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At Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, held in the Stillwater
Meeting House
By adjournments from the sixth of Eighth Month through the
tenth of Eighth Month inclusive, 2019

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, Third Day,
Eighth Month 06, Afternoon Session

Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowed,
some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured
them up: Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much
earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deep-
ness of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and
because they had no root, they withered away. And some fell
among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: But
other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an
hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. Who hath ears to
hear, let him hear. - Matthew 13: 3-9

We are blessed by the presence of four visitors among us:
Samantha Smith of Pendle Hill; Sean Lentz of White Lake, Mich-
igan; Heather Mikolaj, an attender at Chesterhill Monthly Meet-
ing; and Jim Eblin of Corvallis, Oregon. Friends welcome these
visitors.

General Queries

The First and Second General Queries were read with the
responses of the three Quarterly Meetings and the proposed Ohio
Yearly Meeting Summaries. The First Summary was approved,
the Second Summary was approved as amended.

First Query: Are meetings for worship well and punctu-
ally attended? Is our behavior therein conducive to meditation
and communion with God? Do we maintain a waiting spiritual
worship and a free gospel ministry? Do we welcome others to
share this fellowship with us?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: Our meetings are gen-
erally well and punctually attended by resident members, Friends,
and attenders. We maintain good order during meetings for wor-
ship, and our behavior is conducive to meditation and commun-
ion with God. We do maintain a waiting worship and practice a
free gospel ministry. Vocal ministry is limited but even in silent
worship we all consider ourselves to be a part of the ministry.
We have encouraged sharing in our fellowship by inviting others
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to worship with us, welcoming visitors, and holding worship with
members of another congregation or at a local retirement home.

Second Query: Do we cherish a forgiving spirit, and
strive to “walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us”? Is each one
of us careful for the reputation of others? Are we ever mindful to
love our neighbor as ourselves? If differences threaten to disrupt
the Christian harmony between the members, is prompt action
taken?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: We do our best to cher-
ish a forgiving spirit, to love our neighbors as ourselves, and to
“walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us.” However, we recog-
nize that it is easy to hurt others without realizing it, and that nei-
ther loving nor forgiving others is necessarily easy. We are also
reminded to refrain from being judgmental and thereby being
careful for the reputation of others. With God's help we are care-
ful to avoid gossip and careless discussion of others while speak-
ing truthfully. Loving our neighbor as ourselves can be difficult
when pain from life situations makes it hard for us to love our-
selves. Sometimes it is the neighbor closest to us who seems the
hardest to love. So we feel it more meaningful to try to love our
neighbors as God has loved us, trusting and asking his help for
our interactions. Having small numbers of attending members
means that serious differences seldom occur but when they do,
we pray that harmony can be restored where it is lacking among
us.

Quarterly Meeting Reports

The oral reports of the three Quarterly Meetings were
received, including appointments to Nominating Committee and
as Representatives to Ohio Yearly Meeting. The following
Friends were appointed as Representatives to this body:

Rockingham Quarterly Meeting: David Casterline, Mi-
chael Kinch

Salem Quarterly Meeting: Conrad Lindes, Rebecca Haw-
kins, Sharon Helms

Stillwater Quarterly Meeting: Kay Smith, Sylvia Thomas,
Burton Doudna

The following Friends were appointed to the Nominating
Committee:

Rockingham Quarterly Meeting: Charles C. Thomas, Jr.
(reappointed)

Salem Quarterly Meeting: Marie Kirk Hawkins



Stillwater Quarterly Meeting: Loisanne Rockwell, Car-
olyn McGinnis, Janet Hammer

Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report was read and accepted. Friends
appreciated Dennis Rockwell’s expertise, diligence and careful
stewardship as Treasurer.

8th Month 6th, 2019
Dear Friends,

We received enough Monthly Meeting contributions to
cover this past year’s budget.

However, Short Creek made a significant donation which
won’t be available next year, as they are being laid down.

Historical Committee did not draw any money from the
authorized funds.

Attached is my annual financial report. As of this report
preparation I have not received the 6-30-19 Fiduciary Trustee
Annual Distribution report.

Sincerely,
/s/ Dennis Rockwell
Treasurer

2018 - 2019 Ohio Yearly Meeting
Report of Revenue & Disbursements

2019 Actual 2019 Budget

Revenue
Book Sales 111.00
Monthly Meeting
Donations 26,710.00
Other Donations 2,500.00
$ 29,321.00
Disbursements
Agenda
Committee $ 1,000.00 $ 1,000.00
Christian Edu-
cation Camp 1,500.00 1,500.00
Clerk's
Expenses 200.00 200.00
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Copy Machine Supplies 200.00 200.00
Correspondent's Expense (150.00) 150.00
FCNL 500.00 500.00
Friends Center 1,000.00 1,000.00
Friends Disaster Service 500.00 500.00
FWCC 500.00 500.00
Historical Committee 25.00 25.00
Hominy Center 100.00 100.00
Insurance 3,490.20 4,000.00
Junior Yearly Meeting 50.00 50.00
Qutreach Committee 25.00 25.00
OYM Property Trustees 1,500.00 1,500.00
Peace & Human Relations 100.00 100.00
Printing 1,318.22 1,000.00
RSWR 500.00 500.00
Travel Fund 2,750.00 2,750.00
Walton Home 10,000.00 10,000.00
Water 191.50 150.00
WFCF 1,000.00 1,000.00
Total Disbursements $ 26,299.92 $ 26,750.00

Revenue over Disbursements $  3,021.08

Checking Balance 6-30-19 $ 18,507.05
Property Trustees $  5,101.50
OYM General Funds $ 13,405.55

2018 - 2019 Ohio Yearly Meeting
Report of Revenue & Disbursements

pg.2

(As of 8/5/19 | have not received 2019 Earnings Report from

Fiduciary Trustees.)

Funds Invested w/ Fiduciary

Trustees: 7-01-18 Bal 6-30-19 Bal
1 Sale of Property to OFS $ 70,696.34 $ 70,696.34
2 Chester E. Hartley Maintance 12,917.07 12,917.07
3 General Funds 46,253.05 46,253.05

$ 129,866.46 $129,866.46




OYM Physical Assets
Walton Retirement Home

248 acres of farmland

Friends Center and garage

Plummer House

1 freestall barn and 1 hay storage building
Machinery shop and shed

2,000 bushel corn crib

1 non-producing gas well

40 tree orchard

Taber house

Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ Dennis Rockwell,
OYM Treasurer, 8/06/2019

Audit and Budget Committee Names

David Ely and Beverly Shull were appointed to the Audit
and Budget Committee, terms expiring at the close of Ohio Year-
ly Meeting 2020. They will join Charles C. Thomas, Jr. and Da-
vid Casterline, who continue from last year. Their task is to (1)
audit the financial records; (2) prepare a proposed budget for Fis-
cal Year 2019-2020, and (3) name the Treasurer for the 2019-
2020 Fiscal Year. Friends expressed appreciation for these
Friends’ willingness to accept these responsibilities.

Ohio Yearly Meeting Property Trustees
Robert Rockwell presented the Report and Financial
Statement of the Ohio Yearly Meeting Property Trustees. Friends
approved the report and expressed appreciation for the skill, dedi-
cation, and labor of the Trustees, with special thanks for improved
steps and handrails.

Ohio Yearly Meeting Property Trustees Report

Property Trustees met 08-05-2019. Present were Robert
Stratton, Richard Sidwell, David Male, Robert Rockwell, and
George Partridge, visitor.



Some of the projects mentioned last year are yet to be
done. Additional time for research and designing should result in
better completion of these projects: soffit on gables and eves, and
proposed ramp at west north door.

Step stones at east north door have been leveled. A minor
adjustment remains to be done there.

Step stones to Heritage Room have been improved. New
handrails have been installed at a cost of $280.00 for the rails.
The cost being split between the Historical committee funds and
the Property Committee. Stillwater Monthly meeting paid for the
3 bags of Sakrete and mounting bolts. Leonard Guindon supplied
the skilled labor. The rails will match existing handrails once
they are painted black.

Recent inspection by our insurance representative re-
vealed a need for updates on smoke and CO, detectors and fire
extinguishers. This work is in progress.

We are going to consult with Belmont College Historic
Preservation department on some of the work we need to do.

We are requesting $1,500 for the maintenance fund.

For the committee,

/s/ Robert Rockwell

Beginning Balance 7/1/2018 4$,576.32
Revenue:
OYM Allocation 1,500.00

1$,500.00
Expenditures:
Waterline Repair 124.82
Stillwater Loan Repay 850.00

9$74.82

$
Ending Balance 6/30/2019 5.101.50
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Representative Meeting Minutes Summarized
The Representative Meeting Minutes summarized report
was read and approved as amended by deletion of item #2 regard-
ing the Appeal for Peace. It is our understanding this Appeal has
not yet been approved or published.
The Representative Meeting met twice during the past
year. The following are the key decisions of the meeting.
1. The Book and Children's Literature Committee was laid down,
and its responsibilities were assigned to other committees.
(2. This item was an error.)
3. The committee which is revising the Committee Handbook
reported on its work. Committees are reminded that they should
approve the text of their entries during YM week.
4. A prayer and listening committee was appointed to consider
Bridget Casterline's concern for the future of the Yearly Meeting
and to seek divine guidance for additional action.
/s/ Seth Hinshaw
Rep. Meeting Clerk

Prayer and Listening Committee
The Prayer and Listening Committee report was presented by
Charles Thomas, Jr. Friends received this report with apprecia-
tion and look forward to further progress reports. Members:
Charles Thomas, Jr., Sylvia Thomas, Bridget Casterline, Conrad
Lindes.

Prayer for Ohio Yearly Meeting Committee Report

Representative Committee appointed the Prayer for Ohio
Yearly Meeting Committee to wait on the Lord and seek His guid-
ance for the overburdening of members of Ohio Yearly Meeting.
They were specifically charged to listen to Friends to find out
what is working and not working

The committee has met (by phone/internet), prayed, sent
out a mailing to members, and held special sessions at Quarterly
Meetings. The response has been uplifting as many Friends
reached out individually and at Quarterly Meetings to share con-
cerns and solutions.

A common theme was that we are investing energies in
the wrong places. We need to focus more on building a commu-
nity that is the Body of Christ. The challenge is to do so when
many of our Meetings are spread out and geographically isolated.
There is a need for Yearly Meeting committees to reflect the in-
terest of comparable Monthly Meeting committees. But as Yearly
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Meeting draws strength from Monthly Meetings, so too must
Yearly Meeting and Quarterly Meetings feed Monthly Meetings.
These larger gatherings of Friends must energize and encourage
all those who attend.

It has been said that Yearly Meeting is a time of worship,
fellowship and business. Our Worship is strong. Our business
gets done. We need to invest more in fellowship.

The committee had a strong sense that the exercise of
sharing and listening was a good first step toward a stronger com-
munity. But this exercise is not over. We hope to hear more
from Friends during this Yearly Meeting and would encourage
Friends to seek out members of the committee to express their
thoughts.

We will be reporting to Representative Meeting as our
work progresses. We also hope to find ways to share more direct-
ly with the Yearly Meeting as a whole.

General Queries

The Third Query was read, with the responses of the
three Quarterly Meetings and the Proposed Ohio Yearly Meeting
Summary. The Summary was approved.

Third Query: Are our homes places of peace, joy, and
contentment? Are they an influence for good in the neighbor-
hood, community, and country? Do we set a good Christian ex-
ample for our children to follow? Are Friends careful that their
children realize that our loving Savior will faithfully guide them
through life, as they are willing to accept and obey Him? Do we
help our children to read and appreciate the Bible?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: Our homes are gener-
ally places of peace, joy and contentment, reflecting our Christian
faith and values, and the contentment in our homes grows as we
renew our commitment to follow Christ as our guide. We feel
our homes are an influence for good in the neighborhood, com-
munity and country. People do notice how we act out our Faith
in our relationships with others. We set a good Christian example
for our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, assisting
in their awakening to Christ as Savior and Guide, and we see evi-
dence of growing awareness in them. We hope that we have been
helpful and are gratified when we see our children or those with
whom we come into contact walk in Christian faith, sharing in the
truths of a Christian community. We encourage our children to
read and know the Bible and other edifying literature, and provide
ready access to them.
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After announcements, the session concluded with brief
waiting worship, purposing to reconvene at 10:00 AM on Fourth
Day, Eighth Month 07.

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, Fourth Day,
Eighth Month 07, Morning Session

So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed
into the ground,; and should sleep, and rise night and day, and
the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. For the
earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear,
after that the full corn in the ear. But when the fruit is brought
forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is
come. - Mark 26-29

We are blessed to have four additional visitors among us
today: Nancy Craft of North Carolina Yearly Meeting; Tom Rob-
erts of Noblesville, Indiana, Western Yearly Meeting; William
Pomeroy of Zanesville, Ohio; Chagala Ngesa, Chambale Monthly
Meeting, Chavalo Quarterly Meeting, Vihiga Yearly Meeting,
Western Kenya. Friends unite in welcoming these visitors.

Document Committee

The Document Committee Report was read in two parts:
listing epistles to be read and naming Kim Palmer, Sylvia Thom-
as, and George Partridge to the Epistle Committee. Friends ap-
proved this part of the report.

The second part of the report proposed changes to the
process for naming the Epistle Committee. Friends offered sug-
gestions for merging the Document Committee with the Agenda
Committee, or with the Epistle Committee. A Friend rose to cau-
tion against expending our time and energy on creaturely activi-
ties. Friends also shared experiences at Quaker Spring, and an-
other Friend shared from his spiritual path and development, and
the blessing he receives from Ohio Yearly Meeting. Friends ap-
preciated the creativity and careful thought by the Document
Committee. Friends approved the merger of the Document and
Epistle Committee, to be named by the Nominating Committee.

Report of the Document Committee
Readings from the following Epistles have been chosen
to read as seems appropriate:
Iowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative)
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North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative)

Friends World Committee for Consultation

Yearly Meeting of Aotearoa, New Zealand

New England Yearly Meeting

Alaska Friends Conference

Britain Yearly Meeting

Ireland Yearly Meeting

Switzerland Yearly Meeting

Arthur Berk

We have forwarded Epistles from Young Friends to our
Junior Yearly Meeting and Young Friends.

The Epistle from the Religious Society of Friends in
Sweden was thought to be of possible interest to our Committee
to Coordinate and Support Outreach, so we have forwarded that
Epistle to them.

Many of the Epistles we have hard copies of will be able
to be found on the library table. Others can be found on the
FWCC website.

For the Epistle Committee we are putting forth the names
of Kim Palmer, Sylvia Thomas, and George Partridge.

For years it has been difficult to form the Epistle Com-
mittee in the way it has been done. A suggestion was made that
we should consider setting up the committee differently. One
suggestion was to have the committee names put forward by the
Nominating Committee. The committee would be made up of
four people with a two year appointment staggered so there
would always be two experienced members and two new mem-
bers. If someone was suddenly unable to attend a last minute ap-
pointment could be made from the floor.

Members: David Eley, Michael Kinch, Earl Smith, Rob-
ert Wilber.

A Friend rose to urge us not to fear the walls coming
down so long as we stand on the firm foundation, the Rock of
Jesus Christ, as Ohio Yearly Meeting changes incrementally, urg-
ing that this is a beautiful thing.

Historical Committee
The Historical Committee report was read and approved.
Friends appreciated the continuing work and diligence of the
committee in preserving and making available these artifacts and
literature.
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Historical Committee Report

The Historical Committee continues to be concerned with
the preservation of things typical of Friends of generations past
and sharing them with today’s generations.

Visiting the meetinghouse, Olney School and the Herit-
age Rooms a few weeks ago was a group of about 20 descendants
of Aaron Frame (builder of the meeting house and the school).
They ranged in age from school children to grandparents. The
children enjoyed playing with an old-fashioned marble game and
the spinning wheel; the men studied Aaron Frame’s tools; and the
women remarked about the dark-colored wedding dresses and the
old-fashioned dolls. One grandmother picked up a copy of Tell
Me a True Story, a collection of stories by Sheldon Smith and
others, and began reading it to one of the children. As a result,
several copies were sold.

We’ve enjoyed hosting other visitors including a large
group at Olney Commencement. During Yearly Meeting there
are several items that can be seen on the north side of the meeting
house. Pamphlets and books in the racks at the back are free for
the taking. We will try to open the Heritage Rooms after most
sessions of Ohio Yearly Meeting.

The Heritage Room is serving as storage for books that
the Book and Children’s Literature Committee had been distrib-
uting and the Historical Committee will cooperate with the Wider
Fellowship of Conservative Friends and the Committee to Coor-
dinate and Support Outreach to continue that work.

The Historical Committee is very pleased with the hand
rails and other improvements that the Property Trustees have in-
stalled at the outside entrance to the Heritage Rooms and we in-
tend to contribute to the cost.

A new addition to our display this year includes a sam-
pler made in 1822 by Edith Marshall at the age of 13. This was
found in a box in one of the cupboards and was donated a few
years ago by Myrtle Williams, probably a descendant of Edith’s.
We have had it professionally mounted and framed. We’d be
very interested in finding out more information about these two
people.

Historical Committee: Loisanne Rockwell, Earl Smith,
Marie Bundy, Mary Alice Pino, Verna Cope, Gwen Giffen, Seth
Hinshaw, Bernard Naylor.
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Financial Report Balance 07-26-2018 $661.33

Income OYM Appropriation 25.00
Savings interest 0.25
Sales: “Presence in the Midst” 10.00
“Fierce Feathers” 8.00
“Brief History of OYM” 5.00

“The Eye of Faith” 10.00
Christmas balls of Meeting house 15.00
“Love Knot” 0.40

“Tell Me a True Story” 5.00
Stillwater commemorative plate 5.00
Donations 105.40
Total $189.05

Expenses:  Utilities (Heritage Room share) 150.00
To OYM for their books sold 105.00

To Stillwater/Richland book sales 25.00

Archival framing of 1822 sampler 120.40

Heritage Room entry hand rails 119.40

Total $519.80

Total Income $189.05
Total Expenses 519.80
$(-330.75)
Balance 07-31-2019 $330.58

Membership Report
The Membership Report was read and approved. Special

thanks to Denise Troy and the Monthly Meeting Recorders for
their careful attention to these records. Thanks also to David
Male for copying the report.

Membership Report
Total Membership as of 07-01-2018 (last year) 441 *
Gains:

Births or Adoptions 0
Certificates Received 1
Requests 1
Total Gains 2
Losses:
Deaths 4
Certificates transferred 0
By Request 4
Membership Discontinued 1

16



Total Losses 9
Net gain/loss for year -7
Total Membership as of 07-01-2019 (this year) 434

Membership Status

Full Members 281
Affiliate Members 114
Affiliate Associate Members 3
Associate Members 21
Sojourning Members 0
Waiting 15
Total 434
Membership Summary (including Associate Members)
Membership under 5 years 0
Membership 5 to 18 years 19
Membership 18 and older 415
Total 434
Resident Status of Members
Resident Members 106
Non-Resident Members* 328
Total 434

* Members shall be considered non-resident when they live at least 30
miles from the meeting house and attend less than one First Day Meet-
ing per month.

School Report (Members attending schools)
Attending Pre-school
Attending Olney Friends School
Attending Public Schools 1
Attending Private Schools
Attending Home School
Attending College
Total 2

PO, W—O

Weddings
Members married under the care of Monthly Meeting 0
Members married under the care of Friends
Members married NOT under the care of Friends 2
Total Friends married 2
*442 in the 2018 minute book is incorrect due to an error on the Stillwa-
ter MM report.

GAINS
Births and Adoptions
none
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Certificates Received
8/25/2017* Cynthia Mary (Osborn) Henry to Salem-Upper
Springfield MM from Short Creek MM
*should have recorded last year
Requests
3/10/2019 George Patridge Crossroads Monthly Meeting
LOSSES
Deaths
6/5/2019 E. Marlene (Thomas) Cooper Middleton Monthly
Meeting
4/6/2019 Rose M. Sidwell Salem -Upper Springfield MM
1/28/2019 Walter Rockwell Stillwater Monthly Meeting
3/12/2019 Theodora M. Johnson Stillwater Monthly Meeting
Certificates Transferred
none
By Request
8/19/2018 Catherine Wit Marlborough Monthly Meeting
12/2/2018 Hubert Karreman Marlborough Monthly Meeting to
West Grove: NCYM
6/2/2019 Melissa Hinshaw Rockingham Monthly Meeting
9/1/2018 Kirsten Bohl Stillwater Monthly Meeting
Membership Discontinued
4/14/2019 Rhonda Fuller Crossroads Monthly Meeting
Names of those married
2/23/2019 Paul H. Gamble Salem-Upper Springfield not under
the care of Friends
5/22/2019 Caroline Guindon Stillwater Monthly Meeting not
under the care of Friends
Names of Ministers Recorded this Year
none
Names of Elders Recorded this Year
3/10/2018* Evelyn Doudna Groves Chestnut Ridge Monthly
Meeting  *not recorded in 2018 report
Names of Overseers Recorded this Year
None

Names of Ministers

David F. Eley Keystone Fellowship
Seth Hinshaw Keystone Fellowship
Terry H. Smith Wallace Keystone Fellowship
Charles C Thomas Jr. Marlborough

John C. Smith Rockingham

Nancy A. Hawkins Middleton
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Conrad Lindes
Winifred E. Stratton
Burton Doudna
John Benson

Robert Wilber

Names of Elders
David F. Eley
Michael R. Kinch
Bridget Casterline
Susan S. Smith
Philip W Helms
Sharon A Helms
Lois G. Edgerton
Mary Alice Pino
Rebecca J. Hawkins
Nelda J. Hawkins
Richard Wetzel
Robert J. Rothwell
Kathleen Kovalick
Evelyn Doudna Groves
Earl Smith
Frances Taber
Richard Simon

Names of Overseers
Seth Hinshaw
Terry H. Smith Wallace
Penny L Thomas
Sharon A Helms
Marie Kirk Hawkins
Verna H. Cope
Eunice M. Burkey
Hans M. Tritico
Kimberly A. Newlin
Mildred S. Henderson
Elvina M. Krekler
Sara L. Kirk
Diane Reynolds
Karen Walsh
Marie Bundy

Salem-Upper Springfield
Salem-Upper Springfield
Chestnut Ridge
Stillwater

Stillwater

Keystone Fellowship
Keystone Fellowship
Marlborough
Rockingham
Crossroads
Crossroads
Middleton
Middleton
Middleton
Salem-Upper Springfield
Chesterfield
Chesterfield
Chestnut Ridge
Chestnut Ridge
Stillwater

Stillwater

Stillwater

Keystone Fellowship
Keystone Fellowship
Marlborough

Crossroads

Middleton

Middleton

Salem-Upper Springfield
Salem-Upper Springfield
Salem-Upper Springfield
Salem-Upper Springfield
Short Creek

Short Creek

Stillwater

Stillwater

Stillwater
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Names of Clerks

Eileen R. Kinch Keystone Fellowship Clerk
Bridget Casterline Marlborough Clerk
Susan S. Smith Rockingham Clerk
Philip W Helms Crossroads Clerk
Lois G. Edgerton Middleton Clerk
Lois G. Edgerton Middleton Reading Clerk

Carey L. Newlin Salem-Upper Springfield Clerk
Nelda J. Hawkins - Salem-Upper Springfield Reading Clerk

Robert J. Rothwell Chesterfield Clerk
Burton Doudna Chestnut Ridge Clerk
Carolyn Doudna McGinnis—Chestnut Ridge Reading Clerk
Elvina M. Krekler Short Creek Clerk
Thomas Rockwell Stillwater Clerk
Leonard Guindon Stillwater Reading Clerk
Names of Recorders

Michael R. Kinch Keystone Fellowship
Penny L Thomas Marlborough
David W. Casterline Rockingham
Sharon A Helms Crossroads
Nancy A. & Rebecca J. Hawkins Middleton
LolaJ. Toot Salem-Upper Springfield
Robert J. Rothwell Chesterfield
Kathleen Doudna Kovalick Chestnut Ridge
Elvina M. Krekler Short Creek
Marie Bundy Stillwater

Excerpts from Epistles
Excerpts from the following Epistles were read and ap-
preciated:
Aotearoa, New Zealand
Britain Yearly Meeting
Alaska Friends Conference

Aotearoa, New Zealand

. . . Prejudice and unfairness has directly affected our
Yearly Meeting: for the second consecutive year the Young
Friend from India nominated by her Yearly Meeting to attend was
unable to because she was young and lacked financial assets. As
such, New Zealand authorities viewed her as an over-stayer risk
and denied her a visa. . .The challenges we face with shrinking
numbers but the desire to do many things were brought into sharp
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focus. Do we do less? Streamline our processes? Seek to ex-
pand our membership? Or all three? The spirit is willing, but our
human resources are stretched and we need to discern the essen-
tial things and concentrate on them.

Britain Yearly Meeting

We recognize that the Light may not be warm and com-
fortable but be a spotlight exposing our vulnerability, complicity
and fear. It is from such discomfort, even being broken, that spir-
itual growth can come alive. We want to stay with the struggle
and hold the tension.

Guilt and shame emerged as strong themes in our open-
ing worship: guilt for what we’ve done and shame for who we are
and for what we’ve inherited. By sitting with overwhelming feel-
ings we have the hope of transformation: anger and fear can be-
come passion and love. Helplessness can trigger us to learn. Ac-
countability and responsibility can guide us to make changes in
our lives. In the Swarthmore Lecture, “On earth as it is in heav-
en; the kingdom of God and the yearning of creation,” we were
challenged that the more we give ourselves over, the more we are
given.

We have heard how our sense of being ‘Quakerly’ can
itself be a barrier. As Quakers, we are not called simply to be
good - how instead, in our frailty, are we called to live faithfully?

Let us begin to understand what it means to be in unity
with others and with the whole of creation, acting out of love ra-
ther than duty or fear. It’s all about Love.

Alaska Friends Conference

Thank you for sending the 2018 epistle from Ohio Yearly
Meeting to Alaska Friends Conference. I especially appreciated
the discernment reported by Ministry and Oversight to express a
concern for loving care of humankind, as required of Christians,
while not contributing to the current plague of divisiveness. The
resulting call manages to be a powerful and loving call. It de-
serves to be heard faithfully by many. I hope that you have dis-
tributed this call widely.

After announcements, the session concluded with brief

waiting worship, purposing to reconvene at 2:00 PM on Fourth
Day, Eighth Month 07.
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Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, Fourth Day,
Eighth Month 07, Afternoon Session

The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which
sowed good seed in his field: But while men slept, his enemy
came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But
when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then ap-
peared the tares also. So the servants of the householder came
and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field?
from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy
hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that
we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay, lest while ye gather
up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow
together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest [ will say to
the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in
bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

- Matthew 13: 24-30

We are favored to have one additional visitor this after-
noon: Jamie Helmick, Executive Director of Walton Retirement
Home. Welcome, Jamie!

General Queries

The Fourth and Fifth General Queries were read, with the
responses of the three Quarterly Meetings and the Proposed Ohio
Yearly Meeting Summaries. The Summaries were approved.

Fourth Query: Believing our bodies to be the temple of
God, are we concerned to attain a high level of physical and men-
tal health? To this end are our lives examples of temperance in
all things? Do we avoid and discourage the use and handling of
intoxicants, tobacco, and improper use of drugs?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: Believing our bodies
to be the temple of the living God, we are concerned to attain and
maintain a high level of physical and mental health. Some em-
phasize getting ample exercise, others a highly nutritious diet.
Knowing that if we focus on Christ, the bread of life, our desires
and appetites will be rightly ordered, we try to practice modera-
tion, but see that we fall short. “Abstinence is the clearest wit-
ness against alcohol,” as written in the N.C. Yearly Meeting dis-
cipline, can also be applied to the use of tobacco and the current
crisis of drug abuse. We avoid the use and handling of tobacco
and alcohol, and the improper use of drugs and supplements, alt-
hough there was mention of an occasional use of alcohol.
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Fifth Query: Are we sensitive to the needs of those
around us who may be in less fortunate circumstances? Do we
prayerfully consider how we can share one another's burdens
when the need arises? Do we counsel lovingly and prayerfully
with those members whose actions in any phase of life give us
grounds for concern?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: We are sensitive to the
needs of those around us and prayerfully consider how to share
one another’s burdens when need arises. We find we also need to
consider whether we have needs that should be shared with others
in addition to our offers for help. We try to share known burdens
of those close to us, including neighbors, friends and relatives in
varying degrees of need, but we often fall short of the mark. Our
conversations with each other have been a source of sharing bur-
dens. We do hold members in prayer seeking guidance on how to
assist, how to counsel, and how to support their return to the love
of Christ Jesus. We have had occasion to counsel lovingly, and
hope that our lives continue to serve as examples.

Walton Retirement Home

The Seventy-fifth Walton Retirement Home President’s
Letter from Robert J. Rockwell and the Annual Report from Ja-
mie A. Helmick, Executive Director, were read and approved.
Friends appreciated the work of the Executive Director, the Presi-
dent and Board, and the staff of the Walton Home. Friends rose
to relate the outstanding reputation of the Home, and the excellent
quality of care delivered by the staff, including Friends now re-
siding there and a Friend whose mother had resided there, who
related how happy and comfortable her mother had been there,
Robert and Winifred Stratton and Kay Smith have been working
with the flower beds and grounds work at the Home. Friends
were pleased to extend congratulations on the Walton Home’s
Seventy-fifth Anniversary.

Walton Home Board President’s Letter
Dear Friends,

If T simply repeated last year’s letter for this report, it
would be accurate in many respects. The grounds are still well
kept, with Robert and Winifred Stratton and Kay Smith giving
loving care to the flowers and shrubs, and we continue to enjoy
full or nearly full occupancy. The residents are genuinely a hap-

py group of people.
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For a while we experienced a troublesome loss of hired
personnel, but this situation seems to be turning around now. Our
annual fund effort yielded less return than we had hoped for, but
with carryover from last year’s fund we will be able to complete
most of the lounge renovation project.

Last Saturday’s board meeting saw good participation
and interest from all members. As of this writing we still need
one more OYM member on the board. Dennis Rockwell had to
step down due to his work schedule.

During the board meeting Marie Bundy gave a Power
Point presentation that she has developed. It gives a very inter-
esting and informative history of the beginning of the Walton
Home and depicts its development and expansion over the last 75
years. The slideshow takes about 15 minutes. It will be shown
this afternoon at the Walton Home Corporation meeting. I hope
you can all be present to view and enjoy the history of this vital
part of the Yearly Meeting.

/s/ Robert Rockwell, President
Walton Retirement Home Board

Walton Retirement Home Annual Report

Jesus speaking, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me,
he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather
them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide
in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and
it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye
bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. As the Father hath
loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.”

- John 15:5-9
My Dear Friends,

Time would fail for me to tell you of all the wonderful
things we have enjoyed this past year at Walton as we have
watched God’s unmeasurable grace unfold. We have had another
successful year of operation with high marks in all of the metrics
used to measure our compliance and performance. Our residents
are well cared for and happy. The stories they share with us and
with those in the community are proof of their joy and content-
ment.

Much of the love we garner from the community comes
from our philosophy of providing care for those who are not able
to pay full rate for their care. Your annual financial support ena-
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bles us to provide the care they need. Your prayers, advocacy,
and financial backing are critical to our success.

We have been able to maintain a strong occupancy for
the majority of the year. Our financial performance reflects this
blessing.

We continue to build on our fundraising efforts. We are
nearing the halfway mark to our goal of $20,000 for our Annual
Fund Project. Close to $5000 has been given from members of
OYM. Thank you so very much for your love and generosity.
Your giving directly improves the lives of the residents we serve.
We encourage you all to come and see this year’s improvements.

Walton Retirement Home has developed a strong opera-
tions and compliance infrastructure that yields us very high marks
with the Federal, State, County, and local governing authorities.
We have recently identified some improvement needed in our
clinical model which will require a higher level of nursing cover-
age than we have had in the past. This will bring us into compli-
ance with current medication assistance guidelines. Regulations
are ever-changing in the healthcare industry. We are always
looking for ways to improve. Please share any ideas with us that
you may have.

We offer our continued thanks to our staff that works dil-
igently to preserve our legacy of exceptional care, to our dedicat-
ed Board that works so well together for the future of the organi-
zation, and to the Fiduciary Trustees for their faithful oversight of
our investments. We are the grateful beneficiaries of the efforts
of so many.

As we look to the future to ponder what role we might
play in providing care to the elderly we pray that in all things the
Lord’s will be done. We are currently evaluating the greater need
for independent living options. We will seek to expand our as-
sisted living offerings as way opens. We are grateful to be a part
of a legacy of growing to meet the needs of those we serve.

I encourage you to come to the Walton Retirement Home
Corporation meeting following this session at 3:30 PM. Marie
Bundy has prepared a wonderful presentation on the history of
Walton. Our accounting compilation and a more detailed over-
view of the year will be discussed at that time as well. This meet-
ing is held in the lower level of the North Wing. All are wel-
come!

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Jamie A. Helmick
Executive Director, Walton Retirement Home
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P.S. Please contact me by phone (740-425-2344) or by e-mail
(executivedirector(@waltonhome.org) if you would like more in-
formation on our wonderful work or to have one of our monthly
newsletters mailed to you.

Excerpt from the Epistle from the FWCC Europe and Middle
East Section Annual Meeting

We started with reflections from four Friends on how
their experience of living in a foreign land influenced their minis-
try and opened them to new ways of thinking, doing and being.
We need to consider our own privilege and seek to understand
how we are viewed by others and why. While we are aware of
the danger of othering and the discomfort of being ‘othered,’
looking for God in everyone can help us get beyond the ‘other’
and understand we are all humans.

Epistle from Arthur Berk

"Christ has come to give us His everlasting love. May
we give that love to all whom we meet." - Arthur Berk

As the reading of this Epistle concluded, there was a daz-
zling flash of lightning, and a dramatic peal of thunder, and all
electric power to the meeting house was lost for a few seconds.
Power returned after this short interlude. Friends quickly con-
cluded there must be a connection between the Epistle and these
events.

After announcements, the session concluded with brief
waiting worship, to permit Friends to attend the Walton Retire-
ment Home Corporation Meeting, purposing to reconvene at 2:00
PM on Fifth Day, Eighth Month 08.

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, Fifth Day,
Eighth Month 08, Afternoon Session

The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed,
which a man took, and sowed in his field: Which indeed is the
least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among
herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
lodge in the branches thereof. - Matthew 13: 31-32

Peace and Human Relations Committee

The Peace and Human Relations Committee report, in-
corporating the Friends World Committee for Consultation,
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Friends Committee on National Legislation, and William Penn
House reports, was read. Friends approved the report with appre-
ciation for the energy, enthusiasm, and wide ranging efforts of the
committee.

Peace and Human Relations Committee Report

All of our members of Peace and Human Relations com-
mittee met together in July 2019. Two members of Chesterfield
Meeting came as guests. Their input was helpful and much ap-
preciated, and they may continue working with us on our commit-
tee.

We took time for each to talk personally about the weight
of concern we feel, the pain and frustration at being bystanders,
and feeling complicit in the suffering of other people. We see
cruelty and violence against people of various populations being
elevated in our nation. The seeds of war which our nation has
sown elsewhere for generations have come home to our own
neighborhoods.

One friend was in pain over having to give up her leading
go to our southern border and witness against the cruel detention
of refugees and inhumane treatment of children there. As we
learned more about the responsibilities she bears for her patients
as a nurse, and the suffering and need that she cares for, we real-
ize that there is a border at home, too. Can we find the compas-
sion and the courage to follow Christ when he leads us past that
border in the heart that makes us feel separate and safe from oth-
ers who are suffering poverty, sickness, ignorance and addiction?

We felt life and energy in sharing from the heart together,
and feel this is our starting place. We agree to support each other
in our various challenges, perhaps just by keeping in touch, shar-
ing when we need help, and offering to listen or pray. We
acknowledge how much we need each other; and also how the
Spirit needs us to hold together in order to work through us. We
will explore holding some meetings as conference calls and
online conversations to make it easier.

A request was made for a straight-forward, brief state-
ment of our Quaker faith, the peace testimony, and Christ's call to
love our neighbors to share. There are many small churches that
are eager for speakers who are very open to a good Christian
message. We didn't have the Christian Call from OYM at the
time, but will probably discuss it in a future meeting,.

We also plan to write a short introduction of our Peace
Testimony or other concern, in our own words and speaking to
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current issues in contemporary language - to be a template for
writing to Congress, writing petitions and letters to the editor, and
so forth. Friends might work on a draft individually or meet in
small groups, to get started.

We shared about the need for Truth in our culture today.
We feel a strong concern to try to exemplify kindness, compas-
sion and truthfulness in our words and relationships - in response
to the ugliness of words and violence of actions so prevalent in
our world today. There is a special concern for how this is affect-
ing children.

To change this world, it is necessary to change the educa-
tion and experience of children. Are we able to change the future
by changing what is offered in schools? Can we reach out to kids
to help grow a whole and healthy country? Talk to Homeschool
groups? Sandy Hook Promise offers educational programs about
non-violent conflict resolution for schools that we could support.

We feel a need for contact persons in more monthly
meetings, especially in states other than Ohio. Peace Committee
contacts would not have to be committee members, but could be
included in conversations and receive information, concerns and
alerts to share with their meetings. Perhaps some isolated Friends
would wish to be included. We will contact monthly meetings
with this idea. As of this yearly meeting, George Partridge has
indicated his willingness to be a Peace Committee contact person,
on behalf of Crossroads Monthly Meeting.

Sylvia donated to Families Belong Together by purchas-
ing their Coloring without Borders coloring book and study
guide. It is in the Olney library and Friends of all ages are en-
couraged to color in it during Ohio Yearly Meeting. The only
rules are that you color with ALL the colors, and always color
over the borderlines.

We are continuing to look for churches and organizations
that help detainees and immigrants, or other concerns we hold, to
see if there are opportunities to donate, or partner and pool re-
sources.

We closed with a beautiful poem read by Lois Edgerton.
It was written by a prisoner, who wrote about how a child's inno-
cent smile helped him. The child was Lois's mother who accom-
panied her father on prison ministry.

Except ye become as a little child... We are reminded
that Christ is ever near and ever faithful to sustain us, as we love
and trust and follow him, as his dear children.

For Peace and Human Relations Committee:
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Sylvia Thomas, Lois Edgerton, Gwen Giffen, Bernard Naylor,
Shawna Roberts, Robert and Kathleen Rothwell, Earl Smith,
Richard Wetzel

Peace Committee Budget

OYM 2018 Balance $145.00

Funds from OYM  $100.00

Current balance $245.00

We are hoping to discern in a future meeting where our
small charitable donation could be serviceable. But the needs we
see are so overwhelmingly great. We would be grateful if the
yearly meeting chooses to continue to build our budget, trusting
that it will be well used.

Friends World Committee for Consultation

Come and See - John 1:46

One hundred sixty Friends from North and South Ameri-
ca as well as from the FWCC World Office in London gathered
for four days at Lake Doniphan conference center in western Mis-
souri. The conference theme, “Come and See,” was extended to
explorations of “Who is my neighbor?” and “How can we all be
friends?” A main purpose of the Section Meeting was “to facili-
tate an experience of the power of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of
God, the Inward Christ, the Light Within.”

The gathering was hosted by Great Plains Yearly Meet-
ing (FUM) and we were joined by several local Friends from lo-
wa Yearly Meeting (Conservative), Barclay College, and Evan-
gelical Friends Church. Members of the group from Central and
South America were engaged in all aspects of the program and
events. At least two Friends were unable to obtain visas to enter
the U.S., however.

Through morning worship (a combination of pro-
grammed and unprogrammed), hymn singing, small worship
groups and meals together, we came to know some of our fellow
Friends on a deeper level. We also participated in workshops and
interest groups, committee meetings, and business meetings. Da-
vid Male brought informational displays from Friends Center and
Olney Friends School. David Eley and Henry Jason offered inter-
est groups. Beverly Shull was appointed Treasurer of the Section
of the Americas for a two-year term.

We were encouraged to visit Friends in other meetings
and yearly meetings, sharing our spiritual experiences and com-
monalities. The Travel Ministry Corps program now has
launched its second group of ministers who are looking for invita-
tions to visit meetings throughout the Section of the Americas.
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David Eley, Rebecca Hawkins, Beverly Shull
Friends Committee on National Legislation

Earl Smith and Sylvia Thomas traveled to the 2018
FCNL Annual Meeting in Washington DC, in the company of
Tom Roberts of Western Yearly Meeting. Fellowship during
travel was a special blessing.

FCNL’s Quaker Public Policy Institute and Lobby Day
drew 400 people to Washington DC to lobby to protect SNAP
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program). Attendees went
on 193 lobby visits representing 45 states with 39 different mem-
bers of Congress. Our Ohio lobby story drew substantially on the
excellent presentation by Shawna Roberts about hardship and
hunger in eastern Ohio, given at last year’s combined Peace and
Human Relations, FWCC and FCNL committee meeting.

It was a unique lobbying experience, in that the House
and Senate were both in the process of confirming the new Farm
Bill with language preserving SNAP, during the weekend. So by
the end of the Annual Meeting a successful result could be an-
nounced, to great rejoicing. There were many firsts, in this spe-
cial Seventy-fifth Annual Meeting—my favorite was that a new
young trainee that we met in 2017 was our experienced guide in
2018, helping us learn how to lobby, how to navigate Congres-
sional buildings, what to do to be effective. She was so helpful
and confident; the young advocate program really works! One-
third of the participants were first time attenders. More than 300
people stayed for FCNL’s Annual Meeting which celebrated
FCNL’s Seventy-fifth Anniversary, affirmed the direction of the
Forward Plan as outlined by staff, and conducted the business of
the organization. The new Priorities List, which our monthly
meetings worked on, was discussed and confirmed.

A panel of “elders” from FCNL’s 75 years gave a fasci-
nating personal and in depth history, and answered questions. It
was moving to witness as FCNL awarded the Edward R. Snyder
Award for National Legislative Leadership in Advancing Dis-
armament and Building Peace to Representative Ro Khanna (CA-
17) for his steadfast work to prevent war with North Korea, to
end U.S. support for the Saudi-led war in Yemen, and to strength-
en U.S. diplomacy abroad.

FCNL is committed to training young adults across the
country to be advocates for peace, justice, and a sustainable plan-
et. Eighteen Advocacy Corps organizers lobbied on police demil-
itarization in 2018-19. Five summer interns, and 10 full year Pro-
gram Assistants are pressing Congress to pass key legislation. In
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March 2019, more than 500 young advocates gathered in Wash-
ington DC to learn, build community, and lobby Congress on the
immigration crisis. Our Ohio Yearly Meeting FCNL representa-
tives ask for your help to identify young adults between 17—25
who would benefit from one of these opportunities to do service,
from your Quaker and broader communities.

In the year ahead, your FCNL Representatives are ready
to offer training help to meetings and individual Friends in using
FCNL’s resources and timely legislative analysis.

We are deeply grateful for benefitting from Earl Smith’s
long experience with FCNL, his willing spirit and practical men-
toring.

William Penn House

There is not a William Penn House report, but there is
news of a change of administration. Friends Committee on Na-
tional Legislation is going to be the new administrator of William
Penn House. Starting in September, William Penn House will be
undergoing considerable structural repairs and updating. The
hostel will not be available for housing representatives to FCNL
Annual Meeting in November of this year. It is likely that board-
ing in another location will be more expensive, and we will start
looking into the possibilities now.

Fiduciary Trustees
The report of the Fiduciary Trustees was read. Friends
approved the report with deep appreciation for the careful stew-
ardship and management exercised by the Fiduciary Trustees.
Friends approved the creation of the Legal Services Contingency
sub-account for Ohio Yearly Meeting property-related legal ex-
penses, as proposed in the report. Friends report that AEP has
apparently acquired a site for the distribution center, rendering
this matter moot.
Fiduciary Trustees of Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends
Report for the Year Ending Sixth Month 30, 2019
For the fiscal year ending 6-30-2019 the Fiduciary Trus-
tees are managing the following trust funds:

Education Funds $560,898
Walton Retirement Home $865,187
Ohio Yearly Meeting $149,550
Monthly Meetings $659,675
Reserve Fund $832,671

Total Assets $3,067,981
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Our income and expenses for the 2018-2019 fiscal year

were:
Total Income $185,321
Operating Expenses $92
Net Income $185,229

Distribution of Earnings:

Return to Trust Funds $121,582
Added to Reserve Fund $63,647
Same as Net Income $185,229

The Fiduciary Trustees have agreed to pay 7.0 percent
return on the trust funds in our care as the Annual Distribution for
the fiscal year ending Sixth Month 30, 2019. This increase in the
distribution percentage from six percent in 2018 to seven percent
in 2019 is in recognition that the growth in value of the invest-
ments we hold has been unusually high. We are confident this
will not continue forever but we are unable to predict how long
this rate of growth might last.

We currently have one (1) home loan outstanding with
Ohio Yearly Meeting members and one (1) mortgage loan out-
standing with the Walton Retirement Home.

The Ohio Yearly Meeting fund containing the proceeds
from the 2004 sale of the Main Campus to Olney Friends School
(OFS) is valued at $74,820 as of Sixth Month 30, 2019. We will
continue to hold the balance of this fund and allow it to accrue
interest until we receive instruction from the Yearly Meeting to
take other action.

As directed by the Committee on Financing Educational
Concerns, in Eighth Month 2018, the Fiduciary Trustees distrib-
uted $4000 during the past year to the families of two (2) Ohio
Yearly Meeting children attending Olney or private secondary
schools. Also as directed, $34,295 was sent to Olney Friends
School from the income generated by the Education Trust Funds
which we hold in support of scholarships, a Christian Quaker
presence, the library, repairs and improvements, and athletics at
Olney. This distribution was roughly twice as large as typical
because the Fiduciary Trustees had made a special one-time dis-
tribution in First Month 2018 in addition to the usual Seventh
Month distribution.
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On Seventh Month 10 the Fiduciaries and Olney Friends
School administrators were able to come together for our annual
Lease Review. This was the first lease review with the current
Head of School, Christian Acemah, and we found it to be a satis-
fying opportunity to introduce ourselves, to discuss the relation-
ship of OYM and OFS, and to continue conversation about the
lands that are leased by Olney. In summary, the lease is serving
both bodies well and needs little attention. We did note that we
are entering the fifteenth year of the current 25-year lease.

Olney is very focused on addressing their financial chal-
lenges, building enrollment, and sustaining the school for the fu-
ture. The school continues to labor with the question of how to
best utilize the lands leased to them as well as how to integrate
them into the academic program, community, and mission of
Olney. As part of facing their financial situation, Olney is exam-
ining the costs of using and maintaining the farmlands they lease.
They have no current plans to request changes in the leasing ar-
rangement or in their overall use of the lands.

In Second Month of this year David Warrington was con-
tacted by a representative of American Electric Power (AEP) and
asked if Ohio Yearly Meeting would be willing to enter into an
option agreement to sell AEP roughly five (5) acres of land close
to the powerline right-of-way they currently have across some of
OYM, OFS, and Stillwater property. These five (5) acres would
be used for building a new power distribution center to serve the
Barnesville community. It was explained to AEP that any deci-
sion to sell property was not up to the Fiduciary Trustees but
would be made by the Yearly Meeting. They provided a draft
Option Agreement and identified three (3) sites they would like
us to consider.

In the intervening months the Fiduciary Trustees have
discussed this matter and we raised the subject at the annual lease
review with Olney. Our lease with Olney includes the provision
that if OYM were to receive, and decide to accept, a genuine of-
fer to purchase land, Olney would have the opportunity to match
the offer and purchase the land first. Olney has expressed the
clear desire to not see any land sold that is included in the lease
agreement. Olney is concerned about the loss of valuable farm-
land as a part of their academic program and for food production,
potential impact on their current organic farmland certification, as
well as an increasing loss of the rural aesthetic and a disruptive
encroachment on the character of the campus.
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Since the original communication in Second Month, Da-
vid Warrington has tried to contact the AEP representative and
has been unable to obtain any response. He has not heard from
anyone else at AEP about their initial inquiry. David suspects the
representative may no longer be employed at AEP. While there
may be an inclination to quietly let this inquiry pass and take no
action, the Fiduciary Trustees do not know that AEP will not
come back and renew their interest in purchasing a site for a pow-
er distribution center.

The general sentiment of the Fiduciary Trustees is that
the sale of a five (5) acre parcel would be of little interest to Ohio
Yearly Meeting other than for monetary compensation. Olney
would probably feel a need to purchase the parcel to maintain the
current integrity of the lands used by the school but to do so
would place a real, added, financial burden on the school to raise
the funds to meet an offer made by AEP. A decision to sell the
land contrary to the desires of Olney would be damaging to the
relationship between Ohio Yearly Meeting and Olney Friends
School.

The Fiduciary Trustees would like a clear sense of the
Yearly Meeting whether we should entertain a renewed inquiry
from AEP and negotiate with them or whether we should respond
that we are not interested in selling any land. If we were to nego-
tiate an agreement with AEP, the Fiduciaries would not sign any
agreement without the explicit approval of the Yearly Meeting.

The recent inquiry by AEP about our willingness to enter
into an option agreement for the purchase of land accentuated the
fact that there are times we need someone we trust and are com-
fortable working with for legal advice. There have been two hur-
dles to acquiring an attorney to work with: identifying an individ-
ual and paying for their services. The Fiduciary Trustees would
like to recommend to the Yearly Meeting that we establish a con-
tingency fund for legal services to address the second of these
hurdles.

Since the retirement of Attorney Thomas Hampton from
practicing law in 2013, the Fiduciaries have had no attorney to
turn to for advice or services. For more than 25 years the Fiduci-
aries, Ohio Yearly Meeting, Olney, and the Walton Home bene-
fitted from the knowledge, skill, advice, and generosity of Tom
Hampton in legal matters at no charge for his service. Tom’s
background as a Friend, a graduate of Olney, and a resident of
Barnesville combined with his familiarity with the history and
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practices Ohio Yearly Meeting, Olney, and Walton Home made
him invaluable to us.

The Fiduciary Trustees receive no monies from the annu-
al budget of the Yearly Meeting. Any expenses the Fiduciaries
have encountered in managing the monies of the Yearly Meeting,
the Monthly Meetings, and the Walton Home have been covered
by the income earned by those investments. Since the invest-
ments we make benefit all of the entities that have money held on
their behalf, we feel it is appropriate to pay for these expenses in
this manner.

We feel the area in which we are most likely to need le-
gal advice are issues related to property ownership. Since the
Fiduciary Trustees only hold property on behalf of Ohio Yearly
Meeting we are uncomfortable expecting all the entities having
monies with us to share the expense of non-investment related
legal advice or service.

To avoid adding to the annual budget of the Yearly Meet-
ing, the Fiduciary Trustees would like to propose we set aside
$20,000 from the Yearly Meeting General Funds account held by
the Fiduciaries into a “Legal Services Contingency” sub-account.
This fund would only be used by the Fiduciaries as necessary and
would accumulate its proportional income annually. With the
approval of this report, the Fiduciary Trustees will establish this
Yearly Meeting sub-account.

The Fiduciary Trustees continue to receive inquiries by
mail and phone calls from a variety of companies about our inter-
est in leasing the oil and gas rights of Ohio Yearly Meeting prop-
erty under our care. While the enthusiastic leasing activity of a
few years ago has subsided there is an ongoing, steady effort to
acquire the rights to uncommitted properties in Belmont County
and we are confident the drilling and extraction activities will
continue for many years to come. The Fiduciary Trustees contin-
ue to inform solicitors that we are not authorized by the Yearly
Meeting to enter into any leases at this time.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Fiduciary Trus-
tees,

David E. Warrington, President

Fiduciary Trustees of the Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends

Financing Education Concerns Committee
The Financing Education Concerns Committee report
was read. Friends approved the report, including the committee’s
recommendation for disbursement of unrestricted funds and infla-
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tion accumulation funds which are not part of the original corpus
from the Educational Trust Funds for the benefit of Olney Friends
School. Friends appreciate the careful stewardship and diligence
of the committee.

Financing Education Concerns Committee Report
Scholarships for OYM Children Trust Fund

Members of the Financing Education Concerns Commit-
tee met to consider the distribution of income generated by the
Scholarships for OYM Children Trust Fund this year. The funds
are intended for high school age members of the yearly meeting
who are attending Friends schools, other private schools or who
are home schooled. This year, we are aware of three members of
high school age attending Olney Friends School and one attend-
ing East Richland Christian Schools.

As usual, the net income from the Scholarships for OYM
Children Trust Fund has been reduced by the Inflation Accumula-
tion rate set by the Fiduciary Trustees. The total income generat-
ed this year is $7,881.32. The funds that are not awarded each
year accumulate in the Trust Fund as unrestricted funds, and these
are available in addition to this year’s income.

In 2018, we awarded $2,000 each to the families of the
two students who qualified for this support. For the approaching
school year, there are four members eligible. The committee pro-
poses that each of the four students’ families be awarded $2,000
for a total award of $8,000.

As always, we ask that meetings with members who meet
the criteria for Ohio Yearly Meeting scholarship funds make the
committee aware of their names.

Education Trust Funds held by OYM
for the Benefit of Olney Friends School

The committee has received a letter from David Warring-
ton on behalf of the Fiduciary Trustees. The 2019 net income
from the funds held by the trustees for the benefit of Olney
Friends School totals $21,777.31. The committee concurs that
these proceeds be distributed to Olney Friends School according
to the usual practice.

Christian Acemah, Head of School and on behalf of the
Olney Board of Trustees, is requesting disbursement of a portion
of the unrestricted funds from the Educational Trust Funds held
by Ohio Yearly Meeting for the benefit of Olney Friends School.
Their hope is to address areas in need of urgent cash infusions in
order to increase enrollment, maintain the facilities and enable the
school to be attractive to prospective families and donors. These
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funds, stewarded by the Fiduciary Trustees for the past 20 years
and intended by the donors for certain uses at the school, have
grown in value. The discretionary portions of these funds now
total $159,209.85, 65 percent of which is the result of income set
aside each year to account for the impact of inflation. This strate-
gy was employed by this committee to continue to grow the funds
in support of the school. The original donor-restricted amounts
(i.e. corpus) are not included in this total and were not requested.
These donor-restricted amounts will remain invested with the Fi-
duciary Trustees and continue to generate income for the benefit
of Olney.

The committee has reviewed the detailed request from
the Olney Board and discussed the implications of a potential ad-
ditional disbursement with David Warrington. The use of any
funds identified as unrestricted are at the discretion of the yearly
meeting to use to support Olney. Inflation accumulation funds
are not part of the original corpus and can be spent at the discre-
tion of OYM.

The committee recommends using the unrestricted funds
available, $54,189, and a portion of the inflation accumulation
funds, $73,514, knowing that these funds will not be there in the
future to maintain the value of the education trust funds. Olney
has given David Warrington and the committee specific explana-
tions of the intended uses of the money which comply with the
intentions of the donors. David Warrington also has been clear
with the Olney board about the negative impact of this large dis-
bursement on future earnings.

The Committee: Beverly Kirk Shull,
Janet Hammer, Rebecca Hawkins, Debora Taber

Travel Fund Committee

The Travel Fund Committee report was read and ap-
proved. Friends appreciate the work of the committee as stew-
ards of the Travel Funds. The committee noted that our repre-
sentatives generously contributed to their own expenses.

Travel Fund Committee Report

Earl Smith and Sylvia Thomas were both able to travel to
Washington DC as representatives to FCNL and William Penn
House in late fall 2018. Tom Roberts of Western Yearly Meeting
generously drove our representatives with him to the meetings.

Friends World Committee for Consultation, Section of
the Americas met in Kansas City, MO Third Month 2019. Our
representatives Beverly Shull, David Eley, and Rebecca Hawkins

37



were able to attend.

Balance 07/01/18 $5,642.55

Income

OYM Allocation $2,750.00

Interest $  7.09

Total Income $8,399.64

Expenses

FCNL Representatives $1,218.75

FWCC Representatives $2,015.50
Total Expenses  $3,234.25

Fund Balance 06/30/2019 $5,165.39

The Travel Fund Committee would like to request
$2,850.00 for the coming year. We have prepared a five-year
budget and used this to base our request from YM. This request,
which we realize is a large part of the YM budget, tries to mini-
mize the yearly fluctuation in our budget requests from YM.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Penny Thomas, clerk;
Dennis Rockwell, treasurer
David Eley, Janet Hammer

Olney Farm Report

The Olney Farm Report was read and approved. Friends
appreciated the detail of the report and the efforts of Olney as
good stewards of this farmland, and the creativity of Farm Team
and Farm Crew.

Olney Farm Report

The past year was the wettest twelve-month period in
recorded Ohio history. We struggled in all aspects of farming.
Working wet soil, late planting, vigorous weed growth and too
wet to cultivate and harvest greatly reduced our production num-
bers. Late first cutting hay was very poor quality. There were
fourteen inches of rain in August, September and October which
made it impossible for late hay production. Saturated pastures
and significant soil erosion resulted in damaged pastures. We did
graze off some hay-fields we couldn’t harvest, and pastures man-
aged to grow well through the grazing season.

Our egg and broiler chickens did very well providing
food for the Olney family and some egg sales. We were also able
to raise our organic vegetables for the school consumption as well
as some beef. We maintained our organic certification for 2018
and await our inspection for 2019.

Student involvement on the farm includes Farm Team as
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a sports option and Farm Crew for daily feeding of the chickens
and goats. Farm Team involves the students in all aspects of the
farm including getting up early for chores, egg gathering and pro-
cessing, goat watch during kidding season and other planting and
harvesting activities. It is a required activity, but the students
involved really enjoy learning where their food comes from.
Some faculty members also assisted with Farm Crew this year.

The “Yes! Magazine” article last year got us a lot of at-
tention and led to other online articles in “Mother Nature Net-
work” and “Green Schools Catalyst Quarterly.”

We lost a valuable assistant farmer at the beginning of
last summer season (2018). Phineaus Gosslink did gardening and
small animal care and Gage Blon worked part time on the farm
and in the gardens while working on his first year in college.

This coming school year we look forward to some capa-
ble new farm staff and the reorganizing of the Farm Committee of
the Olney Board of Directors. Sandra Sterrett, former assistant
farmer, has agreed to be involved in the reorganization of the
farm committee and will be a valuable consultant for the farm
program.

/s/ Donald Guindon, Olney Farm Manager

Olney Hostess and Monteverde School Funds

The contributions to the Olney Hostess Fund total
$133.00. Contributions to the Monteverde School Fund total
$98.00.

Excerpt from Epistle from Monteverde Friends U.S.

Thank you for your donation of $81.00 to Monteverde
Friends, U.S. Inc. As you requested, your donation will go to the
general fund where it will be used to support all of the education-
al goals of the Monteverde Friends School. Your financial sup-
port is crucial and much appreciated.

Plummer House Center Committee

The Plummer House Center Committee report was read
and approved. Friends expressed appreciation and admiration for
the labor, ingenuity, and determination of the committee.

Plummer House Center Committee Report

This past year we were able to complete the first stage of
zone heating with a “Mini-Split” ductless heat pump unit down-
stairs in the kitchen. We have received a $3,000 grant from the
Tourism Council of Belmont County for electric wiring which we
plan to get done in the next couple of months. Some of the elec-
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tric work was done by volunteers this past year. The yard has
been kept mowed with volunteers as well as inside cleaning.

Last fall a family reunion was held there and at com-
mencement a class reunion used the house and grounds. We
haven’t had someone living there this year and other than clean-
ing, mowing and minor maintenance, we haven’t done any more
projects.

Some Friends are staying at the Plummer House this year
during Yearly Meeting. We welcome any Friends interested to
tour the house while here.

Financial Report:

Balance 07-31-2018 $5,984.85
Income: Tourism Grant 3,000.00
Donations 1,670.00
Total Income $4,670.00
Expense: “Mini-Split” unit $4,527.53
Miscellaneous improvements 243.39
Electric service box 235.94
Electric service 241.85
Water 137.53
Total Expenses $5,386.24
Balance 08-01-2019 $5,268.61
Hand Book Committee

The Hand Book Committee reported that about two-
thirds of the committees have provided updated material and
work proceeds apace. The committee will report to Representa-
tive Meeting in Eleventh Month, with the completed Hand Book.
Friends approved this schedule and arrangement. The Hand
Book in progress may be viewed at
http://www.quaker-chronicle.info/handbook.php?cte]D=25

Excerpt from the Epistle from Ireland Yearly Meeting

In this our discussions have reminded us that Jesus is the
great teacher, throwing out challenging questions while guiding
us through the parable stories to a radical new life. He teaches us
the need to go beyond rule-based morality to a deeper, uncondi-
tional love. We were reminded by Noah Merrill in our Public
Lecture that “teaching is about bringing forth what lies within.”
What must keep us going is our need to understand and be con-
nected to the infinite love of God.

This need for us to educate and to transform ourselves
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has also been clear as we have explored how we hold our vision
of a world at peace, not just globally but in the life of our island.
We are being educated in particular by our young people as they
challenge us, in new and imaginative ways, to face the ecological
crisis which requires us to act now. At the same time we have
been reminded by our Junior Yearly Meeting of the importance of
forgiveness as a way of resolving conflict.

Excerpt from the Epistle from New England Yearly Meeting

We are renewed in our connectedness to the wider Quak-
er world, through visitors and epistles and our own travels. We
affirm our commitment to the life of the Religious Society be-
yond our Yearly Meeting, and we grieve that the U.S. govern-
ment prevented our Cuban Friends from joining us this week.

Our Session theme is: “In Fear and Trembling, Be Bold
in God's Service.”

The fire of the week has brought us closer together in
love. Our deepening unity is based on ever more shared knowing
of one another, and we find such sweetness together in our strug-
gles to be faithful. We are tearing apart and rebuilding a ship at
sea. The new ship may not look like the one we came here in, but
it will be built with the strong timbers of our tradition.

Conversation and reports during our attention to business
show the ties that bind our home meetings. Our memorial meet-
ing bathed us in joy and love for those still on earth, as well as
those who are present only in the hearts of those left behind.
Ministry arose that halted time and made place irrelevant. We
were gathered in the Eternal Now.

We have heard prophetic ministry about the meaning of
money in our religious society. We know that money is not the
measure of our faithfulness. Rather, we are called to turn our
whole lives over to God.

How much do we hold each other accountable? How
much are we able to show our full vulnerable lives to one another
and place ourselves in the hands of our Meetings, as we struggle
to be faithful to God? For example, are we ready to know, hold
and support those who are food insecure in our meetings?

Our work challenging white supremacy in our culture and
ourselves is difficult, at times jarring and messy. Friends have
prophesied boldly. Early Friends were intimately aware of the
discomfort of God working in us. A print of Margaret Fell’s
words appeared on our podium Tuesday: “Friends, let the eternal
light search you, and try you, it will rip you up, lay you open.
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Provoke one another to Love.”

We are feeling our way towards repentance, imperfectly
and, at times, haltingly, but moving nonetheless. We feel God’s
mystery working among us, and we know the fear and trembling.

We go forth with a charge to share the good news we
have found. In this turbulent week we have known experientially
the rock—the inward teacher, the inward Christ, the little bird—
upon which we can rely. As we labor against the powers and
principalities to manifest God’s kingdom, we turn our lives over
to the still, small voice, finding that we, as a community, have
everything we need, that we have been given the time we need in
which to do our work, and that God can guide us every step of the
way. All we have to do is follow.

We receive ministry. We are humbled. We wait in awe,
yearning that “all may be lifted up to thrive and flourish in the
shared, Life-giving fellowship of the Spirit.”

Yours in God’s Everlasting Grace,

Epistle from Short Creek Monthly Meeting
Dear Friends,

This is our donation to Ohio Yearly Meeting from Short
Creek Monthly Meeting of Friends. We are nearing being laid
down when we will no longer be a Meeting within Stillwater
Quarterly Meeting nor Ohio Yearly Meeting.

Our property has been sold, and our funds have now been
distributed to various groups and organizations that have shown
they want to do, and do, things to help other people.

We do appreciate your prayers and encouragement
throughout this process of laying down Short Creek Monthly
Meeting.

We have relied on the Lord’s guidance, strength, and love
throughout, and are thankful for all His help and blessings.

“I have loved you with an everlasting love, I have drawn
you with an unfailing kindness.” - Jeremiah 31:3

In Christ’s love,
Short Creek Monthly Meeting
/s/ Elvina Krekler and Sara Kirk

After announcements, the session concluded with brief
waiting worship, purposing to reconvene at 10:00 AM on Sixth
Day, Eighth Month 09.
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Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, Sixth Day,
Eighth Month 09, Morning Session

A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard,; and
he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he
unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down;, why
cumbereth it the ground? And he answering said unto him, Lord,
let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: And
if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it
down. - Luke 13: 6-9

We are blessed to have two visitors among us today: John
and Elizabeth Edminster of Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting.

In addition, we have received an e-mail from Pam Harris,
which was read in part.

Further, we have received an e-mail from Brian Young,
Pastor of West Ridgemont Friends, holding us in prayer.

We have also heard from Matthew Henstridge, Dean of
Harlem School of Religion.

There was also a message from Rebecca and David, a
couple from Chicago who had hoped to attend, but are unable to
do so due to major car trouble.

Welcome, Friends!

General Queries

The Sixth and Seventh General Queries were read, with
the responses of the three Quarterly Meetings and the Proposed
Ohio Yearly Meeting Summaries. The Summaries were ap-
proved. A Friend rose to remind us of the important work to be
done with the damaged and disabled people who return from war,
and noted that some Friends have participated in such work and
deserve recognition. Another Friend rose to remind us of the link
between our nation’s wealth and the military and war systems.

Sixth Query: Do we live in the life and power which
takes away the occasion of all wars? Do we, on Christian princi-
ples, refuse to participate in or to cooperate with the military ef-
fort? Do we work actively for peace and the removal of the caus-
es of war? Do we endeavor to cultivate good will, mutual under-
standing, and equal opportunities for all people?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: Learning to live in the
life and power that takes away the occasion of all wars is a life-
long process. We realize that causes of war are the weaknesses
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and the evil within us. We are reminded that God/Jesus does
have the power to stop wars. We have not participated in our
governments’ military branches, but we recognize that we pay
taxes which support the military. We make our Quaker Christian
pacifism known whenever called to and are involved in work
which seeks to remove the causes of war, contributing to the cul-
tivation of good will, mutual understanding, and equal opportuni-
ties. We encourage friends to make a record of their peace con-
victions and opposition to war. To truly cultivate good will and
understanding, we recognize that we must rely on our Guide, sur-
rendering ourselves to His direction and inviting others to the
peace that our Lord offers everyone.

Seventh Query: Do we observe simplicity in our manner
of living, sincerity in speech, and modesty in apparel? Do we
guard against involving ourselves in temporal affairs to the hin-
drance of spiritual growth? Are we just in our dealings and care-
ful to fulfill our promises? Do we seek to make our Christian
faith a part of our daily work?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: We observe sincerity
in speech as well as simplicity and modesty in apparel, mindful of
the constant call of the media that can draw us away from sim-
plicity and spiritual exercise. We are aware of the importance of
placing our spiritual growth above other temporal activities and
we choose volunteer work specifically as part of our Christian
faith. We over-commit to “good” works at times and then feel we
are not committing enough time to our families and our Lord.
Community, family, political and legislative matters create many
interruptions and distractions, consuming time which would be
far better spent on the Lord's work. We believe it is good practice
individually to set aside time every day for devotions. Being just
and honest in our dealings are important values that we hold to be
true. We find that as we age we are more careful in making
promises as our ability to fulfill them becomes more limited. We
ask the Lord for guidance each day and are watchful for opportu-
nities to be kind, to speak to that of Christ in others, and to speak
“the Word” to others as seems helpful and appropriate. We find
that by putting our Lord first, He will guide us to the good works.

Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee report was read. Friends
approved using the name “Epistle Committee” for the merged
Epistle and Document Committees. George Partridge was added
to nominees for the Peace and Human Relations Committee, term
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expiring in 2022, “William Penn House Consultative Commit-
tee” will be deleted from the listing, as it is being merged with
FCNL. Friends approved the report, with appreciation for the
heroic efforts of the Nominating Committee, and for Friends’
willingness to serve on these important committees and offices.
Nominating Committee Report

Nominating Committee would like to propose the follow-

ing appointments to serve the Yearly Meeting.

ADULT LEADERS for JUNIOR YEARLY MEETING and
YOUNG FRIENDS

2021 Conrad Lindes

2022 Shawna Roberts

AGENDA COMMITTEE

ex officio: registrar: Sharon Helms
2020 Conrad Lindes

2022 Arthur Berk.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CAMP COMMITTEE
2022 Barbara Warrington, David Warrington

COMMITEE to COORDINATE & SUPPORT OUTREACH
2022 Constance Bair-Thompson, Arthur Berk, Conrad Lindes,
Allistair Lomax, Kim Palmer

EPISTLE COMMITTEE Merging with Document Committee.
We are recommending that four Friends serve on this this com-
mittee for terms of two years, alternating so that two Friends are
appointed each year.

2020 Michael Kinch, Robert Wilber

2021 George Partridge, David Eley

FIDUCIARY TRUSTEES
2022 Carey Newlin

FINANCING EDUCATIONAL CONCERNS
2022 Janet Hammer, Beverly Shull

FRIENDS CENTER COMMITTEE
2022 Burton Doudna, Kenneth Jacobsen, Diane Reynolds, Rich-
ard Simon

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE
2022 Marie Bundy, Mary Alice Pino, Kathryn Smith, Ann Tabor

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE
No terms expiring
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PEACE & HUMAN RELATIONS COMMITTEE
2022 Lois Edgerton, Robert Rothwell, Kathleen Rothwell,
George Partridge

PRINTING COMMITTEE

ex-officio: OYM Clerk - Philip Helms,

ex-officio: OYM Recorder - Michael Kinch,

ex-officio: OYM Nominating Committee Clerk - Charles Thomas,
Jr.

No terms expiring

REPRESENTATIVE MEETING

2022 Philip Helms, Sharon Helms, Michael Kinch, Conrad
Lindes, Kimberly Newlin, Loisanne Rockwell, Charles C Thomas
Jr

REPRESENTATIVE to FRIENDS COMMITTEE on NATION-
AL LEGISLATION

2021 Earl Smith / David Male (alternate for Earl Smith).

2022 Sylvia Thomas,

REPRESENTATIVES to FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE for
CONSULTATION
2022 Henry Jason

TRAVEL FUND COMMITTEE
2022 Janet Hammer, Dennis Rockwell

TRUSTEES of OHIO YEARLY MEETING PROPERTY
2022 David Male

WALTON HOME BOARD

Correcting a previous report, we note that Jean Cooper (2020)
and William Ray (2020) are community members.

2022 Kathleen M. Kovalick

WIDER FELLOWSHIP OF CONSERVATIVE FRIENDS
2022 Arthur Berk, Philip Helms, Terry Wallace.

OYM RECORDER
2020 Mike Kinch

ASSISTANT OYM RECORDER
2020 Denise Troy
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Epistle Committee
The Epistle Committee report, consisting of a letter to
Friends Everywhere, intended for use as Epistle to North Carolina
Yearly Meeting (Conservative) and lowa Yearly Meeting
(Conservative) as well, was read and approved as amended, with
appreciation for the neophyte scriveners of the Epistle Commit-
tee, for their labors. A new third paragraph will be added to the
Epistles to lowa and North Carolina, (read and approved later). A
handwritten note will be added to the Epistle to Friends in Christ,
U.K. A Friend rose to urge us to amend our thinking with regard
to “our numbers are small, but . . .” in recognition of the mighty

work and power of God moving among us.

Epistle to North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative)
“But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a
well of water springing up into everlasting life.” - John 4:14

Dear brothers and sisters in North Carolina Yearly Meeting
(Conservative),

As we have met in worship this year, we have been re-
peatedly baptized in the awe-inspiring, yet sweet presence of the
Lord. We were told of the river of the Life-giving waters of
Truth, that flows from the heavenly country, and the streams
thereof flow to every side, to water the land, and bring Life over-
flowing to renew all the Earth.

We are few in number, yet still the Presence of God has
been as a cherishing wing extended over us, keeping us in a close,
confiding love with the Father and with each other. Our circle is
enlarged by love, as many visitors join us, some for the first time,
and some who have been constant in returning. We rejoice in
fellowship with Friends Chagala Ngesa from Kenya, Nancy Craft
from North Carolina Yearly Meeting, Tom Roberts from Western
Yearly Meeting, Samantha Smith from Pendle Hill, Jim Eblin
from Oregon, Patricia Dallman of Marlborough Meeting, Heather
Mikolaj of Chesterfield Meeting, Sean Lentz of White Lake,
Michigan, William Pomeroy of Zanesville, Ohio, and John and
Elizabeth Edminster of Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting.

Thankful as we are for the presence of Nancy again this
year, we hope that other brothers and sisters in NCYM might also
be led to join us. When answering a query, one of our quarterly
meetings quoted text from one of your queries. Our roots are in-
tertwined. We would be blessed by again sharing fellowship
more freely and frequently, again allowing the Living Waters to
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nurture us as one.

As we began our Yearly Meeting, Christ drew us into a
blessed, deep stillness. Ministry was given, calling us to see how
our cup is overflowing with God’s blessings, which we receive
fully by sharing with others. We gently entered into decision
making and planning in a contemplative and spirit-led manner,
seeking to keep our thoughts in tune with our Guide and sensitive
to each other. Our business process, as much as our times of fel-
lowship, can be used by the Spirit to strengthen our love for each
other; to bind us together and make us open to individual con-
cerns from members of the body.

Thankfulness fills us as we hear epistles from Friends
Yearly Meetings that often speak to our condition. Morning Bi-
ble reading and scriptures before business prepare our hearts.
And even in our committee reports about familiar responsibilities,
we have felt God’s blessing that we are entrusted with this work,
and feel thankful that we are served by such careful, faithful
Friends. Our members who are able to actively partake in the
work of the Yearly Meeting are few; and we seek with God’s
guidance for ways to lighten their burdens.

This year we seek divine help as we try a new approach
to the questions of dwindling membership and multiplying tasks.
A Prayer and Listening Committee has begun the service of lis-
tening to, and praying for our Ohio Yearly Meeting family. One
Friend reminds us that even before we understand we have a
problem, God has been preparing a way forward for us. Indeed,
God’s care is blooming all about us, and we find that wrestling
with organizational ideas, conversations with Friends, fellowship
opportunities and evening activities, often give us yet another
illuminating piece of the picture.

Throughout our exercise, we have been counseled to fo-
cus on and extend those things which build our communion to-
gether and bind us to Christ: reliance on the Presence in waiting
worship, readiness to share in spoken ministry, and ministering
care for each other and our community. We ask God to help us to
be able and obedient to share these blessings more broadly.

A Friend reminds us of the excitement and energizing life
that is given when we share our faith with others, as through the
Friends Center. He recalled the vision of an elder Friend some
years ago who saw the walls of the meetinghouse coming down
to accommodate all the people being drawn here. He went on to
say that although the description of the original vision mentioned
only the walls, it is more important to recognize the foundation
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under the walls, which is the immoveable rock of Christ. The
truth of His promise on which we depend, is the only sure un-
changing ground.

Another Friend noted the many windows set high in the
meeting room streaming with sunlight. She urged that we not
block our metaphorical windows with opaque habits, but rather
keep our windows open wide, letting Christ’s Light flow out be-
yond our walls.

We celebrated the encouraging report from our Walton
Retirement Home, including a good vision and planning for fu-
ture independent living facilities in a faith-based community.
The enthusiasm and dedication of their administration, staff and
board is clear, and reflected in the smiles of residents. A beauti-
ful array of flowers frames the buildings which is created by car-
ing residents. At the Walton Home Corporation meeting and
open house, Friends enjoyed a history presentation by Marie Bun-
dy which included slides from its founding 75 years ago to the
present.

In an evening session, Seth Hinshaw diagrammed the
development in Biblical thought of how God speaks to or acts
upon us through dreams, visions, voice and prophecy, etc. He led
us up to that unproductive stuck place where all our human plans
and efforts are going to fail and we are at our end; and then God
is able to bring us where he wants to begin with us. For this pos-
sibility, we need to ask God to intervene, then accept the new cre-
ation that rebounds from His leading.

A panel of Friends of various ages shared memories and
answered questions about growing up in Ohio Yearly Meeting.
Recollections from our oldest Friends were so precious to hear.
Deep experiences and humorous ones engaged us and helped us
get to know each other better. We look forward to an evening
program on Meeting the Spiritual Needs of New Attenders tomor-
row. Our time together will round out with creative presentations
by Junior Yearly Meeting.

Friends, we are comforted to think of you, to exchange
epistles with you, and to be able to visit some of your gatherings.
We lift up a prayer of thanksgiving for faithful Friends around the
world and we welcome your prayers for us. As we are obedient
to the motion of Christ among us to love one another, may we
become as the leaven mixed into the bread, which makes it nour-
ishing. Surely Christ, the Great Friend, continues to gather a peo-
ple to himself all over the world. May we in live in the love and
power He extends over us and thereby hold high the Light that
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draws and guides those He is calling.

“But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall
run, and not be weary,; and they shall walk, and not faint.”

- Isaiah 40:31

Epistle to lowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative)
“But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a
well of water springing up into everlasting life.” - John 4:14

Dear brothers and sisters in lowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative),

As we have met in worship this year, we have been re-
peatedly baptized in the awe-inspiring, yet sweet presence of the
Lord. We were told of the river of the Life-giving waters of
Truth, that flows from the heavenly country, and the streams
thereof flow to every side, to water the land, and bring Life over-
flowing to renew all the Earth.

We are few in number, yet still the Presence of God has
been as a cherishing wing extended over us, keeping us in a close,
confiding love with the Father and with each other. Our circle is
enlarged by love, as many visitors join us, some for the first time,
and some who have been constant in returning. We rejoice in
fellowship with Friends Chagala Ngesa from Kenya, Nancy Craft
from North Carolina Yearly Meeting, Tom Roberts from Western
Yearly Meeting, Samantha Smith from Pendle Hill, Jim Eblin
from Oregon, Patricia Dallman of Marlborough Meeting, Heather
Mikolaj of Chesterfield Meeting, Sean Lentz of White Lake,
Michigan, William Pomeroy of Zanesville, Ohio, and John and
Elizabeth Edminster of Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting.

In years past, we have been blessed by the presence of
Friends from Iowa Yearly Meeting, and we hope that the flow of
Friends back and forth between us will be resumed, that each of
our yearly meetings might again be strengthened by the other.

As we began our Yearly Meeting, Christ drew us into a
blessed, deep stillness. Ministry was given, calling us to see how
our cup is overflowing with God’s blessings, which we receive
fully by sharing with others. We gently entered into decision
making and planning in a contemplative and spirit-led manner,
seeking to keep our thoughts in tune with our Guide and sensitive
to each other. Our business process, as much as our times of fel-
lowship, can be used by the Spirit to strengthen our love for each
other; to bind us together and make us open to individual con-
cerns from members of the body.
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Thankfulness fills us as we hear epistles from Friends
Yearly Meetings that often speak to our condition. Morning Bi-
ble reading and scriptures before business prepare our hearts.
And even in our committee reports about familiar responsibilities,
we have felt God’s blessing that we are entrusted with this work,
and feel thankful that we are served by such careful, faithful
Friends. Our members who are able to actively partake in the
work of the Yearly Meeting are few; and we seek with God’s
guidance for ways to lighten their burdens.

This year we seek divine help as we try a new approach
to the questions of dwindling membership and multiplying tasks.
A Prayer and Listening Committee has begun the service of lis-
tening to, and praying for our Ohio Yearly Meeting family. One
Friend reminds us that even before we understand we have a
problem, God has been preparing a way forward for us. Indeed,
God’s care is blooming all about us, and we find that wrestling
with organizational ideas, conversations with Friends, fellowship
opportunities and evening activities, often give us yet another
illuminating piece of the picture.

Throughout our exercise, we have been counseled to fo-
cus on and extend those things which build our communion to-
gether and bind us to Christ: reliance on the Presence in waiting
worship, readiness to share in spoken ministry, and ministering
care for each other and our community. We ask God to help us to
be able and obedient to share these blessings more broadly.

A Friend reminds us of the excitement and energizing life
that is given when we share our faith with others, as through the
Friends Center. He recalled the vision of an elder Friend some
years ago who saw the walls of the meetinghouse coming down
to accommodate all the people being drawn here. He went on to
say that although the description of the original vision mentioned
only the walls, it is more important to recognize the foundation
under the walls, which is the immoveable rock of Christ. The
truth of His promise on which we depend, is the only sure un-
changing ground.

Another Friend noted the many windows set high in the
meeting room streaming with sunlight. She urged that we not
block our metaphorical windows with opaque habits, but rather
keep our windows open wide, letting Christ’s Light flow out be-
yond our walls.

We celebrated the encouraging report from our Walton
Retirement Home, including a good vision and planning for fu-
ture independent living facilities in a faith-based community.
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The enthusiasm and dedication of their administration, staff and
board is clear, and reflected in the smiles of residents. A beauti-
ful array of flowers frames the buildings which is created by car-
ing residents. At the Walton Home Corporation meeting and
open house, Friends enjoyed a history presentation by Marie Bun-
dy which included slides from its founding 75 years ago to the
present.

In an evening session, Seth Hinshaw diagrammed the
development in Biblical thought of how God speaks to or acts
upon us through dreams, visions, voice and prophecy, etc. He led
us up to that unproductive stuck place where all our human plans
and efforts are going to fail and we are at our end; and then God
is able to bring us where he wants to begin with us. For this pos-
sibility, we need to ask God to intervene, then accept the new cre-
ation that rebounds from His leading.

A panel of Friends of various ages shared memories and
answered questions about growing up in Ohio Yearly Meeting.
Recollections from our oldest Friends were so precious to hear.
Deep experiences and humorous ones engaged us and helped us
get to know each other better. We look forward to an evening
program on Meeting the Spiritual Needs of New Attenders tomor-
row. Our time together will round out with creative presentations
by Junior Yearly Meeting.

Friends, we are comforted to think of you, to exchange
epistles with you, and to be able to visit some of your gatherings.
We lift up a prayer of thanksgiving for faithful Friends around the
world and we welcome your prayers for us. As we are obedient to
the motion of Christ among us to love one another, may we be-
come as the leaven mixed into the bread, which makes it nourish-
ing. Surely Christ, the Great Friend, continues to gather a people
to himself all over the world. May we in live in the love and
power He extends over us and thereby hold high the Light that
draws and guides those He is calling.

“But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”

- Isaiah 40:31

Epistle to Friends Everywhere
“But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a
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well of water springing up into everlasting life.” - John 4:14

Dear brothers and sisters in lowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative),

As we have met in worship this year, we have been re-
peatedly baptized in the awe-inspiring, yet sweet presence of the
Lord. We were told of the river of the Life-giving waters of
Truth, that flows from the heavenly country, and the streams
thereof flow to every side, to water the land, and bring Life over-
flowing to renew all the Earth.

We are few in number, yet still the Presence of God has
been as a cherishing wing extended over us, keeping us in a close,
confiding love with the Father and with each other. Our circle is
enlarged by love, as many visitors join us, some for the first time,
and some who have been constant in returning. We rejoice in
fellowship with Friends Chagala Ngesa from Kenya, Nancy Craft
from North Carolina Yearly Meeting, Tom Roberts from Western
Yearly Meeting, Samantha Smith from Pendle Hill, Jim Eblin
from Oregon, Patricia Dallman of Marlborough Meeting, Heather
Mikolaj, Chesterfield Meeting, Sean Lentz of White Lake, Michi-
gan, William Pomeroy of Zanesville, Ohio, and John and Eliza-
beth Edminster of Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting.

As we began our Yearly Meeting, Christ drew us into a
blessed, deep stillness. Ministry was given, calling us to see how
our cup is overflowing with God’s blessings, which we receive
fully by sharing with others. We gently entered into decision
making and planning in a contemplative and spirit-led manner,
seeking to keep our thoughts in tune with our Guide and sensitive
to each other. Our business process, as much as our times of fel-
lowship, can be used by the Spirit to strengthen our love for each
other; to bind us together and make us open to individual con-
cerns from members of the body.

Thankfulness fills us as we hear epistles from Friends
Yearly Meetings that often speak to our condition. Morning Bi-
ble reading and scriptures before business prepare our hearts.
And even in our committee reports about familiar responsibilities,
we have felt God’s blessing that we are entrusted with this work,
and feel thankful that we are served by such careful, faithful
Friends. Our members who are able to actively partake in the
work of the Yearly Meeting are few; and we seek with God’s
guidance for ways to lighten their burdens.

This year we seek divine help as we try a new approach
to the questions of dwindling membership and multiplying tasks.
A Prayer and Listening Committee has begun the service of lis-
tening to, and praying for our Ohio Yearly Meeting family. One
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Friend reminds us that even before we understand we have a
problem, God has been preparing a way forward for us. Indeed,
God’s care is blooming all about us, and we find that wrestling
with organizational ideas, conversations with Friends, fellowship
opportunities and evening activities, often give us yet another
illuminating piece of the picture.

Throughout our exercise, we have been counseled to fo-
cus on and extend those things which build our communion to-
gether and bind us to Christ: reliance on the Presence in waiting
worship, readiness to share in spoken ministry, and ministering
care for each other and our community. We ask God to help us to
be able and obedient to share these blessings more broadly.

A Friend reminds us of the excitement and energizing life
that is given when we share our faith with others, as through the
Friends Center. He recalled the vision of an elder Friend some
years ago who saw the walls of the meetinghouse coming down
to accommodate all the people being drawn here. He went on to
say that although the description of the original vision mentioned
only the walls, it is more important to recognize the foundation
under the walls, which is the immoveable rock of Christ. The
truth of His promise on which we depend, is the only sure un-
changing ground.

Another Friend noted the many windows set high in the
meeting room streaming with sunlight. She urged that we not
block our metaphorical windows with opaque habits, but rather
keep our windows open wide, letting Christ’s Light flow out be-
yond our walls.

We celebrated the encouraging report from our Walton
Retirement Home, including a good vision and planning for fu-
ture independent living facilities in a faith-based community.
The enthusiasm and dedication of their administration, staff and
board is clear, and reflected in the smiles of residents. A beauti-
ful array of flowers frames the buildings which is created by car-
ing residents. At the Walton Home Corporation meeting and
open house, Friends enjoyed a history presentation by Marie Bun-
dy which included slides from its founding 75 years ago to the
present.

In an evening session, Seth Hinshaw diagrammed the
development in Biblical thought of how God speaks to or acts
upon us through dreams, visions, voice and prophecy, etc. He led
us up to that unproductive stuck place where all our human plans
and efforts are going to fail and we are at our end; and then God
is able to bring us where he wants to begin with us. For this pos-
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sibility, we need to ask God to intervene, then accept the new cre-
ation that rebounds from His leading.

A panel of Friends of various ages shared memories and
answered questions about growing up in Ohio Yearly Meeting.
Recollections from our oldest Friends were so precious to hear.
Deep experiences and humorous ones engaged us and helped us
get to know each other better. We look forward to an evening
program on Meeting the Spiritual Needs of New Attenders tomor-
row. Our time together will round out with creative presentations
by Junior Yearly Meeting.

Friends, we are comforted to think of you, to exchange
epistles with you, and to be able to visit some of your gatherings.
We lift up a prayer of thanksgiving for faithful Friends around the
world and we welcome your prayers for us. As we are obedient to
the motion of Christ among us to love one another, may we be-
come as the leaven mixed into the bread, which makes it nourish-
ing. Surely Christ, the Great Friend, continues to gather a people
to himself all over the world. May we in live in the love and
power He extends over us and thereby hold high the Light that
draws and guides those He is calling.

“But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”

- Isaiah 40:31

Christian Education Camp

The Christian Education Camp report was read and ap-
proved, with appreciation for the energy, enthusiasm and creativi-
ty of the leaders and teen counselors who made the camp possi-
ble.

Christian Education Camp Report

The theme for the 2019 Christian Education Camp was
“Jesus walks with me; I am not alone.” Camp was held on Olney
Friends School’s campus near Barnesville, Ohio First Day, Sixth
Month 16 through Fourth Day, Sixth Month 19. Twenty-seven
campers from preschool through eighth grade, attended, and nine
high school students assisted as counselors. Four adults spent the
night in the dorm, with other committee members and volunteers
helping during the day.

We were blessed not to have rain First Day afternoon and
evening, plus all day Second Day. We enjoyed swimming at the
Barnesville pool First Day evening. Second Day afternoon was
spent hiking around the lake at the Barnesville park, playing on
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the amazing playground, and some water balloon games. A
cookout and games in the Locust Grove were once again enjoyed
by local Friends as well as campers. We did have some rain
Third Day afternoon which prevented our planned trip to Bark-
camp but everyone enjoyed playing “chair basketball” in the gym
instead. Performing in skits, reenacting our own versions of Bi-
ble stories, Third Day evening allowed campers and counselors
alike to try out some of their acting skills.

Jean Cooper, a local Methodist pastor with roots in Ohio
Yearly Meeting, took on the task of teaching Bible lessons to the
older boys and girls, which was most of the campers, during the
mornings. Hope Walsh and Marisa Becerra bravely lead Bible
lessons and activities for the six preschool and kindergarten age
campers. JoMae Rockwell lead craft classes with the assistance
of other adults and teen counselors. Kathy Kovalick spear headed
snacks; three times a day, once again. Her hard work of helping
keep us fed is deeply appreciated. Kathy also planned a Bible
scavenger hunt for one evening and everyone enjoyed ice cream
sandwiches as a prize for completing the hunt. Gwen Giffen led
us in times of song, accompanying us on her guitar. She helped
to mentor a teen counselor in starting to learn how to accompany
a group on his guitar. It was a special blessing to have Paul
Becerra, the dad of a camper and counselor, join us for camp. He
provided some male mentoring for the young men and stayed the
nights in the dorm.

Olney’s cooks kept us well fed with delicious meals.
Some of the teen counselors stepped up and performed dish crew
for camp as Olney did not provide their own dish crew this year.
Bob and Winnie Stratton hosted the teen counselors for an even-
ing of spiritual sharing and banana splits.

The committee is very grateful for everyone, both a part
of the committee and volunteers, who helped prepare for camp,
set up, cleaned up, and prayed. For Christian Education Camp to
happen, it takes many people with many gifts and talents to come
together from the beginning of planning, during the winter, to the
time camp takes place in Sixth Month. The committee is also
very grateful for all the monetary donations it receives from
Meetings and individuals, these helped make Camp possible. The
committee would like to request its usual $1,500 allotment from
Ohio Yearly Meeting for Christian Education Camp for 2020.
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$2,768.9

8/1/2018 5

Financial Report

Beginning Fund Balance

Camp Revenue

5.90 Bank Interest

1,500.00  Yearly Meeting Funding
1,932.00  Camper fees

135.07 Donations

$

3,572.97 Revenue

Camp Expenses

$(3,952.0
0)
($7.62)

($30.00)
(859.03)
($40.46)
($22.00)
($57.93)

$(4,169.0
4)

Paid to Olney for Board and Lodging.
Gifts

Pool rental
Snacks

Crafts

Postage

Copies & Pictures

Expenses for 2018 CEC

$
(596.07)

Net Gain/(Loss)

$27.02
7/31/201  $
9 2,145.86

Cash on hand

Belmont Savings Account

$2,172.8
8

Camp Fund Balance
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After announcements, the session concluded with brief
waiting worship, purposing to reconvene at 2:00 PM on Sixth
Day, Eighth Month 09.

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, Sixth Day,
Eighth Month 09, Afternoon Session

What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one
of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and
go after that which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath
found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he
cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, say-
ing unto them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which
was lost. 1 say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over
one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just
persons, which need no repentance. - Luke 15: 4-7

We are blessed to have one additional visitor among us:
Anne Marie Hutchinson of Oxford Monthly Meeting, Ohio. Wel-
come, Friend!

Traveling Minute for Anne Marie Hutchinson
28 July 2019
Dear Friends,

We at Oxford Friends Meeting in Oxford, Ohio, send
loving greetings to Friends at Ohio Yearly Meeting
(Conservative), where one of our members, Anne M. Hutchinson,
will attend your Annual Sessions. We ask you to give her your
loving care during her stay.

Anne has been a member of Oxford Friends Meeting
since 2013, and she has the approval of our meeting to travel
among Friends. Anne has studied at Earlham School of Religion
and is currently pursuing studies at Miami University. She has
served as one of Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting’s (OVYM) repre-
sentatives to the FWCC World Plenary in Peru in 2016, and at the
Section of the Americas meetings in 2017 and in 2019. She
serves on the Traveling Ministries Program Group of FWCC Sec-
tion of the Americas.

Anne has gifts of hospitality, presence, listening, teach-
ing, and writing. She has a great interest in the wider world of
Friends, and has become acquainted with Friends representing a
diverse spectrum of theologies and worship styles, as well as geo-
graphic locals. She traveled to East Africa twice for one-month
periods in 2017 and 2018 to work among Friends. Most recently,
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she spent two months in Europe, where she worshipped and visit-
ed with French, German, and Swiss Quakers.

Anne is desirous of visiting among Friends in Ohio Year-
ly Meeting (Conservative) to share the joy of Friendly communi-
ty, and to exchange experiences and points of view. It is her
hope, and ours, that this visitation may be fruitful.

We pray that Anne’s travel among you may be blessed.

In the Light,
/s/ Cecilia Shore
Clerk, Oxford Friends Meeting

Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends

The Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends report
was read and approved. Friends expressed appreciation for the
dedication, persistence, and commitment of the committee in car-
rying out its programs and projects.

Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends Report

"That which we have seen & heard declare we unto you,
that ye also may have fellowship with us, and truly our fellowship
is with the Father and His son Jesus Christ." - 1 John 1:3

Issues #54 & 55 of The Conservative Friend were print-
ed and mailed out this past year. Thanks so much Phil Helms for
thy careful work on our Yearly Meeting periodical. He would
appreciate donations of articles for The Conservative Friend.

We did not meet with the new students and staff this
year, but plan to work harder on arranging time for that this com-
ing year. We do miss Elvina.

We have reserved the weekend of 06/26-28/2020 for our
next General Meeting (or Gathering) of Conservative Friends
here on campus. We urge Yearly Meeting members to attend this
time of deep spiritual worship and fellowship.

Thanks so much Phil and Sharon Helms for your care in
the keeping of our accounts for this committee. We are asking
the Yearly Meeting for $500 to help with expenses of the upcom-
ing gathering and printing of The Conservative Friend.

For the Committee,
/s/ Nancy Hawkins, convener
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Financial Report for 07-31-2018 through 06-30-2019
Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends
The Conservative Friend account

Starting Balance (06-30-2018) 214.92
Expenditures:
Printing TCF # 54, 55 236.92
Mailing TCF # 54, 55 311.36
Other postage 51
Check printing 11.80
Income:
Allocation from OYM
Subscriptions, Donations 853.57
Interest 20
Balance in TCF account 508.10
Gathering Account
Starting Balance (06-30-2018) 2,729.10
Expenditures:
Olney for meals and lodging 2,597.00
Stillwater MM for camping 56.00
Income:
Allocation OYM 1000.00
Additional payments from attenders 230.00
Balance in Gathering account. 1,306.10
Final balance (06-30-2019) 1,814.20

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Sharon A. Helms, Treasurer

Memorial Committee

The Memorial Committee report was read and approved.
Friends appreciated the labors of the committee in completing the
outstanding Memorial for William P. Taber, Jr., and proceeding
with other Memorials.

Memorial Committee Report

The Memorial Committee has been moving forward on
the publication of memorials. We have completed the memorial
for Bill Taber. Copies are available today, so be sure to get one!

As we pursue our leading to prepare a booklet containing
several memorials, we propose holding a committee meeting at
Middleton this fall and another at Stillwater next spring. The
booklet is planned to include memorials for the following
Friends:
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Ed Kirk, Martha Giffen, Richard Hall, Susan Bailey, Ev-
erett Hartley, Howard and Myrtle Bailey
This list may be expanded, and we encourage meetings to
consider additional names and let us know by the end of 2019.
Finally, the committee considered the recent concern to
reduce the number of committees. We felt that merging us into
another committee would not reduce our workload, and we prefer
to continue as a separate committee.
On behalf of the committee,
/s/ Seth Hinshaw, convenor

Ministry and Oversight

The Ministry and Oversight report was read and accepted
with appreciation for the faithfulness of the Ministry and Over-
sight clerks, ministers, elders and overseers. Friends united in
clarifying current policy to require annual criminal background
checks for adults working with children and youth. Friends are
reminded that small changes were made to the Ministry and
Oversight Queries and Advices this week. These changes will be
reflected in the copy of the Discipline on the Ohio Yearly Meet-
ing website in the near future.

Ministry and Oversight Report

“There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad

the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most
High...” “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God?”

Dear Friends,

The Scripture verses heading this letter, the first from
Psalm 46 and the second from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthi-
ans, together undergird much of the moving ministry that was
given during our second meeting this week. Those streams, it
was suggested, are ourselves — each person who steps into the
Living Water which is Christ Jesus and then allows Christ’s love
to flow through him or her as a help and blessing to others. Be
willing to serve as such a stream.

In the face of that challenge to greater faithfulness, we
shared our awareness of additional challenges that we have faced
this past year: the ongoing challenge to give up our own under-
standings and instead mind the gentle promptings of God; the
challenge to be consistent in finding a daily time for quiet prayer;
challenges because of the limits of our physical bodies; and more.
We were surprised, though, from time to time, by the appearance
of joy in the midst of a challenge. When we have been faithful in
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trusting the Lord, following His path from the pit of self-will, we
have been dipped in blessing. We hope that has been true for
each of you.

We spent time in each of our two meetings this week
seeking additional discernment about a yearly meeting policy on
background checks for people willing to serve in yearly meeting
programs for our youth, including adult leaders of Young Friends,
Junior Yearly Meeting, and (possibly) Christian Education Camp.
We were in unity about most of the points in the policy, but we
could not find a way clear about how often background checks
should be done on each leader involved. Our minute recording
our points of unity is included with this report. We hope that the
yearly meeting, sometime during our remaining days together this
week, can discern the right answer about frequency of back-
ground checks.

We sought to know what is God leading our yearly meet-
ing to do. God would have us be open to listening, be encourag-
ing to each other, and be faithful and steadfast in the Lord's work.
We pray fervently that God will put in our mouths the words that
are needed to be shared and give us strength to be His willing,
humble servants. We might all be more active, locally and far
afield, in spreading the Good News of Christ’s presence within
us. "Serve the Lord with gladness." (Psalm 100:2). As the Four-
teenth Advice says, “Live in love...ready to be helpful one to an-
other. Rejoice together in the blessings of life, sympathize with
each other in its trials." Finally, “Serve the Lord with glad-
ness.” (Psalm 100:2)

In Christ’s love,
/s/ Susan Smith and Burton Doudna,
Acting and Recording clerks, respectively
Minute on Policy for Safety from Abuse in our Programs for
Young People and Vulnerable Adults

It has been brought to our attention that the Ohio Yearly
Meeting policy on safety from abuse during Ohio Yearly Meeting
programs might need to be amended in order to keep our children
and vulnerable adults as happy and healthy as possible. We pro-
pose to have background checks annually or every five years for
each adult leader of our youth program.

We value having a policy that applies the same level and
intensity of screening to every regularly appointed adult leader in
each category of involvement in a program. People showing an
interest in working with our youth should be informed early in the
process of engaging them that those security checks are a normal
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part of the process.

We propose having a clearly written statement in our
online material and in the printed Agenda explaining why we
have this policy and what its stipulations are. The policy should
be useful to parents, informing them both of the protections in
place for their children and clarifying the parental responsibilities
for facilitating those protections.

It is our discernment that the policy should be in place
not only for our sessions for children and young Friends, but also
for other events for young people sponsored by this yearly meet-
ing.

Committee to Coordinate and Support Outreach

The report of the Committee to Coordinate and Support
Outreach was read and approved. Friends appreciated the contin-
uing efforts of the committee, including their technological out-
reach projects such as the website, Zoom, and others.

Committee to Coordinate and Support Outreach Report

Since last Yearly Meeting, our main focus has been to
redo our website with the intention to make it more informative
and inviting. The new site has been online since the beginning of
Seventh Month. Not many have inquired about us through the
former version of the site, but a few people have shown a genuine
and continuing interest in our understanding of the Gospel, but
they live at great distances, and we have been able to maintain
contact with them only through emails.

At our meeting this year, John C. Smith and Conrad
Lindes exchanged roles; now John will be the treasurer and Con-
rad the committee clerk. We are in the process of developing a
statement of our committee’s mission, methods, and goals, re-
membering that we are to coordinate and support outreach but
that most of the actual work of inviting into, building, and main-
taining community belongs to the Monthly Meetings. In this re-
gard, we will be contacting Monthly Meetings to encourage their
outreach efforts and to connect inquirers who come to us through
the website to be taken under the care of Monthly Meeting mem-
bers who feel led, willing, and available.

We listed many other things that we will pursue in the
future as way opens, such as hosting lectures, discussion groups
and reading groups through our Zoom.com online meeting ac-
count. All OYM meetings, committees, and members are re-
minded that this account is available to them. Contact the com-
mittee through ohioyearlymeeting.org for instructions in it use.
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Outreach Committee Financial Report

Starting Balance $2,295.48
Income:
Yearly Meeting Allocation $25.00
Bank charges reversed $12.00
TOTAL $2,332.48
Expenses
Website subscription $129.35
Zoom subscription $149.90
Bank charges $3.00
TOTAL $282.25
Income minus expenses -$245.25
Final Balance $2,050.23

Friends Center Committee

The Friends Center Committee report was read and ap-
proved, with appreciation for the energy, faithfulness, and out-
reach of the Friends Center programs and efforts. Friends ap-
proved use of $20,000 from the Sale of Olney funds and $10,000
from the Katharine Jacobsen bequest, for the proposed expansion
of the Friends Center building. These funds are to be placed in a
special account, the Friends Center Building Fund, while Friends
Center raises additional funds for this project. Work on the pro-
ject will not begin until Friends Center has raised 90 percent of
the projected cost of the expansion.

Friends Center Committee Report

The Presence of the Living Christ has been felt in the
work of Friends Center this year with results that have not always
met our expectations but have blessed us nonetheless. A week-
end planned for Tenth Month was cancelled due to insufficient
enrollment, and another we hoped to have in New England in
Fourth Month generated very little interest. The two that were
held, the Eleventh Month weekend on the Beatitudes and in Third
Month on vocal ministry were well attended and quite edifying to
all.

The continued success of our Eleventh and Third Month
weekends and the disappointing response to those offered in
Tenth and Fourth Month led to some deep and moving explora-
tion within our committee regarding where the spiritual hunger
lies, what food we offer, and how we can faithfully grow to serve
the need. While Representative Meeting appointed a Prayer &
Listening Committee to address declining numbers and visibility
and the resulting increased burden on the remaining active mem-
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bers of Ohio Yearly Meeting, Friends Center Committee has been
experiencing a growing vitality in this work. There is indeed a
deep well of Living Water among us, and as we return to it again
and again we find it becoming, as Jesus promised it would,
streams of Living Water that flow out from us to enliven others.
We are committed to faithfully pursuing this work in ways that
transcend geographic and other limitations. We are open to new
ideas regarding opportunities to encourage this Life both within
our yearly meeting and beyond.

Fourteen years ago, Friends Center joined with a number
of East Coast Friends to establish an annual event called Quaker
Spring, which continues to be an outreach and fellowship oppor-
tunity for Friends near and far who are seeking a deeper experi-
ence of Life in Christ. Sylvia Thomas and David Male were
blessed to be able to attend this year’s Quaker Spring at Woolman
Hill in Massachusetts. That group expressed gratitude for Syl-
via’s and David’s presence. The Quaker Spring planning com-
mittee looks forward to returning to Barnesville next year and is
hoping for more participation from Conservative Friends. Please
consider attending all or part of this week-long “pay as led” op-
portunity next Sixth Month.

We are also experiencing a growing sense of Friends
Center as a bridge between Ohio Yearly Meeting and Olney
Friends School, as it was originally envisioned. We are encour-
aged that the current administration of the school shares our en-
thusiasm for this connection. Between the deep historic faith in
the Living Christ that is Ohio Yearly Meeting and the open door
to young people from a variety of backgrounds that is Olney,
there is a dynamic interchange that can benefit both and, perhaps,
the world beyond.

Our little house just down the hill continues to be availa-
ble for individual and small group retreats. Two Friends Center
weekends are currently planned for the coming year, one in Elev-
enth Month led once again by Kenneth Jacobsen featuring the
teachings of Jesus in the Gospel of John, and one in Third Month
about meeting for worship centering on William Taber’s “Four
Doors to Meeting for Worship” led by Burton Doudna and David
Male. We invite Friends to prayerfully consider attending one or
both of these events to experience the Life that is growing among
us. Brochures are available; mark your calendars.
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Financial Report
Fiscal Year 7/1/2018 to 6/30/2019
Beginning Cash Balance 6/30/2018 § 8,599.76
Income
$ 1,631.00 Donations - Use of Morlan
2,903.50  Events
0.31 Interest
950.00  OYM Appropriation
$ 5,484.81
Expenses
$ 870.00 Event Food & Supplies
398.00  Speaker Expenses
786.99  Maintenance & Cleaning
1,574.66  Utilities
51.75 Miscellaneous

$ 3,681.40
Ending Cash Balance 6/30/2019 $10,403.17
Net Gain $1,803.41

Property Report and Request

Robert Rockwell solved the basement flooding issue that
we had last year just by digging a ditch to redirect the rain water
that was accumulating at the northwest corner of the building.
No expensive excavation or foundation work was needed. This
happy news has drawn our attention to long-needed improve-
ments on the north side of the building. We are considering a
plan to replace the crumbling patio with a 20 feet by 30 feet ex-
tension that would provide dining and meeting space, allowing
the basement to be converted into additional bedrooms as funds
permit. These improvements will better enable Friends Center to
fulfil its mission while providing hospitality and cooperation be-
tween Ohio Yearly Meeting, Stillwater Monthly Meeting, Olney
Friends School and visitors from near and far. With the yearly
meeting’s blessing, we believe this project could be completed
with $10,000 Friends Center funds, $10,000 from Katharine Ja-
cobsen’s bequest and $20,000 from the proceeds of the sale of top
campus to Olney Friends School, with the balance raised from
individual donations. We ask for your approval, prayers and sug-
gestions.

Agenda Committee
The Agenda Committee report was read and approved.
Friends appreciate the energy, planning, and determination of the
committee, as well as the careful management of costs and ser-
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vices, and particularly, the work of Sharon Helms.
Agenda Committee Report

Another agenda completed for Ohio Year Meeting
(Conservative)! It is an exciting achievement when this docu-
ment goes to the printer!

We would be pleased to have all of you be a part of this
experience by way of offering suggestions or ideas that would be
of interest or be informative to you. If there is a question or a
comment on your mind we would like to hear about it. You are
very welcome to contact any of us on the committee with ideas or
critiques.

The evening programs offered are meant to be interesting
as well as informative. There is a wealth of knowledge and edu-
cation within our meeting that can bring us a variety of topics
especially regarding the Scriptures, history of the Religious Soci-
ety of Friends and the love and mercy of Christ Jesus.

It is our pleasure to do this work together to produce a
good agenda for all of you. Please help us to make the next one
the very best we can. Letting us know of any change or need of a
given committee is a good start. We have been keeping track of
changes as we saw the need during business sessions but are sure
there are other additions or changes needed.

We have been blessed this year with very generous dona-
tions that will allow more Friends to come to Yearly Meeting
with financial assistance. Bringing more interested people to be
among us may very well spark growth and possible membership.

The Agenda Committee requests a $ 1000.00 allocation
for OYM 2020.

Members of the Agenda Committee: Sharon Helms, Con-
vener & Registrar; Bridget Casterline and Constance Bair-
Thompson, Asst. Registrars; Philip Helms, ex officio; Arthur
Berk, Nancy Hawkins, Sarah Parsons, Earl Smith, Robert Rock-
well, Loisanne Rockwell & Terry Wallace
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Financial Report
06/30/2018 through 6/30/2019

Starting Balance 06/30/2018 1,765.03

Income
Attenders payment of meals and lodging ............ 5,312.00
OYM ALOCAtION ....coveeeiiieeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeaeen 1,000.00
Dividend Credit .....coceeeieiiieiieiieeeeeiee e 1.32
Total income 6,313.32

Expenditures

First four entries are for 2018 YM

Friends Center — meals .........ccecererienenienenencee 197.00
Stillwater MM — camping.........ccccceeeeeevveereeseennenne 104.00
Nursery Child care...........cooovivviiiiiiiiinennn, 25.00
Olney Friends School — meals/lodging................ 3,345.00
Barnesville EVSD/ background checks.................. 135.00
Campus Use Fee/ Deposit...2019.......ccccceeeeeneene 1,000.00
Postage — Agendas to MM..........cocevviieiieniieneeneens 66.50
Registrar Xpenses .......ccuveeveeeveerreereerieeseennesneanens 122.06
Total expenses 4,994.56

Income minus expenses 1,318.76

Ending Balance 6/30/2019 .......cccvvveiiieiiieinicnnnens 3,083.79

Excerpt from the Epistle from Switzerland Yearly Meeting

Our theme for the weekend was “Peace Building Today
and QCEA.” As we focused on coming together and setting the
foundations for our gathering we were given two citations.

“I have heard some Friends deny their anger in a silent
‘peace’ where there is no understanding of each other. Such
Friends are angry but by their silence the progress of world
peace has stood still. If we are angry we know how wars develop.
It does not matter who’s wrong. What matters is that we care
enough to talk to each other.” Sue Norris. 1982. Q.F.and P.
20.68

“If you want peace, you don’t talk to your friends. You
talk to your enemies.” Desmond Tutu

These ideas brought our attention to the light within, and
how we can support each other in extending that light in the
world.
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General Queries

The Eighth and Ninth General Queries were read, with
the responses of the three Quarterly Meetings and the Proposed
Ohio Yearly Summaries. The Summaries were approved.

Eighth Query: Are we careful to use the affirmation ra-
ther than the oath? Do we avoid gambling and speculation based
on the principles of chance?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: We endeavor to be
faithful to Christ’s command not to swear oaths, taking care to
use the affirmation when in a legal situation. However, language
on government forms and electronic filings continues to stress
“under penalty of perjury” or similar language, and Friends have
not yet devised a satisfactory way to avoid this de facto oath. If
we always speak the truth then we cannot commit perjury. We
avoid gambling, lotteries, and other financial speculation as un-
earned gains and a lack of trust in God’s provision.

Ninth Query: Are we sensitive to the problems of family
living? Do we offer counseling to couples both before and after
marriage? How are we helping individuals, married couples and
family units to strengthen and enrich their lives?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: We try to be sensitive
to the problems of family living and are sometimes uncomforta-
bly aware of difficulties in our families and meetings. We have
no recent marriages, but do counsel informally with friends and
adult children in regard to marriage. Our attempts to help indi-
viduals, married couples and family units strengthen and enrich
their lives typically happens during worship, sharing in faith
study and in fellowship. Some are not active as Friends, but we
support them in their own spiritual journey and hold them in
prayer, sharing our beliefs and practices as way opens. We offer
ourselves as living examples of love and cooperation in relation-
ships, and we seek to convey our experience that peace and har-
mony grow from finding and following God’s guidance.

Epistle from Iowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative)
Dear Friends of Ohio Yearly Meeting (Conservative),

And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excel-
lency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of
God. For I determined not to know anything among you save
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness,
and in fear, and in much trembling. 1 Corinthians 2: 1-3 (KJV)

Truly I have looked into the very heart of darkness and
refused to yield to its paralyzing influence, but in Spirit, I am one
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of those who walk the morning. What if all dark, discouraging
moods of the human mind come across my way as thick as the dry
leaves of autumn? Other feet have traveled that road before me,
and I know the desert leads to God as surely as the green, re-
freshing fields, and fruitful orchards. I, too, have been profound-
ly humiliated and brought to realize my littleness amid the im-
mensity of creation. Helen Keller; My Religion, 1927; Sweden-
borg Foundation, Inc., N.Y.

We send you warm greetings from lowa Yearly Meeting
(Conservative) as we have gathered at our cherished Scattergood
Friends School and Farm, Seventh Month, 23 through 28, 2019
for the one hundred forty-second annual sessions of our yearly
meeting. We missed the presence of a visitor from Ohio Yearly
Meeting (Conservative) and feel regret that we likewise missed
the opportunity to send [YM(C) members to your sessions. We
look forward in good cheer, as God wills, to again invite an ex-
change of visitation, to enjoy the presence of Friends from your
yearly meeting among us, Seventh Month, 22 thru 26, 2020.

As in past years, we have gathered for worship, tended to
the business of Yearly Meeting, attended Bible studies and inter-
est groups, browsed and perhaps spent more than we intended at
the Yearly Meeting book table, and received of the Spirit from
those offering evening Collection. Whether sitting on the deck
beneath the giant maple in front of the entrance to the school’s
Main, taking long walks together on the campus grounds, or talk-
ing as we wash pots and pans, we have enjoyed the deep fellow-
ship and opportunities as earlier Friends would say, “to know
each other in that which is eternal.” Once again, we have felt in
unity with Friends around the world (as we learned in epistles
from other yearly meetings) and with Friends across the ages (as
we have learned by reading materials and hearing about the lives
of early Friends) in experiencing both the power of the Holy
One’s Love and the challenges bestowed on us as Friends of Je-
sus, to live more fully into that Love.

We ask, “What can we as a small yearly meeting, as
monthly meetings, or as individual Friends do to even begin to
make a difference in this hurting world?” In committee meet-
ings, during business sessions, and through interest groups and
Collection presenters, we began hearing and feeling the Spirit of
God teach us via accompaniment with each other.

This year the theme of annual sessions has been Accom-
paniment and Giving Voice.

He hath shewed thee what is good,; and what doth the

70



Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and love mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God? Micah 6:8 (KJV)

Evening Collection presenters shared how God and Spirit
have accompanied them in various parts of their lives. Two for-
mer clerks of IYM(C) shared personal examples showing why
they came to love the Religious Society of Friends and meeting
for worship with attention to business. Each shared how their
preceding clerk helped prepare them by sharing that the key to
good clerking is to trust the Body. The work of the clerk is to
help keep the Body centered so all have the best opportunity to
recognize and hear that still, small Voice of God. (1 Kings 19:11-
13 KJV) As we worship with attention to business and consider
the business of the meeting, the Spirit accompanies us and we
also accompany each other. The former clerks provided oppor-
tunity for others to share their profound experiences during meet-
ing for business. It was good to remember how wonderful meet-
ing for business can be when we remain intentional, and the
clerks and body work together to discern God’s will. They con-
cluded with a reminder that no matter how good we get at holding
meetings for worship with attention to business, it will be for
naught if we do not approach all we do in the Spirit of Love.

When asked by an expert in the Law, “Who is my neigh-
bor?” Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan. (Luke 10:25-
37) In the parable, the Samaritan aided the injured man while two
religious leaders passed him by. In another Collection, we were
helped to examine the challenges of learning an anti-racist ap-
proach to bridging racial divides so prevalent in our society. We
recognized that we are often comfortable with the current race-
relations status quo. We were reminded of a quote by James
Baldwin, “Not everything that is faced can be changed. But noth-
ing can be changed until it is faced.” We learned that we need to
develop an understanding and acceptance of our role in oppres-
sion. Working on ourselves, we might ask, “How am I colluding
with oppression?” and “How are the words I choose and my per-
sonal choices furthering the oppression of other racial, economic,
or ideologic groups?” We were encouraged to seek, follow our
calling, and participate in and/or create community actions for
justice and equality. We began learning about both accompany-
ing and giving space for others to share voice.

Another Collection presenter pointed out that we are
called not only to accompany and give voice to other people, but
also the animals that share in our lives and planet. She shared
about her life-long experience of finding spiritual connection in
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accompaniment, first with horses in her youth, next by learning
an integrated training in healing massage for injured horses, and
most recently how to accompany and give voice to those who are
dying. She tenderly shared her very personal experience of being
present and holding sacred space in accompanying her mother as
she declined and passed.

Though difficult at times, it was a tender, loving and en-
lightening experience, instructing her in a new appreciation of the
Spirit-filled, life-death journey that we all walk.

The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want. He maketh me
to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside still waters.
He restoreth my soul. Yea though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death I shall fear no evil for Thou art with me."
Psalms 23: 1-4 (KJV)

Yet another Collection presenter helped us focus on be-
ing aware of Spirit in our lives both in joyous and difficult times.
She courageously shared through song and stories how the Spirit
has been present in her life and how that has led her to help others
by studying and becoming a licensed acupuncturist.

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord all ye lands. Serve the
Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing. Know
ye that the Lord he is God... Psalms 100: 1 — 3 (KJV)

Spirit has moved among us and in us during the commit-
tee meetings and business sessions of IYMC. Of course, the re-
ports of Scattergood Friends School and Farm Head of School,
Farm manager, Yearly Meeting and Scattergood Trustees, and
School Committee remain very important parts of Annual Ses-
sions. We are gratified to learn the freshman and sophomore
classes have been bigger than in the past several years. It contin-
ues to be our experience that by accompanying and giving voice
in the manner of Friends practices, and in seeking to be present
for staff, faculty, and students in Love, the work of the School,
staff and students are our outreach to the wider world and will
continue to be for years to come, beyond what we will ever know.

And finally, perhaps most precious to all of us, we found
great joy in being accompanied in each of our times of worship
by all members of our community from youngest to oldest. The
accompaniment of our children gives us joy beyond joy; and giv-
ing them voice and the opportunity to recognize and listen to the
voice of the Spirit in their hearts and recognize it in others as
well, is our biggest responsibility.

With Love and on behalf of
Iowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative),
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/s/ Deborah Dakin, clerk

Our Representatives Committee recommended as a first

step in seeking to make Annual Sessions more accessible to a

wider number of Friends, that we shorten annual sessions by one

day. This was approved, so next year’s sessions will begin on

Fourth Day instead of Third Day. Our sessions next year will be,

God willing, at Scattergood School & Farm near West Branch,
lowa from Seventh Month 22 to 26, 2020.

Robert Rockwell announced that we can save considera-
ble funds on our insurance by switching to Mennonite Mutual,
and the Property Trustees are exploring this option.

After announcements, the session concluded with brief
waiting worship, purposing to reconvene at 10:00 AM on Seventh
Day, Eighth Month 10.

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, Seventh Day,
Eighth Month 10, Morning Session

The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentiful-
ly: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, be-
cause I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said,
This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and
there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to
my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take
thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him,
Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then
whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he
that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

- Luke 12: 16-21

Ushers
On behalf of the entire gathering at these sessions, we
would like to thank our two young ushers, Sean Lentz and Samu-
el Wilber, for important service in distributing our documents.
They have been polite, efficient, and very competent in their du-
ties. We look forward to their presence with us, in whatever ca-
pacities, in many years to come.

Junior Yearly Meeting and Young Friends

The combined Junior Yearly Meeting and Young Friends
report was read, including minutes by the youth recorded during
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the week. Friends approved this combined report, with apprecia-
tion for the talent, energy, creativity, and whimsy of the adult
leaders, and the unquenchable energy and vitality of the youth.
We love them!

Junior Yearly Meeting and Young Friends Report

That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world. - John 1: 9
Greetings in Christ,

This year Junior Yearly Meeting was blessed to have as
many as twelve young people attending, ranging in age from 5-
17.

We used the George Fox song to guide our discussions
around early Quakerism. We learned about early Quakers, such
as George Fox, Margaret Fell, William Penn, Elizabeth Hooton,
and Mary Dyer. Their stories illustrated how their faithfulness to
the Christ within helped form our understanding of Scripture and
led to many of our Quaker testimonies.

We practiced an old Israeli folk dance and learned that
the Hebrew lyrics are from Isaiah 12:3. We also enjoyed crafts
and activities including water balloons, slime making, shirt deco-
rating, candle holder decorating, and elephant toothpaste.
Shawna always had a creative way of connecting our fun activi-
ties with the lesson of the day. Nancy drew portraits of the chil-
dren, much to everyone’s delight.

They have been working on a program for this evening
and look forward to seeing you all there.

For the committee,
Shawna Roberts, Nancy Hawkins,
Conrad Lindes, and Debora Taber

08-06-2019

We introduced ourselves.

We listened to the George Fox song.

We had shacks.

We talked about George Fox and William Penn.

We read a William Penn quote about following God.
We talked about what a Christian is.

We talked about the program for Seventh Day.

We got our pictures taken.

We talked about safety.
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We talked about baptism.
We had waiting worship at the end.
08-07-2019 Morhing

ShaCk first then we moved on to things the
children and adults were grateful for, following that
we sang the (George Fox song, and discussed the song
and its meaning, painted glass cues (?) with nail polish.
Nancy started tO draw some Of the children, Liam
read some epistles discussed writing our epistle.
Talked about Mary Fisher. Verses [Luke 8: 16 and
John 8: 12.
08-07-2019 Afternoon

We had shaCck and talked about gratitude.
Sang and practiced a dance. TWe talked about the
second verse of the (eorge Fox sonhg about a book
and a steeple. e also read an epistle and talked
about early Quakers belief about religious trappings.
Nancy drew more portraitS and our ballooh fight got
postpohed.
08-08-2019 Morhing
Folk dance ih wet grass.
Bee sting first aid.
A bee sting is aCid and baking soda heutralizes it.
We talked about what we were grateful for.
We sang the (George Fox song.
We read an epistle.
We talked about Seventh Day progratm.
Made elephant toothpaste.
We talked about hot taking oaths. Matthew 5:3¢, 37.
We talked about Elizabeth Hooten.
We talked about not being able to Kill the devil with a
guh or a sword.
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08-09-2019
Sang the (zeorge FoX song.
Worked on T-shirts.
Discussed the program.
Bible verses: Matthew 5:4¢, Johnh 18:36
Talked about Elizabeth Hooten.
Talked about being imprisoned.
TRead an epistle from a Junior Yearly Meeting.
08-10-2019 Morhing

First today, we all listed things we were grate-
ful for and then we sang the George Fox song. e
talked about Mary Dyer and contihued on our T-
shirts from yesterday. While working on T-shirts we
figured out what we wanht to do for our program On
Seventh Day. Nancy worked on a few more drawings
Of all Of us; they were beautiful.
08-10=2019 Afternoon

In the afternoon the Junior Yearly Meeting
practiced our (zeorge Fox song. After making our list
Of gratitudes, we talked about George FOX’s Vision of
dark and light, ahd discussed what a Vision is and the
difference between hallucinations and Vvisions. After
our discussion we went into the KitChen anhd mixed
OUr concoctions Of Slime to represent the oceans of
dark and light. Te read the epistle from Sweden
Yearly Meeting. To close we practiced our folk
danhce.

Audit and Budget Committee

The report of the Audit and Budget Committee was read
and approved with appreciation of the care, attention, and profes-
sionalism of the committee and the Treasurers. Friends are
blessed by Dennis Rockwell’s willingness to serve as Treasurer
for another year, and Marie Bundy’s willingness to continue serv-

ing as well. The Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 was
read and approved.
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Audit and Budget Committee Report

The Audit and Budget Committee met with the Treasurer
and Assistant Treasurer. Based on a brief review of the books we
are satisfied that all is in order.

In preparing a budget, we were mindful of the loss of an-
other Monthly Meeting. The laying down of Short Creek provid-
ed a boost to our finances last year. Without this, our income
would not have covered our expenses. Not only will we not have
this income next year, but our reliance on it points out underper-
formance of Monthly Meeting donations last year.

With this in consideration, we reduced expenditures
where we felt we could. Not all committees received what they
asked for. Donations to Friends Disaster Service and Right Shar-
ing of World Resources were decreased since our involvement
with them is not the same as it is for the other organizations we
contribute to. Even with these cuts, the history of Monthly Meet-
ing contributions indicate that we will run a deficit of about
$1,600.

We understand that a significant portion of Short Creek’s
membership was transferred to other Meetings. In theory, this
means that those other meetings will be able to increase their do-
nations to the Yearly Meeting. However, appreciation of this un-
derstanding is necessary for contributions to actually increase.

We urge all Monthly Meetings to carefully consider their
responsibilities.

As Friends review the budget, they may note a new line
item called Ad Hoc Committees. It was realized that committees
created by Yearly or Representative Meetings in sessions, are not
reflected in the budget even though they may have expenses. In
fact, almost half of this budget line this year will be applied to
expenses occurred last year.

Dennis Rockwell and Marie Bundy have agreed to serve
another term.

A strong sense of appreciation was felt by this committee
as these Friends committed to another term of service. We partic-
ularly would like the Yearly Meeting be aware of the work and
dedication demonstrated over many years by Dennis Rockwell.

Respectfully submitted,
Charles Thomas, Jr., David Casterline,
David Eley, Beverly Shull
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Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2019-2020

Revenue

Book Sales

Fundraising

Monthly Meeting Donations
Other Donations

Disbursements

Agenda Committee $ 1,000.00
Christian Education Camp 1,200.00
Clerk's Expenses 200.00
Copy Machine Supplies 200.00
Ad Hoc Committees 500.00
FCNL 500.00
Friends Center 1,000.00
Friends Disaster Service 250.00
FWCC 500.00
Historical Committee 25.00
Hominy Center 100.00
Insurance 2,500.00
Junior Yearly Meeting 50.00
Outreach Committee 25.00
OYM Property Trustees 1,500.00
Peace & Human Relations 100.00
Printing 1,250.00
RSWR 250.00
Travel Fund 2,850.00
Walton Home 10,000.00
Water 150.00
WFCF 500.00
Total Disbursements $ 24,650.00

1. The Historical Committee is authorized to draw up to $2,500,
from the Chester E. Hartley Fund, for painting needs.

2. Reminder: Treasurer has standing authority to draw up to
$5,000 from General funds with Fiduciary Trustees.

/s/ Dennis Rockwell, Treasurer

78



Funds Invested w/

Fiduciary Trustees: 70118 Bal 6:30-19 Bal Change

Sale of Property to OFS $ 74,820.31 $ 80,057.73 $§ 5,237.42

Chester E. Hartley Maintanc 13,670.57 1462751 $ 956.94

General Funds 61,059.23 65,263.92 $§  4,204.69
$ 149,550.11 '$ 159,949.16 $ 10,399.05

Changes to Fund Balances:

Annual Distribution $ 523742

Annual Distribution $ 956.94

Lease Pmts. - OFS & Walton Home $ 1,001.00

Annual Distribution $ 3,203.69

Administrative Queries

The five Administrative Queries were read, with the re-
sponses of the three Quarterly Meetings and the Proposed Ohio
Yearly Meeting Summaries. The Summaries were approved as
amended.

First Administrative Query: What new meetings have
been established? Have any meetings been discontinued?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: No meetings have
been established or discontinued. Chesterfield Monthly Meeting
reports they accepted joint care of Tahlequah Friends Fellowship
of Tahlequah, OK, which is also under the care of Hominy
Monthly Meeting of Great Plains Yearly Meeting.

Second Administrative Query: Do parents take an ac-
tive interest in the administration and quality of teaching of the
schools which their children attend? Is each Meeting making ef-
fective efforts to aid parents in the suitable religious instruction of
their children?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: We continue to be in-
terested in the education of our children as well as nieces, neph-
ews, and grandchildren, although some have no children of
school age. Parents and grandparents take an active interest in
the administration and quality of teaching in their schools. Our
meetings attempt to support parents in providing religious educa-
tion to complement the more secular education, such as having
First Day School where Bible principles are reinforced and are
also shared at home, and annual Christian Education Camp..

Third Administrative Query: Have the General Queries
been read and deliberately pondered and answered in all our
meetings? Have the Advices been regularly read? Is the best
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possible time chosen for their reading, suitable for deliberate con-
sideration of them by all Friends and attenders for their individu-
al, spiritual refreshment?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: General Queries are
read, deliberately pondered and answered in all our meetings.
Advices are read as we feel led, usually during First Day worship.

Fourth Administrative Query: Are former minute
books, all interment charts and all records of similar importance,
stored in a suitable fireproof safe or vault?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: Some of our historic
records are kept in the vaults at Olney and Salem, some in respec-
tive meetinghouses and others are kept in the clerk or other mem-
ber’s homes. Some copies are maintained in libraries, historical
societies or safety deposit boxes, in hard copy, digital or micro-
film format. While not all meetings have cemeteries under their
care, meetings which do maintain interment charts, either in se-
cure locations or with back-up copies. One meeting lost some
minutes due to a fire at the clerk’s home this past year.

Fifth Administrative Query: Are our meetings for busi-
ness regularly held; fully, and promptly attended? Are they con-
ducted in a loving and solemn concern to make concerted effort
toward unity of spirit?

Ohio Yearly Meeting Summary: As way opens, all
meetings for business are regularly held and promptly attended by
local members. Meetings are conducted in a loving and solemn
concern. We strive to hold each meeting in a spirit of unity, and
they usually result in that spirit.

Epistle from North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative)
Dear Friends of Ohio Yearly Meeting,

While gathered on the campus of the University of North
Carolina at Wilmington on Seventh Month 11-14, 2019, for our
three hundred twenty-second Annual Sessions, we send warm
greetings of love to our friends in Ohio Yearly Meeting. We
were so happy to receive your epistle, which gave us insight into
your concerns and deliberations. We are blessed this year by the
presence of Anne Marie Tabor from Ohio, who shared with us
information on Olney Friends School. Our member Nancy Craft
(Virginia Beach Meeting) again plans to visit your sessions this
year, and we look forward to hearing about them when she re-
turns.

Our theme this year was “Retire to the quietness; let the
light shine,” which brings together two thoughts of Robert Bar-
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clay. These words indeed describe how our shared time together
gave us a quiet space to retire and reflect, so that we may better
let our light shine. This year finds Friends on both a monthly and
yearly meeting level wrestling with questions of how to best let
that light shine — how to live out our faith in a divided nation and
a world characterized by systemic racism, inequality and milita-
rism -- and what practically needs to be in place to support those
efforts.

We have struggled over what should be our relationship
to the Poor People’s Campaign, in which many of our monthly
meetings are active participants. However, at these sessions, we
came to clarity with a statement of endorsement for the Campaign
that we will publicize (attached). We approved the creation of
both a budget line-item and a committee for the purpose of sup-
porting those in monthly meetings working with the Campaign.

Our Book of Discipline revision is in its sixth year. The
committee has been faithful in its work and we are grateful for all
it has done. At this session, provisional approval was given to the
section on the Queries. A central activity of our yearly meeting is
the reading of the monthly meetings’ answers to the Queries, and
their State of the Meeting reports, to the gathered body. In those
exercises this year, Friends shared moving accounts of their meet-
ings’ struggles, joys, sorrows and growth that helped us better
understand our shared opportunities and challenges.

On Fifth Day evening, Toby Berla (Durham Meeting) led
us in “Reflecting on the Images of the Cross.” He shared with us
the history of what the cross has meant to different religious com-
munities. He asked us to think of the cross as a place where
chronos and kairos — the temporal and eternal, the human and
divine -- meet. He then led those present in a wide-ranging dis-
cussion of what the cross means to us today.

On Sixth Day evening, Visiting Friend Johan Maurer
(Sierra Cascades Yearly Meeting, Moscow Monthly Meeting)
was inspired by a text from Robert Barclay’s Apology, “For,
when I came into the silent assemblies of God’s people, I felt a
secret power among them” to explore both how we encounter the
“secret power” of the Divine and how we share such truth. He
then illustrated how these processes informed his experience in
Russia as a Friend who wanted to share his faith, but could not
always do so openly. He stressed the positive, loving relation-
ships that can be established between Russians and Americans.

During our time together, we heard from several repre-
sentatives of Quaker organizations and ministries.
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e Nikki Holland of FUM’s Belize Friends Ministries
asked for our prayers and financial support.

e Emma Condori of Holiness Friends Yearly Meeting
in Bolivia, and Director of the Friends International
Bilingual Center in LaPaz, told us about the climate
change work of the International Quaker Youth Ac-
tion Project, which brings together youth in Bolivia
and youth in the United States.

¢ Riley Robinson of Friends Committee on National
Legislation spoke of FCNL’s mission and accom-
plishments.

e Nancy Haines (Durham Meeting) reported for the
Friends Committee on North Carolina Legislation,
newly created to help bring the values of Friends to
the state political process. While FCNCL is under
the spiritual care of Piedmont Friends Yearly Meet-
ing, they are a group that is independent of any year-
ly meeting, and welcome all to participate in their
work.

e Mary Jo Klingle of Quaker Earthcare Witness an-
nounced that Lauri Langham (Durham Meeting) will
be visiting the monthly meetings, and that Earthcare
Witness will be meeting in Durham in April 2020.

e Director Kindra Bradley reported that Quaker House
is on the eve of their fiftieth anniversary celebration.
At a Seventh Day evening program, she shared the
work of Quaker House through a series of new vide-
os, followed by a panel discussion featuring past di-
rectors Bob Gosney and Chuck Fager, as well as cur-
rent counselors Lenore Yarger and Steve Wollford.

We were blessed with many families with young chil-
dren. A devoted team of volunteers offered a robust children’s
and youth program that included games, activities and trips to the
beach. Visiting Friend Chuck Jones (Chattanooga Meeting) of-
fered a daily “Kites, Wind and Spirit” program. The children and
youth also spent time helping at the Good Shepherd Shelter.

Ruby Braye led a daily intergenerational Bible study on
the Gospel of John (4:24, 16:13, 6:63), the First Letter of John
(4:4) and Galatians (6:16). We also had several interest group
meetings, a book room, shared activities and shared meals. On
Seventh Day evening, Friends enjoyed an intergenerational talent
show. Friends had many opportunities for spiritual growth and
fellowship in our time together, whether during evening snack
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time or walking across campus together. The weather was hot
and humid, but the lovely campus landscaping featured many
shade trees, and we appreciated the hawks and other birds who
live there.

We hold you in our hearts and pray that you know the
love that we have for you, and experience the Love of God with
which we have been so richly blessed. Please know that it would
warm our hearts if you were able to visit with us next year. We
will meet for our three hundred twenty-third session in Greensbo-
ro, NC, Seventh Month 9-12, 2020, if in accordance with Divine
Will.

On behalf of
North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative),
/s/ Gwen Gosney Erickson, Clerk

North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative) of the Re-
ligious Society of Friends (Quakers) endorses the Poor People’s
Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival. The work of this
nonviolent campaign is consonant with long held Quaker values
and testimonies of equality, peace, justice, honoring that of God
in everyone, and concern for our environment. QOur yearly meet-
ing is committed to providing spiritual and financial support to
our monthly meetings and individual members in their activities
on behalf of the Poor People’s Campaign.

--Approved Seventh Month 14, 2019 by NCYM(C)

Appeal for Peace 2019
Friends considered the proposed Appeal for Peace 2019
with extended discussion. Friends concluded the proposal re-
quired more discussion, and agreed to a special business session
this afternoon.

After announcements, the session concluded with brief
waiting worship, purposing to reconvene at 2:00 PM on Seventh
Day, Eighth Month 10.

Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends, Seventh Day,
Eighth Month 10, Afternoon/Special Session

Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great mul-
titude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of
the people. Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying,
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast. And
forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master, and kissed

83



him. And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come?
Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus and took him. And, be-
hold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched out his hand,
and drew his sword, and struck a servant of the high priest's, and
smote off his ear. Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy
sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish
with the sword. Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Fa-
ther, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of
angels? But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it
must be? - Matthew 26: 47-54

Appeal for Peace 2019

Friends considered the proposed Appeal for Peace 2019,
with extended discussion. Friends did not find unity to proceed
with this document in its present form at this time. The Appeal
will be referred to the Peace and Human Relations Committee for
further development and refinement, to be brought to Ohio Year-
ly Meeting or Representative Meeting when ready, not later than
Ohio Yearly Meeting 2020. Individual Friends and Meetings are
invited to communicate their input to the Peace and Human Rela-
tions Committee: Sylvia Thomas, 2747 Bexley Park Road, Co-
lumbus OH 43209 Phone (614) 235-5564 sethos@gcfn,org

Appeal for Peace 2019 (current draft)

We would be glad if we had no reasons to fault our na-
tional government’s approach to peace, a topic on which the
teaching of Jesus Christ is plain, direct, and emphatic. But when
we note the noble and effective support of worldwide peace ac-
complished by the United States after World War II and then
compare that work with the actions of our government in recent
years, we wonder what has changed.

It is difficult to look clearly at the motives for war. Wars
spring from our passions and prejudices. War’s pomp, circum-
stance, and pageantry hide its hideous deformity. An immeasura-
ble train of calamities accompanies and follows war — arson, pil-
lage, rape, starvation, disregard of human life and family ties,
environmental desecration, and a pivot from successful economic
endeavor to abject dependency.

War is contrary to the Gospel of Christ

If all of us could calmly consider the motives for militant
action, along with the disasters that accompany war, we believe
that most people would come to the place where the Religious
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Society of Friends and some other religious groups have long
stood - opposition to all war and the spirit that fosters it. Military
combat and the motives behind it are contrary to the Gospel of
Christ. Jesus declared, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I
should not be delivered unto the Jews.” (John 18:36) Jesus also
clearly instructed His followers, “Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
that despitefully use you, and persecute you, that ye may be the
children of your Father which is in Heaven.” (Matthew 5:44-45)

The divinity of Jesus Christ, accepted by the Christian
world, places a supreme importance on His teaching. When Jesus
was being tried before his crucifixion, even the temple officers
witnessed to his special power, declaring, “No one else speaks
like this. He teaches as someone with authority...” (John 7:46)
Jesus’ oneness with God places His teaching beyond human falli-
bility and gives it significance that every Christian must accept.
If our Divine Master meant what He said (and who would dare
think otherwise?) could He have more completely forbidden war?
Should we not each do as He said?

If it is claimed that His words, “If my kingdom were of
this world, then would my servants fight,” are justification for
war, consider His life and conduct, especially on that eventful
night in Gethsemane. With all the power of God at His command
(See Matthew 26:52-53), Jesus would not defend himself with
combat. Nowhere in the Scripture record of Jesus’ life do we find
anything to indicate that he ever wavered from a steadfast opposi-
tion to sin, wickedness and violence. War is but the embodiment
of these. The acts and attitude of Christ, from the beginning to
the end of His public ministry, were so in harmony with His
words, quoted above, that it seems scarcely necessary to increase
the length of this essay with additional Scriptural evidence.

The record from the early Church

The practice of the early Christian Church was consistent
with the life and teaching of its Founder. Marcellus, a centurion
who converted to Christianity, declared, “It is not lawful for a
Christian to bear arms for any earthly consideration” and resigned
his commission. For the first two hundred years, there is no rec-
ord of a single Christian soldier! Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Ori-
gen, Clemens of Alexandria, and many others who wrote during
the first three hundred years of the Christian Era were emphatic in
their condemnation of war. History records numerous instances
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of Christians who suffered martyrdom for refusing to bear arms.
There can be no doubt that precluding war was the prevailing sen-
timent among early Christians.

During the reign of Constantine (306 — 337 AD), the
Christian religion spread remarkably in the Roman Empire. Con-
stantine espoused the new religion, and to make it popular with
his subjects, substituted the golden cross for the Roman eagle,
compelling his army to worship beneath the new standard. Shall
we believe that if Christ, His apostles, and the early Church, held
war to be wrong, that this effort by Constantine to popularize war
makes it right, or less barbarous and hateful? No! Whether ex-
amined in the light of Christianity, or reason, or philosophy, we
find no solid ground upon which to support war.

Economic considerations

It is interesting, although humiliating, to note the vast
sums of money our government devotes to military expenses.
The United States maintains a standing army of 1.4 million active
military personnel and 850,000 reserves. Our nation currently
spends more on our military that the next nineteen countries com-
bined, about $600 billion ($600,000,000,000) this year alone.
This amounts to 55 percent of the government’s discretionary
spending. This kind of spending has pushed the national debt to
$20.6 trillion ($20,600,000,000,000), and the current administra-
tion’s projected $4.4 trillion budget for 2019 will, over time, add
an additional $7 trillion to that national debt.

With only five percent of the world’s population, the
United States accounts for nearly 50 percent of the world’s total
military expenditure, more than $15 billion per month or $20 mil-
lion per hour. This is more than the 50 states combined spend on
health, education, welfare, and safety. How can Christians, who
claim to be the followers of the Prince of Peace, support such un-
seemly expense for such unChristian endeavors?

Might does not make right.

Maybe the inconsistency outlined above is due in great
measure to the faulty reasoning behind the claim that “the way to
preserve peace, is to prepare for war!” If, in the conduct of na-
tional affairs, the way to preserve peace is to prepare for war,
then the way to peace and good order in a community is for each
person to be armed, able to enforce his demands among his
neighbors according to his own ideas of right and justice. How
soon such a course would end in anarchy! But is not the compari-
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son reasonable and just? If not, why not?

Let us not be deceived by such sophistry! Such false rea-
soning will not do in business. It will not do in citizenship. Why
should it be counted sound in statesmanship? This reasoning,
when summed up, simply means that if we are powerful enough
to force our demands upon our neighbors among the nations, our
strength will often overrule any questions of right that are in-
volved.

Ultimately this “logic of the strongest” brings us back to
“might makes right,” back to barbarism, back to plunder and pira-
cy as well. Civilization demands something better! Christianity
points the way to more humane, more rational methods. Voicing
humanity’s demand for peace, a poet has written:

“When shall the flags of war be furled?

Its bellowing thunders cease?

And all the nations of the world

Ring in the reign of peace? -

Too long has might been held as right,

In the Council Halls of State,

Too long have the ears of Infinite Love

Been filled with the cries of hate.”

Were we willing, as a nation, to rise above the barbaric
perspective and, instead, substitute law for war in the settlement
of international difficulties, our gigantic and ruinously expensive
armament would prove as useless and cumbrous as the arma-
ments of our neighbors. International trust and cooperation
would have room to grow.

The best people in the business world are finding that the
Golden Rule supports their endeavors. If in the business world,
why not in the political world as well? A century ago James
Bryce, a respected statesman and former British Ambassador to
the United States, declared that “all the governments of the great
military and naval states...would lose more by war than could
possibly be gained!” Bryce went on to explain that each nation
believes in its own good intentions but is told not to assume simi-
lar good intentions in any other nation. Treating other nations as
we would wish to be treated would relieve the conditions of sus-
picion and distrust that often now prevail.

Patriotism and National Honor

There are various definitions of patriotism. To some peo-
ple, patriotism means an unquestioning obedience to whatever
one’s government may demand. To others, it means simply a
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willingness to fight for one’s country in time of war.

Real patriotism goes beyond either of those meanings. P
atriotism is defined by Funk and Wagnall’s Standard Dictionary
as “Love and devotion to one’s country. The spirit that, originat-
ing in love of country, prompts obedience to its laws, support and
defense of its existence rights and institutions, and the promotion
of its welfare.” A willingness to fight our country’s battles may
or may not be prompted by patriotism, and this service is but a
small part of patriotism. There is also a patriotism of peace,
wherein we may serve our country more wisely, more faithfully,
and more advantageously than in a military way.

We believe that war is wrong. It is not only inconsistent
with the teaching of Christ, but it is also inconsistent with the ma-
terial welfare of our country. We believe deeply that our Govern-
ment would be wiser and safer in trusting to the findings of a le-
gal tribunal, than in a resort to arms. We feel that real “love of
country,” and a desire “to promote its welfare,” demands that we
stand opposed to war, even should there be popular outcry for it!
Nations, as well as individual persons, have times of trial and
testing, when right and truth and obedience to the Divine law are
at stake. In these crises may we be found loyal to God and His
truth.

In an address on “Patriotism,” at Harvard University’s
commencement in 1900, William Everett declared: “Brethren, if
there is anything of which philosophy must say ‘it is wrong,” that
thing is war! I do not mean any particular school of philosophy,
ancient or modern. I mean, if any one studies the nature of God
and man in the light of history, with a view to draw from that
study rules of sound thought and maxims of right action, he must
say ‘war is wrong.” [War is] a blundering, antiquated, criminal
means of solving a national doubt, by accepting the certainty of
misery. . . Right and truth and love to [everyone], and allegiance
to God, are above all patriotism, and every citizen who sustains
his country in sin is responsible to humanity, to history, to philos-
ophy, and to Him to whom all nations are as a drop in the bucket,
and as the small dust on the balance.”

Defending our national honor is another reason some-
times given for undertaking war. We would, with all our fellow
citizens, rejoice to see our country honored because it is honora-
ble! But our national honor would be safer in the tribunals of
justice than determined by the outcome of brutal and uncertain
war. In earlier times the “Code of Honor” for individuals was
jealously guarded, often with duels and resulting deaths. Today
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in our country dueling, whether with guns or swords, is illegal.
May the time soon come when duels between nations will pass
forever away, under the benign influence of the spirit of Christ
our Redeemer!

The dangerous spirit that fosters war

We oppose not only war, but also the spirit that fosters it.
We view with alarm any influences or tendencies that keep alive
this spirit in our country, especially among our children. We ear-
nestly protest against all forms of military training in our coun-
try’s schools. Useful discipline and personal development are
often commendable goals, but fostering a combative attitude and
a reliance on physical might exacts too great a price.

The spirit fostering war is also supported by Memorial
Day and Veterans’ Day, occasions that glorify military characters
and achievements. With martial music and military parades, un-
wary minds are filled with the glitter and glamor of war. The ac-
tual, brutal, and horrible side of war is rarely addressed. The fact
that military life is beset with almost every form of vice and im-
morality is not brought into view, nor is Christ’s command to
love our neighbor, including our enemy.

Conclusion

As professing Christians, we earnestly desire to do our
whole duty in advancing the cause of peace, not only in our own
beloved country, but among the nations of the world. The Church
of Christ today has a vast responsibility resting upon it to uphold
the standard of the “Prince of Peace.” Let us be faithful to our
high calling. We may be instrumental in the bringing in of that
glad day when “Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, nei-
ther shall they learn war anymore.” (Isaiah 2:4)

Postscript from Longfellow’s, “The Arsenal at Springfield:”

Is it, O man, with such discordant noises,

With such accursed instruments as these,

Thou drowndest Nature’s sweet and kindly voices,

And jarrest the celestial harmonies?

Were half the power that fills the world with terror,

Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and courts,

Given to redeem the human mind from error,

There were no need of arsenals and forts.

The warrior’s name would be a name abhorred,

And every nation that should lift again,

Its hand against a brother, on its forehead
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Would wear forevermore the curse of Cain.
Down the dark future, through long generations,
The echoing sounds grow fainter and then cease,
And like a bell with solemn sweet vibrations,

I hear once more the voice of Christ say ‘Peace!’
Peace! and no longer from its brazen portals,
The blast of war’s great organ shakes the skies,
But beautiful as songs of the immortals

The holy melodies of love arise.

Quarterly Meeting Representatives

The Quarterly Meeting Representatives’ report was read
and approved. Friends appreciate the care and efforts of the rep-
resentatives, and the willingness of the clerks to serve. Friends
also remarked that each of the representatives signed the report,
something slightly unusual in Friends’ experience.

Quarterly Meeting Representatives’ Report

We met and discussed our possibilities for Clerk and As-
sistant Clerk for the 2020 sessions. Members of the committee
went to each of our candidates to ask regarding their willingness
to serve.

Philip W. Helms is willing to continue as Clerk.

Robert Wilber is willing to continue as Assistant Clerk.

We are very grateful to both for the continued willingness
to serve.
/s/ Rebecca Hawkins /s/ Michael Kinch /s/ Kay Smith
/s/ David Casterline  /s/ Conrad Lindes /s/ Sylvia Thomas
/s/ Burton Doudna /s/ Sharon Helms

Last Days
“Last days -

Whether they come soon for all of us, I do not know;
But that they one day will come for me, I do know:
Above all,

I wish to spend those last days in His presence.

I do not want to be a stranger
When we meet face-to-face
And I no longer see through a glass darkly
Because each day could be my last day,
Following closely in His footsteps,
Walking wherever He leads until that final day
He leads me all the way

Read by Burton Doudna
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Concluding Minute 2019

Together, we continue our great and figurative journey,
to spread the Truth and do the Will of our Lord. We have taken
stock of our souls and lives through the Queries. We have
marked the progress of our programs, including Friends Center,
the Walton Home, the Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends,
Christian Education Camp, and the other projects and efforts of
our committees, reaching out to other Friends and the community.
We have heeded our Inner Guide, Christ Jesus, who has come to
teach his people himself. We have gone forward with love and
courage, financially supporting the needs of Olney Friends
School and Friends Center. We have made provision for the fu-
ture, establishing a legal contingency fund and identifying sav-
ings in insurance costs.

We have been richly blessed by our evening programs
and our cherished visitors. We have undertaken to speak Truth to
Power in support of peace and the Prince of Peace, calling our
nation to the path of righteousness and mercy. We have gone for-
ward boldly, as disciples of our Lord.

Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave
them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.
And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the
sick. And he said unto them, “Take nothing for your journey,
neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither
have two coats apiece. And whatsoever house ye enter into, there
abide, and thence depart. And whosoever will not receive you,
when ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet
for a testimony against them.” And they departed, and went
through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing everywhere.
— Luke 9: 1-6

Despite our best efforts, some in the world, large and
small, continue to resist their Inner Guide. But as we persist in
faith, and boldly carry out the work before us, the Kingdom of
God awaits us, and our gracious and loving Lord, Jesus Christ
still assures us, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world.” (Matthew 28: 20) And as we willingly receive Him,
we will achieve our goals.

We now conclude, purposing to meet again on Eighth
Month 04, 2020.

Ohio Yearly Meeting 2020 will be 08-03-2020 through
08-09-2020.
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Committees and Officers as of 2019 Yearly Meeting
(Years indicate expiration of term, asterisk* indicates clerk or
convener)

ADULT LEADERS for JUNIOR YEARLY MEETING
and YOUNG FRIENDS
2021 Shawna Roberts*, Conrad Lindes

AGENDA COMMITTEE
ex officio. Philip Helms, OYM Clerk
ex officio: Sharon Helms, Registrar
Assistant Registrars: Constance Bair-Thompson,
Bridget Casterline
2020 Nancy Hawkins, Conrad Lindes, Loisanne Rockwell,
Robert Rockwell, Terry Wallace
2021 Sharon Helms, Sarah Parsons, Charles C. Thomas Jr
2022 Arthur Berk

AUDIT and BUDGET COMMITTEE
(serves until the end of 2020 session)
2020 David Eley*, Beverly Kirk Shull

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CAMP COMMITTEE
2020 Marie Bundy, Gwen Giffen, Johanna Mae Rockwell*
2021 Kathleen Kovalick, Lily Rockwell
2022 Barbara Warrington, David Warrington

COMMITEE to COORDINATE & SUPPORT OUTREACH
2020 John Benson, Nancy Hawkins, John C. Smith,
2021 Henry Jason, Charles C. Thomas, Jr.
2022 Arthur Berk, Conrad Lindes*, Allistair Lomax, Kim Palmer

EPISTLE COMMITTEE
(Recently formed by merging with Document Committee)
2020 Michael Kinch, Robert Wilber*
2021 David Eley, George Partridge

FIDUCIARY TRUSTEES
ex officio : Walton Home Manager (Jamie Helmick)
2020 Robert Becerra, Beverly Shull
2021 Shelly Rockwell, David Warrington*
2022 Carey Newlin

FINANCING EDUCATIONAL CONCERNS
2021 Rebecca Hawkins, Debora Taber
2022 Janet Hammer, Beverly Shull*
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FRIENDS CENTER COMMITTEE
2020 Constance Bair-Thompson,
John C. Smith, Susan Smith*, David Male
2021 John Benson, Robert Rockwell, Frances Taber
2022 Burton Doudna, Kenneth Jacobsen, Diane Reynolds,
Richard Simon

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE
2020 Gwen Giffen, Loisanne Rockwell*
2021 Seth Hinshaw, Bernard Naylor
2022 Marie Bundy, Mary Alice Pino, Kathryn Smith,
Anne Marie Taber

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE
2020 Evelyn Groves, Timothy Lillie
2021 Lois Edgerton, Seth Hinshaw*, Bernard Naylor

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
2020 Bridget Casterline, David Eley, Evelyn Groves,
Janet Hammer, Rebecca Hawkins, Loisanne Rockwell,
John C Smith
2021 Marie Kirk Hawkins, Michael Kinch, Carolyn McGinnis,
Kimberly Newlin, Charles C. Thomas, Jr.*

PEACE & HUMAN RELATIONS COMMITTEE
2020 Gwen Giffen, Shawna Roberts, Sylvia Thomas*
2021 Bernard Naylor, Richard Wetzel
2022 Lois Edgerton, George Partridge, Kathleen Rothwell,
Robert Rothwell

PRINTING COMMITTEE
ex-officio: OYM Clerk - Philip Helms
ex-officio: OYM Recorder - Michael Kinch
ex-officio: Nominating Committee Clerk — Charles C. Thomas, Jr.
2020 Eileen Kinch, Michael Kinch
2021 Constance Bair-Thompson, Nelda Hawkins,
Anne Marie Taber

TRAVEL FUND COMMITTEE
2020 Penny Thomas*
2021 David Eley
2022 Janet Hammer, Dennis Rockwell

TRUSTEES of OHIO YEARLY MEETING PROPERTY
2020 Richard Sidwell, Robert Stratton
2021 Kevin Roberts, Robert Rockwell*
2022 David Male
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WALTON HOME BOARD
2020 David Casterline, Jean Cooper (Community),
Rebecca Hawkins, William Ray (Community), Denise Troy
2021 Marie Bundy, Sharon Helms, Robert Rockwell*, Andy
Woods (Community), Cindy McGee (Community), Karen Walsh
2022 Kathleen Kovalick

WIDER FELLOWSHIP OF CONSERVATIVE FRIENDS
ex officio: Sharon Helms, Registrar
2021 John C. Smith, Nancy Hawkins*, Sharon Helms,
Michael Kinch
2022 Arthur Berk, Philip Helms, Terry Wallace

CUSTODIANS of RECORDS
Appointed 1990 - Loisanne Rockwell
Appointed 2009 — Seth Hinshaw
Appointed 2010 — Beverly Kirk Shull, Kimberly Newlin

REPRESENTATIVE MEETING
ex officio: Philip Helms, OYM Clerk
2020 David Casterline, Marie Kirk Hawkins, Seth Hinshaw*,
Kathy Kovalick, Debora Taber
2021 Bridget Casterline, Burton Doudna,

Janet Hammer (Reading Clerk), Nancy Hawkins,
Mary Alice Pino (4lternate Clerk for meetings at Salem)
2022 Philip Helms, Sharon Helms, Michael Kinch, Conrad
Lindes, Kimberly Newlin, Loisanne Rockwell,
Charles C. Thomas, Jr.

TREASURER of OHIO YEARLY MEETING
2020 Dennis Rockwell

ASSISTANT TREASURER
2020 Assistant Marie Bundy

YEARLY MEETING RECORDER
2020 Michael Kinch

ASSISTANT OYM RECORDER
2020 Denise Troy

REPRESENTATIVES to FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE
for CONSULTATION
2020 David Eley, Beverly Shull
2022 Henry Jason
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REPRESENTATIVE to FRIENDS COMMITTEE on
NATIONAL LEGISLATION
2021 Earl Smith (Alternate: David Male)
2022 Sylvia Thomas

YEARLY MEETING CLERK
2020 Philip Helms

READING CLERK
2020 Robert Wilber
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Representative Meeting Minutes

At a Regularly Scheduled Meeting of the Representa-
tive Meeting of Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends
(Conservative) held on 11-17-2018 at Chestnut Ridge Monthly
Meeting, beginning at 1:00 PM with unprogrammed worship
and the reading of John 1: 1-14.

We are blessed to have here present 12 representatives
and five visitors. This satisfies the requirements of the Discipline
to conduct business.

Friends united in requesting Phil Helms to serve as Clerk
for this meeting.

Friends request the Nominating Committee of Repre-
sentative Meeting to select a Friend to serve as Reading Clerk,
who would also be willing to serve as Presiding Clerk in the
event of Seth Hinshaw’s future absence. In such circumstances, a
temporary Reading Clerk may be appointed for the specific meet-
ing. The Nominating Committee named consists of Nancy Haw-
kins, Earl Smith, Mike Kinch and Bridget Casterline.

Friends have united in choosing Earl Smith to fill one of
the vacancies on Representative Meeting.

The Convenors of the Nominating Committee, the Book
and Children’s Literature Committee, the Committee to Coordi-
nate and Support Outreach, the Wider Fellowship of Conservative
Friends, and the Historical Committee met following the last ses-
sion Ohio Yearly Meeting 2018 to further discuss the Nominating
Committee proposal to merge the Book and Children’s Literature
Committee with one or more other committees. These Friends
united in the following reassignment of responsibilities:
¢ The Committee to Coordinate and Support Outreach will

be responsible for distribution of free Bibles to Olney Stu-
dents and Ohio Yearly Meeting members.

e The Wider Fellowship of Conservative Friends will be
responsible for distribution of our literature to new Olney
teachers and to Olney students, and will continue to publish
“The Conservative Friend.”

e The Historical Committee will be responsible for storage of
books, booklets and pamphlets; for sale and accounting of the
adult books that are for sale; for distribution of free literature
in response to requests including older copies of “Ohio Con-
servative Friends Review” that are available; for re-ordering
of books or other printed materials when supplies are low
(note: free Bibles can be ordered from the Quaker Bible As-
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sociation); and for making our materials available at Yearly
Meeting and other appropriate gatherings or events.

Friends united in accepting the combined report of these
committees. The Book and Children’s Literature Committee is
laid down and its former duties are distributed as specified.

Earl Smith reported that Shawna Roberts is already a
member of the Adult Leaders for Junior Yearly Meeting and
Young Friends, and that Conrad Lindes has expressed interest in
working with Young Friends and Junior Yearly Meeting.
Shawna anticipates being assisted by Debora Taber and Paoli
Roberts.

Friends united in approving Conrad Lindes and Shawna
Roberts as Adult Leaders of Junior Yearly Meeting and Young
Friends. They may recruit potential assistants, but Leaders and
potential assistants are required to undergo background checks
prior to service during Ohio Yearly Meeting.

Conrad Lindes reported that some Friends were con-
cerned at some elements of the Seventh Day evening presentation
by the youth in 2018. Concerns included depiction of cell phone
calls from God, and some casual or worldly attire and dancing.
Nancy Hawkins added that some language during the presenta-
tion was objectionable.

Friends were unable to unite in defining inappropriate
elements in such presentations, but encourage the Adult Leaders
to exercise leadership and guidance in such matters while work-
ing with the youth.

The draft revision of the Appeal for Peace was distribut-
ed. Friends approved the current draft as amended for distribu-
tion to the Monthly Meetings for input and comment. (The draft
accompanied these minutes as a separate document.)

Teddy Johnson asked for prayers for Myron.
Marlene Cooper now has a feeding tube and seems to be going
downbhill.

Susan Smith is recovering from a shoulder replacement
but admits to being tired and overdoing her activities.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at
3:30 PM with a period of silent, waiting worship. Next meeting
will be held in Salem Meetinghouse on 04-20-2019 at 1:00 PM, if
so permitted.

/s/ Philip W. Helms
Acting Clerk
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At the Spring Session of Representative Meeting of
Ohio Yearly Meeting, held in the Salem Meetinghouse,
Fourth Month 20, 2019

Isaiah 53 was read as Scripture for the day.

Present today, we have 14 members to this body and they
represent seven Monthly Meetings and are from our three Quar-
terly Meetings. We welcome Sarah Parsons, Earl Smith and
Shawna Roberts who join us today.

The Committee on Clerks gave a report stating that Janet
Hammer agrees to be reading clerk and Mary Alice Pino will be
alternate clerk during the Representative sessions at Salem Meet-
inghouse.

The Yearly Meeting Handbook committee which was
appointed last Yearly Meeting reports on their progress. The
committee plans to have both current and proposed texts available
online. From the soon to be designated site, anyone can review
the committee descriptions and proposed changes or alterations.
We look forward to this committee report in Eighth Month during
Ohio Yearly Meeting.

Bridget Casterline submitted her concern, with the en-
dorsement of Rockingham Quarter M&O, about over work and
burnout among our OYM members. These are genuine concerns
for the health and life of our members to continue in the labor or
work of our OYM endeavors. We are low in number and may
need to consider plans to look at our structure, to make our re-
sponsibilities more streamlined and consider our members living
at a distance from each other. We are reminded of a committee
appointed in the past for this same reason and could not change
the committees. We can also consider what we are called to do
by Christ and rely on His leadings to guide us in our responsibili-
ties. Through our laborings we propose a committee, Prayer for
Ohio Yearly Meeting. This committee is charged to wait on the
Lord and seek His guidance in Bridget's concern. The committee
is also encouraged to visit OYM Quarterly Meetings to share and
listen with members and to see what is working and not working,.
As members of this committee we appoint Charles Thomas, Brid-
get Casterline, Sylvia Thomas (if willing), and Conrad Lindes.

Conrad Lindes raises a question as a representative relat-
ing to rescheduling Representative Meeting when the Fourth
Month Meeting falls on Resurrection day weekend. Friends be-
lieve that Jesus’ birth and resurrection is celebrated daily and no
special day is particularly honored.

Phil Helms reported that the final draft for “An Appeal
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For Peace” 2019 is available and members can see Phil and take
copies to their meetings.
Our next meeting meets in Eleventh Month at Chestnut
Ridge.
May we be comforted by the One whose arms are not too
long and be joyful in His compassion.
/s/ Mary Alice Pino & Janet Hammer
clerks for the day.
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Yearly Meeting for Ministry and Oversight
Clerk: Mary Alice Pino, Assistant Clerk: Burton Doudna

ROCKINGHAM QUARTER

Keystone Fellowship: Seth Hinshaw (O,M); David Eley, (E,M);
Michael Kinch (E); Terry Wallace (O,M)

Marlborough: Charles C. Thomas, Jr. (M), Penny Thomas (O),
Bridget Casterline (E)

Rockingham: Susan S. Smith (E); John C. Smith (M)

SALEM QUARTER

Crossroads: Philip Helms (E); Sharon Helms (O, E)

Middleton: Verna H. Cope (O); Marie Hawkins (O);

Lois G. Edgerton (E); Rebecca J. Hawkins (E); Mary Alice Pino
(E); Nancy A. Hawkins (M);

Salem-Upper Springfield: Eunice M. Burkey (O); Nelda J. Haw-
kins (E); Mildred S. Henderson (O); Kimberly A. Newlin (O);
Hans M. Tritico (O); Robert W. Stratton (E); Winifred E. Stratton
(E,M); Conrad Lindes (M)

STILLWATER QUARTER

Chesterfield: Robert Rothwell (E); Richard D. Wetzel (E)
Chestnut Ridge: Kathleen Kovalick (E); Burton M. Doudna (M);
Evelyn Doudna Groves (E)

Short Creek: Sara L. Kirk (O); Elvina Krekler (O)

Stillwater: Marie Bundy (O); Karen L. Walsh (O); Diane Reyn-
olds (O); Frances 1. Taber (E); Earl Smith (E); Richard A. Simon
(E); John C. Benson (M); Robert A. Wilber (M)
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Calendar of Ohio Yearly Meeting of Friends
and its subordinate Meetings

Ohio Yearly Meeting (opened 1813) is held in Stillwater Meeting

House, near Barnesville, Ohio and will commence in 2020 with a
meeting for Ministry and Oversight on Eighth Month 04 at 10:00

a.m. Opening session of Yearly Meeting Eighth Month 04 at 2:00
pm. Subordinate meetings in 2019-2020 are scheduled to be held
as follows:

REPRESENTATIVE MEETING

Meets the third Seventh Day in Eleventh Month at Chestnut
Ridge Meeting at 1:00 p.m.; and the Third Seventh Day in Fourth
Month at Salem at 1:00 p.m. Clerks: Seth Hinshaw, 353 North
Charlotte Street, Pottstown, PA 19464 sethhinshaw(@yahoo.com
(484)-364-8367, Janet Hammer, assistant.

ROCKINGHAM QUARTERLY MEETING

The second Seventh Day of First, Fourth, Sixth, and Ninth
Months, with varying locations. Please phone the clerk (Bridget
Casterline) at (908) 510-0527 with any questions.

SALEM QUARTERLY MEETING

Held at Salem on the second Seventh-Day in Second, Fifth,
Seventh and Eleventh Months, at 10:30 a.m.

Clerks: Mary Alice Pino, 44550 SR 517, Columbiana, OH 44408;
Nelda J. Hawkins, assistant.

Quarterly Meeting for Ministry and Oversight, same day at

9 a.m., Clerk Nancy Hawkins

STILLWATER QUARTERLY MEETING

11/02/2019 at Chesterfield Meeting in Chesterhill.

04/04/2020 at Stillwater Meeting in Barnesville.

07/11/2020 at Chestnut Ridge Meeting. Near Barnesville.
Quarterly Meeting for Ministry and Oversight at 9:30 a.m., Bur-
ton Doudna, Clerk, 740-679-2245, followed by lunch provided,
and regular Quarterly Meeting for Business at 1 p.m. Clerk, Eve-
lyn Groves, 740-679-2084.
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MONTHLY MEETINGS

In Rockingham Quarter

Keystone Fellowship: Contact Clerk Eileen Kinch (717) 721-
1764 for time and place.

Marlborough: Usually the third First Day of each month at rise of
meeting for worship. Clerk: Bridget Casterline (908) 510-0527
Rockingham: Usually the first First Day of each month in the af-
ternoon (time varies). Contact Clerk: Susan S. Smith (540) 867-
5788.

In Salem Quarter

Crossroads: The second First-day of each month, following rise
of meeting for worship. Clerk: Philip Helms (248) 360-2074
Middleton: 11:30 a.m. on the second First-day, following wor-
ship. Clerk: Lois G. Edgerton (330) 482-2939. Preparative
Meeting for Ministry and Oversight: called as needed.
Salem-Upper Springfield: The second First Day of each month,
after worship. Clerk: Carey L. Newlin (330) 332-0565; Nelda J.
Hawkins, assistant. Preparative Meeting for Ministry and Over-
sight held as needed on the third First-day in First, Fourth, Sev-
enth and Tenth Months, following worship.

Meetings in the Salem Quarter plan to meet jointly on the fourth
First Day of each month as follows: At Middleton: Second,
Fourth, Sixth, Eighth, Tenth, Twelfth; At Salem: First, Third,
Fifth, Seventh, Ninth, Eleventh

In Stillwater Quarter

Chesterfield: The third First-day of each month following meet-
ing for worship. Clerk: Robert J. Rothwell (740) 551-9121
Chestnut Ridge: The second Seventh-day at 7:00 p.m. at various
homes. This may change, so if you wish to attend, please call.
Clerk: Burton M. Doudna (740) 679-2245, Carolyn Doudna
McGinnis, assistant.

Stillwater: First-day following the third Seventh-day of each
Month, after worship. Clerk: Thomas F. Rockwell (609) 610-
7759; Leonard D. Guindon, assistant
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MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP

At Chesterfield, 10:30 a.m., First Day

At Chestnut Ridge, 10:30 a.m., First Day

At Crossroads: 11:00 a.m., First Day.

At Keystone Fellowship, usually on Seventh Day or First Day
(either in member’s homes or in local meetinghouses). Contact
the clerk for time and place.

At Marlborough, 11:00 a.m. on First Day

At Middleton, 10:30 a.m., First Day

At Rockingham, 10:30 a.m., First Day

At Salem, 10:30 a.m., First Day

At Seekers’ Haven, 3:00 p.m. on the first First Day of each month
and 10:30 a.m. on the third First Day of each month. Contact
Conrad Lindes (440) 884-0338, as there may be changes some
months.

At Stillwater, 10:30 a.m., First Day

First-day School: Stillwater, 9:30 a.m. Crossroads: 11:15 a.m.;
Bible Study: First-day; Chesterfield, 11:30 a.m.; Crossroads,
10:00 a.m.; Middleton, 9:30 a.m.

Midweek Meetings for Worship

Crossroads, Fourth Day, 11:00 a.m.; Middleton, Fifth-day, 3:00
p.m.; Stillwater, Fourth-day, 6:30 p.m.

Locations of Meeting Places

Chesterfield: Chesterhill, OH, on Rte 555 east from Rte. 377

Chestnut Ridge: From the center of Barnesville, OH, 1.9 miles
south. On Rte 800; turn left on Twp Road 26 near top of
hill, then 72 mile to meetinghouse (go right at 1st fork,
left at 2nd fork).

Crossroads: 4108 Menton, Flint, MI 48507. For additional infor-
mation, contact Phil and Sharon Helms, (248) 360-2074

Keystone Fellowship: Meetings for worship on Seventh Day or
First Day either in members’ homes or in local meeting-
houses, 2641 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bird-in-Hand PA.
For information contact Eileen Kinch (717) 721-1764).

Marlborough: 361 Marlboro Spring Rd., Kennett Square, PA
19348-1309. For information, http://
www.marlboroughmeeting.org or call Bridget Casterline
(908) 510-0527.

Middleton: 44866 Crestview Rd., Columbiana, OH. 3 miles south
of Rte. 14 on Rte. 7, west % mile on Crestview Rd
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Rockingham: Harrisonburg, VA. [-81 Eastern Mennonite Univer-
sity campus, Room 227, Seminary Bldg., 1181 Smith
Ave. and Mt. Clinton Pike. Clerk: Susan Smith, (540)
887-5788

Salem: Sixth Street, east of North Ellsworth Ave., Salem, OH

Seeker's’ Haven: At the home of Conrad Lindes and Joan Kuczek,
13375 Old Pleasant Valley Rd., Middleburg Heights, OH
44130 (440) 884-0338 (under the care of Salem-Upper
Springfield Monthly Meeting).

Stillwater: 61830 Sandy Ridge Rd., Barnesville, OH From
Barnesville, OH, 1 mile east on E. Main St., take right
onto Shamrock Dr. opposite Save-A-Lot, turn into Olney
Friends School at top of hill.
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OHIO YEARLY MEETING MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS 6/30/2019

Member Gains Member Losses Total M embership
Net
Certificate By Certificate| By Discon- |Gain or

Meeting Births | Received [Request | Deaths | Transfer [Request| tinued | Loss 2018 2019
Keystone MM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5
Marlborough MM 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 -2 19 17
Rockingham MM 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 -1 37 36
Rockingham QM 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 K 61 58
Crossroads MM 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 9 9
Middleton MM 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 -1 69 68
Salem Up. Spr. MM 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 94 94
Salem QM 0 1 1 2 0 0 1 -1 172 171
Chesterfield MM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 22
Chestnut Ridge MM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 28
Short Creek MM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4
Stillwater MM 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 -4 154 150
Stillwater QM 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 -4 208 204
OYM Total 0 1 1 5 0 4 1 -8 441 433
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