladdened to have Christie Cianelli, teacher at Olney 

Friends School join us this morning. 

Christian Education Camp 

Christian Education Camp updated us on their activities with 

children.   Their report follows. 

We are happy with their commitment to sharing with the next 

generation the love we feel for Christ.  We are becoming aware 

how much this camp is a gem hidden in the work of Yearly 

Meeting.    It has been a joy to get to know Friends who work so 

hard with dedication and love to make Christian Education Camp 

possible. They become an example of Christian Love to the adults 

and children that witness them.  We sense the Lord in their labors 

and we pray that God continues to send His servants in this work.    

2023 Christian Education Report 

Christian Education Camp was held June 18th – 21st, 2023 

on the Olney School Campus.  We were blessed to have 18 

campers: preschool through eighth grade.  13 of the campers had 

some type of Quaker connection.  We had 6 day campers and 12 

overnight campers.  We had wonderful assistance from 12 high 

school/college age counselors; all of them had been previous 

campers and wanted to help the children have a positive, safe, 

and blessed time at camp.  Our committee members and other 
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interested Friends; with God’s assistance, made camp happen.  2 

adult counselors spent the night in the dormitory with the high 

school/college age counselors and the campers.  

  The theme Bible verse this year was “The Lord is my light and my 

salvation…” Psalm 27:1 The theme was brought forth in Bible 

classes, TAG cards (time alone with God), songs, crafts, stories and 

prayer times. The mornings at camp were filled with singing, TAG 

cards, Bible classes, crafts, and small amount of free time.  We 

had a time of swimming, Sunday evening at the rented public 

pool.  In the afternoons we did different activities. Hiking, 

swimming/water/sand play at Bark Camp State Park were enjoyed 

on Monday afternoon.  Tuesday afternoon we shared some time 

at the Walton Home, singing, talking, and doing some stick 

puppet Bible story plays. Then we went to Barnesville Park for 

hiking and a scavenger hunt, kickball playing and playground 

exploration. 

  Monday night was a hot dog roast/ potluck in the Locust Grove 

with Stillwater Meeting Friends, family members of campers and 

those attending camp.  We had a wonderful time together eating 

tasty foods, visiting, singing, playing, and relaxing.  Then a storm 

blew in with gusts of wind and very dark skies, cutting our 

activities short.  Tuesday evening after some jump roping and 

laughing, we enjoyed Biblical stick puppet plays, a youth 

counselor skit and our long awaited smores. 

 Each evening while the campers were getting ready for bed and 

having a bedtime Bible story time, the youth counselors had 

about one hour of time together with an adult supervisor.  This 

was a time for them to talk about things in the world today, their 

own lives and concerns that they were dealing with.  This gave 

them a time to support each other and show God’s love to each 

other. 
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  The campers, youth counselors, adult camp counselors, C.E.C. 

committee members want to thank the many people who made 

camp possible this year.  We were blessed to receive monetary 

donations from Rockingham and Salem Monthly Meetings plus 

several donations from individuals.  Assistive help in many areas 

were provided by local Friends/friends.  We are grateful to have 

so many, that want to keep camp happening, so that we can 

minister to children and youths needs through love, scripture, 

peace, and acceptance. We are always amazed how God handles 

the things that are involved in camp, and we know that much of 

this is because of the many prayers that lift up Christian Education 

Camp.  Thank you all for your support. 

On behalf of the committee, 

Jo Mae Rockwell 

 

Financial Report 

8/1/2022  $ 3,244.38  Beginning Fund balance  

Camp Revenue   

 6.79  Bank Interest  

 1,200.00  Yearly Meeting Funding  

 790.00  Camper fees   

  371.20   Donations   

   $ 2,367.99  Revenue   

 .  

Camp Expenses  

  $ (2,818.00) 
Olney Friends School for board & 
lodging 

 ($3.00) Check Ch,  

  (50.00) Pool rental  

 ($65.38) Groceries  

 ($66.62) Crafts 

 ($22.20) Postage   



66 
 

  $ (3,025.20) 
Expenses for 2023 Christian 
Education Camp  

  $ (657.21) Net Gain/(Loss)  

      

 7/31/2023  $ 2,587.17  Ending Fund balance  

   

Nominating Committee Report 

The Nominating Committee presented a report suggesting names 

for service in various Yearly Meeting committees.   We appreciate 

their hard work and attention to detail.   

The names they proposed were approved.  We added the name of 

Tom Roberts as FCNL Representative.   

Nominating Committee met during the Yearly Meeting to consider 

representatives for the 2024 FWCC Plenary and presented us with 

an additional report.  We appreciate their work and wisdom not 

to rush into a decision.   We approved their recommendations.  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT TO OHIO 

YEARLY MEETING 

Eighth month 2023 

 

Nominating Committee would like to propose the 

following appointments to serve the Yearly Meeting: 

 

AGENDA COMMITTEE 

2026 Nancy A. Hawkins, David E. Warrington, Robert J. 

Rockwell, Loisanne Rockwell 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CAMP COMMITTEE 

2026 Margaret Marie Bundy, Johanna Mae Rockwell, Lily 

Vedder, Constance Bair-Thompson 
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COMMITTEE TO COORDINATE AND SUPPORT 

OUTREACH 

2026 John C. Benson, Nancy A. Hawkins, John C. Smith, 

Carolyn McGinnis 

 

EPISTLE COMMITTEE (Two-year term) 

2025 Kenneth P. Jacobsen, David Male 

 

FIDUCIARY TRUSTEES 

2026 Robert Becerra, Beverly Kirk Shull 

 

REPRESENTATIVES TO FRIENDS WORLD 

COMMITTEE for CONSULTATION 

2026 Diane Reynolds 

 

FRIENDS CENTER COMMITTEE 

2026 Susan Smith, John C. Smith, David Male 

 

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 

2026 Gwendolyn Giffen, Loisanne Rockwell 

 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

2026 Evelyn M. Groves, Timothy Lillie, Mary Alice Pino 

 

PEACE AND HUMAN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

2026 Earl Smith, Sylvia E. Thomas, Karen Walsh 

 

PRINTING COMMITTEE 

2026 Earl Smith, Michael Kinch 

 

OYM RECORDER 

2024 Michael Kinch 

 

ASSISTANT OYM RECORDER 

2024 Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 
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REPRESENTATIVE MEETING 

2026 David W. Casterline, David F. Eley, Seth Hinshaw, 

Debora H. Taber, Evelyn M. Groves, Karen Walsh 

 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT COMMITTEE 

2026 Conrad Lindes, Dennis Rockwell, Kim R. Palmer, 

Nancy A. Hawkins, Constance Bair-Thompson, Jaysen St. 

Onge (1 year appointment to try) 

TRAVEL FUND COMMITTEE 

2026 Robert Becerra 

 

TRUSTEES of OYM PROPERTY 

2026 Richard F. Sidwell, Robert W. Stratton 

 

WALTON HOME BOARD  

2024 Mitch Bartels, Anne Bartels (community members) 

2025 Barbara J. Warrington, James S. Kirk, Judith 

Hutchison (community member) 

2026 Denise Troy, David W. Casterline, Robert Becerra, 

Jean Cooper (community member) 

 

WIDER FELLOWSHIP OF CONSERVATIVE 

FRIENDS 

2026 Sarah Parsons, Tom Roberts 

 

   In an effort to bring the Walton Home Board up to full 

membership, six new members to the Board were approved 

at the 4th month Representative Meeting.  The Walton 

Home Board requested that they begin with staggered 

terms so that their terms do not expire all in one year. 

   In answer to the query: Do we feel the power of Christ 

leading us in the work of our committee? Are there 

changes to committee size that might make us more 

effective? 

1. While it is challenging to find members to fill all 

positions, we do feel Christ leading us in our work.  



69 
 

We are grateful to be reminded to prayerfully consider 

who is best to fulfill these responsibilities and to let 

the Spirit of Christ lead us in our work. 

2. We feel that the Committee size is adequate though 

having full representation from each Monthly Meeting 

would make our work easier. Since Monthly Meetings 

choose members to serve on Nominating Committee, 

the Yearly Meeting clerk will remind Quarterly 

Meeting clerks to ask their Monthly Meetings to 

report those members to them in July prior to Yearly 

Meeting sessions in August. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Nominating 

Committee, 

Janet Hammer, convener  

 

  Nominating Committee has met and reached out to our 

three FWCC representatives, Henry Jason, David Male, 

and our new representative, Diane Reynolds, about their 

ability to attend the World Gathering to be held in South 

Africa.  We have also reached out to Eileen Kinch.  On 

short notice, none have ruled out attending the World 

Gathering in person, but some reservations have been 

expressed for different reasons. 

  As a committee, we are suggesting that the Yearly 

Meeting approve any of these four as a possible in-person 

representative and have a final decision of who that person 

would be in the next few weeks, allowing time for greater 

discernment. 

  If possible, we feel it would be beneficial to send a 

second representative to the in-person gathering to 

represent Ohio Conservative Friends. 
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  Diane Reynolds has expressed interest and the ability to 

travel. 

  We would also like to get approval for our FWCC 

representatives to attend via Zoom, if not there 

 in-person. 

Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends 

The Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends offered their report 

on their ongoing efforts.  We were glad to hear about this year’s 

gathering and their other endeavors.     Friends observed that the 

Gathering was a success.  Much work went into it.   Those who 

attended were impacted by the experience.  There was a 

profound sense of God’s presence there. 

Wider Fellowship Report 
The Pharisee's asked Jesus, " when will the kingdom of 
God come?" Jesus answered, "God's Kingdom is 
coming, but not in a way that you will be able to see 
with your eyes. People will not say, 'look, here it is!' or 
'there it is," because God's Kingdom is within you. 
Luke 17:2--21  

The true children of God are those who let God's Spirit 
lead them Romans 8:14  

The General Gathering of Conservative Friends was 
held in Sixth Month. 35 to 38 attended in person & 5 
to 10 joined us through Zoom.  It was felt to be a 
homecoming for some who had not been with us for 
many years and also for some who had not 
experienced such a weekend of Friend's worship.  
There was a joyous sharing in  fellowship about how 
God brought various of us to Friends understanding 
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of Christ in us.  There was a powerful experience of 
His Spirit working in us as we sat in  the stillness 
of worship.  Wisdom worked its way in us through 
spoken messages as well. 

We have not  found anyone willing to edit "The 
Conservative Friend." Terry Wallace had agreed to 
take it on, his experience was ideal for that work. God 
took him home before he began to edit our 
publication.  We will miss his spiritual guidance.  If 
anyone feels called to take on the editing of "The 
Conservative Friend" periodical, please contact Nancy 
Hawkins. 

In response to the query for Committees: We are 
dependent on the power of Christ to lead decisions 
made by our committee. We feel the committee 
functions well as it is, but we would be willing to have 
others join us as they are led to do so. 

4th Administrative query response: Reports and 
minutes from our meeting are stored on the 
convener’s computer and in paper files. Records and 
financial reports are safely kept on the 
Registrar/treasurers computer, with back-up. 

 6th Administrative query response: As a committee 
we still need to consider and have on record persons 
who have the ability to take on any position, as 
needed, to ensure this committee can continue with 
its responsibilities. 
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For the Committee, 
Nancy Hawkins, Convener 

 

Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends 
Financial Report for 06-30-2022 through 06-30-
2023 

The Conservative Friend account  

Starting Balance (06-30-2022)……………………….…. 596.76 
Expenditures……………………………………………………. .00 
Income:    Interest……………………………………………. .00 

Balance in TCF account………………………………….… $596.76 

____________________________________________________ 

Gathering Account   

Starting Balance (06-30-2022)………………………… 1,370.95 

Expenditures: ………………………………………………….  

  (event fee and deposit carried over from 2019) 

.00 

  Check printing/bank fees                                               28.45 

Income:  Allocation  ………….………………………..……  25.00 

Deposits – donations / meals / lodging 2,343.00 

Total income 2,368.00 

income minus expenses 2,339.55 

Balance in Gathering account...…….…………………. $3,701.50 

This balance is high because the bills  for 
Gathering were paid later. 

 

____________________________________________________ 
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WFCF respectfully requests  $ 25.00 for the 
upcoming years activities. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon A. Helms 

Treasurer 

Memorial Committee report 
The Memorial Committee presented a report of their activities.  

They asked for assistance with their reviewing and editing.   Nancy 

Hawkins, Susan Smith, Sharon Helms and David Nagle agreed to 

provide this service.     

Memorial Committee Report 2023 

Our committee is completing a booklet of 

memorials covering a set of deceased Friends. 

These sisters and brothers demonstrated the 

impact of responding to the Lord’s leadings in their 

lives. We hope Friends will find these memorials 

inspiring as we weigh the Lord’s influence in our 

own lives. 

We hope to have the draft of these memorials ready 

for approval at yearly meeting in 2024. At this 

point we would like the advice of the yearly 

meeting regarding approvals. Would the yearly 

meeting be interested in appointing a small 

committee to work with us on reviewing and 

editing the memorials?  An alternative to reading 

all these memorials in a business meeting might be 

worthwhile, as long as we receive assistance in the 

editing process.  

Printing Committee 
The Printing Committee described the work they have been 

involved with over the last year. We acknowledge and appreciate 
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the efforts that were made to review old disciplines while 

producing our current version.  It was noted how difficult it is to 

predict printing costs.  We ask the Printing Committee to prepare 

an accounting of the costs they incur next year.  

Ohio Yearly Meeting 

Printing Committee Report 

Submitted by Anne Marie Taber, Clerk 

 

The 2022 Yearly Meeting Minutes were thoroughly 

proofread by several members of the printing committee. 

The final, approved version was sent to John Morgan for 

printing after Tenth Month 18th. The digital version, minus 

the directory, was posted on the Yearly Meeting website, 

and the printed minute books were distributed to Monthly 

Meetings.  

The committee then turned to updating and printing an 

authoritative version of our Book of Discipline, as directed 

by the 2022 Yearly Meeting minutes. This meant poring 

through Yearly Meeting minutes of the last fifteen years, 

approximately, to identify changes requested by the Yearly 

Meeting, in order to ensure that all such changes are or 

have been incorporated. Once that was accomplished, 

several committee members proofread this document for 

accuracy of content and for well-ordered formatting. 

Finally, the updated and authoritative version of our Book 

of Discipline was printed early in Third Month, distributed 

to Monthly Meetings, and posted online as well. 

Even though our work seems practical and "worldly" we 

do feel Christ leading us in what we do. 

We work well together, sharing the challenges of editing, 

proofreading and other tasks.  However,  an additional 

Friend might be helpful with our projects. 
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The meeting observed a period of waiting silent worship and 

adjourned, expecting to reconvene at 2:00 PM. 

Sixth Day Afternoon Session, 8/5 

Israel, the Lord who created you says, 

    “Do not be afraid—I will save you. 

    I have called you by name—you are mine. 

When you pass through deep waters, I will be with you; 

    your troubles will not overwhelm you. 

When you pass through fire, you will not be burned; 

    the hard trials that come will not hurt you. 

For I am the Lord your God, 

    the holy God of Israel, who saves you. 

I will give up Egypt to set you free; 

    I will give up Ethiopia and Seba. 

I will give up whole nations to save your life, 

    because you are precious to me 

    and because I love you and give you honor. 

Do not be afraid—I am with you! 

     From the distant east and the farthest west 

    I will bring your people home. 

 

Isaiah 43:1-5 

We were still, and knew God. 

Junior Yearly Meeting Report 
We heard a report from our Junior Yearly Meeting.  It was a 

delight to learn of their joy and exuberance.   The report was 

sincerely appreciated.  We particularly appreciate the work of the 

adult leaders who spent so much of their time to nurture the 

youngest among us.  

Junior Yearly Meeting Report 

Junior Yearly Meeting has been held during each business 
session of Ohio Yearly Meeting. We have had 2 to 4 children 
attend. The Children are from 1st grade through 5th grade 
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ages. We have had wonderful music with many different 
instruments; gone on nature hikes, created several crafts, 
heard stories about George Fox and early Quakers, heard Bible 
verses and of course played games and had snacks. 
 
Christy Cianelli, one of the Olney teachers has assisted in the 
Junior Yearly Meeting sessions. We appreciate her willingness 
to give her time; to be our second background checked adult 
and also share her love for nature. We also appreciate all the 
other friends that have stepped forward to assist with the 
sessions. 
 
In Christ’s Love, Joanna Mae Rockwell 

Epistle Committee  
We approved our General Epistle with a minor change, and 

directed our clerk to send copies to our Conservative Friends in 

North Carolina and Iowa along with our love, blessings and 

appreciation for their members visiting us this week. 

We felt a deep appreciation for the hard work of the Epistle 

Committee. 

2023 Ohio Yearly Meeting General Epistle 

"The earth is the Lords and all they that dwell therein." Lift up 
your heads oh ye gates and the son of glory will come in."  

Psalm 24:1, 9  

Greetings in the Lord to Friends everywhere. 

Imagine, if you will, the famous (among Friends at least) Doyle 
Penrose painting of "The Presence in the Midst," but instead of 
worshiping with their heads bowed in prayer, imagine the 
gathered assembly looking slightly up, beyond the image of the 
risen Christ, to the wall behind the facing bench. Now, imagine 
that on that wall there is a large screen on which is projected 
small images of names and faces of other Friends from near 
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and far, as near as a sick bed in Barnesville or a Mennonite 
Church in Findlay, Ohio, as far as a retirement community in 
Florida or even in New Zealand, Ghana and Honduras. 

If you can imagine that, then you may begin to imagine the 
strange and wonderful blessing that it was to attend Ohio 
Yearly Meeting during these strange and wonderful times of 
the coming of the Living Christ in our age. For he has promised 
to be present whenever two or three are gathered in his 
wonderful name, and we have experienced that Presence and 
realized that the promise did not say that we must be gathered 
in the same place to know that Presence among us. 

We have gathered at the Stillwater Friends Meetinghouse for 
the 2023 annual sessions of Ohio Yearly Meeting. “Unless the 
Lord build the house, we labor in vain that build it.. “ We are 
sensing the unseen yet peaceful Presence and direction of 
Christ’s Spirit with us, in us and among us. Friends sometimes 
speak of having leadings. We were reminded that a “leading” 
comes to us through having a relationship with our Lord. The 
Gospel messages shared arose out of our quiet worship and 
deepened our understanding of that relationship. Our 
background music has been the sound of birds and the chatter 
of young children. 

We remember the vision of Richard Hall, a recorded minister of 
the traditional style that many of us still living were privileged 
to know and to hear, a vision of the walls of our meetinghouse 
coming down to accommodate all the people being drawn to 
us. And another vision he had of wires, going out and coming 
into the meetinghouse, connecting us with Friends all over the 
world. Though Richard lived during the dawning of the 
computer age and before anyone had ever heard of the 
internet, we have experienced that connection through Zoom. 
And though the bricks of our meetinghouse are still solidly in 
place, we feel the walls of division and misunderstanding 
between different branches and cultures of Friends and even in 
our own communities and families no longer preventing our 
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hearts from being drawn together in the Precious Love of our 
Living Savior. 

What visions remain for us to experience?  We can only 
imagine what blessings lie ahead of us as if we continue to be 
faithful to Christ's calling on our hearts. During our business 
sessions we heard reports of his work among us during the past 
year.  In one evening program we reviewed the painfully mixed 
history of our ancestors' relationships with the indigenous 
peoples of this beautiful land. In another we envisioned 
together how we have come to this time and place and how we 
might faithfully move forward. In worship and in fellowship 
with one another, we know that it is good that we are here. 

We look at the hungry, hurting multitude in the world around 
us, and we hear him say, "You feed them." We feel we have so 
little, barely enough for one another in these troubled times. 
He says, "Bring me what you have," and he shows us how to 
thank God for providing it, to divide it up and share it with the 
people where they are, and He reminds us to gather up the 
leftovers. Then after all have been satisfied, and we are 
amazed, he quietly journeys on, seeking to feed hungry souls 
everywhere, still promising to be with us, wherever two or 
three are gathered in his name. 

The Truth revealed through His Holy Spirit is much deeper, 
more far reaching than our intellect can comprehend.  Our 
circle of community far away has become near at hand. 
Repentance is worked by our maker as we open our hearts to 
him. The purifying power of His Love works in us daily as we 
turn our minds toward Him. 

Of course, we wish we had more, could do more, could share 
more with you. We welcome, embrace and are blessed by 
those we have, and are grateful for those who have gone out 
from among us into the world.  And so it is in the heavenly 
realm that is being birthed among us, that as we are faithful in 
our stewardship of what we have been given, we are given 
more, and we give and receive it all to the Glory of God. 
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Ministry and Oversight 
We received a communication from the Body of  Ministry and 

Oversight.   We are glad that it has been written down so that we 

can take it with us.   We are grateful for their gifts and their 

willingness to share them with us.   

To:         Ohio Yearly Meeting 

From:     Ohio Yearly Meeting of Ministry and Oversight, on 

Eighth Month 4, 2023 

Dear Friends in OYM, 

We have gathered twice during yearly meeting week.  We were 

glad to have with us many of you who are not members of 

M&O, as well as visitors coming from beyond our yearly 

meeting.  Some visitors sat with us on the benches of the 

meetinghouse.  Some came by Zoom from as far away as 

Venezuela and Ghana, as well as many parts of the U.S. We 

were gathered together by the tender spirit of Christ Jesus, 

whose power is over all. 

During our Fifth Day session, we attended to answers to our 

special Queries for members of Ministry and Oversight from our 

three quarterly meetings of M&O.  Those Queries ask about the 

spiritual condition of each of us personally, the spiritual 

condition of M&O as a body, the spiritual condition of our 

monthly meetings, and our service in outreach and spiritual 

sharing beyond our yearly meeting.  

We found ourselves encouraged by those answers, even though 

they were lengthy.  In them we found assurance that there is 

divine Life in Ohio Yearly Meeting.  One Friend noted that he 

was blessed to realize that his prior thick-headedness, in 

concluding that we are a dying yearly meeting, was in error.  

Sometimes we are closest to God when God seems far away.  

Ministry is not something we are doing; God ministers through 

us, and through many other people, as well.  “Great is thy 

faithfulness, oh God, our Father.” 

Drawn together into worship, we were blessed with spoken 

ministry, including these samples:  I saw a vision of a hand 
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reaching down to each of us.  And in that hand, there was a key, 

a key coming down to us with Power.  I wondered if the key was 

gold, or silver, or brightly colored.  Then I saw that it was old 

and almost rusty, and a Voice spoke:  I, the Lord, long to reach 

down into the deepest parts of each of you, to unlock what is 

there and to free it to come forth. 

Another speaker: We each have our story.  All these stories, this 

Truth among us, makes a beautiful mosaic.  Where are the 

storytellers, to tell the ongoing story?  We know the Life of 

Christ with us.  We need to learn to tell our stories. God will do 

the rest. 

And a prayer, spoken aloud:  Merciful God, provide us with thy 

spiritual food, which we need for our journey, so that we may be 

strengthened for the tasks ahead of us. 

At our Fifth Day meeting, we considered the new situations 

presented to us by our yearly meeting’s increasing ability to use 

electronic communication, such as the platform Zoom.  We 

explored how are we being called into God’s service through 

these new opportunities; How we can grow into close familiarity 

with people we know across great distances just as we 

traditionally have had with each other in person?  How we can 

stay faithful to the practices and principles to which we are still 

being divinely called?  To what should we be alert as we 

respond to membership requests? 
 

The following answer speaks to our faith in God’s care, as we 

continue to seek to follow in the Way, the Truth, and the Life of 

Christ: 

As we share our gifts with the world, God himself will teach and 

show us how to be kept focused and earnestly concerned always 

to walk in the truth and grace we are given. We are reminded to 

be sure we are sharing the life and the light of Christ, the love 

and compassion we have been freely given.  We know God’s 

peace, power and love among us. There are many people far 

beyond our walls who need what we know God offers. 

Promptings from our Lord will always come with the right 

course of action. With our Lord leading us, our outreach efforts 

will be fruitful in God’s time. “I can do all things through Christ 
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which strengthens me,”  (Philippians 4:13.) Freely we have been 

given, freely must we share with the world, wherever that may 

be. (See Matthew 10:8) 

  

Susan Smith   Burton Doudna 

Clerk                 Assistant clerk 
 

FWCC Epistle Excerpt 
We heard an epistle excerpt from FWCC Europe & Middle East 

Section. 

FWCC Europe & Middle East Section 

 (Epistle excerpt) 

“The introduction of the current situation of the 
Ramallah Friends School in Palestine highlighted the 
importance of staying committed to Quaker values 
and the sustenance they can give when everyday 
activities and tasks have been disrupted or made 
hard to accomplish in a situation of frequent military 
onslaught, checkpoints and unequal civil rights. 
Supporting Friends from this area of our Section and 
their work is very much needed and appreciated. 
Sami Cortas from the Quaker meeting in Brummana 
in Lebanon reminded us of the quiet Quaker way, our 
peace testimony, seeing that of God in everyone and 
how they had inspired former pupils of the school with 
different backgrounds and beliefs. On Sunday 
morning we joined in Meeting for Worship with 
Quakers in Kyiv and their supporters around the 
globe. Our prayers are with all those involved. 
Our meeting was worthwhile beyond words. Next 
year we hope to meet, thanks to online devices, 
relying only on Zoom. Please do think about joining 
us...........” 
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Signed on behalf of FWCC Europe & Middle East 
Section, 
Ethel Livermore” 
 

Committee to Coordinate and Support Outreach 
The Committee to Coordinate and Support Outreach offered us an 

update on their activities.  They suggested that we attach a 

Creative Commons license to our discipline that allows individuals 

to copy and distribute our work but not change it.  While 

disappointed that recent history led us in this direction we 

approved of this action and were glad that some amongst us were 

able to provide this solution.  We were reminded that our 

discipline is not just words.  It conveys understandings that live in 

our hearts.  We are hoping to both protect and share the products 

of the generations that went before us.  

2023 Report of the Committee to Coordinate and Support 
Outreach 

The committee has met every four to six weeks 
throughout the year.   We have seen a maturation of 
online meetings for worship, hybrid meetings, and online 
discussion groups under the care of some Monthly 
Meetings and this committee.  These have drawn regular 
attenders from coast to coast of these United States, as 
well as from other continents, and finding convenient 
times has been a challenge.  We also have produced an 
ever-growing library of podcasts of Bible studies and 
reading and discussions of Friends’ writings and a reading 
of our own Book of Discipline.  These podcasts have been 
quite popular online, with thousands of downloads, often 
by people whom we do not know at all.  The website itself 
is becoming less successful at attracting new visitors and 
we are pursuing possible help from other non-profit 
groups to improve its Search Engine Optimization. 
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Some Monthly Meetings have gained affiliate 
members as a result of their willingness to be available 
and inviting to those whom the Lord leads to contact 
them.  Some of the online gatherings include not only 
many non-members, but members of several Monthly 
Meetings.  Our committee will be asking Yearly Meeting M 
& O to consider how it can better serve these 
communities of Friends and regular attenders which exist 
only online.  In spite of the hesitation of OYM Friends to 
engage in “evangelism” or proselytizing, the Lord is 
bringing people to us, people who want to find and share 
the knowledge of Christ within, His light and grace and 
power.  Who are we to hold back? 

Recently we have been approached by an 

individual who is setting up a website of his own to 

present what seems to be his personal understanding of 

Quakers and Ohio Yearly Meeting.  In doing this, his draft 

text has jumbled excerpts from our Book of Discipline, 

from documents of other Yearly Meetings, and his own 

imagination in a way that mis-states our OYM tenets.   We 

see the possibility of many people doing similar things, 

which could confuse those seeking to know who we are 

and what we stand for.  Therefore, our committee 

suggests that Ohio Yearly Meeting consider protecting its 

Book of Discipline, both the English and Spanish versions, 

in such a way as to prevent misuse or misrepresentation 

of Truth.  We can do this by using a Creative Commons 

license.  This would be accomplished by placing the 

following text in our Book of Discipline … 

“This work is licensed under the Creative Commons 

Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License.  To view a copy of this 

https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/
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license, visit 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-

nd/4.0/.” 

By inserting this into our work, we tell the readers that 

they are free to copy and redistribute the material in any 

medium or format, however,  they must agree to the 

following terms… 

• They must give appropriate credit, provide a link to 

the license, and indicate if changes were made.  

They may do so in any reasonable manner, but not 

in any way that suggests the licensor endorses 

them or their use. 

• They may not use the material for commercial 

purposes. 

• If they remix, transform, or build upon the 

material, they may not distribute the modified 

material. 

Query for committees: : Do we feel the power of Christ 
leading us in the work of our Committee?  Yes. 

Financial report. 

Starting balance 7/1/22  $1,236.37 

Income-OYM                                     25.00 

Available funds                   1,261.37 

Expenses                            

 podcasts               $204.00 

 OYM website                       99.96 

Zoom                        157.40 

 Total Expenses                 -461.36 

Ending balance  6/30/23       $800.01 

This ending balance agrees with our bank statement.  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
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Several  years ago, a large appropriation was made by the 
Yearly Meeting to this committee to pay for anticipated 
travel abroad for outreach work.  This travel never 
happened, and we have been spending down this surplus, 
taking only a token yearly $25 from the Yearly Meeting.  
This year we ask that our appropriation be increased to 
$200 to more closely match the increasing annual costs of 
sharing throughout the world our unique knowledge of 
the gospel.   

 

Friends Center Committee 
The work of the Friends Center Committee was reported on.  We 

were happy to learn that the Taber room is finished, paid for and 

available for use.  Thanks to all involved for making this possible.   

It was good to hear the committee’s report. 

Friends Center Committee Report to OYM - 2023 
 

Friends Center of Ohio Yearly Meeting offers spiritual 

hospitality to folks near and far who are drawn to be 

refreshed in the Living Water we find here.  With our 

continuing physical improvements, stronger and more 

reliable internet connection, and our own 

www.oymfriendscenter.org website (check it out!) we are 

able to attract and build relationships with both inquirers 

and long-time Friends who may visit electronically or in 

person, regularly or occasionally, for group or individual 

retreats, online discussions, or to find their way to other in-

person, hybrid, or online conversations and experiences 

offered by various groups and individuals within Ohio 

Yearly Meeting. 

 

We feel easy with the present size of our committee. We 

feel the power of the living Christ leading and 
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accompanying us in our work. Fran Taber and Richard 

Simon are no longer able to be active in our meetings.  We 

appreciate their continued wisdom, memories, and prayers. 

Additionally, we are thankful to be blessed not only with 

new opportunities for outreach and fellowship that earlier 

we might never have imagined possible, but also with this 

vision that continues to inspire and guide everything that 

we offer.    

 

The Friends Center is a retreat and conference center for 

exploring Christian unprogrammed Quakerism and its 

meaning today. Rooted in Ohio Yearly Meeting and its 

tradition of hospitality for spiritual seekers, Friends Center 

is a place where we can explore, articulate and share a 

faith that is both unprogrammed and Christian. While this 

faith draws on the experiences and writings of earlier 

Friends, we seek to express it in ways that are appropriate 

to the language and conditions of our own time. Our 

intention is to learn together from the living presence of 

Jesus Christ, whom we experience teaching us directly 

from within, through the Scriptures, and through one 

another. 

 

During the year David Male led, “Yea, Though I Walk 

Through the Valley…,” a weekend with the 23rd Psalm.  

Ken Jacobsen hosted, “The Incarnation of Love in John’s 

Gospels and in Ourselves,” and Susan Smith and Ken 

Jacobsen co-facilitated, “Eldering and Ministering Under 

the Care of the Holy Spirit.”  Each of these events followed 

the usual rhythm of our weekend retreats developed over 

the years, but now they include a good mix of attenders in 

person at Friends Center joined by others who may attend 

from anywhere in the world that has a good internet 

connection.  We also had an all-day visioning retreat for 

our committee members, in which we explored in depth 
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how the Lord is teaching us and working through us 

together in this ministry.   

 

Another fairly new work among us is our twice monthly 

online discussion of Traditional Quaker Christianity, (a 

book written by Terry Wallace, Jack Smith, Susan Smith 

and Arthur Berk) hosted by Susan Smith and others.  The 

success of this project has us considering other similar 

ongoing discussions, perhaps exploring works like William 

Taber’s, “Four Doors to Meeting for Worship,” that 

precious Pendle Hill Pamphlet that opens the doors to a 

worshipful life that flows uninterrupted from First Day to 

First Day.   

 

We have been using our new website 

(oymfriendscenter.org) as the primary way of announcing 

our upcoming events.  So far, we have scheduled two 

weekends for next year, one in the fall and one next spring.  

On November 10-12, Ken Jacobsen (Stillwater Meeting) 

plans to offer a weekend entitled  “The Gospel as 

Pilgrimage:  Walking the Way of Love with Jesus and One 

Another.” Jesus said, “Follow me.”  How do we follow 

him together, in a pilgrimage?  On a pilgrimage, you’re 

going to be changed, but you’re not sure in what way(s).   

You go with trust in the Lord, who is always there, always 

dynamic, and always in some degree of mystery.  And on 

April 26-28, 2024, Adria Gulizia & Constance Bair-

Thompson (Chestnut Ridge Meeting) intend to offer 

“Encountering the Transforming Power and Love of 

Christ”.  When Jesus proclaims that “the Kingdom of 

Heaven is within us” and invites us to “be born again,” he 

is inviting us out of brokenness into wholeness, out of our 

weakness and fearfulness into His power to transform us 

and to be embraced by His boundless love. In this retreat, 

we will consider a Quaker understanding of how the 

transforming power of Christ can liberate us from sin, 
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which keeps us from that new life, and can draw us closer 

to His redeeming power, life, light and love.  

 

Who knows what else may be in store for us, both to offer 

and to receive, in these dynamic times, with this dynamic 

vision, from this humble abode?  The Friends Center 

Committee stands watchful, grateful, hopeful and willing 

to serve as led by our Living Teacher and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  With appreciation for your support, 

 

Constance Bair-Thompson, John Benson, Burton Doudna, 

Ken Jacobsen, David Male, Diane Reynolds, Bob 

Rockwell,  Jack Smith, Susan Smith (clerk) 

 

Friends Center of Ohio Yearly Meeting 
Treasurer’s Report 

7/1/2022 - 6/30/2023 
  

$    2,027.50     Beginning Balance 7/1/2022 
  
Funds received 
  

$     3,503.00     Donations 
4,487.00 Event fees 

            22.83     from Ohio Yearly Meeting  
8,012.83 Total funds received     

  
Funds dispersed 

  
$     2,014.28     Utilities 

1,345.00     Event food, etc. 

3,500.00     
Final repayment of loan from OYM for Taber 
Room Addition 

$     6,859.28     Total funds dispersed 
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$$   3,181.05     Ending balance 6/30/2023 
  

We will be thankful for a $25 appropriation from the yearly 

meeting. 

Agenda Committee 

Our Agenda Committee presented a report.  We appreciate the 

hard work and time that goes into the agenda.   Thanks was also 

expressed for their willingness to work closely with the Ad Hoc 

Committee for Children at Yearly Meeting.    

Agenda Committee report to Ohio Yearly 
Meeting 2023 

The introduction this year of the “Celebration of 
Friendship” event on Seventh Day (5th) of our Yearly 
Meeting sessions brought with it some new challenges.  
We are grateful that we have felt the power of Christ 
strengthening us and guiding us as we worked together 
with our Lord’s help.  We gathered several times with the 
Ad Hoc Committee to manage the finer details, 
accommodations, and separation of responsibilities 
required to host this “event within an event.”  This special 
day promises to be full of family friendly activities as well 
as age-appropriate educational opportunities which will 
help young people understand the Religious Society of 
Friends and our Christian faith.  All are invited to join in!  
Happily, there is now a tentative template in place for all 
to build upon should it be useful in our work together for 
next year. 

Knowing the importance of balancing education with 
worship, we feel we have been able to schedule evening 
presentations this year that will be of interest to us all. 
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Offering a hybrid meeting again this year seems as if it 
may be a permanent offering for us which enables Friends 
and visitors to join us both in person and online.  The 
agenda committee will, as we have done each year, 
gratefully accept comments and suggestions about what 
you have experienced at this year’s yearly meeting and 
what you think might be beneficial or helpful to improving 
your experience at next year’s sessions.   

We are comfortable now with the present size of our 
committee.  This year, we felt led to create the new 
position of Co-Convener within the committee.  The Co-
Convener is brought into all aspects of the committee’s 
work.  Constance Bair-Thompson, already a member of 
the committee, agreed to serve in this new way and has 
been very helpful.  Constance’s efforts while serving in 
this capacity has been a great addition to our labors in 
creating an agenda and schedule that we hope is 
informative, allows for time and space for Friends to 
gather in waiting worship, and that forms the framework 
within which we can listen well and accomplish what 
Christ Jesus our Lord would have us do during our time 
together at our yearly meeting sessions.   

We also want to express our appreciation to the Tech 
Support Committee for their many efforts to continue to 
make our hybrid yearly meeting sessions work as 
smoothly as possible. 

In the love of Christ Jesus, 
Charles Thomas Jr., Nancy A. Hawkins, Conrad Lindes, 
Loisanne Rockwell, Robert J. Rockwell, Sarah Parsons, 
Bridget Casterline (Assistant Registrar), Constance Bair-
Thompson (Co-Convener and Assistant Registrar) 
Sharon A. Helms, Convener 
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Agenda Committee financial report  to OYM  
2023 

Starting Balance 6/30/2022                                                                               3366.30 
Income  
 Deposits  -  

donations/meals/rooms/camping                                         
 

 Deposit for OYM 2023                                                                                    250.00 
 Interest                                                                                                                   2.32 
 OYM allotment                                                                                                   25.00 
 Total income 4814.32 

Expenditures  
 Olney Friends School -deposit, campus use 

fee, sanitation fee          
1150.00 

 Olney Friends School  lodging/meals                                                       3381.00 
 Stillwater Meeting camping fees                                                                144.00 
 Check printing/ banking fees                                                                        28.45 
 Morning kitchen fellowship supplies                                                          50.00 
 Registrar supplies                                                                                          30.00 
 Mailing 2022 Agendas                                                                                   54.32 
 Total expenditures 4837.77 

Income minus expenses                                                                                  -   23.45 

Current Balance 6/30/2023                                                                             3345.85 

The Agenda Committee requested allocation……. ...$25.00 

Ad Hoc Committee for Children at Yearly Meeting 
Last year, an ad hoc committee was appointed to address the 

issue of children at Yearly Meeting.   We heard the following 

report from them which was appreciated.   
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The committee did not feel that their work was done and expect 

to continue in the current form while attracting new help and 

releasing those who feel finished.   The meeting agreed with the 

continuation, understanding that this status would be reviewed 

next year.   

Ad Hoc Committee on Youth Report 
7/30/2023 

 We first acknowledge with gratitude that the yearly 

meeting in 2022 heard the messages of concern for keeping 

engaged with young people, recognized the need, and 

established the Ad Hoc committee. 

We have met weekly since that time, and continue to feel 

Christ pouring love and encouragement into our little circle of 

Friends, and helping us to envision in His way. Especially, we 

felt like the vision for a day of Celebration of Friendship, open 

to all comers, was given to us. We felt drawn instantly into 

unity and purpose, settling the many ideas under discussion. 

We continue to be carried by the weekly precious time of 

worship at our meetings. 
 

 It has been a great help to have the cooperation and 

encouragement of Agenda Committee and Representative 

Meeting in supporting our work.  The new experiment of 

including an Agenda Committee liaison on our discussions has 

been so helpful with many questions, and we recommend it for 

the future. We are grateful for the faithfulness of the Friend 

who serves as liaison under concern.  

We are also very grateful for the volunteers who have helped 

along the way, and those who are helping this week with Junior 

Yearly Meeting and Seventh Days' Celebration. This effort 

would not be possible without their help. 
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 With joy we anticipate children once more during 

yearly meeting sessions and families and visitors for the 

Celebration on Seventh Day. The Celebration is an exercise in 

faith simply because OYM has never attempted anything like 

this before.  We are stepping out in faith, and we're not 

perfectly sure what's going to happen, but we have the sense 

that the Lord will be in it and it will be wonderful. We can't yet 

report on this year, but it is important that we don't just 

continue to say, "Too bad, but what can we do?"  but step up 

and say, "This is important, we must try to address it 

somehow."  

 The concern for young people seems confirmed in that 

we held it in the Light, met weekly, faithfully, throughout the 

entire year, sought and received the Lord's guidance and 

encouragement, and felt, while wondering what we could do, 

the joy of Friends stepping forward with ideas or offers to help. 

It is more than an Ad Hoc committee concern; caring for His 

children is what the Lord calls all of us to do; and it takes all of 

us. 

 We continue to hold a future vision of reaching out to 

young adult Friends, to help connect them through their social 

media and encourage them to form a Young Friends group that 

creates a community of support and enquiry among them. We 

ask for the help of OYM members to give us the contact emails 

or phone numbers of young adult family members, with their 

permission, from about age 17-29 to help this endeavor. 

 We hope the Yearly Meeting feels led to continue this 

committee (under whatever name) for the coming year, to 

release those members who no longer feel called to it, and to 

invite the participation of others who may be ready to join us in 

the work going forward. We encourage Friends to take up the 
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weight of concern for young people today, with the 

understanding that much of the work is simply building our 

connections to monthly meetings and families, envisioning with 

the Spirit, discussing, exploring and clarifying the concern. 

There is necessary support many Friends can do, who do not 

feel able to work directly on Youth activities. 

Mother Teresa reportedly said, "We are not called to be 

successful.  We are called to be faithful."  The rest is in the 

Lord's hands.  

For the Ad Hoc Committee: Sylvia Thomas, David Male, Jo Mae 
Rockwell, Martha Wilber, Samuel Wilber, and Constance Bair-
Thompson. Thanks to Marissa Becerra, Christy Cianelli, 
Christine Gray, Brad Jackson, Larry Muller, Sarah Parsons, Tom 
Roberts and Earl Smith for helping out. 
 

We paused in our work for silent worship of God and then 

adjourned to conclude our business in the morning.  

Concluding Session, Morning 8/6 

I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in 

Christ Jesus.  For in him you have been enriched in every 

way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge—  God 

thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you.  

Therefore, you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait 

for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.  He will also keep you 

firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful, who has called you into 

fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 Corinthians 1:4-9 

Are we willing to give our weakness to God?  I will lift up mine 

eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.  My help cometh 

from the Lord...  God says “Lean on me.  Lean not on thine own 
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understanding”.  Oh, to hear that voice and hear what the Lord 

has to give us. 

But God is so much a part of us, that we can miss Him in our 

search for Him.  Like our very own hand, we may not realize that it 

is there.  Sometimes you have to use your hand to know it is 

there. 

We go to so many places so fast we may feel like we never arrive 

anywhere.  But, little by little, parts of each of us arrive at Yearly 

Meeting with our friends so that we can be in the House of the 

Lord together. 

Young Friends Report 

We were pleased to have received a report from our Young 

Friend.   

Report Concerning Young Friends 

This year, Samual Wilber was the only Young Friend.  Having 
injured himself at the beginning of the summer and having 
been sick he has been using this time to get himself back in 
good physical condition.  He has attended most times of 
community worship and occasionally involved himself with 
younger Junior Yearly Meeting.  During the year he has been 
active with the ad hoc committee for Children.   The highlight 
for Samual at this yearly meeting has been the opportunities he 
has had to have conversations with older Friends. 

Robert Wilber, 
Samual’s Father 

Prayer from New England Yearly Meeting 
We read a prayer from our Friends in New England Yearly 

Meeting.   It reminds us that they are opening their sessions as we 

prepare to conclude ours.   We send them our silent prayers. 
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Prayer offered by Kristina Keefe Perry 

New England Yearly Meeting 

God, we pray that You would grant us the Spirit of 
wisdom and discernment so that we may know You 
better and love You more.  Give us peace around our 
future so that we may be open to hear You say, “this 
is the path, walk in it”.  Use us to be Your hands and 
feet – may our false selves decrease so that we might 
be fully alive in You; so that the Present Teacher 
might be seen alive in us – we ask this in the power 
of the Spirit and in the name of the Love that knows 
us all. 
 
Amen 

Epistle from North Carolina Yearly Meeting 

Conservative 
We read and appreciated an Epistle from North Carlina Yearly 

Meeting Conservative.   One of us has been present at several of 

their sessions and felt their love and acceptance.  We were urged 

to consider visiting them.  We also enjoyed the presence of Nancy 

Craft this year.  She fits with us very well.  While we treasure the 

exchange of written epistles, it is a special joy to have living 

epistles from our sister Yearly Meetings.  

 

North Carolina Yearly Meeting 
(Conservative)  

PO Box 4591, Greensboro, NC 27404  
ncymc.clerks@gmail.com 

 
Dear Friends of Ohio Yearly Meeting, 

mailto:ncymc.clerks@gmail.com
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The Truth is one and the same always, and though ages 
and generations pass away, and one generation goes 
and another comes, yet the word and power and spirit 
of the living God endures for ever, and is the same and 
never changes.  -Margaret Fell 

 
We gathered in person at Guilford College and online via Zoom 
for our 326th annual sessions, Seventh month, 12 -16, 2023.  We 
are still enjoying the novelty of being able to gather together in 
person for the second time; a gift we hope never again to take 
for granted.  Our worship has been deep and precious.   
 

Our theme this year was Transformed By Truth.  On 6th Day 
evening Noah Merrill explored with us the nature of Truth and 
Transformation, reminding us of the words of Margaret Fell 
quoted above. Then he led us to the realization of Truth as living 
encounter with the Spirit of God in which we are changed.  
Through a beautiful story this Truth was portrayed as a song that 
makes its home in our hearts.  We sing it together and, when one 
of us forgets the tune, the others sing it back to us until we can 
sing again. 
 
On 5th Day evening we were entertained and enlightened by a 
reading from our member, author Haven Kimmel.  She shared 
some of her transformative faith journey.  With humor and 
metaphor she also shared the rudiments of process theology and 
for the rest of the week there have been references to the choice 
available in every moment and God as the lure toward right 
action. 
 
We heard about the outreach that Quaker Earthcare Witness 
(QEW) is doing to educate people all over the world about the 
effects of climate change on the world and its inhabitants, with 
the most severe changes happening to the people and places 
least able to protect themselves. QEW continues to support local 
environmental action groups and send observers to UN climate 
meetings. Several Friends expressed the importance of individual 
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and monthly meeting support of QEW’s work to answer “the cry 
of the poor, the cry of our children, the cry of this precious Divine 
Creation” right now. 
 
Our monthly meetings reported renewed vitality in coming back 
together for worship and fellowship.  Some meetings have 
returned to entirely in-person worship while others retain their 
online connections to Friends outside the meeting room.  
Although our numbers may not be as large as they were pre-
pandemic, Friends are energetically engaged with each other and 
with their communities.  We are enjoying social gatherings and 
looking for ways to have conversations that were too difficult to 
have when we couldn’t be face to face.  We are continuing and 
renewing our engagement with our wider communities by means 
of everything from “little free pantries” and re-opening 
meetinghouses for community use to lobbying and 
demonstrating for an end to nuclear weapons. 
 
Through the upheavals in the world and in our meetings in the 
past few years, we have been changed. We know that returning 
to the old normal is not an option.  Transformation is happening 
and we have a palpable sense of being led without being able to 
see exactly where.  We continue on in faith.   
 

We are grateful for the special connection with Ohio 
Conservative Friends arising from some of our shared faith 
and practices and the travel of Friends among us. If in 
accordance with Divine will, we anticipate that Nancy Craft 
from our yearly meeting will be present when you meet 
during eighth month.  We hope to have some of you among 
us again at our sessions in 2024 if way opens.  
 
We wish that you may experience in your gatherings, as we have 
in ours, the palpable sense of the Holy Spirit among you, 
nurturing and guiding you.  We welcome you to join us at our 
sessions in 2024 if way opens.  
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On behalf of North Carolina Yearly Meeting Conservative 
 

Anne Olsen 

Anne Olsen, Clerk 
 

 

Audit and Budget 
The Audit and Budget Committee summarized their audit of our 

books and offered a proposed budget.   We were well satisfied 

with this report.  We were glad for the Friends who have served 

and willing to serve in the coming years. 

The Meeting approved the committee’s budget, audit and 

recommendations for officers with appreciation for the work of 

the committee. 

Audit and Budget Committee Report 
8th Month 2023 

 
The committee met with Dennis Rockwell, Treasurer, and Marie 
Bundy, Assistant Treasurer to review the financial records for 
the fiscal year ending 6th Month 30, 2023. We found the records 
in good order and commend the careful work of the Treasurer.  
 
Dennis has requested to be released from the yearly meeting  
Treasurer position. The committee is extremely appreciative of 
his service over the past 9 years as well as Marie Bundy’s 
willingness to serve as Assistant Treasurer.  Beverly Kirk Shull 
has agreed to take over as yearly meeting Treasurer for perhaps 
as many as two years.  Robert Becerra has offered to serve as 
Assistant Treasurer. 
 
The committee recommends a meaningful gift of $5,000 over 
five years to the FWCC Capital Campaign. This is in addition to 
our annual gift of $500 for FWCC operations. Even with this 
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additional budget item, the proposed budget total increases 
less than would be suggested by recent inflation. We ask that 
monthly meetings consider increasing their contributions by 
enough to cover our budgeted expenses. The OYM General 
Fund is available to cover any budget shortfall. 
 
Robert Stratton 
Beverly Kirk Shull 
David Eley 
Constance Bair-Thompson 

 

Monte Verde School Fund     
Efforts at these yearly Meeting sessions and by individual 

Meetings has raised $324.00 for the Monte Verde School fund.  

These funds will be turned over to the treasurer to deliver to the 

school.  We expect to use this procedure in the future.   

 Monteverde School Fund.  

 Salem Quarter $118  

 Others $206  

 Total $324  

 

Technical Support Committee 

The Technical Support Committee presented their report.   We 

appreciated the work of this committee this year and past, 

recognizing that challenges frequently arise.  Particular 

appreciation was expressed by some Friends who are less gifted in 

the technical arena.  It was noted that our Yearly Meeting’s use of 

technology has experienced considerable progress when 

compared to other organizations.   We hope, pray and believe 

that our use of technology comes from The Shepard who leads us. 
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Technical Support Committee Report 
2023 

The Technical Support Committee stands at the ready to 

provide both in-person and virtual assistance with 

technical matters for members of Ohio Yearly Meeting as 

we are able. 

 

We also are announcing the general availability of OYM’s 

Online directory that is only accessible by OYM members 

at https://practice-64422.web.app/ 

 

Dave Casterline, Co-clerk, 

for the committee 

 

  

https://practice-64422.web.app/
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Quarterly Meeting Representatives 
The Quarterly Meeting Representatives recommended that our 

current clerks continue in their service for the coming year.  We 

were happy to approve and appreciate this recommendation.   

Quarterly Meeting Representatives to Yearly 
Meeting 

The Quarterly Meeting representatives met to consider names 
for the clerks for the coming year.  
We bring forth the names:  

Clerk: Charles C Thomas, Jr.  
Assistant Clerks: Robert Wilber, Kenneth P. Jacobsen  

 We appreciate their willingness to continue in this work for 
another year.  
For the committee,  
Penny L Thomas  

Concluding Minute 

Friends from all parts of the country came together at the 

Stillwater Meetinghouse to do the work of our Yearly Meeting.   

They were joined online by Friends from around the world.   We 

were cheered to find our numbers reflecting a healthier body and 

it was good to hear the sound of children running past the 

meetinghouse again. 

With a sense of service to God we attended to our business, 

examining query summaries, reviewing finances and hearing 

reports.   The hard work of our committees was evident as we 

proceeded.    

There was a growing realization that God’s gift of technology has 

facilitated a growth in participation that was not possible until 

recently.   But we have found that growth can foster the same 

awkwardness adolescents experience when muscles stretch over 
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lengthening bones.  We worked on ways to improve our hybrid 

business sessions with mixed success.  We know that we are far 

from done.  Change can be challenging, but for us it is 

accompanied by a clear vision of our community playing a crucial 

role in the global reach of God’s Word. 

Worship in the early morning was personal and powerful. In our 

times of Morning Sharing we found life.   Stories of interactions 

with strangers demonstrated that, with Christ in our hearts, 

brotherly and sisterly bonds can be established at surprising 

moments. 

We had an uncomfortable history lesson in Native American 

boarding schools.  Used to narratives where Friends played a 

positive role, it was difficult to learn that some Ohio Friends of the 

19th century fell prey to good intentions gone awry.   

We explored the Vine of Christ and found examples of both 

pruning and fruit bearing.   It is our perception that we have borne 

fruit where we have been active online.   This includes online 

Worship, Bible study, prayer groups, study groups, websites and 

podcasts.   We continued to bask in the prophecy of electronic 

signals reaching from our Meeting to the entire globe, but realized 

that the signals go both ways enabling growth at both ends.     

Because God is always at work in you to make you willing and able 

to obey his own purpose.  

Philippians 2:13 

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

a peculiar people, that ye should show forth the praises of Him 

who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

1 Peter 2:9 

The distinct sense of our time together is that we are not dying.  

We are a Meeting coming to life.  As we close our sessions, we 
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look forward to joining a planned Celebration of Friendship with 

children and families.   Having worked diligently,  been refreshed 

by our worship and friendship, we now conclude intending to 

return here Eighth Month, 6th  2024, if it should so be His will. 
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Iowa Yearly Meeting Epistle 

It has become a tradition for Ohio Yearly Meeting to exchange 

epistles with its sister conservative yearly meetings in North 

Carolina and Iowa.   Friends in Ohio Yearly Meeting look forward 

to having these Epistles read during their sessions.  Unfortunately, 

in 2023 the epistle from Iowa was not received in time for a 

formal reading and so there is no corresponding minute.  

However, due to the interest among our membership, it seems 

right to include the Iowa epistle in the printed minute book. 

Dear Friends of Ohio Yearly Meeting: 

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.  The second commandment is this: love your neighbor 
as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.
    --Mark 12:30-31 

Greetings from Iowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative) as we meet 
on line and in person for our 146th annual session at 
Scattergood Friends School and Farm, near West Branch, Iowa.  
The heat of an Iowa summer cautions us to be careful, while 
the Spirit encourages and connects us for these sessions, 
Seventh Month 26 through 30.  We gather in the Hickory Grove 
Meeting House with the theme: Knowing ourselves; knowing 
our neighbors. 

Thank you for commending to us your member Tom Roberts, 
who has been part of our holy space for this Yearly Meeting in 
session.  This is our second annual session that includes both in 
person and remote participation, and we are grateful for this 
experience. Tom’s participation has enlarged our spirit-filled 
week. 

We listened to the state of the State of the Meeting reports. 
Many of our monthly meetings continue to be hybrid meetings 
allowing Friends to attend in person or by video. Many of these 
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reports spoke to concern of Meetings small and dwindling size.  
In addition to our decreasing numbers, our ageing means that 
many of us have less energy to invest in our Meetings; that it 
can be difficult to get members and attenders to agree to take 
on responsibility. 

Yet Friends are working on timely concerns including climate 
change and institutional racism. Many voice surprise that 
despite our focus on these crucial issues of our time we are not 
attracting others to join us in these struggles.  What does God 
call us to do?  

We listen with gratitude to the reports from the Scattergood 
School committee and farm.  We are thankful Scattergood is on 
solid financial footing.  Scattergood boarding high school 
continues its tradition of educating youth to lead a world of 
peace and justice with Quaker values.  A day-use middle school 
now extends the academic offerings and will help grow the 
enrollment in the high school.  The farm and greenhouse 
facilities offer unique educational experiences and connection 
with the natural world, as well as healthy provisions and fresh 
food for meals.  

Beyond the Business of our Yearly Meeting, we enjoyed a full 
schedule and go forward from this brief sojourn enriched by 
study, presentations, discussions, and personal exchanges 
among Friends old and new.  In early morning Bible Study we 
were led through an exploration of the story of Moses from the 
book of Exodus, examining the text with a focus on word 
choices used in several contemporary versions of the Holy 
Bible.  We read through this sampling weighing our responses 
for personal and emotional impact; an interesting study. 

Anika Forrest, Legislative Director, Domestic Policy, of Friends 
Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), presented a 
summary of current efforts in Washington to influence US 
Congress toward more humanitarian approaches of handling 
the immigration and migration issues at our borders and 
embassies. Anika leads FCNL’s legislative and migration policy 
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program. Her remarkable understanding of a crisis that is 
tending toward catastrophe on a World scale was very stirring.  
We are encouraged to support the FCNL efforts and to engage 
in on-site participation, but most effectively, she urged us to 
contact our Congressional members.   

IYM(c) Member, Marshall Massey, presented excerpt from his 
book-in-progress about the environmental crisis and how the 
original roots of Quaker Earth Care Witness developed from 
discussions and exchanges.  Marshall showed how the rising 
trends in atmospheric carbon dioxide have coincided with 
trends of atmospheric warming, destabilization of climate, and 
radical weather patterns.  His query to us reaches to our 
spiritual response, how can we engage and prepare for the 
crisis if not spiritually? 

Paula Palmer, member of Boulder Monthly Meeting, provided a 
slide presentation on her ministry toward Right Relationship 
with Native Peoples, the history of Quakers and indigenous 
boarding schools. Paula has collaborated with indigenous 
peoples as an ally, bringing together native and non-native 
people to build relationships based on truth, respect, justice 
and our shared humanity. Paula asks for our immediate 
response to the images and narrative of this troubled history, 
seeking a continuing dialog toward healing. 

We enjoyed a renewed energy in our Yearly Meeting as we 
gathered together on the beautiful Scattergood campus and 
engaged in our relationships with each other and the Divine. 

In Love, 

Carol Gilbert, clerk 
On behalf of Iowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative) 
7834 Jackson Street 
Omaha, Nebraska  68114 
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Representative Meeting Minutes  

Fall 2022 

At the fall session of the Representative Meeting of 

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, held Eleventh 

Month 19, 2022. Many Friends are gathered in the 

Chestnut Ridge Meeting House near Barnesville, 

Ohio, joined by other Friends joining us by Owl and 

Zoom teleconferencing. 

The scripture for the day was Romans 12:14-18. 

We have 14 members of this body with us today, drawn 

from all Monthly Meetings. An additional 12 Friends are 

also with us.  

The meeting heard a report about the work of Wollmer 

Uzcategui, a Venezuelan Friend who has worshipped with 

Friends in Mexico City and recently with Stillwater’s 

worship. Wollmer has been led to translate our Discipline 

into Spanish. Ken Jacobsen has had an opportunity to 

read the translation and finds it to be simple, accurate, 

and graceful. It is currently in a draft form and needs 

some final editing or formatting.  

We are excited about this prospect of sharing the 

Discipline with Spanish-speaking Friends and seekers. 

We appoint the following committee to work with the text 

and recommend to a future meeting how it will be used, 

including whether to publish only online or perhaps to 

pursue printing physical copies: Mike Kinch, Conrad 

Lindes, Robert Becerra, Martha Wilber, Ken Jacobsen, 

and Henry Jason. We encourage them to consult with 
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other Friends such as Benigno Sanchez-Eppler and Daniel 

Lean Montezuma.  

The ad hoc committee for the OYM youth program 

provided the following report. The committee has 

considered a wide range of possibilities and brings two 

proposals for our consideration. A theme behind the 

proposals is to reconnect with our youth and help share 

spiritual treasures among Friends of all ages. We are 

encouraged by the work of the committee and see many 

ways the Lord can bring about new friendships and 

spiritual community.  We are reminded that we need to 

step out in faith and invite people to share in the things of 

God.  Jesus often opens doors through personal 

connections.  The Representative Meeting appreciates the 

committee’s enthusiasm and encourages it to move 

forward with its planning in consultation with the Agenda 

Committee.   

Ad Hoc Committee on OYM Young Report to 

Representative Meeting. 
 
Here is the relevant minute from Yearly Meeting, August 2022 

 

In order to address the immediate concern for a viable 
program for the young, we formed an ad hoc 
Committee to consider the issues and make 
suggestions.  We appoint Martha Wilber, Sylvia 
Thomas, Christine Gray, David Male, Sarah Parsons, 
Samuel Wilber, Sean Lentz, Larry Muller and Joanna 
May Rockwell.  We ask them to report to the next 
Representative Meeting Eleventh Month 19th. 

Ad Hoc Committee has been meeting weekly since the end of 
August.  The committee is now composed of Martha Wilber and 
Sylvia Thomas, co-clerks, and Johanna Mae Rockwell, Samuel 
Wilber, David Male and Christine Gray. 
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Our discussions included the following considerations, and 
inspired a two-part proposal. We seek encouragement from 
Representative Meeting to continue developing these 
proposals, if the Meeting feels that a way is being opened and 
that a viable vision is taking shape.  

Initial Discussions included: 

• What no longer works, what needs to change 

• Who do we hope to serve through a Youth Program?  

• How do we find and stay in contact with potential 
young attenders? Their families?  

• What are their needs? What do Friends have to offer? 

We Considered Several Approaches: 

• Fewer days, or hours, of children's programming 

• Involve Parents in Children's Program 

• Sign-up of daily Adult Volunteers for activities, rotating 
responsibility & providing structure 

• No Youth Programs 

• Have Paid Youth Leaders, or at least paid child-care 
person 

• **One Day, All Day, All-generational Celebration of 
Friendship 

• **Young Adult Friends lead their own gathering 
 
The Committee has felt a clear, positive inward affirmation 
about the two Plans we have continued to develop.  We 
sketched an early version for Agenda Committee, to engage 
their help in considering the possible effects on the Agenda & 
Registration, well ahead of their deadlines. 

Proposal One:  **All Day Celebration of Friendship to be held 
on 7th Day of yearly meeting week. 
Reserve Saturday for an all-day, families, youth and multi-
generational Open House-type celebration. 
Develop our contacts and invite visitors with a variety of 
connections and interest for... 
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Activities that are welcoming, joyful, and also provide an 
experience / learning of Christian community. 
 
Activities might include... 

• Morning: Bible Reading, Short Silent Worship, 
Meetinghouse Tour & history? 

• Get Acquainted: Break into groups in Locations: Taber 
Room, Library, Parlor, Collection Room 

• After Lunch: All Ages Gathering, and separate Young 
Adult Friends Gathering 

• Come Together Shared Activity:  

• Supper: Picnic 

• Evening Program, end with Bonfire, singing, good nights 

Contingencies: 
a. Have an overall theme, which can be adjusted for all 

ages, which can be explored in appropriate activities for 
children, or teens or adults, depending on who comes 
to All Day Celebration.  

b. If there are youth during the week, explore the theme 
and let them help prepare for Sat. program 

c. If there is remaining Business, activities will move to 
Collection Room, Taber Room etc.  

Proposal Two: ** Facilitate Initiating a Young Adult Friends 
Organization   

• Contact Young Adult Friends college age and Adult 
Young Friends beyond college age. 

• Invite Young Friends to start their own community 
dialog; being in touch with each other,  discovering 
needs and interests — generating an ongoing 
community that will be self- determined and self-
maintaining. 

• Seek YAFs with interest in helping with OYM Youth 
Program in any way. 
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Ad Hoc Committee has several Next Steps in mind if 
Representative Meeting approves going ahead with developing 
these proposals. For example... 

• Work with Agenda Committee on Program description, 
and any questions, to complete agenda entry 

• Work with Monthly Meetings to build contacts with 
potential young attenders and families 

• Build group of volunteer helpers 

• Ideas for theme and activities 

• Getting the word out: flyer, monthly meeting 
announcements, word of mouth, mailing etc 

• Create mailing lists 

These efforts would be useful for alternative future events. 

For the Ad Hoc Committee on OYM Youth, 
Sylvia Thomas and Martha Wilber, co-clerks 
Christine Gray, David Male, Jo Mae Rockwell, Samuel Wilber 

 

The meeting appoints David Nagle to the Peace and 

Human Relations Committee and George Partridge to the 

Historical Committee as proposed by the Nominating 

Committee.  

As a committee to recommend Friends to serve as clerks 

for the term 2023 to 2026, we appoint Nancy Hawkins 

and Burton Doudna. They are asked to report to our 

spring session.  

We now conclude, intending to gather again at Salem on 

Fourth Month 15, 2023.  

 

Seth Hinshaw 

Janet Hammer 

Clerks 
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Spring 2023 
At the spring session of the Representative Meeting 

of Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, held Fourth 

Month 15, 2023. Many Friends have gathered in the 

Salem Meeting House, with other Friends joining us 

by Zoom. 

The scripture for the day was Romans 12:14-18. 

We have eight of nine Monthly Meetings represented and 

14 of our 17 appointed members. Six Friends not 

appointed to this body have also joined us.  

The Nominating Committee forwarded the following 

request. Names of community members for the Walton 

Home Board are identified by the Walton Home Board 

and its governance committee. The three recommended 

community members are former school teachers. We 

thank the Nominating Committee for its work and 

approve the recommended names for the stated years, 

with potential re-appointment by the Yearly Meeting.  

Nominating Committee would like to propose that the 
following three community members be appointed to the 
Walton Home Board:  Judith Hutchison, Mitch Bartels, and 
Anne Bartels and the following three OYM members: 
Robert Becerra, Barbara Warrington, and James Kirk. The 
Walton Home Board requests that the Yearly Meeting 
approve them at the Fourth month Representative 
Meeting so that they can begin their service this spring.  
The Board is also suggesting that they have staggered 
terms so that their terms are not all expiring in the same 
year.  They suggest that Mitch and Anne Bartels initially 
serve a one year term expiring in 2024 followed by a three 
year term and that Judith Hutchison, Barbara Warrington 
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and James Kirk initially serve a two year term expiring in 
2025 followed by a three year term.  Robert Becerra will 
start with a three year term. 

 
On behalf of the Committee, 
Janet Hammer, convener 

The meeting revisited the concern about the Olney 

Hostess Fund raised at Yearly Meeting last year. Six 

Monthly Meetings have forwarded their sense of how to 

proceed. Some believed a new name might be more 

descriptive of the fund’s purpose, and some believed the 

fund could be handled privately rather than through the 

Yearly Meeting. Friends believe that given what has 

happened in recent years, the time has come to lay down 

the Olney Hostess Fund.  

The committee that has been working with Wollmer 

Uzcategui of Venezuela to produce a Spanish translation 

of the Discipline has brought a draft document today plus 

a glossary. The meeting appreciates the special work and 

energy of the Friends involved and their ability to 

contribute to this project, translating the deeper 

subtleties of Ohio Friends words not always easy to 

translate into other languages. The meeting is satisfied 

with the current draft and agrees to have the committee 

work with other committees as necessary and proceed 

with posting the draft on the Yearly Meeting website. We 

hope by Yearly Meeting week the translation might be 

ready for final approval.   

The committee appointed at our last session to bring forth 

names of Friends to clerk this meeting the coming three 

years recommends Sarah Parsons and Janet Hammer. 

The meeting approves the report. The meeting also 

expressed its deep appreciation for the outgoing clerk.  
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The ad hoc committee working with youth during Yearly 

Meeting week has asked if some funds could be made 

available for their work. We approve authorizing at least 

$200 from funds already set aside for ad hoc committees.   

Having completed the work brought before us, we now 

conclude, intending to gather again on Eleventh Month 

18, 2023.  

Seth Hinshaw 

Janet Hammer 

Clerks 

Committees and Officers as of 2023 

Ohio Yearly Meeting 

(Years indicate expiration of term, asterisk* indicates clerk or convener) 

AGENDA COMMITTEE 

ex officio: OYM Clerk- Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

ex officio: Registrar- Sharon A. Helms* 

Assistant Registrars: Constance Bair-Thompson, Bridget 

Casterline 

2024 Sharon A. Helms, Sarah Parsons, Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

2026 Nancy A. Hawkins, David E.Warrington, Loisanne 

Rockwell, Robert J. Rockwell 

AUDIT AND BUDGET COMMITTEE 

(serves until the end of 2024 session) 

2024 David Eley, Constance Bair-Thompson 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CAMP COMMITTEE 

2024 Kathleen M. Kovalick 

2025 Micaela S. Drewett, Debora H. Taber 

2026 Margaret Marie Bundy, Johanna Mae Rockwell*, Lily 

Vedder, Constance Bair-Thompson 

COMMITTEE TO COORDINATE& SUPPORT 

OUTREACH 
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2024 Henry C. Jason, Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

2025 Conrad Lindes*, Kim R. Palmer, Aaron E. Curtis, Sharon A. 

Helms, Robert J. Rothwell 

2026 John C. Benson, John C. Smith, Nancy A. Hawkins, Carolyn 

McGinnis 

EPISTLE COMMITTEE (Two-year term) 

2024 Nancy A. Hawkins, Sylvia E. Thomas 

2025 Kenneth P. Jacobsen, David Male 

FIDUCIARY TRUSTEES 

ex officio:  Walton Home Manager (Heidi Palmer) 

2024 Shelley A. Rockwell, David E. Warrington* 

2025 Carey L. Newlin 

2026 Robert Becerra, Beverly Kirk Shull 

FINANCING EDUCATIONAL CONCERNS 

2024 Rebecca J. Hawkins, Debora H. Taber 

2025 Beverly Kirk Shull*, Janet L. Hammer 

FRIENDS CENTER COMMITTEE 

2024 John C. Benson, Constance Bair-Thompson, Robert J. 

Rockwell, Frances I. Taber 

2025 Burton M. Doudna, Diane Reynolds, Kenneth P. Jacobsen, 

Richard A. Simon 

2026 David Male, John C. Smith, Susan Smith* 

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 

2024 Earl Smith, Seth Hinshaw 

2025 Rebecca A. Hawkins, Anne Marie Taber, Kathryn E. Smith, 

Margaret Marie Bundy*, George Partridge 

2026 Gwendolyn Giffen, Loisanne Rockwell 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

2024 Lois Edgerton, Seth Hinshaw* 

2026 Evelyn M. Groves, Timothy Lillie, Mary Alice Pino 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

2024 Rebecca J. Hawkins, Janet L. Hammer*, Evelyn M. Groves, 

Kathryn E. Smith, Seth Hinshaw, John C. Smith, David Eley 

2025 Michael Kinch, Constance Bair-Thompson, Elvina M. 

Krekler, Mary Alice Pino, Earl Smith, Penny Thomas, Sharon A. 

Helms 

PEACE & HUMAN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

2024 Richard D. Wetzel 

2025 Robert J. Rothwell, Kathleen J. Rothwell, David Nagle 

2026 Earl Smith, Sylvia E. Thomas*, Karen Walsh 

PRINTING COMMITTEE 

ex officio: OYM Clerk- Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

ex officio: OYM Recorder- Michael Kinch 

ex officio: OYM Nominating Committee Clerk- Janet L. Hammer 

2024 Sharon A. Helms, Carey L. Newlin, Anne Marie Taber* 

2026 Michael Kinch, Earl Smith 

RECORDERS 

2024 Rockingham Quarter:  Michael Kinch-Keystone Fellowship, 

Penny Thomas-Marlborough, David Casterline-Rockingham 

Salem Quarter:  Sharon Helms-Crossroads, Rebecca Hawkins & 

Nancy Hawkins- 

Middleton, Lola Toot-Salem Upper Springfield 

Stillwater Quarter: Robert Rothwell-Chesterfield, Kathleen 

Kovalick-Chestnut Ridge, 

 Roseanna Wilkinson-Stillwater 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT COMMITTEE 

2024 David W. Casterline*, David Male, Kent Palmer 

2025 Charles C. Thomas, Jr., Earl Smith 

2026 Conrad Lindes*, Dennis Rockwell, Kim R. Palmer, Nancy A. 

Hawkins, Constance Bair-Thompson, Jayson St. Onge (1 yr appt to try) 

TRAVEL FUND COMMITTEE 

2024 David F. Eley 

2025 Dennis Rockwell, Janet L. Hammer* 

2026 Robert Becerra 



118 
 

TRUSTEES OF OHIO YEARLY MEETING PROPERTY 

2024 Kevin D. Roberts, Robert J. Rockwell* 

2025 David Male 

2026 Richard F. Sidwell, Robert W. Stratton 

WALTON HOME BOARD 

2024 Margaret Marie Bundy*, Sharon A. Helms, Cindy McGee 

(Community), Karen L. Walsh, Mitch Bartels, Anne Bartels 

(Community members) 

2025 Kathleen M. Kovalick, Barbara J. Warrington, James S. Kirk, 

Judith Hutchison (Community) 

2026 David W. Casterline, Jean Cooper (Community), Denise 

Troy, Robert Becerra 

WIDER FELLOWSHIP OF CONSERVATIVE FRIENDS 

ex officio: Registrar-Sharon A. Helms 

2024 Nancy A. Hawkins*, Michael Kinch, John C. Smith, Sharon 

A. Helms 

2026 Sarah Parsons, Thomas Roberts 

CUSTODIANS OF RECORDS 

Appointed 1990-Loisanne Rockwell 

Appointed 2009- Seth Hinshaw 

Appointed 2010- Beverly Kirk Shull, Kimberly A. Newlin 

REPRESENTATIVE MEETING 

ex officio: OYM clerk- Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

2024 Wilma Crawford, Burton M. Doudna, Nancy A. Hawkins, 

Janet L. Hammer (Reading Clerk), Sarah Parsons*(clerk), Mary 

Alice Pino (Alternate Clerk for meetings at Salem) 

2025 Kathryn E. Smith, Charles C. Thomas, Jr., Conrad Lindes, 

Kimberly A. Newlin, Michael Kinch, Sharon A. Helms 

2026 David W. Casterline, David F. Eley, Seth Hinshaw, Debora 

H. Taber, Evelyn M. Groves, Karen Walsh 

TREASURER of OHIO YEARLY MEETING 

2024 Beverly Kirk Shull 

ASSISTANT TREASURER 

2024 Robert Becerra 
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YEARLY MEETING RECORDER 

2024 Michael Kinch 

ASSISTANT YEARLY MEETING RECORDER 

2024 Charles C. Thomas, Jr. 

REPRESENTATIVES to FRIENDS COMMITTEE on 

NATIONAL LEGISLATION 

2024 Earl Smith 

2025 Sylvia Thomas 

2026 Thomas Roberts 

REPRESENTATIVES to FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE 

for CONSULTATION 

2024 Henry C. Jason, David Male 

2026 Diane Reynolds 
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 Committees in Detail 

Agenda 

Clerk/Convener: Sharon A. Helms 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Charles Thomas, Jr EX_OFFICO Yearly Meeting 

Clerk 
MARLBOROUGH 

Sharon A. Helms EX_OFFICO Registrar CROSSROADS 

Constance Bair-

Thompson 
EX_OFFICO Assistant Registrar CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Bridget Casterline EX_OFFICO Assistant Registrar MARLBOROUGH 

Sharon A. Helms 2024  CROSSROADS 

Sarah Parsons 2024  MIDDLETON 

Charles Thomas, Jr 2024  MARLBOROUGH 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2026  MIDDLETON 

David E. Warrington 2026  SALEM UPPER 

SPRINGFIELD 

Robert J. Rockwell 2026  STILLWATER 

Loisanne Rockwell 2026  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

The Agenda Committee is composed of seven members plus 

the Yearly Meeting clerk and Registrar is named by the Yearly 

Meeting Nominating Committee. Terms of service are for 

three years, with staggered expiration dates. 
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The work of developing the written agenda for yearly meeting 

sessions should begin in First Month for Event Contract and 

updated costs with Olney Friends School. The agenda should 

be ready for distribution by Sixth Month, with planning 

meetings held as needed. The agenda lists items of business 

to be considered at each session, as well as other scheduled 

events during that week. The agenda also provides 

information on accommodations, meals, youth activities and 

other items of interest to members and visitors. The basic 

format of the agenda is helpful in reminding Friends of the 

anticipated flow of Yearly Meeting business through the 

week. 

The committee is responsible for delegating planning for 

evening programs for yearly meeting week and for making 

the necessary arrangements for their presentation. Members 

of this committee are also responsible for arranging for yearly 

meeting members to conduct the morning worship groups 

during the week. It is important to keep in contact with Olney 

Friends School personnel as arrangements are being made 

since we make use of their facilities. The Agenda Committee 

should see that the agendas are printed or copied, stapled 

and distributed to all monthly meetings. 
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Junior Yearly Meeting 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting Email Phone Number 

This committee currently has no officially appointed members 

as of Yearly Meeting 2023. 

 

Description 

This committee provides a service to parents as well as to 

children and young people during YM sessions. We offer a 

program during business sessions of the yearly meeting, 

giving the children a time for special attention and allowing 

parents more freedom to participate in the business. The time 

with the children gives an opportunity to share the Christian 

gospel of Jesus Christ, to study the Bible, to help the children 

understand our reasons for being Friends, and also to have 

fun with outings, crafts, games and such. We want to be an 

encouragement to them in their lives. Young Friends, usually 

from grades 7-12, meet with designated committee members 

in a similar program of Christian Quaker study. Committee 

members usually help the children and Young Friends give an 

evening program to all the YM attendees on Seventh Day 

evening. 

The program for Junior YM and Young Friends may vary year 

to year, as does the number of participants and their ages. It 

is necessary to provide a morning and afternoon program for 

each day. We start with the children attending the first 

portion of each YM business session, being there for prayer 
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and introduction of visitors. Next the children go to a 

prearranged place to have their own activities, prayer and 

time together. Generally we visit the Walton Home on 7th day 

morning to practice our program for 7th day evening before 

a small audience. We have sometimes asked particular older 

Friends to speak with the children on a topic of life 

experience. This helps to enrich the children's contact with 

others in the YM. 

Infants, toddlers and preschoolers are sometimes cared for 

by volunteers, sometimes it has been needful to organize paid 

childcare. This committee makes arrangements for these 

younger children as needed. 

A report is given to the YM to be read during 7th day morning 

business session. The leaders give a report of the week's 

Junior YM session that is read during this same business 

session. For two or three decades Junior YM was held as a 

business meeting with clerks, reading epistles, appointing a 

committee to write epistles to other junior yearly meetings 

and to Friends in other places of the world. This has not been 

done recently. Instead each child has helped to write part of 

the report about Junior YM sessions that they attended. This 

then is passed on to the YM as a report from the children. 

The committee should meet 3 or 4 times a year before. The 

first meeting should be no later than Third or Fourth month 

to start planning the program for the coming yearly meeting. 

This allows new members of the committee time to ask 

questions, helps the committee members to all get 

acquainted, and allows for finding areas which the committee 

may need assistance from people outside the committee. 
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A modest allotment from the yearly meeting budget helps to 

pay for an evening meal together, craft supplies, teaching 

guides, snacks and has paid childcare for preschoolers and 

infants. 

The love for children and their personalities is very important 

for a committee member. One needs to be forthright, patient, 

tolerant, have self-control, and honesty. It is helpful to have 

individuals with different strengths: entertainers, organizers, 

craft enjoyers and folks who will share of themselves. The 

members of this committee create the setting of the Junior 

YM and Young Friends sessions. 

 

Audit & Budget 

Appointed by Yearly Meeting in Session. Term of service is 2 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

David F. Eley 2024  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Constance Bair-Thompson 2024  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

 

Description 

The yearly meeting of 2003 directed that there be four 

members of the Audit and Budget Committee, with staggered 

two-year terms. Two members are named each year from the 

floor of the yearly meeting. The committee is to 

- Audit the books of the yearly meeting treasury. It is helpful 

if the YM treasurer gives to the committee immediately after 
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their appointment the yearly meeting financial record book 

and bank statements, as well as a copy of the treasurer's 

report to the yearly meeting. 

- Prepare a proposed budget for the yearly meeting for the 

coming year. The budget is usually reported to the last 

business session. It is helpful for the various committees of 

the yearly meeting to inform the Audit and Budget 

Committee of their fiscal needs soon after its appointment. 

The committee considers the balance of all requests as it 

prepares the budget. Individual requests by particular 

committees are usually not approved by the yearly meeting 

prior to considering the proposed budget. In its budget report 

the A&B Committee should include explanation of changes 

they propose from the previous year, as well as any other 

conditions they deem helpful in understanding the budget. 

- Recommend an OYM member to serve as treasurer and 

assistant treasurer for the coming year. This recommendation 

usually is part of the budget report given on Seventh Day. 

- In consultation with the treasurer, make recommendations 

to the yearly meeting for changes in procedures to expedite 

the fiscal functions of the yearly meeting. For example, in its 

2003 report, the committee suggested that the treasurer, 

early in the fiscal year, forward to each yearly meeting 

committee its approved appropriation. Each committee 

would then be responsible for handling its own receipts and 

disbursements. 
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Christian Education Camp 

Clerk/Convener: Johanna Mae Rockwell 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Kathleen M. Kovalick 2024  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Micaela Shavonne Drewett 2025  STILLWATER 

Debora Hope Taber 2025  STILLWATER 

Margaret Marie Bundy 2026  STILLWATER 

Johanna Mae Rockwell 2026  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Lily Rockwell Vedder 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

Constance Bair-Thompson 2026  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

 

Description 

The purpose of the Christian Education Camp Committee is to 

provide oversight, support and assistance with planning and 

execution of the Christian Education Camp. The Camp is a two 

to four day period of time of interacting with our first through 

eighth grade children to assist and encourage them in their 

understanding of and desire for a growing relationship with 

Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

The committee is to seek out an individual or individuals who 

can assume the leadership. The Leader is to 

- Discern an appropriate theme for group focus. 



127 
 

- Make annual reservations with Olney for use of campus 

facilities. 

- Direct outreach and publicity toward potential campers. 

- Arrange for adult supervisors and senior and junior 

counselors and provide other resources. 

- Select a camp treasurer and calculate probable need of 

Yearly Meeting financial support, expenses and camper fees. 

- Make an annual report to the Yearly Meeting. 

Committee members are encouraged to share their talents 

and gifts as they are able, such as by being counselors, in craft 

instruction, overseeing recreation activities, helping lead 

worship programs, or teaching. All committee members are 

asked to especially pray for the camp, campers, and 

counselors before, during and after the camp sessions. Gifts 

and qualities needed to be a member of this committee are a 

"willingness to be a worker for the Lord". 

The camps held in the past have always been Christ-centered 

and Spirit-led. While children of Ohio Yearly Meeting have 

been the targeted campers, all children have been welcomed. 

Many campers are children of former OYM members or 

friends of campers. We have seen the workings of the Lord in 

so many aspects of the camps. When we allowed Him to 

work, in His perfect timing, the camps have been wonderful 

times of learning about and experiencing Him. 
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Committee to Coordinate and 
Support Outreach 

Clerk/Convener: Conrad Lindes 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Henry C. Jason, Jr 2024  MIDDLETON 

Charles Thomas, Jr 2024  MARLBOROUGH 

Conrad Lindes 2025  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Kim Richard Palmer 2025  STILLWATER 

Aaron Edward Curtis 2025  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Sharon A. Helms 2025  CROSSROADS 

Robert J. Rothwell, III 2025  CHESTERFIELD 

John Chapman Benson 2026  STILLWATER 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2026  MIDDLETON 

John C. Smith 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

Carolyn McGinnis 2026  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Description 

As Christians, we in Ohio Yearly Meeting have a charge to 

spread Christ's good news to the whole world.   The ideal 

means for this is through direct personal contact, sharing the 

gospel of Christ’s love for us and His presence, in Spirit, within 

every human soul as the Word of God to speak to us and as 

the Light that reveals our faults and leads us to holiness.  

Thus, the essential place and responsibility for this personal 
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outreach and for welcome seekers and new members is the 

Monthly Meeting.   This Committee’s role is, as its title states, 

to coordinate and support that Monthly Meeting work.   To 

make this possible, Nominating Committee members should 

seek out the members of their Monthly Meetings with the 

greatest gifts and availability for outreach, even if they live at 

a distance from the Meeting House, to name to the 

Committee to Coordinate and Support Outreach so that each 

Monthly Meeting is represented on it. 

The internet provides us, cloistered as we sometimes seem to 

be, an unprecedented opportunity to proclaim our unique 

version of that good news to every comer of the globe. The 

primary charge of this committee is to be continually yearning 

and listening for the Word of God to speak through us, in 

written rather than in vocal ministry, to Friends and seekers 

the world over. 

Ohio Yearly Meeting has "conserved" the Truth and Light 

which the first Friends proclaimed, but we have hidden it 

under a bushel basket, where its flame is dying. Though we 

are now few in number, we Friends of this Truth and Light 

have the opportunity to put that Truth and Light on a 

candlestick to enlighten the whole world. Members of this 

committee should burn with the desire to share our 

wonderful Good News and should be willing and able to 

spend the time to do that, primarily  through their own 

Monthly Meetings, and then through correspondence and 

phone calls with individuals from anywhere in the world who 

might discover us and want to learn more about Christ within. 

Each Monthly Meeting should be excited and willing to take 

on the opportunity for growth through its local, in-person 
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outreach.  Ideally, then, at least one Friend from each 

Monthly Meeting should serve on this committee so that they 

can learn from one another's Monthly Meeting work and 

coordinate and support that work among the Monthly 

Meetings.  In addition, as members of this committee, they 

will be the contact point for the work of the whole Yearly 

Meeting to reach out to the world.   When online inquirers 

find themselves to be in unity with us and desire to join, they 

will need to do that through a Monthly Meeting, which can 

be facilitated by correspondence with individual committee 

members. 

• The Outreach Committee maintains a website which 

currently includes: 

• the OYM Book of Discipline; 

• statements regarding OYM beliefs and testimonies ; 

• information regarding locations and times of worship 

for our monthly, allowed and affiliated meetings; 

• links to related sites, including the OYM Friends 

Center; 

• a calendar of events useful to OYM members, and; 

• a provision for inquiries for more specific information 

or help 

The committee meets in person once a year, at the Friends 

Center, the day before the opening session of Ohio Yearly 

Meeting. Throughout the year, we maintain conversation 

with one another through emails and through online 

meetings every 6 weeks. One committee member serves as 

its treasurer, and some members with the needed skills and 

interest maintain the website. One member serves as the 

correspondent.   He or she receives and replies to all email 
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inquiries that come through the website and passes them on 

to two other committee members, in rotation. EACH 

MEMBER of the committee is responsible to respond, at least 

initially, to these inquiries, and to maintain correspondence 

with those inquirers who continue to show interest. 

Committee Schedule: 

1. In person committee meeting at Yearly Meeting sessions. 

Finalize the report for YM at this time, and email the report 

to the YM Clerk in Word format. 

2. Meet online, using Zoom or another means, every 6 weeks. 

During these meetings: 

• receive reports of each Monthly Meeting’s 

outreach work since that last meeting and 

plans for the future. This is an opportunity for 

cross-pollination of ideas; 

• review the inquiries received through the 

website since that last meeting, the responses 

to them, and the current status of 

correspondence with inquirers. 

The committee Correspondent is to make an 

initial reply and pass on the inquiry and his/her 

response to two committee members, 

selected in rotation, who also are to respond 

at least once to the inquirer; 

The correspondent will maintain a list of 

inquirer’s names, email addresses, any other 

known information regarding location, phone 

number, etc., and the current status of 

correspondence with each one. 
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The names of inquirers with whom there has 

been no active correspondence for 2 years, or 

who have joined OYM, will be dropped from 

the list. 

• Review the website content and appearance in 

the light of performance reports for Google 

and others, and in the light of input from 

visitors to the site, to continually work to 

improve the effectiveness of the site in 

communicating our understanding of the 

gospel as widely as possible. 

3. During the last online meeting before Yearly Meeting 

sessions, prepare a preliminary report for Yearly 

Meeting. 

4. During the first online meeting of the calendar year, 

prepare to be give books to Olney seniors. 

• Decide which book(s) to give, with the intent 

of providing these graduates with a valuable 

reminder of OYM Friends’ experience of the 

living, inward Christ. 

• Communicate with Onley to find out how 

many seniors will be graduating. 

• Communicate with the OYM Historical 

Committee to acquire and store those books. 

• Arrange with Olney for the books to be 

presented, on behalf of Ohio Yearly Meeting of 

the Religious Society of Friends, Conservative 

in a meaningful ceremony. 
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Epistle 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 2 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2024  MIDDLETON 

Sylvia E. Thomas 2024  STILLWATER 

Kenneth P. Jacobsen 2025  STILLWATER 

David Male 2025  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

The Epistle Committee discerns which epistles, or portions 

thereof, should be offered to the yearly meeting to be read 

aloud during the sessions.  Most epistle documents are sent 

to FWCC where they are put on a website for our viewing. 

Those documents and any that are sent directly are viewed 

by members who may bring forward selections for 

discernment at the committee meeting held the day before 

the opening session of yearly meeting when epistles or 

portions thereof should be selected to offer to the yearly 

meeting to be read aloud during sessions.  Usually, four or six 

are made. 

The Epistle Committee is also charged with writing letters to 

be sent to other groups of Friends, primarily yearly meetings, 

as messages from Ohio Yearly Meeting in session. The 

committee usually reports on Sixth Day, to allow for any 

revision of letters that may be needed. 
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It is customary for the Epistle Committee to write epistles to 

Friends Everywhere and to Iowa and North Carolina Yearly 

Meetings (Conservative). Committees sometimes feel drawn 

to compose additional letters. Examples are messages to the 

various groups of Christian Friends with whom our members 

have had fellowship, or absent members of our own YM. 

Although the committee should not feel required to write all 

such groups in a given year, it is appropriate to keep in touch 

with those to whom we feel especially close in the family of 

Friends. 

The writing of epistles opens an important avenue for 

ministry from OYM to other Friends. Accordingly, members of 

the committee need to be open to leadings to include 

spiritual messages as well as conveying the important themes 

of our time together during YM week. Letters should have 

some content unique to their recipients, but it may be 

appropriate to use certain paragraphs in more than one 

letter. 

Epistles should be presented to the clerks in a digital form. 

The final copy for mailing is arranged and signed by the YM 

clerk after approval by the YM. 

Four Friends serve on this Committee for a term of two years, 

starting their appointment from the time of approval at 

Yearly Meeting and ending two years later at the close of 

Yearly Meeting.  The terms will stagger to ensure that half of 

the committee will always have at least a year’s experience in 

service. 
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Fiduciary Trustees 

Clerk/Convener: David E. Warrington 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Heidi Palmer EX_OFFICO Walton Home 

Manager 
Coopted Community 

Member 

Shelley Ann 

Rockwell 
2024  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

David E. Warrington 2024  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Carey L Newlin 2025  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Robert Becerra 2026  STILLWATER 

Beverly Kirk Shull 2026  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

The Fiduciary Trustees of OYM were incorporated under the 

laws of the State of Ohio in 1924 to hold real property, stock, 

and other securities on behalf of Ohio Yearly Meeting. The 

real estate holdings of OYM include the lands and facilities 

currently used by the Walton Home and those leased by 

Olney Friends School, Inc. These properties are legally held in 

the name of the Fiduciary Trustees on behalf of OYM. 

Various monthly meeting funds, graveyard funds, and similar 

endowments are sometimes placed with the Fiduciary 

Trustees. The endowment funds for OYM purposes, the 

Walton Home, and those to benefit Olney Friends School are 

part of the trustees' portfolio. These funds are invested by the 
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trustees in order to realize investment return and in some 

cases, value appreciation. Portions of the funds may also be 

used for loans (primarily to OYM members). Annually, at the 

end of the fiscal year (Sixth Month 30, as of 1992), a portion 

of the income earned and appreciation in value during the 

preceding 12 months is paid to those bodies having funds 

deposited with the trustees. The amount of the annual 

distribution depends on the success of the investment 

program for the year, expenses incurred, and funding a 

modest reserve fund to act as a buffer against fluctuations in 

asset valuation. 

The organization, authorities, and membership of the 

Fiduciary Trustees are completely described in the By-laws 

which were last revised and approved by Representative 

Meeting in Eleventh Month 2010. Representative Meeting or 

the Yearly Meeting must approve all amendments to these 

By-laws. 

There are currently five trustees who serve three-year 

appointments as nominated by the Nominating Committee 

and approved by OYM during the annual Eighth Month 

meetings. The business manager of the Walton Home is 

considered an ex-officio, non-voting member. As is customary 

for an incorporated body, there are four officers of the 

Fiduciary Trustees: president, vice president, treasurer-

assistant secretary, secretary-assistant treasurer. 

The trustees meet regularly four times a year in addition to 

holding called meetings as the need arises. Meetings are 

currently held in First, Fourth, Seventh, and Tenth Months. 

Decisions on the annual distribution of income are finalized at 

the Seventh Month meeting to permit smooth completion of 
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reports to OYM. A special meeting during yearly meeting 

week in Eighth Month is sometimes held to elect officers; 

otherwise officers are elected at the Tenth Month meeting. 

Knowledge of investments and sound business acumen are 

both valuable assets for individual trustees. 

Financing Educational Concerns 
Clerk/Convener: Beverly Kirk Shull 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Rebecca J. Hawkins 2024  MIDDLETON 

Debora Hope Taber 2024  STILLWATER 

Beverly Kirk Shull 2025  STILLWATER 

Janet Hammer 2025  CHESTERFIELD 

 

Description 

The Committee to Finance Educational Concerns was first 

appointed in the year 2000, "to have charge of financing 

educational concerns and educational outreach. This might 

include scholarships, work with Yearly Meeting youth, 

support for the Friends Center, and/or other concerns which 

arise." (Minutes of ad hoc committee, approved by Yearly 

Meeting 1999). 

The committee brings to the Yearly Meeting 

recommendations for the use of funds held by the Fiduciary 

Trustees for educational purposes, when circumstances 
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necessitate a change in their application. Legal advice is 

sought as needed to ensure that the committee's 

recommendations honor the intent of donors. When funds 

have been designated for scholarships, the committee 

determines policy for their distribution within guidelines 

approved by the Yearly Meeting and furnishes the Fiduciary 

Trustees a list of students who are to receive aid. The 

committee will be in charge of supervising the use of other 

funds for educational concerns that may become available. 

The committee works with the Fiduciary Trustees as needed. 

It meets during yearly meeting week and additional times 

during the year as the work requires. It reports to the Yearly 

Meeting annually. 

Friends Center 

Clerk/Convener: Susan Smith 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

John Chapman Benson 2024  STILLWATER 

Constance Bair-Thompson 2024  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Robert J. Rockwell 2024  STILLWATER 

Frances I. Taber 2024  STILLWATER 

Burton M. Doudna 2025  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Diane Reynolds 2025  STILLWATER 

Kenneth P. Jacobsen 2025  STILLWATER 

Richard A Simon 2025  STILLWATER 
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Susan Smith 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

John C. Smith 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

David Male 2026  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

The Friends Center Committee meets five or six times a year, 

sometimes by phone or electronic conferencing, to oversee 

the work of the Friends Center, "a retreat and conference 

center for exploring Christian unprogrammed Quakerism and 

its meaning today."  The committee establishes policy for the 

use of the Center for its own retreats and other events, 

including hospitality for OYM members. It plans programs at 

the Center and oversees maintenance and improvements to 

its building and grounds. Members share responsibility for 

arranging for leadership for each activity, hosting each event, 

and developing publicity. Local members of the committee 

also share in housekeeping and maintenance tasks. One 

member of the committee serves as treasurer. Another 

member serves as registrar, sending out information and 

receiving inquiries and registrations for each Friends Center 

event.  One or two members serve as host for each event, 

communicating with the weekend's facilitator and being 

present during the weekend to coordinate meals and meet 

participants' other outward needs. Some members of the 

committee should be acquainted with Friends in other yearly 

meetings to facilitate reaching out for leadership and 

participants. The committee makes an annual report to Ohio 

Yearly Meeting. 
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Historical Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Margaret Marie Bundy 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Seth Hinshaw 2024  MARLBOROUGH 

Earl Smith 2024  STILLWATER 

Rebecca J. Hawkins 2025  MIDDLETON 

Anne Marie Taber 2025  STILLWATER 

Kathryn Elizabeth Smith 2025  STILLWATER 

George Partridge 2025 CROSSROADS MONTHLY MEETING 

Margaret Marie Bundy 2025  STILLWATER 

Gwendolyn Giffen 2026  STILLWATER 

Loisanne Rockwell 2026  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

The principal responsibility of the Historical Committee is the 

care of the Heritage Rooms in Stillwater Meetinghouse. The 

convener of the committee may also serve as the contact 

person for the Belmont County Tourism Council, as well as for 

others wishing to arrange tours of the Meetinghouse and the 

Heritage Rooms. Members of the committee may act as tour 

guides. 

The committee presents to the yearly meeting a written 

report of their activities and a financial report for the year. 
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Funds are often requested from the yearly meeting. Money 

paid by tour groups arranged by the Belmont County Tourism 

Council is usually retained by the committee. The committee 

also sells books and souvenirs. Money is needed sometimes 

for painting and improvements. 

The committee has a short business meeting during yearly 

meeting and at least one all-day meeting in the spring or 

summer for cleaning the Heritage Rooms as well as any 

necessary business. Committee members take turns opening 

the Heritage Rooms and acting as hosts or hostesses at Olney 

Commencement and yearly meeting sessions, as well as at 

other meetings held at the meetinghouse. 

Since the Book and Children’s Literature Committee has been 

laid down, the Historical Committee has the responsibility of 

keeping on hand in the Heritage Rooms copies of Mind the 

Heavenly Treasure by Gary Bowell; “Living A-Top of the 

World” by Charles Morlan; the pamphlets “A Brief 

Introduction to Conservative Friends,” “Welcome to our 

Meeting,” “Advices and Queries,” and other OYM literature 

as well as Bibles to be handed out to children of OYM at age 

eight. We cooperate with the Committee to Coordinate and 

Support Outreach and the Wider Fellowship of Conservative 

Friends to accomplish these tasks formerly performed by the 

Book and Children’s Literature Committee. 

The committee evaluates old clothing, papers, and other 

artifacts offered for display in the Heritage Rooms. If such 

objects are found useful for that purpose, they are assigned 

accession numbers and recorded. Not all items can be 

accepted because of space limitations. 
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Historical Committee members should have an interest in 

preserving Quaker heritage. In addition, some should have 

clerical and record keeping skills or artistic talent for planning 

exhibits.  It is also helpful for someone to be available on short 

notice. 

Memorial Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Seth Hinshaw 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Lois Edgerton 2024  MIDDLETON 

Seth Hinshaw 2024  MARLBOROUGH 

Evelyn M. Groves 2026  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Timothy Lillie 2026  MIDDLETON 

Mary Alice Pino 2026  MIDDLETON 

 

Description 

The Memorial Committee assists in the production of 

memorials of members who have lived exemplary spiritual 

lives. Each memorial should illustrate the operations of divine 

grace in the deceased so as to inspire future generations to 

know the fulfillment of coming into submission themselves. 

Although the Discipline states that memorials are to be 

produced by local meetings, the Memorial Committee since 

its inception in 1971 has taken an active role in the 

composition of memorials. The Committee usually meets 
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with the family and meeting of the deceased to collect 

information, then creates the first draft. The draft is sent to 

the family for review. Once the text has been completed, the 

proposed memorial is forwarded to the Representative 

Meeting for final approval, printing, and distribution. 

Committee members should have one or more gifts related 

to the committee's work. Perhaps most valuable is the gift of 

discernment, especially as it relates to weighing the desires of 

the meeting and of the family. Gifts for collecting and 

evaluating information about the decedent are particularly 

valuable. Last, a concern for producing an accurate account 

of the Friend's life with an emphasis on conveying the 

influence of the Holy Ghost upon him or her is critical. While 

the spiritual fruit and labor of the person are worthy, 

capturing that person's faith in Christ Jesus should be the goal 

of every Memorial. 

Nominating Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Janet Hammer 

Appointed by Monthly Meetings. Term of service is 2 years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

David F. Eley 2024  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Evelyn M. Groves 2024  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Janet Hammer 2024  CHESTERFIELD 

Rebecca J. Hawkins 2024  MIDDLETON 

Seth Hinshaw 2024  MARLBOROUGH 

John C. Smith 2024  ROCKINGHAM 
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Kathryn Elizabeth Smith 2024  STILLWATER 

Constance Bair-Thompson 2025  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Sharon A. Helms 2025  CROSSROADS 

Michael Kinch 2025  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Elvina M. Krekler 2025  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Mary Alice Pino 2025  MIDDLETON 

Earl Smith 2025  STILLWATER 

Penny Thomas 2025  MARLBOROUGH 

 

Description 

The Nominating Committee consists of two members 

appointed by each Monthly Meeting, with alternating two-

year terms.  Each year's appointment is reported to the 

Quarterly Meeting immediately preceding that year's Yearly 

Meeting sessions, and is included in the Quarterly Meeting 

reports given at the opening session of Yearly Meeting.  The 

terms of Friends thus named begin after the close of that 

year's Yearly Meeting, and continue through the next two 

Yearly Meeting sessions. 

The Clerk of Nominating Committee is an ex-officio member 

of the Printing Committee. The Nominating Committee's 

purpose is to find, through God's Guidance, right persons to 

serve on yearly meeting committees. Once it has become 

clear, through the process described below, how many 

people are needed to fill committee positions, the 

Nominating Committee is encouraged to wait in worship to 

see which names they are led to and then to consider the 

questions in the following paragraph. 
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In choosing the right persons, we take into consideration the 

following: Have they been faithful in attending committee 

meetings in the past? Have they voiced a desire to serve on a 

certain committee? Does the Nominating Committee 

consider them to be suited or especially gifted in the area of 

consideration? Are they willing to serve? What is the balance 

of men and women, age differences, and the geographic 

spread of a committee, if these factors seem important in the 

work and dynamics of that committee? The Nominating 

Committee clerk should, early in the year, compile a list of 

committees with the names of those whose terms expire. The 

committee members from each monthly meeting should then 

be provided with the names of the members of their own 

meeting whose terms on each committee are expiring. If it 

seems right to them, and keeping in mind the qualifications 

listed above, the members of the committee should contact 

those in their meeting whose terms expire and ask if they are 

willing to serve again. 

It is suggested that the members of the Nominating 

Committee meet as a body in Fourth Month, in the morning 

on the day Representative Meeting meets in Salem, Ohio, to 

consider all appointees and together arrive at members to 

serve on the various committees. Each new appointee must 

be asked if he or she is willing to serve. The committee should 

meet early in the week at Yearly Meeting to finalize the 

appointments. The clerk should send each committee 

member a timely notice of each of these meetings. 

A report of all proposed new appointments, listed by 

committee and date of service expiration, should be given to 

the Clerk of the YM. The Nominating Committee should be 



146 
 

available during the YM sessions to fill any additional 

appointments that may be necessary. During YM this 

committee should meet and choose someone to be in charge 

of the next year's activities. 

Some committees have persons that are not members of 

OYM. The names of those persons should be suggested to the 

YM Nominating Committee consideration before they are 

contacted or asked to serve. 

At the close of the YM sessions the Nominating Committee 

clerk is requested to send a written report to each Monthly 

Meeting clerk, the Representative Meeting clerk, and the 

printing committee. This report should be a complete list of 

all committee members, including new appointments, listing 

their terms of service.  This is necessary since some 

committees may need to meet before the printed minutes 

are distributed. 

Peace and Human Relations 

Clerk/Convener: Sylvia E. Thomas 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Richard D. Wetzel 2024  CHESTERFIELD 

Robert J. Rothwell, III 2025  CHESTERFIELD 

David Nagle 2025 CHESTERFIELD 

Kathleen J. Rothwell 2025  CHESTERFIELD 

Earl Smith 2026  STILLWATER 
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Sylvia E. Thomas 2026  STILLWATER 

Karen Walsh 2026  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

The mission of the Peace and Human Relations Committee is 

to glorify God and promote peace and good will through 

helping to establish His kingdom here on earth. The 

committee helps to keep the Yearly Meeting informed on 

current issues about peace and justice. It acts, as led by the 

Spirit of Jesus, in influencing affirmative action in these issues. 

The committee meets at yearly meeting time to reorganize 

and appoint a convener, whose name is forwarded to the 

Nominating Committee. It is responsible for writing an annual 

report given to the clerk of the yearly meeting on the year's 

activities. Included in this report is a financial statement on 

how monies were spent and a request for monies needed for 

the coming year. More meetings may be scheduled by the 

committee during the year to plan activities for yearly 

meeting. Activities may include sponsoring speakers and 

peace and human relations workshops, making available 

written materials for yearly meeting members, and 

supporting peace activities with other like groups.  
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Printing Committee 

Clerk/Convener: Anne Marie Taber 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Charles Thomas, 

Jr 
EX_OFFICO Yearly Meeting Clerk MARLBOROUGH 

Michael Kinch EX_OFFICO Recorder KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Janet Hammer EX_OFFICO Nominating Committee 

Clerk 
CHESTERFIELD 

Sharon A. Helms 2024  CROSSROADS 

Carey L Newlin 2024  SALEM UPPER 

SPRINGFIELD 

Anne Marie Taber 2024  STILLWATER 

Earl Smith 2026  STILLWATER 

Michael Kinch 2026  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

 

Description 

The members of the Printing Committee are appointed by the 

yearly meeting Nominating Committee for three-year terms, 

with staggered expiration dates. It is this committee's 

responsibility to see that the yearly meeting minutes and any 

other documents authorized by the yearly meeting and 

Representative Meeting (such as memorials, pamphlets, and 

the Book of Discipline) are printed and distributed. The 

committee selects a printing company and sees that accurate 

information gets to that company in a timely manner. Yearly 
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Meeting Minute Books are generally distributed early in 

Eleventh Month. 

Recorders 

Appointed by Monthly Meetings. Term of service is 1 year. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Michael Kinch 2024  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Penny Thomas 2024  MARLBOROUGH 

David W. Casterline 2024  ROCKINGHAM 

Sharon A. Helms 2024  CROSSROADS 

Rebecca J. Hawkins 2024  MIDDLETON 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2024  MIDDLETON 

Lola Jean Toot 2024  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Robert J. Rothwell, III 2024  CHESTERFIELD 

Kathleen M. Kovalick 2024  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Roseanna Kathleen Wilkinson 2024  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

Each monthly meeting has the responsibility of appointing its 

membership recorder. The OYM Nominating Committee 

suggests an OYM recorder, subject to approval by the yearly 

meeting. The position does not have a specified term of 

service and does not have an allowance or budget. Its 

guidelines are self-imposed or traditional. Meetings of the 

monthly meeting recorders may be called by the OYM 

recorder if needed. 
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Membership in OYM is obtained and maintained through 

membership in one of the monthly meetings. It is the 

responsibility of each meeting's recorder to keep records of 

all members (current and past) and the way in which such 

membership was initiated or ended. These records should be 

kept as securely as possible to prevent loss, water damage, 

fire, or other harm. It is the monthly meeting records which 

are the original source of all OYM membership information. 

Electronic records kept by the OYM and monthly meeting 

recorders should also be kept in paper format. 

Since the membership year ends on 6/30, the OYM recorder 

makes sure the monthly meeting recorders have the proper 

forms so that they may complete the annual membership 

report for their monthly meeting's approval. When approved, 

a copy remains with the monthly meeting clerk, one with the 

meeting recorder, and one forwarded to the OYM recorder 

by 7/1. 

The OYM recorder uses the monthly meeting reports to 

prepare a summary report for each Quarterly Meeting, 

getting it to each quarterly meeting clerk at the appropriate 

time. After approval by the Quarterly Meeting, the 

summaries are used by the OYM recorder to prepare the 

annual membership report that is sent to the yearly meeting 

sessions for final approval. 

In the interval between Yearly Meeting and the final printing 

of the minutes, monthly meeting recorders are asked to 

provide the OYM recorder with their updated Monthly 

Meeting Directory. These are compiled and sent on to the 

printing committee. 
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Travel Fund 

Clerk/Convener: Janet Hammer 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

David F. Eley 2024  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Janet Hammer 2025  CHESTERFIELD 

Dennis Rockwell 2025  STILLWATER 

Robert Becerra 2026  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

The purpose of the Travel Fund Committee is to oversee the 

disbursement of funds to assist Ohio Yearly Meeting 

members in their travel needs Members of the committee are 

appointed for a 3 year term. Most business is conducted via 

email correspondence. One member of the committee keeps 

a 3 year budget that projects anticipated expenses/requests. 

Committee members approve requests and the Travel Fund 

treasurer submits proper reimbursement. 

Guidelines: 

Types of travel that the committee considers for funding 

include: 

- OYM representatives to Representative Meeting who need 

assistance with travel. 
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- OYM members attending Ohio Yearly Meeting who need 

assistance with travel. 

- OYM representatives to FCNL and FWCC gatherings. Travel, 

registration, meals and housing are reimbursed. 

- OYM members feeling led to travel in the ministry. 

- OYM members who attend other Quaker gatherings where 

funding assistance may be needed. 

Friends seeking funds for travel assistance should make a 

written request to a current committee member that includes 

an estimate of cost. To receive reimbursement, Friends 

should submit a receipt to the Travel Fund committee 

treasurer. 

Because funds are limited, priority will be given to members 

needing help to get to Representative and Yearly Meeting, 

representatives to FCNL, FWCC  and requests for traveling in 

the ministry. Other requests will be considered but due to 

limited funds may not receive approval. 

Friends feeling led to travel in the Ministry are to approach 

their Monthly Meeting first to ask for discernment in their 

leading, issuance of an approving minute, and assistance with 

funds.  If the Monthly Meeting approves the travel request 

and additional assistance is required then the Monthly 

Meeting may make a request to the Travel Fund Committee 

for further help. Friends are directed to the Discipline of Ohio 

Yearly Meeting of Friends for further details about 

procedures for travel on religious concerns. 

Because funds are limited, the Committee will attempt to 

anticipate upcoming travel requests for the year in advance 
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in the above mentioned priority areas and budget 

accordingly. Travel to FWCC, in particular, is expensive as 

conferences often require overseas travel for 2-3 

representatives. 

The Committee proposes to look ahead to anticipated 

requests and budget accordingly in an attempt to allow full 

funding and to request an appropriate allocation from the 

Yearly Meeting to cover expenses for the upcoming year. A 

budget for the upcoming year will be submitted to Ohio 

Yearly Meeting when we make our request. 

Technical Support Committee 

Clerk/Convener: David W. Casterline, Conrad Lindes 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

David W. Casterline 2024  ROCKINGHAM 

David Male 2024  STILLWATER 

Kent Palmer 2024  ROCKINGHAM 

Jaysen St. Onge 2024  CROSSROADS 

Charles Thomas, Jr 2025  MARLBOROUGH 

Earl Smith 2025  STILLWATER 

Conrad Lindes 2026  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Dennis Rockwell 2026  STILLWATER 

Kim Richard Palmer 2026  STILLWATER 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2026  MIDDLETON 
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Constance Bair-Thompson 2026  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

 

Description 

Ohio Yearly Meeting has experienced firsthand, the 

challenges and opportunities that new technologies provide.   

In order to meet these challenges and take advantage of 

these opportunities, the Yearly Meeting gathered Friends 

with technological gifts and charged them with establishing  

general guidelines and to assist with technologies or 

technology-related decisions. 

Under the Lord’s guidance, these Friends will draw on their 

technical knowledge to discern where technology will help to 

advance His kingdom and where it may hinder it.  Areas of 

discernment could be Outreach, record keeping, online 

meetings and potentially others.  The committee will not 

assume any responsibilities already allocated but will serve 

other bodies of the Yearly Meeting with advice and 

assistance. 

A particular concern of the Yearly Meeting is that new 

technologies can create divisions amongst Friends.  The 

concern includes the differences between those who are 

comfortable with technological developments and those who 

are not.  This issue can be mitigated with education and 

support.  However, there is another danger.  Separate 

communities can develop separating those online from those 

physically present at a meeting.  That problem will require 

specific attention.  The committee will monitor the issue, 

drawing upon gifts of other Yearly Meeting Friends as needed 

to perceive and address it. 
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The committee has its roots in a time when Friends with 

technical expertise first assisted the Agenda Committee with 

online and hybrid business meetings.  This committee must 

be ready to provide similar assistance. 

When the need for support of online Yearly Meeting Sessions 

is confirmed by Agenda Committee or Representative 

Meeting, the committee will plan accordingly.  Towards these 

ends they should meet no later than Fifth Month each year to 

begin planning for Yearly Meeting.  The work must be 

coordinated with the Agenda Committee. 

This planning involves allocating technical resources at Yearly 

Meeting time, helping sessions to be available online and to 

function smoothly.  The allocation includes, but is not limited 

to, hardware, software, Internet access, and individuals to 

monitor and operate them.   The committee will be 

responsible for assisting the Clerks in managing and 

displaying digital documents and aiding in the timely 

resolution of problems.  To accomplish these ends, the 

committee will appoint one or more technical clerks for 

Yearly and Representative Meetings to monitor the computer 

screens for Friends who wish to speak to a topic and 

communicate this to the clerk.  The committee will also 

appoint one or more Friends On-Call who will have a 

publicized phone number to whom questions or problems 

with the online component can be addressed. 

Problem resolution includes system-wide issues as well as 

smaller challenges that affect a single participant.  This is not 

to suggest that all members of the committee must be 

present at Yearly Meeting.   However, the committee should 
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locate technically capable Friends and confirm that they are 

available and agreeable to fill these roles. 

When requested, the Committee will also assist Quarterly 

Meetings, Monthly Meetings, and committees to set up 

online or hybrid gatherings. 

Throughout the year, individuals on the committee and the 

committee as a whole should be available for consultation on 

technical matters.  Each member of the committee should be 

acquainted with the specialties of the other members, in 

order that questions can be referred to the appropriate 

Friend when necessary. 

Members serve on the Technical Support Committee for a 

period of three years.  These periods can be adjusted for 

individual Friends at the recommendation of Nominating 

Committee and approval by Yearly Meeting to ensure that 

terms are staggered.  Each of these three years of service 

begins at the end of the Yearly Meeting in which the 

appointment was approved and continues until the following 

Yearly Meeting concludes. 

Trustees of Ohio Yearly Meeting 

Property 

Clerk/Convener: Robert J. Rockwell 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Kevin D. Roberts 2024  STILLWATER 
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Robert J. Rockwell 2024  STILLWATER 

David Male 2025  STILLWATER 

Richard F. Sidwell 2026  MIDDLETON 

Robert W. Stratton 2026  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Description 

Property Trustees were established as a committee of the 

yearly meeting in 1994, taking over the service of a 

committee appointed by the Representative meeting. The 

committee works with a similar committee of Stillwater 

Monthly Meeting to oversee maintenance and repair of the 

yearly meetinghouse. The yearly meeting budgets funds for 

this work, but often trustees and other Friends donate their 

own time and/or materials. The Property Trustees, again in 

cooperation with Stillwater Friends, may also schedule and 

oversee a time before yearly meeting sessions for cleaning 

the meetinghouse. 

The Property Trustees should include Friends of varying ages 

who are able to climb stairs in the meetinghouse and 

participate in its repair. The trustees submit an annual report 

to the yearly meeting, detailing the work completed during 

the past year and any maintenance needs anticipated in the 

near future. 
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Walton Home Board 

Clerk/Convener: Margaret Marie Bundy 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Anne Bartels 2024  Coopted Community Member 

Mitch Bartels 2024  Coopted Community Member 

Margaret Marie Bundy 2024  STILLWATER 

Sharon A. Helms 2024  CROSSROADS 

Cindy McGee 2024  Coopted Community Member 

Karen Walsh 2024  STILLWATER 

Kathleen M. Kovalick 2025  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Barbara Warrington 2025  STILLWATER 

James S. Kirk 2025  MIDDLETON 

Judith Hutchison 2025  Coopted Community Member 

Denise Troy 2026  STILLWATER 

David W. Casterline 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

Robert Becerra 2026  STILLWATER 

Jean Cooper 2026  Coopted Community Member 

 

Description 

It is the Board's primary function to create a wisely 

considered and compelling vision for the betterment of those 

the Lord has entrusted into our care and to consider what 
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conditions or changes to bring to pass. The Board must 

relentlessly probe behind good activity in search of good 

effects, keeping its attention focused on defining and refining 

the mission. 

The Board is responsible for governance of the Walton, 

setting goals and objectives that will fulfill the mission and 

long-range plans of the Home and monitor the fulfillment of 

the plans. The Board is to serve as a liaison to the community 

and represent the community to the Home. 

Regularly the Board must review financial statements, 

insurance coverage, assist management, and provide a 

financial compilation. The Board must make sure monies are 

handled properly and that all requirements of funders and 

contract criteria are met. 

Walton receives funds from OYM and presents an accounting 

report to the Yearly Meeting on an annual basis. Additionally, 

written reports are made to OYM on the progress of the 

Home. 

Service on the Walton Board is normally a 3-year 

appointment with nomination coming through the 

Nominating Committee. 

The Board membership includes eight but not more than 

twelve members of OYM plus three to not more than five 

persons who are not members of OYM (Community 

Members), with a maximum of fifteen Members. The 

members’ terms will be staggered so that some positions are 

filled annually. 
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The Board appoints officers each year, President, Vice 

President, and Recording Secretary, preferably after the new 

members have been appointed. The goals of OYM are to be 

reflected in all policies. In carrying out its objectives, the 

Board will want to: 

- Be responsible for employing managers and guiding their 

work through carefully established policies. 

- See that systematic organization and evaluation procedures 

are in place and functioning properly. 

- Develop a detailed job description for the Manager(s), 

including employment terms, conditions, and expectations. 

Wider Fellowship of Conservative 

Friends 

Clerk/Convener: Nancy A. Hawkins 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Sharon A. Helms EX_OFFICO Registrar CROSSROADS 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2024  MIDDLETON 

Sharon A. Helms 2024  CROSSROADS 

Michael Kinch 2024  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

John C. Smith 2024  ROCKINGHAM 

Sarah Parsons 2026  MIDDLETON 

Tom Roberts 2026  STILLWATER 
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Description 

The purpose of this committee is to facilitate and encourage 

visitation among Conservative Friends, and to promote the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. We plan and host gatherings, 

usually biannually, inviting Conservative Friends and those of 

like mind to worship our Lord together. We have found that 

many people outside formal Conservative Friends' 

membership have an interest and hunger for fellowship with 

Friends who hold to the centrality of Christ. This has opened 

up opportunities for a wide and growing correspondence 

between committee members and scattered Friends within 

the U.S. and in other countries. There is also a sense of the 

need for traveling ministry, to encourage all to uphold Jesus, 

as His Holy Spirit gives openings in waiting Spiritual worship. 

The committee publishes the quarterly periodical The 

Conservative Friend, for "all those who love His appearing" 

WFCF committee members need to understand Conservative 

Friends. They also should have a desire to practice the beliefs 

of Friends in allowing their lives to be yielded to the Holy 

Spirit. 

Custodians of the Records 

Appointed by Nominating Committee.  

Member Tenure Meeting 

Loisanne Rockwell IN_PERPETUITY Appointed STILLWATER 

Seth Hinshaw IN_PERPETUITY Appointed MARLBOROUGH 

Beverly Kirk Shull IN_PERPETUITY Appointed STILLWATER 
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Kimberly A. Newlin IN_PERPETUITY Appointed SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

 

Description 

The Custodians of the Records preserve in a suitable, safe 

manner all OYM records of importance, including those of 

subordinate meetings, and the historical records of Olney 

Friends School and the Walton Retirement Home. Four 

Friends currently serve, including one from each quarterly 

meeting. The Yearly Meeting decided in 2010 that the 

Custodians had charge of the records in the vault at Olney 

Friends School and the vault in the Salem Meeting House. 

The Custodians meet as required to manage the records or to 

deposit additional records. No ongoing funding is required. A 

written report is made to the yearly meeting following or 

anticipating any important records activity. It is helpful for 

members to have analytical minds, historical interests, and 

some knowledge of OYM history and structure. 

Representative Meeting 

Clerk/Convener: Sarah Parsons 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Charles Thomas, Jr EX_OFFICO Yearly Meeting Clerk MARLBOROUGH 

Wilma Mott Crawford 2024  MARLBOROUGH 

Burton M. Doudna 2024  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Nancy A. Hawkins 2024  MIDDLETON 
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Janet Hammer 2024 Reading Clerk CHESTERFIELD 

Sarah Parsons 2024  MIDDLETON 

Mary Alice Pino 2024 Alternate Clerk MIDDLETON 

Kathryn Elizabeth Smith 2025  STILLWATER 

Charles Thomas, Jr 2025  MARLBOROUGH 

Conrad Lindes 2025  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Kimberly A. Newlin 2025  SALEM UPPER SPRINGFIELD 

Michael Kinch 2025  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Sharon A. Helms 2025  CROSSROADS 

David W. Casterline 2026  ROCKINGHAM 

David F. Eley 2026  KEYSTONE FELLOWSHIP 

Seth Hinshaw 2026  MARLBOROUGH 

Debora Hope Taber 2026  STILLWATER 

Evelyn M. Groves 2026  CHESTNUT RIDGE 

Karen Walsh 2026  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

The Representative Meeting consists of up to 21 persons, 

seven of whom are appointed annually for three year terms. 

The clerk of the Yearly Meeting is an ex-officio member of the 

body. Representative Meeting meets in the fall and spring to 

represent the Yearly Meeting when it is not in session. 

Called meetings may be called by the clerk at the request of 

four or more members. One third of the members are 

required to conduct business, including representatives from 

at least two Quarterly Meetings. 
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The Representative Meeting keeps written minutes of its 

proceedings. Copies of the minutes of each meeting should 

be forwarded to the Monthly Meeting clerks in a timely 

fashion to keep all members apprised of the business that was 

conducted. The minutes should be sent to the Yearly Meeting 

in Eighth Month for its approval. 

The duties of the Representative Meeting are: 

•  In general, to act for the Yearly Meeting when it is not in 

session. 

•  To represent the Yearly Meeting, and to appear in its 

behalf, whenever the interest or reputation of the Society of 

Friends may call for it. 

•  To authorize any material to be published and distributed 

under the name of the Yearly Meeting, including any 

memorials of deceased Friends. 

•  To extend support to individuals as their case may require, 

or apply to the government on their behalf. 

•  To assist in the care of the yearly meetinghouse. 

The Representative Meeting may draw on the Yearly Meeting 

treasury to cover its expenses. The Meeting is not to adopt 

any article of faith or discipline which has not been authorized 

by the Yearly Meeting. 
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Treasurer 

Appointed by Audit and Budget. Term of service is 1 year. 

Member Tenure Meeting 
Beverly Kirk 

Shull 
2024 STILLWATER 

Robert 

Becerra 

(assistant) 

2024 STILLWATER 

Description 

The treasurer of OYM is appointed by the yearly meeting for 

a one-year term, from one yearly meeting session to the next. 

The treasurer is to receive funds on behalf of OYM and to pay 

expenditures approved by the yearly meeting and/or 

Representative Meeting of OYM.  Soon after the annual 

budget is approved, the treasurer shall send a copy of the YM 

budget to each monthly meeting clerk. In this notification, it 

is helpful if the treasurer indicates a time when monies should 

be forwarded to the treasurer. The treasurer is expected to 

keep accurate records of all transactions and to submit these 

records to an annual audit committee appointed by OYM. He 

or she is expected to handle these funds with care using 

sound business practices to earn a reasonable return on 

investment that is compatible with the "conscience" of OYM. 

The treasurer will prepare a financial report showing income, 

expenses, and investments of the past year, as well as any 

other information that is felt to be important to the yearly 

meeting. This report shall be presented in printed form to the 

yearly meeting clerk so that suitable copies can be prepared 
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prior to the time for the report to be considered by the yearly 

meeting. 

FWCC Representatives 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Henry C. Jason, Jr 2024  MIDDLETON 

David Male 2024  STILLWATER 

Diane Reynolds 2026  STILLWATER 

 

Description 

OYM's representatives to the Friends World Committee for 

Consultation, Section of the Americas, are to facilitate 

communication between the two organizations. They can 

help the Section understand the yearly meeting's concerns 

and help interpret to the yearly meeting the work and the 

needs of the FWCC. The FWCC expects yearly meeting 

representatives to raise money for the Section, especially 

through appropriations from their yearly meeting. 

Representatives are expected to attend the annual meeting 

of the Section of the Americas, customarily held in Third 

Month in a hotel in a different location each year. (That 

annual meeting is open to any Friend wishing to attend.) 

Representatives get priority from OYM in being chosen to 

represent it at FWCC Triennials, held every three years in 

various locations throughout the world. In addition, the FWCC 

asks many representatives to serve on working committees, 



167 
 

which usually meet at least once a year (often in the fall), as 

well as at the annual spring meeting. Some OYM Travel Funds 

are available for attending these meetings, by request. Some 

funds may also be available from the Section. 

If FWCC personnel are present at yearly meeting, OYM 

representatives should see that their needs are tended. 

Retiring representatives retain their duties through yearly 

meeting week. Terms for OYM Representatives to FWCC 

should be for three years, in order to mesh with the Section's 

expectations of representatives. 

Representatives should be concerned Friends with current 

experience in OYM as well as an interest in worldwide 

Quakerism. They should be able to articulate their faith and 

ideas, have a zeal to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ, be able 

to travel when called upon, and have a degree of tolerance 

for various cultures and religious expressions. 

FCNL Representatives 

Appointed by Nominating Committee. Term of service is 3 

years. 

Member Tenure Meeting 

Earl Smith 2024  STILLWATER 

Sylvia E. Thomas 2025  STILLWATER 

Tom Roberts 2026  STILLWATER 

 

Description 
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OYM members named as representatives to the Friends 

Committee on National Legislation are contacts for 

communicating concerns between the FCNL and OYM. It is 

hoped that at least one representative will attend the annual 

FCNL meeting in Washington, DC, in Eleventh Month. 

Financial help for attending the meeting may be requested 

from the OYM Travel Fund. A report of the highlights of the 

meeting should be presented to the yearly meeting and may 

be similarly shared with other meetings and individuals. 

If an FCNL staff person is present during yearly meeting week, 

representatives should assure that the Agenda Committee 

has set a time and place when the staff person may meet with 

concerned individuals. In addition, at least one representative 

should see that the staff person is welcomed and that his or 

her needs are met. 

Although there have in recent years been no meetings among 

OYM representatives to FCNL during the year, coordination 

among them is important in planning possible attendance at 

the annual meeting and in welcoming a staff person. It is 

helpful if the representatives name a convener from among 

themselves. The convener or another representative should 

prepare a brief report to the yearly meeting, highlighting the 

representatives' relevant actions during the past year. 

OYM representatives to the FCNL should have current 

experience with OYM and a desire to learn about the work of 

the FCNL. They should have a real concern to understand, and 

to help others understand, the legislation that Friends hope 

will help toward a more just and peaceful world. 
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Calendar of Ohio Yearly Meeting of 

Friends and its subordinate Meetings 

All times referenced are Eastern U. S. (New York) time. 

Ohio Yearly Meeting (opened 1813) is held in Stillwater Meeting 

House, near Barnesville, Ohio and will commence in 2024 with a 

meeting for Ministry and Oversight on Eighth Month 6th at 

10:00AM.  Opening session of Yearly Meeting Eighth Month 6th at 

2:00 PM. Subordinate meetings in 2023-2024 are scheduled to be 

held as follows: 

REPRESENTATIVE MEETING  
Meets the third Seventh Day in Eleventh Month at 1:00 PM.  

Contact Clerk for location.  Also, the Third Seventh Day in Fourth 

Month at Salem at 1:00 PM. Contact Clerk for Zoom links.  Clerk: 

Sarah Parsons, 2176 Peeler Rd, Dunwoody, Georgia 30338, Home: 

(770)-512-0330, Consuir@aol.com. Reading Clerk: Janet Hammer, 

12666 Parmiter Rd., Amesville, OH 45711,  (740)448-2341, 

hammerj@ohio.edu. 

ROCKINGHAM QUARTERLY MEETING 
Meets the second Seventh Day of First, Fourth, Sixth, and Ninth 

Months at various locations. Questions can be sent 

to rockinghamquarterlymeeting@gmail.com or you can phone the 

clerk (Kent Palmer) at (574) 606 - 8917. 

SALEM QUARTERLY MEETING 
Held at Salem on the second Seventh-Day in Second, Fifth, 

Seventh and Eleventh Months, at 10:30 AM.  Hybrid Zoom 

connections are available.  Contact Clerk for Zoom link. 

Clerks: Mary Alice Pino, 44550 SR 517, Columbiana, OH 44408; 

Nelda J. Hawkins, assistant. 

Quarterly Meeting for Ministry and Oversight, same day at 9:30 

AM, Clerk Nancy Hawkins. 

mailto:rockinghamquarterlymeeting@gmail.com
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STILLWATER QUARTERLY MEETING 
11/04/23 at Stillwater Meeting near Barnesville, a hybrid meeting 

4/06/24 at Chesterfield Monthly Meeting at Chesterhill, Oh 

7/06/24 at Chestnut Ridge Monthly Meeting near Barnesville, a 

hybrid meeting  

Quarterly Meeting for Ministry and Oversight at 9:30 AM, Burton 

Doudna, Clerk, 740-260-4926, followed by food provided, and 

regular Quarterly Meeting for Business at 1 PM Clerk, Kathy 

Kovalick, 740-425-2680. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
In Rockingham Quarter 

Keystone Fellowship: Usually the third Seventh Day of each 

month at 10:30 AM.  Hybrid meetings are held most weeks.  

Contact Clerk Eileen Kinch 717-517-1476 for location, to 

confirm time or Zoom link.   

Marlborough:  Usually the third First Day of each month at 1:30 

PM on Zoom.   Contact the Clerk: Bridget Casterline (908) 510-

0527 gothamgoeswest@gmail.com for connection information.  
Rockingham: Online with Zoom.  Usually, the first First Day of 

each month from September - June at 3PM. Contact meeting 

clerk(s) at RockinghamMonthlyMeeting@gmail.com for Zoom 

link or more information. 

In Salem Quarter 

Crossroads:  Meeting for Business is on Zoom at 5:30 PM on the 

second First Day of the month. Zoom information on the OYM 

website calendar. Acting Clerk: Sharon Helms (248) 464-1018.   

Middleton: Middleton: 11:30 a.m. on the second First-day, 

following worship. Clerk: Mary Alice Pino (330)831-1242.  

Preparative Meeting for Ministry and Oversight: called as 

needed.  
Salem-Upper Springfield: The second First Day of each month, 

after worship. Clerk: Carey L. Newlin (330) 332-0565; 

Preparative Meeting for Ministry and Oversight held as needed 

mailto:gothamgoeswest@gmail.com
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on the third First-day in First, Fourth, Seventh and Tenth 

Months, following worship.  

In Stillwater Quarter 

Chesterfield: The third First-day of each month following meeting 

for worship. Clerk: Robert J. Rothwell (740) 551-9121.  
Chestnut Ridge: Second Fifth Day of the month at 9:30 am at 

Chestnut Ridge meeting house. Clerk: Burton M. Doudna 740-

260-4926, Carolyn Doudna McGinnis, assistant. 

Stillwater: First-day following the third Seventh-day of each 

Month, after worship.  Email Sylvia Thomas 

<sethos@gcfn.com> for Zoom link. Clerk: Thomas F. 

Rockwell (609) 610-7759; Leonard D. Guindon, assistant. 

MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP 
Links to online worship are available at 

https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events. 

 

At Chesterfield, 10:30 AM First Day  Followed by shared lunch 

and fellowship. 

At Chestnut Ridge, 10:30 AM, First Day.  
At Crossroads,   First Day Worship 10:30 AM at the 

Meetinghouse.  First Day Evening 7 PM on Zoom, Information 

on  OYM website calendar. 

At Keystone Fellowship, usually on Seventh Day or First Day 

(either in members’ homes or in the local meeting house). 

Contact the clerk for time and place. Hybrid meetings are held 

most weeks.  Please contact the clerk for the link. 

At Marlborough, 11:00 AM, First Day. 

At Middleton, 10:30 AM, First Day.  

At Rockingham, Hybrid meeting on First Day at 10:30 AM: In 

person at 3876 Hopkins Gap Rd, Harrisonburg, VA 22802, or 

online with Seekers' Haven Worship Group.  Links to online 

worship are available at https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-

events.    

At Salem, 10:30 AM, First Day. 
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At Seekers’ Haven,   Meeting for Worship First Day mornings 

10:30-11:30 Eastern Time, followed by fellowship.   Zoom link 

is at https://yourfriendinchrist.net/waiting-worship/ or on the 

Ohio Yearly Meeting website.    

At Stillwater, 10:30 AM, First Day in the Meetinghouse and 

online.  Link available at https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-

events/. 

At Waysmeet Worship Group, 10:30 AM First Day, Columbus 

(OH) metro area. Email Sylvia Thomas <sethos@gcfn.com> or 

call (614) 235-5564 or text (614) 329-5564 . for Zoom link. 

 

Bible Study  
Chestnut Ridge: First Day 9:30 am shared with zoom attendees 

from Stillwater, Ways Meet, and differing parts of the world. 

Stillwater:  First Day 9:30 AM. at the meetinghouse and online via 

the link for Stillwater First Day Worship.  See 

https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events/ or contact Sylvia 

Thomas <sethos@gcfn.com> or (614) 235-5564 for locations 

and/or Zoom link. 

Midweek Meetings for Worship 
Chesterfield, 7:00-7:30  PM Fourth Day followed by Reading and 

Study.  

Crossroads,  Fourth Day Evening 7 PM on Zoom, information on 

OYM website calendar.  

Middleton, Fifth Day, 3:00 PM;  

Waysmeet Worship Group, Fifth Day 2:00 PM, Email Sylvia 

Thomas <sethos@gcfn.com> or call (614) 235-5564 or text 

(614) 329-5564. for Zoom link. 

Locations of Meeting Places  

In addition to physical locations, several Meetings have established 

an online presence for Worship and business.  See 

ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events. 

 

Chesterfield: Chesterhill, OH, on Rte 555 east from Rte. 377  

https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events/
https://ohioyearlymeeting.org/online-events/
mailto:sethos@gcfn.com
mailto:sethos@gcfn.com
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Chestnut Ridge: From the center of Barnesville, OH, 1.9 miles 

south. On Rte 800; turn left on Twp Road 26 near top of 

hill, then ½ mile to meetinghouse (go right at 1st fork, left 

at 2nd fork).  

Crossroads: 4108 Menton, Flint, MI 48507.  For additional 

information, contact Sharon Helms, (248) 464-1018. 

Keystone Fellowship: Meetings for worship on Seventh Day or 

First Day either in members' homes or in the local meeting 

house, 2641 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bird-in-Hand PA. For 

information contact Eileen Kinch 717-517-1476.  
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Marlborough: 361 Marlboro Spring Rd., Kennett Square, PA 

19348-1309.  For information, 

http://www.marlboroughmeeting.org or call Bridget 

Casterline (908) 510-0527.  

Middleton: 44866 Crestview Rd., Columbiana, OH. 3 miles south 

of Rte. 14 on Rte. 7, west ¼ mile on Crestview Rd  

Rockingham:  Hybrid meeting on First Day at 10:30 AM: Online 

with Seekers' Haven Worship Group or in person at 3876 

Hopkins Gap Rd, Harrisonburg, VA 22802.   Take exit 251 

from I-81 S. Turn left on US-11 S. Turn right onto Mt 

Clinton Pike.  Continue to follow highway 763 as the name 

of the road changes from Mt. Clinton Pike to Singers Glen 

Road.   Turn left onto State Rte. 613/State Rte. 763.  This 

becomes Hopkins Gap Road. Continue straight on Hopkins 

Gap Rd at the top of the hill.  Pass the yellow house and 

turn into the drive past the yellow house.  The Meeting 

Room is located at the back of the yellow house.  Enter 

from the parking area on the side of the house. 

Salem: 350 East 6th Street, Salem, Ohio 44460 

Seeker's’ Haven:  Contact Conrad Lindes (440) 884-0338 for 

directions, or check the OYM website for the weekly 

Zoom link. 

Stillwater: 61830 Sandy Ridge Rd., Barnesville, OH From 

Barnesville, OH, 1 mile east on E. Main St., take right onto 

Shamrock Dr. opposite Save-A-Lot, turn into Olney 

Friends School at top of hill. 

Waysmeet Worship Group: 2747 Bexley Park Rd. Columbus OH 

43209. Call Sylvia Thomas to confirm (614) 235-5564 or 

text (614) 329-5564.   
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